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BEIJING: A sudden leadership change in one of China’s
biggest cities has highlighted President Xi Jinping’s ambi-
tion to consolidate his grip on power at an upcoming
major political gathering, analysts say. Former Xi aide
Chen Miner was named Communist Party chief in
Chongqing last weekend, abruptly replacing a politician
who was once widely regarded as a contender for promo-
tion to China’s top political body. The shake-up in the
southwestern megalopolis may signal that Xi is maneu-
vering to stack the national leadership with his supporters
at the Communist Party congress later this year.

During the meeting, Xi is widely expected to secure a
second five year term, but what is less clear is who will
depart or ascend to the Politburo standing committee,
the group of seven politicians who run the world’s second
largest economy. Chen replaced Sun Zhengcai, a member
of the 25-person Politburo who was once a favorite for
promotion to the standing committee. Chongqing, with a
population exceeding 30 million, is best known to China
watchers as the stronghold of Bo Xilai, the outspoken for-
mer official who became one of the highest-profile targets
of Xi’s anti-corruption campaign.

Bo, who is now serving a life sentence, was rumored to
be part of a network plotting to stop Xi from assuming con-
trol of the party in 2012, and Sun was charged with erasing
his influence on the city. In February, party discipline inspec-
tors publicly rebuked Sun for failing to get the job done,
leaving his future in question. The city must “resolutely
remove the bad impact” of Bo’s case, Chen told city officials
shortly after the announcement of his promotion, according
to the Chongqing Daily. While no reason was given for the
leadership switch, the South China Morning Post reported
that Sun was under investigation by the Communist Party.
The failure to “purge Bo’s poison” was likely a factor in the
decision to replace Sun, said Hu Xingdou, an expert on
China’s governance at the Beijing Institute of Technology.
But “his removal from office is probably because he directly
or indirectly affected Xi Jinping’s personnel plans for the
19th Party Congress,” he said.

The dominant voice   
Chen first worked with Xi in 2002, when the president

became party chief of eastern Zhejiang province. In late
2012, the former propaganda chief’s career kicked into
overdrive following Xi’s ascension to the head of the
Communist Party. Chen became governor of southwest
Guizhou province in 2013, adding the title of party secre-
tary in 2015. “He’s an important member of Xi’s ‘New
Zhejiang Army’,” Hu said, referring to the group of allies
who worked with the president when he was the
province’s party chief.

“He is a person who Xi Jinping very much trusts and
relies on.” Chen’s promotion has “smashed” expectations
that Sun would be promoted to the politburo standing
committee during the Party Congress this fall, said Chen
Daoyin, an associate professor at Shanghai University of
Political Science and Law. The promotion, he said, was part
of a campaign by Xi to dismantle the system of political
succession established by his direct predecessor Hu Jintao
and former premier Wen Jiabao, who have maintained
considerable influence even in retirement. —AFP

NEW DELHI: India’s stand in its border
dispute with China is supported by oth-
er countries, Foreign Minister Sushma
Swaraj said yesterday as she praised tiny
Bhutan for standing up to China in the
row. Swaraj reaffirmed that India’s secu-
rity could be jeopardized if China takes
over the zone where the frontiers of
India, China and Bhutan meet. The
standoff started more than a month ago
after Chinese troops started building a
road on the remote plateau, which is
disputed by China and Bhutan. Indian
troops moved in to the flashpoint zone
to halt the work.

“All the countries understand that
India’s stand is not wrong. Justice is on
our side, this is being accepted by all
other countries,” the minister told the
upper house of the Indian parliament.
China has also declared that it has inter-
national support, with its foreign min-
istry saying on Tuesday that foreign
diplomats were “shocked” by India’s
“illegal trespass”. Swaraj praised Bhutan,
one of the world’s smallest countries, for
taking an “aggressive” stand and not
bowing to its giant neighbor.

Bhutan has said construction of the
road is “a direct violation” of agree-
ments with China. Bhutan and China do
not have diplomatic relations. India,
which fought a war with China in 1962
over a separate part of the disputed
Himalayan border, supports Bhutan’s
claim. “There is a written agreement
signed in 2012 which states that the

issue of trijunction (the border where
the three countries meet) should be
decided by India, China and ... Bhutan,”
Swaraj said. “All this while China has
been building roads... various activities
have been going on. 

This time they brought bulldozers
and excavators and their intention is to
reach the trijunction. “They want to end
the status quo of this trijunction unilat-
erally,” she added. China has said Indian

troops should “unconditionally” with-
draw to the Indian side before talks can
start on the dispute.  Swaraj said China
must also pull back its troops for any
dialogue to happen. 

India and China have vied for influ-
ence in South Asia,  with Beij ing
ploughing large sums into infrastruc-
ture projects in Nepal, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh.  Bhutan has remained
closely allied to India.—AFP 

HONG KONG: The annual Hong Kong
book fair has always been a source of polit-
ically sensitive titles banned in China, but
this year fewer were on display as the city
faces growing pressure under an increas-
ingly assertive Beijing. Several publishing
houses were still displaying controversial
books at the harbor front convention cen-
tre as part of a fair that attracts more than
a million visitors over six days. But the
number has shrunk since the disappear-
ance of five city booksellers who worked
for a publisher specializing in salacious
titles about Chinese political leaders.

They vanished almost two years ago
and resurfaced on the mainland, where
one still remains in custody. Since then,
mainstream bookstores in Hong Kong
have removed titles likely to offend
Chinese authorities and smaller producers
have shied away from rocking the boat. It
comes as many fear that Beijing is tighten-
ing its grip on semi-autonomous Hong
Kong and threatening its cherished free-
doms. Greenfield Bookstore has long sold
banned works at the book fair and this
year displayed titles about late Chinese
dissident Liu Xiaobo and former Chinese
leader Mao Zedong.

But a store manager who identified
himself only as Mr Tam estimated the
overall number of politically sensitive
books on sale across the fair was down as
much as 70 percent. “There are less of
these books coming out. Some of the
smaller and independent companies, they
haven’t come back,” he said. Hong Kong
book store owner Paul Tang said that pro-
duction of gossipy books on Chinese lead-
ers has seen a significant decline since the

disappearance of the five booksellers.
Mainland customers who used to travel

over the border to snap them up have also
stayed away, he said.  “A lot of publishers
are self censoring and afraid to produce
more books,” Tang said. Flipping through
a title about late Nobel laureate Liu at the
Greenfield stall, housewife Wincy Chan
said she was disappointed the book fair
did not address the elephant in the room-
Liu’s death last week in Chinese custody.
“They are avoiding the topic with the
theme of travel,” said Chan, in her 50s,
referring to the fair’s focus this year. Chan
said she was worried politically sensitive
books would not be available in the future. 

But some hope a new wave of writers
and satirists will keep the political debate
alive.  At the stall belonging to 100 Most,
a lifestyle magazine also known for its
irreverent take on Hong Kong and
Chinese politics, titles included student
protest leader Joshua Wong’s memoirs
and a book about the 2014 pro-democra-
cy Umbrella Movement. Book-lover
Matthew Mok who was browsing the stall
said taking a lighthearted approach could
be a solution. “You can’t directly talk
about things that the Communist Party
finds sensitive-you need a funny way of
going into the topic to make the books
attractive,” Mok, 17, said.—AFP 

HONG KONG: This file photo shows China’s President
Xi Jinping inspecting People’s Liberation Army sol-
diers at a barracks in Hong Kong.—AFP
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BEIJING: In this file photo, an Indian national flag is flown next to the Chinese
national emblem during a welcome ceremony for visiting Indian officials out-
side the Great Hall of the People in Beijing.—AP

China’s banned books fade from Hong Kong

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia has
detained a prominent Bangladesh
activist, civil groups said yesterday,
describing the government action as
“harassment” against human rights
defenders. Adilur Rahman Khan, secre-
tary of  the rights group Odhikar, was
detained after arriving at Kuala
Lumpur International Airport early yes-
terday, activists said. He was due to
speak at a two-day conference organ-
ized by the Anti-Death Penalty Asia
Network. Rights group Voice of the
Malaysian People (Suaram) said Khan
was being kept incommunicado at the
airport’s immigration lock-up and
appealed for his  release.

“Suaram calls for his immediate
release and demand that the immigra-
tion department stop its persistent
harassment against human rights

defenders visiting Malaysia,” it said in a
statement. Immigration authorities
could not be reached for comment.
Malaysia often denies foreign pro-
democracy activists entry into the
country without giving explanation.
The Asian Human Rights Commission
urged the international human rights
community “to immediately intervene
in this case, and secure Khan’s release
from arbitrary detention”.

The commission said it was worried
that the detention of Khan, his coun-
try’s former deputy attorney general,
“is the result of collusion between gov-
ernments in Bangladesh and Malaysia”.
In the past, Khan’s group has been crit-
ical of human rights violations alleged-
ly committed by Bangladeshi security
forces, including torture and extra judi-
cial killings. —AFP
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