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Do we need a new policy to combat traf-
ficking in heritage objects? I would say
definitely yes. The Arab world faces the

threat of loss of identity, including theft and
destruction of monuments and museums. So I
bel ieve inst i tut ions  l ike  the German
Archaeological Institute can help countries fac-
ing civil wars and conflicts to preserve their her-
itage by helping their citizens do so. It is not
only institutional work, but humane and impor-
tant too. 

I t  is  a great and noble intuitive from the
Germans to support developing countries to
preserve their heritage, and I see UNESCO taking
a bigger part in this as a matter of pride. It is
imperative to face the dangers of theft of antiq-
uities by training security forces and authorities
at  a l l  por ts  to  f i rmly  stop any such i l l ic i t
attempts, whether by individuals or institutions.
This requires collective action and international
cooperation, like the war against terror. This is a
serious issue that affects the history of coun-
tries. I believe Germany has all the resources to
support such a global action in cooperation with
UNESCO.

Our group paid an impor tant visit  to the
German Commission for  UNESCO.  The UN
agenc y ’s  headquar ters  is  in  Par is,  but  t ies
between UNESCO and Germany are old. A long
time before the Federal Republic of Germany was
admitted as a member of the United Nations in
1973, UNESCO opened the door to Germany’s
return to international politics at a multilateral
level. UNESCO in Germany today has several top-
ics of interest within its field of work, including
education, science, culture and communication. 

The program also focused on Prussian cultural
heritage, which includes national museums in
Berlin. Berlin’s Museum Island is a magnificent
work of art - an outstanding ensemble of five
world-renowned museums. I advise everyone to
go and visit the island. The complex has been
named a UNESCO World Heritage Site. After my
visit, I know why, and UNESCO is right. From the
bust of Egyptian queen Nefertiti, to the breath-
taking Pergamon altar and the stunning Ishtar
Gate, the museums have it all. 

Germany has a policy to protect its history
and cultural heritage. In Germany, cultural sites
are endless and always wooing the public. There
are calls for promoting private initiatives like the
German Heritage Foundation, which seeks to
create awareness among the society’s members.
Another example is the Zollverein Coal Mine
Industrial Complex in Essen. It is a place not to
miss. It was the world’s largest and most modern
coalmining facility and a leading example of the
development of heavy industry in Europe. Today,
with its Bauhaus-influenced design, the mine is a
triumph of modern industrial architecture and a
center of art and culture.

Cologne Cathedral  is  a breathtak ing site
restored by experts. The place was packed with
people from around the world and is surrounded
with touristic shops. The Augustusburg and
Falkenlust palaces form a historical building
complex in Bruhl, North Rhine, and are amazing.
The palaces were built at the beginning of the
18th century and are listed as UNESCO world
heritage sites since 1984. They are proof that
“anything made by man bears the mark of his
time and place and once lost, it is gone forever”.

The participants of the program were all high-
ly experienced, contributing to the enrichment
of dialogue and diversity, whether geographical
or cultural, which contributed to identifying oth-
er cultures and not only of the host country.
Germany is a country that has survived wars, but
does not want to forget its history. Germany
today is strong because it knows how to preserve
its identity.
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KUWAIT: Drugs Control General
Department (DCGD) officers found 35,000
grams of ‘chemical’; a variation of ‘Spice’
(synthetic marijuana) with added chemi-
cals, during an operation carried out yester-
day, the Interior Ministry announced. Police
also seized some chemical material that is
used in making the drugs. The total value
of the drugs seized is estimated at KD
700,000, the ministry said.

Fires
A family consisting of one man, five

women, two domestic helpers and four
children were rescued from a fire in their
Oyoun home. Jahra occupational and Jahra
fire stations responded to a call about a fire
that started in the ground floor of a three-
storey building. Residents were on the
upper floor and were rescued using fire lad-

ders, as they suffered smoke inhalation,
while two firemen complained of heat
exhaustion. They were taken to Jahra hos-
pital separately, fire broke out in a bus on
Mutlaa road near the 26th kilometer mark.
Jahra fire station responded and rescued
the trapped people, as five of them suf-
fered from smoke inhalation.

Fake office
Residency detectives busted a gang that

ran a fake domestic help office and used it
for vice activities. Detectives received infor-
mation about two  men, Arab and Asian,
running a bogus office and using women
for illegal activities. Police raided several
apartments in Farwaniya where the two
were arrested along with 41 Ethiopian
women who were all in violation of the res-
idency law. Separately, 28 violators of resi-
dency law were arrested in a Mahboula
building.

35,000 grams of ‘chemical’ drug seized

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The next few weeks will see the
first step of issuing driver’s licenses elec-
tronically, which aims at making a qualita-
tive move in serving citizens and expats.
There will be 15 self-service kiosks to issue
driver’s licenses, as well as introducing a
new generation of smart driver’s licenses
according to international standards for cit-
izens and upgrading printers that match
the latest techniques in this field.

System upgrade
Acting Director of the Public Authority

for Manpower Ahmad Al-Mousa responded
to complaints by some users of the elec-
tronic system on the delay in transactions
for their workers. “The system may be slow-
er due to the improvements that the sys-
tem is currently undergoing,” he said,

adding that “this slowness will not last
long.” Mousa thanked employees at the
work departments for their efforts.

Exonerated
The criminal court exonerated man-

agers of three commercial companies as
well as 22 citizens over charges of taking
illegal salaries from the Manpower and
Government Restructuring Program
(MGRP) through forgery. The prosecution
had accused them of forging official doc-
uments between July 8, 2007 till Dec 31,
2011. The documents are applications to
register  the suspects at  the Public
Institution for Social Security, and appli-
cations to receive social allowance pay-
ments from MGRP. The prosecution also
accused them of taking thousands of
dinars in cash by committing the actions
mentioned above.

Driver’s licenses issued

electronically soon

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fishermen Association
(KFA) organized its annual seminar to
announce the start of the shrimping
season in international waters, which
begins on August 1. Col Tariq Al-Wazaq
of the Kuwait Coast Guard, head of the
violations department at the Public
Authority for Agricultural Affairs and
Fish Resources (PAAAFR) Waleed Abbas
Khan and KFA President Khalid Al-
Suwayan attended the seminar. The
meeting dealt with preparations for the
start of the season. Suwayan lauded the
efforts of interior minister and Assistant
Undersecretary for Sea and Land
Borders Lt Gen Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Yousuf Al-Sabah.

He said there was an initial approval
to allow exit and entrance of Kuwaiti
fishing boats from Doha Port. Wazaq
said the coast guard does not have a
problem with boats in Al-Shamlan
Marina leaving from Doha Port, and the
southern boats from Um Al-Maradem,
provided that KFA coordinates with the
Kuwait Ports Authority (KPA).

Wazaq spoke about exiting and
entering international waters, adding
that boats from Shamlan Marina leave
from Doha first before going to interna-
tional waters. When boats return from
international waters, they should first
pass by the coast guard for inspection,
then go to Doha Port, then to the mari-
na, because it is not allowed to enter
Shamlan Marina before passing by

Doha, and violators will  face legal
action.

Meanwhile, KFA’s Hassan Al-Sebagha
said that it was agreed by the coast
guard on the following:

1. Make a special form of three
copies for Doha sea outlet that has the
licensing details, name of the boat,
names of fishermen on the boat, the
owner and their civil ID numbers.

2. Accepting the civil ID at Doha sea
outlet and Um Al-Maradem instead of
the passport.

3. All fishermen must have a valid
residency permit along with the civil ID.

4. Fishermen with temporary resi-
dence permits are not allowed to leave
to international waters.

5. If fishermen see anything suspi-
cious, they must inform the coast guard
about it to maintain public security.

Preparations set

for shrimping season

KUWAIT: At least 2,366 people were
killed in traffic accidents from 2012 to
April,  2017, statistics by Ministry of
Interior have revealed. Up to 917,447
accidents took place during this period,
the ministry’s public relations and secu-
rity media department said in a press
statement on Monday.  The number of
people killed by traffic accidents in 2012,
2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 reached
454, 445, 461, 429, 424 and 153 respec-
tively, it added.  The number of acci-

dents in 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016
and 2017 hit 66,271; 89,527; 99,047;
77,961; 71,582 and 23,529 respectively, it
noted. Most traffic accidents and viola-
tions were caused by exceeding speed
limitations, crossing red signals and talk-
ing on mobile phones while driving, the
statement pointed out. The statement
urged vehicles’ drivers to necessarily
abide by traffic rules, regulations and
signals in order to avoid accidents and
keep the safety of people. — KUNA

Traffic accidents killed 2,366

people in five years in Kuwait 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fishermen Association’s
President Khalid Al-Suwayan during the
seminar. 
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC) announced yesterday that it will
co-organize the 29th annual pearl div-
ing trip next Thursday which will be
held under the patronage of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-

Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.
In a press release,  KPC Deputy

Managing Director for Relations and
Information Technology Sheikh Faisal
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah said that the upcom-
ing event would promote Gulf

Cooperation Council (GCC) values and
solidarity amongst the youth of Kuwait
and the region.

Regarding KPC involvement,  he
affirmed that the corporation was
always eager to contribute to the bol-

stering of cultural identity and preserv-
ing Gulf heritage, affirming that it was
part of KPC’s social responsibility. The
29th annual pearl diving trip will begin
from Kuwait Sea Sports Club located in
Ras Al-Salmiya area. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Young divers practice yesterday in preparation for the annual pearl diving
trip which kicks off tomorrow. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

Pearl diving boats prepared for the trip.

KPC co-organizes annual pearl diving trip

Backup location secured for

key petrochemical project

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Municipal Council
agreed yesterday to designate a substi-
tute site for the Petrochemicals Industries
Company’s integrated Olefins III and
Aromatics II project, to be carried out
within Al-Zour Refinery mega project.
Head of Al-Ahmadi Governorate’s delega-
tion Dr Mansour Al-Khurainej said that
the council has earmarked 11 locations in
Hadiya area for converter stations, “given

the dearth of power stations in the area.”
Meanwhile, he revealed that the

council  has also obliged to Kuwait
National Petroleum Company’s request
to expand its premises in Al-Ahmadi.
On a related note, the municipal official
pointed out that the council is looking
further into plans to privatize industrial
lands where several  oi l  companies
operate. — KUNA

KUWAIT: A Municipal Council committee meets to determine an alternative location
for a key petrochemical project. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Hawally municipality issued 46 citations during a campaign against restaurants and shops in Hawally governorate. They also
destroyed 56 kilograms of food unfit for human consumption. Meanwhile, Ahmadi Municipality carried out a campaign that resulted in
issuing eight citations, and also closed two stores. Twenty five advertising signs were removed from main streets in Fahaheel. 

— By Hanan Al-Saadoun


