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LONDON: Kevin Pietersen said yesterday he has
not ruled out resurrecting his international career
with his native South Africa even though he’ll be
pushing 40 when he requalifies. The 37-year-old
batsman will become eligible to play for the
Proteas in 2019 having not been selected for
England after being sacked in the aftermath of the
2013-14 Ashes defeat in Australia.

“You are talking about in two years’ time.
Would I? Who knows? We’ll have to wait and see
where I am,” said Pietersen after smashing a

thrilling half-century to lead Surrey to a 10-run
win over Essex in front of almost 24,000 fans at
the Oval in the Twenty20 Blast in an explosive
return to English cricket. “I’m going to be playing
a lot of cricket in South Africa over the next two
years, so we’ll see. “I love batting: I will bat for as
long as I  love the art of batting. I  do at the
moment, but I’m an old man now, I’ve just hurt
my calf, I didn’t field. “Who knows where I’ll be in
two years’ time? If I enjoy batting, we’ll see where
I get to. I’m in a very happy place.”

Pietersen hit four sixes in an over on his way to
52 off 35 balls in a Surrey total of 150 for nine on
Wednesday. In reply, Essex were restricted to 140
for seven. Pietersen, who suffered a calf injury
which prevented him from fielding, was playing his
first English domestic match for nearly two years.
He had a lucky escape in the 10th over when he
was dropped by Dan Lawrence off Ashar Zaidi and
added 43 with Dominic Sibley. Pietersen was even-
tually out in the 16th over, three balls after reach-
ing his 40th half-century in T20 cricket. —AFP

Pietersen eyes S Africa international return

SOUTHPORT: England’s Ian Poulter hits from the 12th tee during the first round of the British Open Golf
Championship, at Royal Birkdale. —AP

SOUTHPORT: Stuart Manley was up part of the night tend-
ing to his 6-month-old son, and so nervous when he stood
on the first tee that he thought he wouldn’t be able to hit
the ball. By the time he had finished his first round in the
British Open the journeyman from Wales had the equally
hard task of explaining how he somehow managed to get
on the leaderboard yesterday at Royal Birkdale.

“I didn’t dream of it. I didn’t think about it,” Manley said.
“I just thought, post a decent score, give myself tomorrow
for making the cut and have a good weekend. I didn’t real-
ly dream I’d be sitting here and being the leader after
round one, so far anyway.” Manley had his reasons for
being surprised. At the age of 38 - after 13 years struggling
as a pro - he was playing in his first British Open and just
hoping for a respectable outing.

Bad night’s sleep 
What he ended up with was an eagle-birdie finish that

gave him a 68 to put him atop the early leaderboard at the
Open - a lead that lasted about an hour before Ian Poulter
came in with a 67. “It happened so quick,” Manley said,
seemingly still in a daze. “I eagled 17, birdied 18. Didn’t
have much time to look at the leaderboards. So it hasn’t
really sunk in, I don’t think yet.”

It wasn’t as if Manley was in good form coming in to the

Open.  After  qual i fy ing with  a  t ie  for  second at  the
Johannesburg Open in February he has made the cut in
only one of his last 10 tournaments. He had a bad night’s
sleep. And then an even worse warmup on the driving
range. “I thought the warmup would have gone better this
morning, but it didn’t,” he said. “So I thought, OK, this is
the game I’ve got. I’m just going to have to plot my way
around, and it seemed to work.”

What Manley did was what more seasoned players are
trying to do at Royal Birkdale. He wanted to avoid the fair-
way bunkers and aim for the front edge of the green on
every hole. Par was his friend, and he made enough of
them - 13 to be exact - that he was in position to take
advantage of the final two holes. It was a score he might
have dreamed about had he slept better overnight.

“I think I’ll sleep a lot better tonight,” he said. “I’m really
pretty tired.” Manley, who once considered playing soccer
professionally before deciding on a career in golf, has
bounced between the European Tour and minor tours and
came into the Open ranked No 520 in the world. But he said
he feels like he is still improving and hasn’t thought about
quitting the game. He likes the travel, and likes to bring
along his dog, Griff, to tournaments when he can. “I’m gut-
ted I didn’t bring him this week, to be fair,” he said. “He’s on
holiday, down in west Wales at the moment.” —AP

No sleep, jittery nerves and 
an opening 68 for Manley
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Westley set for 
England debut 
against S Africa

LONDON: Essex batsman Tom Westley is in line to make
his England debut at number three in next week’s third
Test against South Africa at The Oval, the England and
Wales Cricket Board announced yesterday. He could be
joined in the side by another newcomer to Test cricket in
Middlesex batsman Dawid Malan, also included in a 13-
man squad for what will be the 100th Test at The Oval,
which starts on Thursday, July 27.

Gary Ballance, England’s number three in their crush-
ing 346-run defeat in the second Test at Trent Bridge
last week that saw South Africa level the four-match
series at 1-1, was ruled out on Tuesday with a broken
finger. “Essex’s Tom Westley is set to earn his first cap,
with selectors confirming he will bat at number three in
the 100th Test at the Oval,” said an ECB statement
issued as the selectors took the unusual setp of con-
firming the newcomer’s place in the side long in
advance of the match.

“Middlesex batsman Dawid Malan is also included in
the squad for the first time and could feature if England
decide on selecting an extra batsman when they con-
firm their starting line-up next week. “England will
report to the Kia Oval on Tuesday, where they will train
in the afternoon.”

England born but South Africa raised Malan looks as if
he will go head-to-head with spin-bowling all-rounder
Liam Dawson for a place in the side. But struggling open-
er Keaton Jennings is set to retain his place alongside
Alastair Cook, with in-form Surrey batsman Mark
Stoneman missing out on a call-up on his home ground.
Meanwhile Malan’s county colleague Toby Roland-Jones,
also uncapped, will vy for a place among England’s pace
attack with Mark Wood. Durham quick Wood has strug-
gled for form this series but has been passed fit following
a heel problem.

Ballance struggles 
Yorkshire left-hander Ballance would, however, have

been under pressure to retain his position even if fully fit.
He has averaged a meagre 21.25 in four innings so far this
series, with a top score of 34, in what is the Zimbabwe-
born batsman’s third crack at Test cricket. England were
bowled out for just 133 on the fourth day at Trent Bridge,
with Ballance dismissed for four. Their top-order batting
has long been a concern, hence the call-ups for both
Westley, 28, and Malan, 29.

Westley has been in good form for County
Championship leaders Essex so far this season, scoring
478 First Division runs, including two centuries, at an aver-
age of 53.11. Significantly, he also made 106 not out
against a strong South Africa attack for the second-string
England Lions at Worcester last month. 

Malan, who made a match-winning debut in England’s
deciding Twenty20 victory against South Africa in Cardiff
last month, with 78 off 44 balls in Cardiff, has been a con-
sistent performer in red-ball cricket with Middlesex. He
averages 42.50 in the County Championship so far this
season, with a top score of 115. —AFP 


