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Delevingne: Model, actress
'hopeless romantic'

The world's press are gathered at a news conference for Luc
Besson's "Valerian and the City of a Thousand Planets" and Dane
DeHaan is waxing lyrical about co-star Cara Delevingne. The

pair spent six months in Paris filming as intergalactic special ops
agents Valerian and Laureline in the $180 million blockbuster, which
comes out today, and DeHaan was clearly bowled over by
Delevingne's infectious joie de vivre. 

"I was just so happy to see her every day and be around her and
feed off that energy," DeHaan told reporters at the event in Beverly
Hills. It sounds like the usual mutual back-slapping in which actors
indulge on promotional tours but he is clearly being sincere, and in
any case it is the kind of observation frequently made by people who
have worked with the 24-year-old Londoner.

One of the world's most in-demand models, Delevingne has
earned millions of dollars walking the runways of London, Paris and
Milan for the likes of Burberry and Chanel, and graced countless cov-
ers of Vogue.  But acting has always been her first love. Her rise in
movies since her debut in Joe Wright's "Anna Karenina" (2012)  along-
side Keira Knightley has been swift, with starring parts in teen fable
"Paper Towns" and the super-villain blockbuster "Suicide Squad."

Role model 
Making the transition into acting when you are already well-

known is not as easy as it looks. Former sports stars and other celebri-
ties often observe that while their famous faces get them auditions,
they have to work twice as hard to be taken seriously. Two years ago,
Delevingne appeared on a local US morning talk show to promote
"Paper Towns" and was asked a series of patronizing questions,
including whether she had read the source novel by John Green.  Not
only had she done her homework, but she has since written a com-
ing-of-age novel of her own.

"There will always be people like that, no matter what," she told
AFP in an interview after the news conference. "I think it's just another
opportunity for me to stand my ground and prove I have done the
work. I do work very hard and I'm determined to prove those people
wrong." An influential voice on social media with more than 40 mil-
lion Instagram followers, Delevingne has been praised for being a
beacon to teenagers struggling with their emotions by speaking
openly about her bisexuality and her battles with depression as a 15-
year-old. "I'm very blessed to have a strong influence with young girls
and teenagers," she said. "That's been my goal since I was younger, to
be a role model, for young girls to be able to look up to me, because
I'm following every single one of my dreams that I've had in my life
through hard work and determination."

'Natural born actress' 
When he was casting for the part of Laureline, Besson immediate-

ly thought of Delevingne as an actress who could live up to the spirit
of empowerment her brave, whip-smart character embodies as
Valerian's crime-fighting equal. "She became a model by accident
because a scout guy met her and said, 'You will take good pictures.'
But she's not made for that," Besson told AFP. "She succeeds at that
because she's funny but for me she's a natural born actress. I was
amazed by her capacity and I think she's at the beginning of a long,
long career." 

Critics have observed that the character of Laureline is something
of a paradox-an intrepid, independent woman who nevertheless
defines her happiness in terms of her success in finding love. "That's
what I love about life generally, the dichotomies of everything. Of
course I understand the whole thing of wanting to be a woman who
can look after herself and be completely independent," Delevingne
told AFP.—ÅFP

Casey Affleck plays the ghost in the new David Lowery film,
"A Ghost Story." For most of the movie, expanding wide
Friday, he's silent and cloaked in a white sheet with eye

holes cut out as he returns to his home to look in on his still-living
partner played by Rooney Mara. It's a weird, wild, sometimes fun-
ny and breathtakingly gorgeous film that will leave you thinking
about the big ideas of love, life, eternity.

Affleck, coming off of a best actor win for "Manchester by the
Sea" and an awards season marred by intense public scrutiny
around a past civil sexual harassment lawsuit, is dipping his toes
back in the spotlight to promote the film. He spoke to The
Associated Press about his year and moving on. This interview has
been edited for clarity and brevity.

AP: Congratulations on "A Ghost Story." It is not a scary
film per se, but it has truly haunted me.

AFFLECK: It's been great how much people have responded
to it. Usually you have some sense of what a movie is going to be
and this is probably the film that turned out most differently than
what I expected.

AP: The ghost costume you have to wear is incredible.
AFFLECK: I can't think of another single costume in another

movie where so much of the movie depended on it working. The
sheet looks simple but it wasn't just a sheet and it was hard to get
it to look that way. It was a perfect balance of not being exactly
scary, but not seeming silly and also not seeming slapdash.

AP: How did they convince you to be in a movie where you
are acting through a sheet most of the time?

AFFLECK: I may be unusual, I can't say for sure in this regard,
but when I heard that I was like, "I'm totally in." The idea of being
hidden somehow was so appealing to me. And David doesn't
have to persuade me. I have so much fun working with him and
Rooney and his producers. It was a three-second conversation.

AP: People have really latched on to that long take of
Rooney eating the pie.

AFFLECK: There was quite a bit of build up to that. What kind
of pie is it going to be? Where is the pie coming from? Who is
making the pie? Rooney had strangely never eaten a pie which is
the weirdest thing. There are lots of things I haven't eaten, but
you'd think a pie is something you'd have come across at some
point.

AP: It's a fairly contemplative film, do you think it has a
broader audience than just cinephiles?

AFFLECK: I don't really consider myself a cinephile. I have
pretty mainstream tastes. I have an appetite for some difficult
movies like Tarkovsky movies or Bela Tarr movies. But I also kind
of really just love "World War Z" too. And I love this movie. I think
it's really, really moving and romantic and sweet and full of ideas
that I wasn't really aware of. A good movie tends to bring out all
of these ideas from other things that you read and this movie
does that in a way that's really accessible. I don't think it's a weird,

esoteric, experimental art house movie at all. It's very touching,
just not dumbed down.

AP: You've worked with David three times now, what do
you think his future holds?

AFFLECK: I think he's one of our most interesting directors. I
would bet that he has a very long career marked by very different
types of movies in the same vein as the Coen brothers or Stanley
Kubrick. And I bet, just like those guys, there will be a few master-
pieces in there.

AP: And you're directing a feature now too called "Light of
My Life"?

AFFLECK: Just finished a first cut. It's torture. You have to sit
there with something you wrote, acted in, were there every day
directing. You see the first (cut) and think, "Wow, I've made one of
the worst movies of all time." I've been reassured by directors
who I really love who make great movies that that's always their
experience too.

AP: Finally, the year was coupled with both a professional
high in your best actor win and intense public scrutiny of you
personally. Do you have any reflections on that experience?

AFFLECK: There were very high moments and there were
some difficult challenges. Winning an Oscar was such a high it
was an out of body experience. I was genuinely honored by that
and the other awards for "Manchester." Publicizing a movie is, you
know, something that I'm used to. That's part of my job and I have
no complaints talking about the work. The challenges of being
spoken about personally in the media were very sobering and
they really hurt, especially my family which is what I really cared
about.

And it was confusing because it was all so at odds with my
core values. The more kindness and compassion we can find for
all people, the better all our lives will be. And I believe harassment
of any kind is completely unacceptable. Bullying and mistreat-
ment of anyone is totally abhorrent. Everyone should be treated
with respect in the workplace and anywhere else. That's what I
teach my kids and it's how I try to live my life.

However, I couldn't and can't talk about it as it related to me
because everyone involved signed something saying we would-
n't talk about it and that it has been settled to the mutual satisfac-
tion of all parties. That's all we can say. So I am just trying to move
on. Period. Ultimately, I am really glad that there's a heightened
cultural awareness around those issues. I took my kids to the
Women's March in Vancouver where I was working and there
were a lot of people there. It was a family event and I got the
sense that this generation of kids growing up, my own included,
are going to be filled with a sense of activist empowerment and
they're going to be loud voices for social justice. I think that that
might be the silver lining. — AP

Q&A: Casey Affleck goes under 
a sheet for 'A Ghost Story'

Cara Delevingne attends the premiere of EuropaCorp and STX
Entertainment’s ‘Valerian and The City of a Thousand Planets’
at TCL Chinese Theatre in Hollywood, California. — AFP

In this file photo, actor Casey
Affleck arrives at the 2013 AFI
Fest premiere of ‘Out of the
Furnace’ in Los Angeles.

This image released by A24 shows Rooney Mara in a scene from the film, "A Ghost Story." 
—AP photos


