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ENGLEWOOD: One leadership saga
down, another one continues for the
Denver Broncos. John Elway agreed
to  a  new f ive -year  contrac t  on
Monday, ending a long-running story
line that had fans wondering if their
Hall  of Fame QB-turned-GM might
leave the franchise he’s led to three
Super Bowl titles.

Elway had insisted ever since the
club approached him last October
about a new deal that he wasn’t going
anywhere. Yet, as months passed with-
out an agreement, the issue came to
dominate discussions about the
Broncos along with their quarterback

puzzle. Their on-field leader will be
determined over the next few weeks as
Trevor Siemian and Paxton Lynch
resume their much-hyped QB competi-
tion. The Broncos begin their seventh
training camp under Elway ’s front
office leadership on Thursday.

“During these last six seasons, John’s
clearly established himself as one of
the best general managers in all of
sports. He’s demonstrated impressive
football instincts, a strong business
acumen and a consistent ability to
build competitive teams,” team
President Joe Ellis said in a statement.

“ There’s no doubt John means a

great deal to the Broncos, our fans and
the entire community. It was important
for us to reach this long-term agree-
ment, and we’re all excited to now turn
our full attention toward the 2017 sea-
son.” Elway was set to enter the final
year of his contract as general manager
and executive vice president of football
operations. The sides tore up the final
year of his old contract and added four
more seasons, through 2021. “Well
deserved!!!,” tweeted Broncos All-Pro
cornerback Aqib Talib . “#Legend on the
field and in the office!!!”

In his 22 seasons with the franchise,
including 16 as a player, the Broncos

have fewer losing seasons (two) than
Lombardi Trophies (three). Elway led
Denver to Super Bowl wins after the
1997 and ‘98 seasons to cap his Hall of
Fame playing career. He returned to his
beloved Broncos in 2011, and from the
front office has led them to a 77-33
record with five playoff appearances
and a win over Carolina in Super Bowl
50. Only New England (86-26) is better
over that span.

During his six seasons as an execu-
tive, Elway is the only GM in the league
who has acquired future Pro Bowl play-
ers through the draft ,  street free
agency, unrestricted free agency and

college free agency. Ellis has been run-
ning the franchise for the last few years
with owner Pat Bowlen battl ing
Alzheimer’s.

“I appreciate the trust and confi-
dence that  Joe has shown in me,”
Elway said in a statement. “Pat Bowlen
has always put outstanding leadership
in place, and I’m grateful for the sup-
por t  Joe gives us  to compete for
championships each and every year.
This is a special place, and the Broncos
are home to me. While there’s still a lot
of work to be done, I’m excited about
the future of this team and this organ-
ization.” — AP

John Elway agrees to 5-year contract with Denver Broncos

MARTIGNY: This file photo taken on July 15, 2017 shows Monaco’s forward Kylian Mbappe controling the balll during a friendly football match
between AS Monaco and Stoke City FC in Martigny. Real Madrid have reportedly reached a world record deal in principle to sign Kylian Mbappe from
Monaco for 180 million euros ($210m, £160m), closing one of the hottest transfer sagas of the summer. — AFP

PARIS: Real Madrid have reportedly reached a
world record deal in principle to sign Kylian
Mbappe from Monaco for 180 million euros
($210m, £160m), closing one of the hottest
transfer sagas of the summer.

Spanish sports daily Marca, citing sources
close to the negotiations, said the gifted
teenage striker who shot to stardom last season
is expected to join Real “in the next few days” on
a six year deal. French newspapers Le Parisien
and Nice Matin were quick to announce that
Monaco had denied the report. But in the cloak
and dagger climate of rumour and innuendo
that characterises football’s transfer operations,
the latest twist revived speculation surrounding
the future of Europe’s most-eligible young star.
Only the rumour mill surrounding Neymar and
the massive sums involved have come close to
eclipsing the buzz generated by Mbappe in
recent weeks.  Neymar, Barcelona’s 25-year-old
Brazilian superstar, is at the centre of frenzied
speculation linking him to Paris Saint-Germain
for a world record 222-million-euro.

CIRCLING PREDATORS 
The likelihood of that deal looks to have

receded in the past few days as the Mbappe
move takes centre stage. And if it goes through,
Real will have completed a major coup by
snatching one of the most coveted young play-
ers in football from under the noses of top
European clubs including PSG and Premier
League giants including Manchester City. 

Real, currently on tour in the United States
and due to play Manchester City in Los Angeles
on Wednesday, have yet to comment on the
Spanish report.  But Marca, known to have
strong links to the Madrid club, insisted that
Real are set to pay between 150-160m euros
with add-ons of between 20 and 30m for
Mbappe, dwarfing the current world transfer
record of 105m Manchester United paid to lure
Paul Pogba from Juventus last year.  Real are
looking to fill the void left by Alvaro Morata
who joined Premier League champions Chelsea
last Friday in a deal reported to be worth up to
80 million euros.

Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane, asked about
Mbappe last week, said that Real were short one
attacker after Morata’s departure but chose his
words carefully.  “I am not saying we are lacking
a centre forward but we are short of one attack-
er, that’s how things are,” he said. “We will see
how we will manage that.”

If he does arrive at Zidane’s European cham-
pions the 18-year-old will be on a net annual
salary of “seven million” euros, Marca said.
Mbappe, under contract at Monaco until 2019,
has been wooed so hard by some of Europe’s
top clubs that Monaco raised the red card and
warned the circling predators that they could be
reported to FIFA, world football’s governing
body.  “Top European football clubs made con-
tact with Kylian MbappÈ and his entourage with-
out our authorisation,” Monaco said on their
website.  The club said they wanted to remind
these clubs that such actions are contrary to
French and international regulations.  Mbappe
scored six goals in 10 Champions League out-

ings and 16 in Ligue 1 as he exploded onto the
scene in the second half of last season.

On Monday, Monaco lost full-back Benjamin

Mendy to Manchester City in a world record 52
million (58 million euros, $67 million) deal for a
defender. — AFP

Real Madrid clinch world 
record deal for Mbappe 

LONDON: Kenedy has been sent home from
Chelsea’s pre-season tour of Asia as punish-
ment for his offensive social media posts
about China, according to reports yesterday.
Brazilian defender Kenedy was axed from
Chelsea’s high-profile tour as the Premier
League champions fought to avoid further
embarrassment after the social media slurs
sparked a furious response in China.

The 21-year-old put two videos on
Instagram, one with a caption which trans-
lated as “F**k you China” and another of a
security guard asleep which was tagged:
“Wake up China. You idiot.” Kenedy posted
the messages ahead of a friendly against
Arsenal in Beijing on Saturday and was
jeered by the crowd during Chelsea’s 3-0
win.  Chelsea had already issued an apolo-
gy after admitting Kenedy’s actions had
caused “great offence and hurt the feelings
of the people of China”.  Kenedy, signed
from Fluminense for £6 million ($7.8 mil-
lion) in 2015, flew with Chelsea to
Singapore over the weekend and trained
with the team on Sunday and Monday.

But, with Kenedy accused by Chinese
media of humiliating their country, reports
claimed the Blues were forced to remove
the player from their pre-season prepara-
tions as they look to salvage the club’s rep-
utation and maintain their position in the

lucrative Asian market.  Antonio Conte’s
side are due to face Bayern Munich in a
friendly on Tuesday, then take on Inter
Milan on Saturday, and the Blues boss is
certain to face a barrage of questions about
Kenedy’s behaviour and his reported exile.
Chinese fans had already blasted Kenedy’s
racist jibes, leading to an apology from the
player who quickly deleted the posts.  “I
would like to apologise to the people of
China for the offence I have caused. It was
never my intention to insult or offend any-
one at all and I now realise that my com-
ments were totally inappropriate,” Kenedy
wrote.  “I wish to state that I have tremen-
dous respect and admiration for the
Chinese people and their country.

“I would also like to apologise to my
club Chelsea and all my companions who I
have let down by my posts. I fully under-
stand the responsibility of representing my
club and it was never my intention to cause
this embarrassment nor disrespect.”

Kenedy’s outbursts could leave his
future at Stamford Bridge in jeopardy.  The
full-back was sent on a season-long loan to
Watford last term, but made just one sub-
stitute appearance before the spell was cut
short. He went on to make two appear-
ances for Chelsea after they wrapped up
the Premier League title. — AFP

Chelsea star Kenedy sent 
home over China slurs

AMSTERDAM: A visitor stands in silence next to items placed by the hospital where the
Ajax midfielder Abdelhak Nouri receives treatments in Amsterdam on Sunday. — AFP

AMSTERDAM: Stricken Ajax midfielder
Abdelhak Nouri, who suffered serious,
lasting brain damage after collapsing
during a friendly, has been transferred
out of intensive care, and can breathe on
his own, the club said yesterday.

The 20-year-old is being cared for at
the Academic Medical Centre in
Amsterdam, where he was brought on
July 14 from a hospital in Austria. “He is
no longer in an induced coma and has
full respiratory functions,” the club said,
in a statement issued in the name of
Nouri’s family. 

But it added soberly that “his condi-
tion further remains unchanged from
previous updates and is stable, but
with ser ious and permanent brain
damage.” Tributes have poured in from
across  The Netherlands and from
abroad for the youngster, affectionate-
ly known as Appie,  who joined the
Amsterdam club at age seven and was
a promising prospect.

Nouri suffered irregular heart prob-
lems in a pre-season friendly against
German side Werder Bremen in Austria
on July 8 and collapsed. He was resusci-
tated and flown to an Innsbruck hospital
by helicopter.

At first the news seemed positive,
but hopes for a quick recovery were
shattered when Ajax later announced
he had suffered massive brain damage,
most due to a lack of oxygen. Dozens
of  v is i tors  have f locked to the
Amsterdam hospital grounds to pay
tribute to Nouri since he arrived back
in the country on July 14.

A large hedge 100 metres (yards) from
the entrance is decked with Ajax scarves,
flowers, poems, children’s drawings and
Ajax shirts bearing Nouri’s number 34, all

accompanied by the slogan
‘#StayStrongAppie’.

“The whole country is affected, not
just Amsterdam. It was like it happened
to our son,” said Connie, a mother of
four who went to the hospital to lay ros-
es. The youngster, who broke into the
first team last season and had made
nine appearances in the Dutch top
fl ight,  wil l  not be forgotten at the
Amsterdam Arena, despite not being
able to play again.

‘PRAY FOR ABDELHAK’ 
Whiteboards are hung on the walls so

fans can write messages of support,
alongside the words ‘#Forevernumber34’,
and ‘#PrayforAppie’. A group of young
Real Madrid fans from Spain also
stopped at the stadium. “It’s impossible
not to be touched by his story. He’s only
20 years old,” one of them said.

In the opening match of the women’s
2017 Euro in the Netherlands, where
Dutch King Willem-Alexander and Queen
Maxima were present, a minute’s
applause was held in the 34th minute.
Ajax’s rivals PSV Eindhoven posted a
photo of their players holding up papers
bearing the words ‘#StayStrongAppie’ on
Instagram, while Nice also voiced sup-
port before the match in France today.

Many other clubs including
Manchester United, who beat Ajax in
May’s Europa League final, did the same
on social media. And Nouri’s team-mates
will be hoping to pay a fitting tribute of
their own, as they go into this season
looking to capture the Dutch league title
for the 34th time.

In their statement, his family again
thanked fans for their support and asked
everyone “to pray for Abdelhak”.— AFP

Nouri out of coma, but 
brain damage unchanged

GALLE: Two years ago Virat Kohli’s India start-
ed a series in Sri Lanka as the team almost any-
one could beat, today they take to the field in
Galle as the team to beat.

India may have been nervous last time, but
now Kohli says the side has come full circle
with “no massive areas of concern” as they seek
to strengthen their hold on number one Test
nation status.

Two years ago, India had not won a series in
seven attempts. They lost the opening Galle
Test and it was an electro-shock. They won that
series 2-1. India have since been embroiled in
near chaos off the field-the governing body
put under Supreme Court administration and a
coach forced out by clashes with the captain-
but near domination in competition: 13 Tests
played, 10 won, two drawn and just one
defeat. Kohli said yesterday that he wants a
definitive end to the drama over the departure
of Anil Kumble as coach and a winning start to
the new era with Ravi Shastri. “We have spoken
enough about these issues and it is something
that we are not focusing on at all now,” the
skipper Kohli said.

“We are just looking forward to the cricket
now and in this series to showcase our skills
and have consistent performances, which we
have had as a side ever since we started our
climb back in the rankings.”

Kohli said Sri Lanka can expect a different
start and that India can dominate Tests for

years to come. They are expected to defend
their top Test ranking in South Africa, England
and Australia in the next year.

“It’s pretty different sitting here two years
after that particular series,” Kohli said of the last
Sri Lanka games. Those Tests were “very impor-
tant in us coming together as a team in believ-
ing that we can win a series and not just match-
es. So that was the beginning of that mindset.”
The captain added: “I think we have built a real-
ly good base for us as a team to be able to do
that consistently over the next few years. “We
are pretty humble in our preparations and do
the hard yards every game that we play. “We
have all bases covered strongly.” India have
ruled opening batsman Lokesh Rahul out of
the first Test with a viral fever. Kohli said there
would be no experiments with the opening
lineup, which means Shikhar Dhawan and
Abhinav Mukund should start the batting.

“I don’t think there are any massive areas of
concern for us,” Kohli said. “We’ve been looking
to fine-tune smaller areas during the course of
the game, which probably people might not
be able to pick up.” Kohli said the onus was on
the Indian players to “put us into a position
where we can’t lose.

“We have been able to put ourselves in a
position in games, 80-85 percent of the games,
where there’s only one winner left. “That’s the
kind of sustained pressure that we’ve been
able to build.” — AFP

Kohli tells India to show 
S Lanka who’s number one

GALLE: Sri Lankan cricketers Suranga Lakmal (L) play football as teammate Nuwan
Pradeep (R) looks on during a practice session at Galle International Cricket Stadium in
Galle yesterday. India will play three Tests, five one-day internationals and a Twenty20
game in Sri Lanka. The first Test starts today in Galle. — AFP
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