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GUIDER, Cameroon: The two big maps show
the districts of the northern Cameroonian town
of Guider along with its brothels, nightclubs and
other seedy spots to identify places from where
AIDS could spread among adolescents.
Cameroon, a country of 23 million that hugs
Africa’s Gulf of Guinea, has one of the highest
HIV/AIDS prevalence rates in the world. “The
maps highlight the high-risk zones for transmis-
sion,” said Boris Mbaho Tchaptchet, 21, speaking
at a local youth club. “We located the love
hotels, the video clubs, the cabarets, the under-
ground meeting places before putting into
place an action and prevention plan in our com-
munity,” he said.

The club in Guider was one of those selected
for the “All In! End Aids among Adolescents” proj-
ect launched in August 2015 with the backing of
the UN children’s agency UNICEF. According to
official figures, 79,771 children and adolescents
are HIV-positive, but experts say it is much high-
er. “This platform brings together all the inter-
ventions fighting HIV in the country targeting
young people,” said Jules Ngwa Edielle, who runs
the HIV prevention in Cameroon’s youth and
civic education ministry. It ropes in local admin-
istrative, political and religious authorities to
fight the disease. 

You think I’m sick?    
With his colleagues, 21-year-old Bouba Saliou

was trained as a peer-group educator in his
neighborhood. “My role is to talk with other
young people, ask them questions to under-
stand their situation and to encourage them to
get tested,” he explained. But broaching the deli-
cate issue is not without its pitfalls. “Some peo-
ple react saying, ‘You think I’m sick? Have you
ever seen me having sexual relations?’ “Other
simply refuse, saying that they are confident
about their status. But I try to convince anyway,”
he added with smile.

Saliou cites the case of a 17-year-old who
found out he was HIV-positive because of his
intervention. “He was very angry at me when
he got the results,” he recalled. “But today we
talk regularly and he tells he is following his
treatment regularly.” This community-based

approach is essential if Cameroon is to attain
the 90-90-90 target set by the UNAIDS, which
Cameroon signed up to back in 2015. The aim is
to get to the point where 90 percent of those
who are HIV-positive know about their condi-
tion; where 90 percent of those who know are
on retroviral treatment; and where 90 percent
of those receiving that treatment achieve viral
suppression.

The hope is to be able to wipe out the virus
by 2030. Therese Nduwimana, who runs UNICEF
Cameroon’s HIV unit, said the program had
proved its worth in the north of the country with
the No Limit for Women Project (Nolfowop).
“With a budget of just $40,000 a year the results
have been spectacular,” she said. “In just months,
the number of HIV-positive children identified
has been multiplied by four,” she said. However,
one of the problems is an acute shortage of
medical staff. The hospital in Garoua, which

serves an area with 2.7 million people, only has
one pediatrist and one gynecologist.

Door-to-door campaigns 
A group of around 30 women were gathered

at one of the town’s health centers, waiting to be
tested about their HIV status. The result is
announced almost immediately. “Our volunteers
have gone door to door to encourage every
pregnant woman to get tested,” said Odette
Etame, who heads the Nolfowop project. Other
mothers acting as mentors then made home vis-
its to physically accompany HIV-positive women
and their children for anti-retroviral treatment,
she added. This was one way to reach people
who would otherwise be lost from view, she said.
Cameroon had a 5.75-percent HIV prevalence
rate for pregnant women in 2016, making it one
of the 10 countries responsible for 75 percent of
new pediatric infections worldwide.—AFP 
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PARIS: People hold placards during the opening of the 9th International AIDS Society confer-
ence on HIV Science in Paris.—AFP

INDIA: A Bangalore municipal workers fumigate a park in a bid to kill off mosquitoes
in Bangalore.—AFP

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka announced yesterday
it was intensifying its war on dengue fever,
with schools to shut across the island to
help curb the unprecedented outbreak of
the mosquito-borne virus that has claimed
nearly 300 lives. The Red Cross also
announced it was scaling up its emergency
response to the country’s worst-ever out-
break of the disease as the number of
dengue cases topped 100,000. That figure
is nearly double the previous year, with
doctors warning hospitals were beyond
capacity as medics struggled to treat a new
strain of the disease.

The education ministry said schools
would shut from Friday for four days as tens
of thousands of volunteers join govern-
ment officials and soldiers in targeting
mosquito breeding grounds. “Instructions
have gone out to all schools today to coor-
dinate with local authorities and look for
any mosquito breeding areas in their
immediate neighborhood,” a ministry offi-
cial said. Troops have already been spread-
ing out across the island to help local coun-
cils drain pools of stagnant water to ensure
mosquito larvae have nowhere to flourish.

Official figures show 290 people have
died so far this year from dengue fever,
nearly four times the fatalities recorded in

all of 2016. The number of cases has soared
to above 105,000, a sharp jump from the
55,150 recorded last year. About half those
cases were reported from the island’s west,
including the capital Colombo. “One reason
for the dramatic rise in cases is that the
virus currently spreading has evolved and
people lack the immunity to fight off the
new strain,” Dr Novil Wijesekara, head of
health at the Sri Lanka Red Cross, said in a
statement.

The humanitarian organization, which
has increased its budget by $300,000 to
cope with the outbreak, said infected
patients were “streaming into overcrowded
hospitals that are stretched beyond capaci-
ty and struggling to cope”. Last week
Australia said it was donating $1.2 million
to manage patients and help with research
to contain the spread of the virus. Humid
monsoon weather, stagnant water from
recent flooding and mounting piles of rot-
ting garbage in Colombo have created per-
fect conditions for the rapid spread of mos-
quitoes. Authorities have blamed a waste
management crisis in the capital for the
unusually large number of infections. Sri
Lanka’s main rubbish tip collapsed in April,
crushing dozens of homes and killing 32
people.—AFP 
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WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump
strongly warned Republicans on Monday that
they must pass health care reform, taking his
party to task and bluntly declaring that
“Obamacare is death.” With the effort to repeal
and replace the health care law of Trump’s pred-
ecessor floundering in Congress, the Senate pre-
pared to vote Tuesday on whether to begin
debate on the latest Republican plan. Several
measures have been considered but then col-
lapsed in recent weeks. The latest is a bid to dis-
mantle the 2010 Affordable Care Act, but delay
the actual implementation of the repeal to allow
time for a viable replacement to be crafted.

Senate Republican leaders acknowledge
they do not know whether there is sufficient
support to open debate on the new plan, a
sign of Republican division about the impact
such reforms might have on millions of
American families. With less than three weeks
before the Senate is to leave Washington for its
already-delayed summer recess, Trump took to
his bully pulpit and demanded his party get in
line. “Any senator that votes against starting
debate is telling America that you are fine with
the Obamacare nightmare,” Trump said at the
White House, where several “victims” of
Obamacare stood as a backdrop to his remarks.

“Obamacare is death,” Trump added. “It’s

gone. And now it’s up to us to get great health
care for the American people.” Trump has repeat-
edly grilled fellow Republicans for not following
through on their-and his-campaign pledge to
repeal and replace Obamacare, something he
said he aimed to do immediately once in office
in January. “Over and over again they said repeal
and replace. And for Senate Republicans, this is
their chance to keep their promise.”

Republicans hold 52 of the Senate’s 100
seats. With all Democrats opposed, Trump can
afford just two defectors. But with Senator John
McCain convalescing in Arizona following a
brain cancer diagnosis, that magic number is
down to one. As of last week, three Republican
holdouts said they will vote no on Tuesday’s so-
called motion to proceed, which opens debate
on the legislation. Trump went to one of their
home states Monday, where he was to person-
ally lobby Senator Shelley Moore Capito as the
two attended a Boy Scouts convention in
Beaver, West Virginia.

Repercussions
Several other Republicans have also

expressed concerns, but have not announced
how they will vote. “I think until the vote is
actually on the floor of the Senate, some peo-
ple may not tell you what they’re actually

going to do,” Senate Republican John Barrasso
told CBS talk show “Face the Nation” on Sunday.
Once the repeal-only bill is on the floor, it could
be amended “in various ways,” Barrasso said,
including changing it to a repeal-and-replace
bill.  Forecasts by the non-partisan
Congressional Budget Office on various health
reform bills have predicted that millions of
Americans would lose health care if the meas-
ures become law. 

In the case of a bill that repeals Obamacare
and provides no replacement, 32 million more
people would be uninsured by 2026 as com-
pared to current law, CBO forecast. Some
Republicans have expressed concern with how
legislation would impact Medicaid, the health
insurance program for the poor and the dis-
abled. The latest repeal-and-replace bill would
roll back an expansion of Medicaid and slash its
federal funding. It would also end the mandate
that most individuals have health insurance,
and allow states to let insurance companies
offer bare-bones plans not allowed under cur-
rent law. Despite the concerns voiced by some
Republicans-and several outside groups-Trump
issued an ominous threat. “If Republicans don’t
Repeal and Replace the disastrous ObamaCare,
the repercussions will be far greater than any of
them understand!” he tweeted. —AFP
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ANTANANARIVO: This file photo shows a couple of lemurs (Lemur catta) rest in the
shade of a public park in Antananarivo.—AFP


