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KUWAIT: The Arabian red fox, a subspecies of the red fox that is native to the Arabian Peninsula. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah congratulated Ram Nath
Kovind on being sworn-in as the 14th president of
India yesterday. His Highness the Amir wished Kovind
luck and success in his new role. His Highness the Amir
also sent a cable to the newly elected and sworn-in
President of Albania Ilir Meta, congratulating him on
winning the trust of his people. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil was down by
$1.27 to $44.91 per barrel (pb) on Monday as
oppose to $46.18 pb on Friday, said the Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) yesterday.
Globally, the prices were up during Monday’s
trading after Saudi Arabia, the biggest oil pro-
ducer in OPEC, pledged to lower it exports for
the sake of finding a balance between sup-
plies and demands. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The US Dollar’s exchange rate was
stable at KD 0.302, the same case with the
Euro, which stood at KD 0.352, said the Central
Bank of Kuwait (CBK) yesterday. The bank
added that the Sterling Pound, the Swiss
Franc, the Japanese Yen also remained
unchanged at KD 0.393, KD 0.319, and KD
0.002 respectively. —KUNA
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ASEELA, Morocco: Kuwait is a beacon
of Arab and Islamic culture, which
played a major role in spreading Arab
and Islamic culture, Kuwaiti novelist
Taleb Al-Refai said on Monday. In a
statement made on the sidelines of
Aseela’s 39th International Culture
forum, Refai added that what makes
Kuwait become such important player
was its initiative since the 1960s
through issuing various publications,
magazines, and books.

Refai pointed out that these publi-
cations, which continue to this day and

are distributed in Arab countries at
nominal prices have placed Kuwait’s on
“Arab cultural memory for the entire
generation,” referring to some publica-
tions like Arab magazine, world of
knowledge, the world of thought,
world culture, and the world theater.
He stressed that these issues would
not have continued without the cli-
mate of freedom and openness
enjoyed by the State of Kuwait, point-
ing to the embrace of many Arab intel-
lectuals of Kuwait as a center of culture
and enlightenment in the Arab world.

Refai stressed on the support of the
Kuwaiti political leadership, led by His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, to culture in
Arab countries as the basis of Arab unity
and a key entry point for achieving sus-
tainable development. On Sunday, Refai
participated in a symposium entitled
‘Contemporary Arab Thought and the
Religious Issue’ at the Forum during
which he reviewed the aspects of the
Kuwaiti model in openness and toler-
ance, stressing that Kuwaiti society is tol-
erant and open to the others. —KUNA
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ASEELA, Morocco: Kuwaiti novelist Taleb Al-Refai participates in Aseela’s 39th International Culture
Forum.  —KUNA

BEIRUT: An international medical
conference honored Kuwaiti physi-
cian Dr Abdulrazzaq Al-Obaid for
his contributions in the field of
spinal surgery and treatments
related to this vital branch of medi-
cine. Dr Obaid yesterday thanked
the organizers of the International
Musculoskeletal Society’s (IMS)
annual meeting for their continu-
ous support of innovators.

The conference, held with par-
ticipation of doctors from 41
countries, included seminars and
workshops on new methods of
spinal surgery, said Dr Obaid. It
also introduced for the first time
in the Middle East preparations
for medical board exams in the
field, he added.

Dr Obaid had previously con-
ducted studies and research on

spinal surgery and diseases that
were published in international sci-
entific magazines. He also took
part in writing books on these top-
ics. IMS is a charitable society
headquartered in Boston, US, aim-
ing to provide professional training
to doctors around the world on
spinal and nerves surgery as well
as pain management. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s National Fund for Small
and Medium Enterprise Development
(SMEs) has simplified requirements for
entrepreneurs to get their projects up and
running, resulting in a process that has been
compressed by 60 percent. The fund has
slashed the list of prerequisites from 15 to
seven documents needed for new enterpris-
es, as its newly revamped website provides
all the information needed, including legal
requirements, for entrepreneurs to set their
projects in motion. The statement clarified
that the eased process was a measure to
accommodate a growing number of
Kuwaitis who have started to dabble in busi-
ness. Meanwhile, the fund added that its
chairman Abdullah Al-Jouaan recently held
talks with the Ministry of Justice’s
Undersecretary Abdullatif Al-Suraye, in an
effort to establish closer rapport between
both sides. Since its inception in April 2013,
the fund has provided many young Kuwaitis
with business opportunities in a bid to usher
in increased economic growth. —KUNA
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BEIRUT: Dr Abdulrazzaq Al-
Obaid (left) is seen during
the ceremony. —KUNA


