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We both agree the show has lost its way in
recent years, when did the flaws really start?

Vishal: The flaws really started from season 5
onwards. I was a book reader before I watched
the show yet the first 5 seasons of the show
seemed almost faultless. GOT didn't seem to
have those hiccups that plague most adapta-
tions and it really seemed to do the books jus-
tice. The flaws I mainly refer to now are evident -
there's a lack of nuance and a clumsy attitude
towards the story telling with the numerous plot
holes and having characters going from one
place to another in an instant. Also entire scenes
seem to simply set up social media talking
points (which used to be organic once) and
these attempts to almost 'pander' to the audi-
ence really sticks out, even more so in a fantasy
setting.

Aakash: Yeah the fifth season was definitely
the weakest run of the show. It gave us the
notorious 'Sansa marries Ramsay' plot and of
course Dorne. I remember being really excited
for the 5th season. One of my first entertain-
ment articles was 'Why you should be watching
Game of Thrones' which I wrote in anticipation
of the 5th season. It started with the killing of
the King Beyond the Wall in such lackluster fash-
ion and before it could settle down after that
they threw Sansa in Winterfell. The sixth season
was buried with those same issues. Character
development completely stalled with Dany and
Arya going nowhere...

V: The horrendous, lazy dialogues that make
the characters sound like they were born in
1991.

A: The show tends to forget they are writing
in a medieval/fantasy setting and this 'modern'
writing tone really stands out.

Getting to the 7th season - 
how did the first episode do

A: Like the 5 season openers before it, the
show was resetting the board. The common
phrase used for this is 'resetting the chess
pieces' - a term I don't really like using.

V: I think it's also called 'table-setting'?
A: 'Table-setting' does sounds more apt. In

any case, the episode was filled with it. It got
some characters in new locations and reiterated

where we left them in the last season. But it
seemed slower than the other season openers
for some reason.

V: It was the repetition. Like the Jon scene
takes place maybe 5 minutes after where we left
off. It also felt similar because once again we get
Lyanna Mormont shouting at someone 50 years
her senior. Also Arya was still in the same Frey
hall and she ends up doing the same thing but
on a slightly bigger scale.

A: Yeah I wish they did something different
with setting this time for Arya's latest killing
spree. Maybe a little set-up would have made
things more interesting instead of the bland,
soulless scene we end up getting.

V: In contrast however, when we move to
King's Landing, the scene shines because it feels
like things have progressed beyond the Sept
explosion and we are getting this really intense
scene between two characters who have no
clue how to feel about each other anymore. 
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'Game of Thrones', the world's biggest cultural phenomenal
landed this week and I thought - 'what better way to cele-
brate the occasion than reviewing it with my brother'. My
elder brother Vishal and I are both mega fans of 'Song of Ice
and Fire' and we'll be taking a look at each episode this sea-
son and provide a run-down and re-cap of all the major and
minor moments. Episode 1 'Dragonstone' got the season off
to a rough start but before we get to the season opener, let's
provide a small glimpse of our take on the show. 


