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Injured Rutherford to miss World Championships Page 13

BUDAPEST: US Katie Ledecky celebrates on the podium after the women’s 1500m freestyle final during the swimming competition at the 2017 FINA World Championships in Budapest, yesterday. (Inset) (R-L) Russia’s Aleksandr Krasnykh, China’s Sun Yang
and US Townley Haas celebrate on the podium after the men’s 200m freestyle final during the swimming competition at the 2017 FINA World Championships in Budapest, yesterday. — AFP 

BUDAPEST:  Katie Ledecky of the United States
made history yesterday by becoming the first
woman to win 12 world swimming champi-
onship gold medals with victory in the 1500m
freestyle. Ledecky, 20, clocked 15 minutes, 31.82
seconds with Spain’s Mireia Belmonte taking sil-
ver at a huge 19.07secs back, while Italy’s Simona
Quadarella earned bronze at 22.04.

Ledecky now has 12 gold medals from world
championships making her the most decorated
female as she passed Missy Franklin of the USA,
who has 11 worlds gold medals. This was
Ledecky’s third gold of these championships-

from a possible six she could finish with-and she
led from the start.

Earlier, Chinese superstar Sun Yang won the
men’s 200m freestyle gold at the world aquatics
championships on Tuesday to add to his
Olympic title in the same event. Sun touched
the wall first in one minute 44.39 seconds with
Townley Haas of the United States taking silver,
at 0.65sec back, while Russia’s Aleksandr
Krasnykh earned bronze at 0.84.

“I paid attention to detail and followed the
instructions of my coach,” said Sun, who
punched the water in triumph after his victory.

This was Sun’s second gold of these champi-
onships after his victory in the 400m freestyle
final on Sunday.

He will bid for the treble in today’s 800m
freestyle final-the event he has dominated for
the last three world championships since 2011 in
Shanghai. Sun timed his 200m race to perfection.
He was fourth at the halfway point, but had
caught leader and defending champion James
Guy of Great Britain, who finished fifth, by the
final turn and powered home to victory.

His win means the 25-year-old Sun is now the
200m freestyle champion at both the worlds and

Olympics, after his victory at the Rio de Janeiro
Games last year. The freestyle expert now has
nine gold medals to his name spanning four
world championships. He holds a world title in
each of the 200m, 400m, 800m and 1500m
freestyle events.  Haas said he pushed through
the pain barrier to grab silver.

“Last 50 metres hurt,” said the 20-year-old, a
gold medallist in the 4x100m relay in Budapest. “I
couldn’t see Sun Yang, but I could see James
Guy’s arms so in my head I thought ‘I’ve got to
stay ahead of him’, then I put my head down and
kept kicking.”

Guy, the 2015 world champion, was disap-
pointed, especially after Britain’s double golds on
Monday when Adam Peaty won the 100m
breaststroke and Ben Proud took the 50m but-
terfly title. “It was very disappointing, yesterday I
did it exactly the same way, I felt like I had more
left to give on the last leg, especially towards the
finish,” said Guy.

“With my roommate (Peaty) winning gold and
Ben Proud winning gold, I want to get there too,
but everything happens for a reason and I have a
four-year plan,” he added, with an eye on the
Tokyo 2020 Olympics. (See Page 13). — AFP 

Ledecky wins historic 12th world gold
Sun powers to 200m freestyle world gold

MADRID: Ending weeks of speculation about
his future, Cristiano Ronaldo has told a Spanish
newspaper he is staying put at Real Madrid to
plunder more silverware. “To win important
trophies with my club and the personal hon-
ours last season was brilliant, to do it again
would be nice,” Ronaldo told the sports daily
Marca yesterday in an interview from
Shanghai.  Ronaldo’s declaration of intent to
remain at the Bernabeu for the upcoming sea-
son comes despite rumours of his departure
which surfaced last month in Portuguese
newspaper O Globo.

Those reports were founded on his appar-
ent feeling of abandonment by his club over
his run-in with the Spanish tax authorities.
Ronaldo, 32, has been summoned to appear
before a  judge near Madrid on July 31 to
answer four counts of evading 14.7 million
euros ($16.8 million) in taxes.

The four-time Ballon d’Or winner has
protested his innocence with O Globo saying
he had threatened to leave Real over the inves-
tigation.  Since extending his contract last
November until 2021, Ronaldo is the highest
paid sports star in the world with $93 million
(83m euro) in 2016-2017, according to Forbes
magazine. On Saturday Real manager Zinedine
Zidane assured Real supporters that the super-
star striker “was on holiday and would be back
with us on (August) 5”.  Ronaldo has been given
leave to miss the club’s pre-season US tour and
Zidane, speaking in Los Angeles, insisted that
he would be back at the club “on the fifth (of
August) and I think he’ll stay for the next two
or three years he’s got left with us.”

In yesterday’s Marca interview Ronaldo also
looked ahead to the 2018 World Cup with
European champions Portugal. “We still have to
qualify but I’m hoping that Portugal can win an
incredible title.” — AFP

I’m staying at 
Real: RonaldoDEVENTER: Hosts Netherlands beat neigh-

bours Belgium 2-1 to advance to the
women’s Euro quarter-finals alongside
Denmark, who edged 2013 runners-up
Norway 1-0 in Group A on Monday.  In
Tilburg, Sherida Spitse converted a penalty-
her second in two games — in the 27th
minute to put the Netherlands ahead after
Maud Coutereels had brought down Jackie
Groenen in the box.

Tessa Wullaert put Belgium level on 59
minutes with a high chip that caught out
goalkeeper Sari van Veenendaal. But Lieke
Martens helped the hosts keep their perfect
record of three wins from as many games
with a shot that was deflected by defender
Heleen Jaques over keeper Justien Odeurs.

In Deventer, Denmark’s Katrine Veje
scored on five minutes, blasting her shot past
Norwegian keeper Ingrid Hjelmseth after
being set up by skipper Pernille Harder.
Norway wasted a spot-kick just before half-
time as Danish keeper Stina Lykke Petersen
kept out Caroline Graham Hansen’s shot fol-
lowing a foul on striker Ada Hegerberg.

Denmark finished second on six points,
ahead of Belgium with three and Norway-
who had advanced to the knockout stages
every time since 1997 — with zero points.
The Dutch were on the front foot for most of
the match, with Martens firing over on 11
minutes.

Belgium, playing their first European
Championship, could have levelled earlier
but Janice Cayman flicked the ball just over
after the break.  In the closing minutes,
Davina Philtjens curled a free-kick over the
Dutch goal, Wullaert had a left-footed strike
tipped over by Van Veenendaal and Jaques
saw her header cleared off the goalline.

‘NOT ACHIEVED ANYTHING YET’ 
“We are very happy to have won the three

matches, which is a result to be proud of. I

am enjoying tonight, but we will focus on
Saturday tomorrow,” said Martens. “We still
have not achieved anything yet, but we hope
we can show something good again in the
quarter-final.”

“We started well, put up some pressure.
After that Netherlands came into the match
with their qualities,” said Belgium coach Ives
Serneels.  “We just have to take the next
steps to develop women’s football in our
nation further on. But it was our first qualifi-
cation for a final tournament and I am very
proud on what we achieved.” Denmark
pushed for a goal from the beginning, with

Harder and Stine Larsen missing the target.
Norway gradually took over, but Guro

Reiten drove her two shots over.  Denmark
were more dangerous, with Hjelmseth stop-
ping shots from Sanne Troelsgaard and
Frederikke Thoegersen, while Nadia Nadim
fluffed a chance and was then was denied by
Hjelmseth after the break.  At the other end,
Graham Hansen fired over and then hit the
post with a cross-cum-shot five minutes from
time, with Ingrid Wold’s rebound turned onto
the bar by Petersen.

“This was a very tough match for us,” said
Danish coach Nils Nielsen.  “The first half was

ours and we created the chances we needed.
In the second half we changed a little bit and
Norway put a lot of pressure on us and
maybe they should have scored but it just
didn’t go in for them.” “We might have been a
bit lucky but we were chasing the luck.”
Norway coach Martin Sjogren said going
home without a goal scored was “pretty
tough for us.”

“We created chances especially in the sec-
ond half but the ball wouldn’t go in.” “It’s very
disappointing that we end up with three
losses. It’s a tough experience but you have
to learn from all experiences.” —AFP

Netherlands, Denmark in women’s Euro quarters

DEVENTER: Norway’s goalkeeper Ingrid Hjelmseth (R) vies with Denmark’s Nadia Nadim (L) during the UEFA Women’s Euro 2017 football tour-
nament match between Norway and Denmark at Stadion De Adelaarshorst in Deventer city on Monday. — AFP


