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They also demanded that it close broadcasting giant
Al-Jazeera and a Turkish military base, and fall in line
with Saudi-led policy in the region, particularly towards
Iran. Qatar has dismissed the demands as a violation of
its sovereignty and has received significant support from
its ally Turkey. US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, who
last week spent four days in the region trying to broker a
settlement of the crisis, has voiced satisfaction with
Qatar’s efforts to address any suspicion of terror funding.

The four governments yesterday blacklisted three
organizations based in Yemen and six based in Libya
accusing them of ties to Al-Qaeda. They also blacklisted
three Qataris, three Yemenis, two Libyans and a Kuwaiti
they said were implicated in “fundraising campaigns to
support (former Al-Qaeda affiliate) Al-Nusra Front and
other terrorist militias in Syria”. 

Qatar and its neighbors support opposing sides in
the conflict in Libya between a UN-backed unity gov-
ernment in Tripoli and a rival administration in the
east. Saudi Arabia has led a military intervention
against Shiite rebels in neighboring Yemen since
March 2015. Militants of both Al-Qaeda and the Islamic
State group have since expanded their presence in
areas of the south under the nominal control of the
Saudi-backed government. 

Meanwhile, Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi
said on Monday his government would keep up the
blockade of Qatar. “Egypt will stand by its decision and
will not backtrack on this matter,” Sisi said at a youth
conference in Alexandria. “Our persistence on its own,
our stance, and this block, is pressure in itself.”

Egypt also warned the EU yesterday that four Arab
states would accept no compromise in their dispute
with Qatar. Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry, speaking
after talks with European Union diplomatic chief
Federica Mogherini in Brussels, said Qatar must accept
in full the demands. “It is not an issue of compromise,
we cannot compromise with any form of terrorism, we
cannot compromise or enter into any form of negotia-
tions,” Shoukry told a press conference. 

“It is only once the necessary measures are undertak-
en by Qatar, that goes towards truly accepting to be a
partner in the fight against terrorism, that this crisis will
be resolved,” he said. Shoukry said Qatar was “harboring
elements associated to terrorist ideologies, to radical
ideologies, that they have utilized their media outlets to
promote and to justify and to glorify terrorist activity.”

But the four Arab states face mounting internation-
al pressure to compromise in their weeks-old boycott
against Qatar, particularly from the United States.
Mogherini - who at the weekend met HH the Amir of
Kuwait emir, a key figure involved in trying to mediate
the crisis - in turn reiterated calls for talks to resolve
the crisis. “We in Europe see this as a need not just for
one country but for all countries,” she said, adding
that the EU shared with Egypt a “clear commitment to
fight terrorism”.

But she added that the EU believed the Kuwaiti-
mediated talks “can and should start as a matter of
urgency,” if only to head off fresh tensions which
undermine the fight against terrorism, she said. “The
EU will continue to have good relations with all the
countries involved,” the former Italian foreign minis-
ter added. — Agencies 
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They decided “to change the inspection with metal
detectors to a security inspection based on advanced
technologies and other means,” Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s office said. Details of the
advanced technologies envisaged were not immediate-
ly clear. A statement from the Waqf, the Islamic endow-
ments organization which administers the compound,
said there should be “no entry into Al-Aqsa mosque
until after an assessment by a Waqf technical commit-
tee and the return of the situation to how it was before
the 14th of this month”.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan urged all
Muslims to visit Jerusalem to protect the holy places.
“Anyone who has the oppor tunity should vis it
Jerusalem, Al-Aqsa mosque,” Erdogan said in Ankara.
“Come, let’s all protect Jerusalem.” Palestinian presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas, who froze contacts with Israel
over the dispute last week, was expected to make a
statement later.

Israel installed metal detectors at entrances to the
compound after the July 14 attack nearby killed two
policemen. Palestinians viewed the new security meas-
ures as Israel asserting further control over the site and
refused to enter the compound. Israeli authorities said
the detectors were needed because the attackers smug-
gled guns into the compound and emerged from it to
shoot the officers.

The decision to remove the detectors followed talks
between Netanyahu and Jordan’s King Abdullah II, who
demanded that they be taken away. Jordan is the offi-
cial custodian of Muslim holy sites in Jerusalem and is
one of only two Arab governments to have signed a
peace treaty with Israel. It also came after one of US
President Donald Trump’s top aides, Jason Greenblatt,
arrived in Israel for talks on the crisis and with UN
Middle East envoy Nickolay Mladenov warning of the
risks of escalation.

A separate diplomatic standoff between Israel and
Jordan may have helped push negotiations on the met-

al detectors along. On Sunday night in Amman, an
Israeli embassy security guard shot dead a Jordanian
who attacked him with a screwdriver, according to
Israeli officials. A second Jordanian was also killed,
apparently by accident. Israel had insisted the security
guard had diplomatic immunity and rejected Jordanian
demands to question him.

But on Monday night, the guard and other diplomats
arrived home after a deal also involving the mosque
compound. “Amman authorized the Israeli diplomat to
leave the country after hearing his account of the inci-
dent... and after reaching an understanding with the
(Israeli) government on Al-Aqsa,” a Jordanian govern-
ment source said. 

Yesterday, thousands of Jordanians chanted “Death
to Israel” at the funeral of the 17-year-old said to have
attacked the guard.  Mourners accompanied
Mohammed Jawawdeh’s coffin from Wihdat city,
home to a large Palestinian refugee camp.
“Mohammed’s blood did not flow in vain,” Jawawdeh’s
uncle Sami said, arguing it paved the way for Israel’s
removal of the metal detectors.

Friday’s main weekly Muslim prayers in Jerusalem -
which typically draw thousands to Al-Aqsa - had
brought the dispute to a boil. Clashes erupted between
Israeli security forces and Palestinians around the Old
City, elsewhere in annexed east Jerusalem and in the
occupied West Bank, leaving three Palestinians dead.
They continued on Saturday, leaving two more
Palestinians dead. Friday evening also saw a Palestinian
break into a home in a Jewish settlement in the West
Bank during a Sabbath dinner and stab four Israelis,
killing three.

The mosque compound has served as a rallying cry
for Palestinians. In 2000, a visit to it by then Israeli oppo-
sition leader Ariel Sharon helped ignite the second
Palestinian intifada, or uprising. The compound lies in
east Jerusalem, seized by Israel in the Six-Day War of
1967 and later annexed in a move never recognized by
the international community. Considered the third-holi-
est site in Islam, it is the most sacred for Jews. — AFP 
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Across town, the huge hangars, strip-lighting and shiny
booths of the Elecomp tech fair could be anywhere. It is
growing rapidly: Its start-up section had 80 hopefuls three
years ago, now there are more than 400 - the usual mix of
delivery apps, online shopping and games. But global
brands are almost entirely absent, the result of severe US
sanctions that remain in place despite other countries lift-
ing restrictions under a 2015 nuclear deal. 

Some Iranians have found ways to profit from sanc-
tions: One company at Elecomp buys Amazon products
from the United States and ships them to Iranians for a
small surcharge. “People love it. There are many fake prod-
ucts in Iran. When they order from us, they get the real
thing,” said its spokesman Hamid Tavakoli. But isolation
has been a very mixed blessing. “There are two sides to
the coin. When you are under sanctions, you have an
opportunity to do many things yourself,” said the fair’s
organizer, Naserali Saadat. “But generally, it’s not a good
thing... you can’t live like an island in this world.”

That view is echoed by German-Iranian Ramtin
Monazahian, who came from Berlin in 2014 to found e-
commerce site Bamilo and taxi-hailing app Snapp. He may
not have to worry about Amazon and Uber muscling him

out of the way, but nor can he hope they will buy him up
for billions as happens elsewhere. Moreover, he needs a
thriving retail sector to underpin his services, and sanc-
tions “hit the consumer area pretty hard. Purchasing power
is suffering...  that’s hurting all businesses,” he said. Still, he
sees huge potential in a country of 80 million people with
a large, consumerist middle-class. “It’s probably the last big
country with no major competition,” he said.

Foreign investors have taken notice. Iran’s tech scene
has attracted hundreds of millions of dollars from firms
such as South Africa’s MTN, Germany’s Rocket and Swedish
company Pomegranate. The real breakthrough is not nec-
essarily the tech itself, said Esfandyar Batmanghelidj,
founder of the Europe-Iran Forum, but the forging of these
foreign partnerships. “This is not just about digital innova-
tion and young people thinking entrepreneurially - which
is somewhat new in Iran - but also how venture capital can
influence the bigger picture of investing,” he said.

He predicts these partnerships will now be replicated
in more traditional sectors like retail. “Tech was a smart
place to start-small initial amounts of capital and you’re
dealing with young entrepreneurs rather than
entrenched family owners,” said Batmanghelidj. “Of
course, many challenges remain, but they were made by
people and can be solved by people.” — AFP 
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And mothers in Pittsburgh have started making and
selling hijabs for Barbies in a bid to make play more inclu-
sive. However, Khatahtbeh warned of the potential for the
young Muslim market to be exploited just for profit with-
out any effort to promote acceptance and integration.

“It can easily become exploitative by profiting off of
communities that are being targeted right now, or it
could be a moment that we turn into a very, very empow-
ering one,” she told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

Emojis and Fashion
Frustrated she could not find an image to represent her

and her friends on her iPhone keypad, Saudi teenager,
Rayouf Alhumedhi, started an online campaign, the Hijab
Emoji Project. She proposed the idea of the emoji last year to
coding consortium Unicode that manages the development

of new emojis, Alhumedhi said on her campaign’s website,
helping to prompt Apple to create its hijab-wearing emoji.

“It’s only really in the last 18 to 24 months - perhaps
three years - that bigger mainstream brands have started
to realise that young Muslim consumers are really an
exciting opportunity,” said Janmohamed of Ogilvy Noor. A
global Islamic economy report conducted by Thomson
Reuters showed that in 2015, revenues from “modest fash-
ion” bought by Muslim women was were estimated at $44
billion, with designers Dolce & Gabbana, Uniqlo and
Burberry entering the industry.

Janmohamed, author of the memoir “Love in a
Headscarf”, sees young hijabi representation in the digital
communications and fashion space a step forward for tol-
erance. “It feels particularly empowering for young people
to see themselves represented. So today I think it is the
least that consumers expect and anyone that doesn’t do it
is actually falling behind.” — Reuters 

Hijab goes mainstream as advertisers...

Bees collect pollen from a sunflower yesterday near Bergheim in western Germany. — AFP 


