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ISLAMABAD: A Pakistan app-based
taxi service has launched an unusual
add on, offering passengers the chance
to share their ride with a marriage
matchmaker. Users in Pakistan woke on
Wednesday to an unexpected notifica-
tion from Careem-an Uber-like taxi hail-
ing app popular in Muslim countries:
Have a ‘rishta aunty’ accompany you
during your ride. 

Rishta aunties, as marriage match-
makers are known in South Asia, keep
detailed records of eligible men and
women-from education level and

salary, to height, weight and even skin
tone-and will set you up with your
future spouse, for a fee.

Usually portrayed in popular cul-
ture as bespectacled women with a
clipboard of names and an ancient
Nokia mobile, the aunties have had an
update thanks to Careem. The “rishta”
service-which has only been rolled out
for two days in two cities in Pakistan-
quickly had the country’s  vocal
Twitterati on overdrive. “Careem is the
halal Tinder now, except that there’s a
rishta aunty who’ll do the swiping for

you,”  joked Twitter user
CrazeeGentleman. But many were
speculating that it was just a market-
ing ploy by the taxi app service.

“Driving with rishta aunty a success
for @CareemPAK already, it’s 11.33 AM
and half the marketers in my list are
talking about it,” wrote Amnaa Tariq
on Twitter. 

Careem Pakistan was quick defend
the move as a legit imate service.
“We’d noticed that rishtas are a popu-
lar topic of discussion among our
more senior users. So we’ve launched

this  service in order to help the
younger people find a right match,”
said Careem Pakistan’s head of public
affairs Sibtain Naqvi, according to
local media. “During the ride people
can tell the aunty their preferences and
the Aunty will later get in touch with
them with a suitable rishta (relation-
ship),” Naqvi added. It’s not the first
time that the taxi app has sought to
diversify. In January the firm rolled out
“Careem Doctor”, offering to bring a
medical professional to your
doorstep.—AFP 

Pakistani taxi app offers ride with a marriage matchmaker

NEW DELHI: Ram Nath Kovind was
elected India’s new president yesterday,
the second time since independence a
head of state has been chosen from the
bottom of the Hindu caste system.
Kovind won the largely ceremonial posi-
tion with more than 65 percent of the

vote by members of India’s parliament
and state assemblies, the election com-
mission said. The 71-year-old former
lawyer and state governor from the mar-
ginalized Dalit community was nominat-
ed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
ruling party for post.

The opposition Congress Party also
put forward a Dalit candidate, a former
parliamentary speaker Meira Kumar. But
Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party assembled
enough electoral college votes to push
through its candidate and the outcome
was expected. “Congratulations to Shri
Ram Nath Kovind Ji on being elected the
President of India! Best wishes for a fruit-
ful and inspiring tenure,” Modi wrote on
Twitter. Analysts said the election of
Kovind would help Modi tighten his grip
on power and accrue political capital by
sending an important message to the
Dalits, a long-disdained electoral group
once known as “untouchables”.

Dalits, who number around 200 mil-
lion in the nation of 1.3 billion, are
among India’s poorest communities and
relegated to the margins of society.
Despite legal protection, discrimination
is rife and Dalits are routinely denied
access to education and other advance-
ment opportunities. 

Modi had hailed the rise of Kovind,
the son of a farmer and former Supreme
Court lawyer, from “a humble back-
ground”. India’s prime minister wields
executive power, but the president can
send back some parliamentary bills for
reconsideration and also plays a guid-
ing role in the process of forming gov-
ernments.—AFP

SHIMLA: A man accused of the gang rape and murder of a
girl in northern India has been killed in police custody, an
official said yesterday, sparking angry riots in the usually
tranquil Himalayan region. Hundreds of protesters furious
over the police handling of the case chanted “we want jus-
tice” in the popular tourist hill resort of Shimla, with busi-
nesses remaining closed in some parts of Himachal
Pradesh state. 

There have been vigils and strikes across the region
since the 16-year-old victim was found naked and mutilat-
ed in a forest, with many accusing police of bungling the
investigation. Tensions escalated further after a suspect
held for the gruesome crime was killed in his cell by anoth-
er inmate during a scuffle. Nepalese national Suraj Singh,
struck his head against the wall “and was taken to hospital
where he was declared dead,” said Z.H. Zaidi, the police
inspector general.

News of his death triggered fury, with rioters torching a
police station and vehicles. The brutality of the crime
shocked residents in Himachal Pradesh, a Himalayan state
with some of India’s lowest rates of sexual violence, and
prompted calls for a swift investigation. An autopsy con-
firmed the girl was gang raped and strangled. She sus-
tained severe injuries in the assault, including a broken leg.
Six men were arrested but those calling for swift justice
accused police of bungling the case, saying the main cul-
prits were still at large.

“The main accused is roaming free. How can anyone die
in police custody?” one protester in Shimla told Indian
broadcaster NDTV yesterday. India has a gruesome record
on rape. Nearly 40,000 rape cases are reported every year
but the real number is thought to be much higher, with
victims wary of how their complaints will be handled.
Nearly 2,200 rapes were registered in 2015 in the Indian
capital New Delhi, an average of six per day. Himachal
Pradesh recorded 244 rapes that same year, among the
lowest rates in India.—AFP 

SHIMLA: At least 28 people were
ki l led yesterday af ter  a  bus
plunged into a deep gorge in a
Himalayan region of northern India
popular with tourists, police said.
The accident occurred around 100
kilometers from the hill resort of
Shimla in Himachal Pradesh state,
sa id  pol ice  super intendent
Soumiya Sambasivan. “28 people
have died and seven are injured.
All the bodies have been identi-
fied,” she said. The bus was taking
around 40 people from Kinnaur
dist r ict  towards  Solan when i t
rolled roughly 200 meters down a
gorge to the banks of a river.

Images from the scene showed
emergency workers conducting a
rescue operation with the help of
local volunteers. Last week, 16 pil-
grims died in a bus crash in neigh-

boring Jammu and Kashmir state,
while in April 44 people were killed in
Himachal Pradesh in a similar acci-
dent. India has some of the world’s

highest traffic fatalities with more
than 150,000 deaths annually due to
poor roads, badly maintained vehi-
cles and reckless driving. —AFP

India gets new president from 
bottom of Hindu caste system
Kovind would help Modi tighten his grip on power

NEW DELHI: In this file photo, Ram Nath Kovind, center, waves to media upon
arrival at the airport in New Delhi, India.—AP

Bus crash kills 28 in northern India

SHIMLA, India: The wreckage of a bus lies in a gorge following an accident
near the Indian town of Rampur yesterday.—AFP

Riots, strikes as India rape 
accused killed in custody

SHIMLA, India: Demonstrators march along a street during
a Shimla Nagrik Sabha rally against the rape and murder of
a teenage girl, in Kotkhai, Shimla district, in the northern
Indian state of Himachal Pradeshon, yesterday. —AFP


