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CARACAS: A 24-hour nationwide strike in
Venezuela yesterday is set to increase pres-
sure on beleaguered President Nicolas
Maduro, whose policies have put him on a
collision course with the United States. The
opposition called the stoppage after hold-
ing an unofficial plebiscite last weekend in
which a third of Venezuela’s voters cast bal-
lots rejecting Maduro and his policies. Chief
among them is the president’s plan to hold
an election July 30 to choose a 545-member
citizens’ body, called a Constituent
Assembly, to rewrite the constitution.

US President Donald Trump has threat-
ened “swift economic actions” against
Venezuela if that election happens. The
European Union, the United Nations, the
Organization of American States and the
Catholic Church have all condemned
Maduro’s plan. They fear the move-seen by

the opposition and Trump as a bid for dicta-
torship-will irretrievably worsen the political
crisis in Venezuela, and risk adding to a
death toll that currently stands at 97 since
anti-Maduro street protests turned violent
in April.

Final offensive
But Maduro has vowed to forge on “now

more than ever” after Trump’s threat, and to
punish “conspirators” who try to stop him.
His labor minister, Nestor Ovalles, warned
that companies in Venezuela that joined the
strike yesterday would be “sanctioned.” And
the military reaffirmed its loyalty to Maduro
by saying it would protect the polling. The
opposition, which controls the National
Assembly, sees the strike as the launch of a
“final offensive” including civil disobedience
and further protests designed to force

Maduro out of office through early elections.
Previous efforts to bring about a recall

referendum against Maduro were stymied
by electoral authorities and judges who
have systematically sided with the presi-
dent. With efforts at negotiations between
both sides also exhausted, the stalemate
risks worsening the deteriorating situation
ordinary Venezuelans are enduring. Their
oil-rich nation is staggering under a lack of
food and medicine, triple-digit inflation, ris-
ing crime and dire currency controls that
enrich a few at the expense of the many.

Maduro has blamed the crisis on low
global oil prices and an economic “war”
waged on him by the United States and the
right-wing opposition. 

But the opposition says the crisis is
due to government mismanagement,
including national izat ions and state

appropriations of firms, and generally
inept policies by Maduro and his late
predecessor Hugo Chavez.

US sanctions ‘effective’? 
It’s not clear what “actions” Trump is

considering against Venezuela, but oil could
be a key pressure point. Around a third of
Venezuela’s crude production is exported to
the US market. “All options are on the
table,” a senior White House official said
Tuesday. But Geoff Thale, with the
Washington Office on Latin America
(WOLA) lobbying group, told AFP he was
“very skeptical that unilateral US sanctions
(would be) effective.” “They are more likely
to make the government feel they have no
option but to resist, and they offer the gov-
ernment a nationalist rallying cry against
the US,” he said. — AFP 

Venezuela strike tests Maduro as pressure builds

What Trump can still 

do to salvage 2017, 

and win in 2020

WASHINGTON: Thursday marks six months in power for US presi-
dent Donald Trump. Fellow Republicans hope to turn the page
on a relatively fruitless debut and lift a trophy with tax reform
before his first year is out. Since January 20 the president has
rolled back 14 regulations set by his, predecessor Barack Obama,
notably on environmental and industry rules. He also claimed a
critical victory with the Senate’s confirmation of conservative
judge Neil Gorsuch onto the US Supreme Court, and has signed
numerous executive orders.

“What we’ve done over a short period of time, and what we’re
going to be doing over the next six months, will be incredible,”
the billionaire businessman-turned-politician said Monday. But a
grand legislative accomplishment has eluded him, including his
long-pledged repeal of the health care reforms that was Obama’s
signature domestic achievement-and which have divided
Republicans. Despite intense pressure from the president, includ-
ing a White House meeting with Senate Republicans Wednesday,
lawmakers appear eager to move on.

“Last time I looked, Congress goes on for two years,” observed
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, sounding intent on not
getting bogged down on health care beyond the upcoming sum-
mer break. “We’ll be moving onto comprehensive tax reform and
to infrastructure,” he added. “There’s much work left to be done.”
House Speaker Paul Ryan echoed the roll-up-our-sleeves senti-
ment. “Welfare reform and tax reform are the two big things
we’ve got to do to complete our year for our fall agenda, and
infrastructure,” he said on radio’s Mike Gallagher Show
Wednesday. “So we’re rocking and rolling here. But yes, America
is tuning on TV and they see Russia this and they see countdown
this and Trump tweeted that,” he added. “We’re not letting that
stuff distract us.”

Trump unveiled the outline of historic tax cuts in April, shortly
before the 100-day mark of his presidency. The proposal seeks to
slash the corporate tax rate from 35 percent to 15 percent,
although the figures are not set in stone. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Sen. John McCain, the
2008 Republican presidential nominee,
Vietnam prisoner of war and political mav-
erick in Congress for more than three
decades, has been diagnosed with an
aggressive type of brain tumor. The 80-
year-old Arizona lawmaker has glioblas-
toma, according to doctors at the Mayo
Clinic in Phoenix, where McCain had a
blood clot removed from above his left
eye last Friday. He and his family are con-
sidering further treatment, including
chemotherapy and radiation.

“Subsequent tissue pathology revealed
that a primary brain tumor known as a
glioblastoma was associated with the
blood clot,” his office said in a statement
late Wednesday. According to the
American Brain Tumor Association, more
than 12,000 people a year are diagnosed
with glioblastoma, the same type of tumor
that struck McCain’s close Democratic col-
league in legislative battles, the late Ted
Kennedy of Massachusetts. The American
Cancer Society puts the five-year survival
rate for patients over 55 at about 4 percent.

The senator and chairman of the
Armed Services Committee had been
recovering at his Arizona home. His
absence forced Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky., to delay action on health
care legislation. South Carolina Sen.
Lindsey Graham said he spoke to McCain
Wednesday evening and that McCain said:
“Yeah, I’m going to have to stay here a lit-
tle bit longer, take some treatments. I’ll be
back.” In a statement on Twitter,  his
daughter, Meghan McCain, spoke of the
shock of the news and the anxiety over
what happens next. 

“My love for my father is boundless and
like any daughter I cannot and do not wish
to be in a world without him. I have faith
that those days remain far away,” she said.
As word spread of his diagnosis, presi-
dents past and present along with
McCain’s current and former Senate col-
leagues offered support in an outpouring
rarely seen in Washington. “Senator John
McCain has always been a fighter. Melania
and I send our thoughts and prayers to
Senator McCain, Cindy, and their entire
family. Get well soon,” President Donald
Trump said.

Barack Obama, who dashed McCain’s
dreams of the presidency, said in a tweet:
“John McCain is an American hero & one

of the bravest fighters I’ve ever known.
Cancer doesn’t know what it’s up against.
Give it hell, John.” McCain has a lifetime of
near-death experiences - surviving the
July 1967 fire and explosion on the USS
Forrestal that killed 134 sailors; flying into
power lines in Spain; the October 1967
shoot-down of his Navy aircraft and fall
into Truc Bach Lake in Hanoi; and 5 1/2
years in a North Vietnamese prison.

Trademark verve 
“The Hanoi Hilton couldn’t break John

McCain’s spirit many years ago, so Barbara
and I know - with confidence - he and his
family will meet this latest battle in his sin-
gular life of service with courage and
determination,” said former President
George H.W. Bush. Politics aside, McCain
and Bill Clinton developed a strong friend-
ship, and the former president said: “As
he’s shown his entire life, don’t bet against
John McCain. Best wishes to him for a
swift recovery.” The junior senator from
Arizona, Republican Jeff Flake, said yester-
day that McCain told him about his tumor
only at the end of a telephone conversa-
tion, saying he was “feeling fine, but I
might have some chemotherapy in my
future.” Flake said on ABC’s “Good
Morning America” that his colleague is
“optimistic, obviously. He’s John McCain.

That’s what we’d expect.”
In the past, McCain had been treated

for melanoma, but a primary tumor is
unrelated. Doctors said McCain is recover-
ing from his surgery “amazingly well” and
his underlying health is excellent. With his
irascible grin and fighter-pilot moxie,
McCain was elected to the Senate from
Arizona six times, most recently last year,
but twice thwarted in seeking the presi-
dency. An upstart presidential bid in 2000
didn’t last long. Eight years later, he
fought back from the brink of defeat to
win the GOP nomination, only to be over-
powered by Obama. McCain chose a little-
known Alaska governor as his running
mate in that race, and helped turn Sarah
Palin into a national political figure.

After losing to Obama in an electoral
landslide, McCain returned to the Senate,
determined not to be defined by a failed
presidential campaign. And when
Republicans took control of the Senate in
2015, McCain embraced his new job as
chairman of the powerful Armed Services
Committee, eager to play a big role “in
defeating the forces of radical Islam that
want to destroy America.” 

Throughout his long tenure in
Congress, McCain has played his role with
trademark verve, at one hearing dismiss-
ing a protester by calling out, “Get out of
here, you low-life scum.”

He tangled with McConnell over cam-
paign finance, joined forces with
Democrats on immigration and most
recently had a very public spat with Sen.
Rand Paul. McCain said the Kentucky
Republican was working for Russian
President Vladimir Putin after he blocked a
vote on allowing Montenegro into NATO.
Paul said McCain had gotten “unhinged.”
Early in the 2016 campaign, McCain large-
ly held his tongue when Trump ques-
tioned his status as a war hero by saying:
“He was a war hero because he was cap-
tured. I like people who weren’t captured.”

McCain stuck by Trump at times seem-
ingly through gritted teeth - until the
release a month before the election of a
lewd audio in which Trump said he could
kiss and grab women. Declaring that the
breaking point, McCain withdrew his sup-
port. In an interview with The Associated
Press in 2013, McCain spoke of his
decades in Congress, legislative achieve-
ments and political defeats. — AP
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WASHINGTON: This file photo shows
Senator John McCain (R-AZ) during a
Senate Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs Committee
hearing on the nomination for
General John Kelly, USMC (Ret.) to
be Secretary of the Department of
Homeland Security, on Capitol Hill in
Washington, DC. — AFP

NEW JERSEY: This file photo shows US President Donald
Trump as he arrives at the 72nd US Women’s Open Golf
Championship at Trump National Golf Course in
Bedminster, New Jersey. — AFP


