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The Killers always thought The Strokes were "so
much more above" them. Drummer Ronnie
Vannucci Jr has admitted the group didn't put

themselves in the same class as their rival band,
whose guitarist Nick Valensi recently admitted they
used to think their songs were much better than
Brandon Flowers' group's tunes. Ronnie told NME
magazine: "I certainly didn't, and I don't think any-
body in the band really would even put ourselves in
the same boat. "We always thought those guys
were so much more above us. It's kind of flattering
just to hear them talking about our band - even

now. "Especially The Strokes. They're one of the
baddest rock bands out there." Nick recently
revealed his band used to wonder why everyone
was listening to some of The Killers' tracks, such as
their 2004 hit 'Mr Brightside', more than their own
tunes.  In an excerpt of book 'Meet Me in the
Bathroom: Rebirth and Rock and Roll in New York
City 2001-2011' by journalist Lizzy Goodman, he
says: "We had conversations that went along the
lines of 'Gosh, I think our songs are better than 'Mr
Brightside' by the Killers, but how come that's the
one everyone is listening to?' "They did it a different

way. They recorded it in a different way. They pro-
moted it in a different way. We could be that big."
Frontman Brandon recently admitted he thought
The Strokes' debut album 'Is This It' was better than
The Killers' first record, 'Hot Fuss',  When asked if
'Hot Fuss' was worthy of being named one of the
best debut albums in the last 30 years, he replied: "I
will say it's one of them. If you ask me, The Strokes'
debut is better. Guns N' Roses's debut is better.
"But I do think we're up there and I'm proud of it."

The Killers: The Strokes were always above us 

Chester Bennington nearly broke a
microphone with his voice while
recording 'One Step Closer'.  Record

producer Don Gilmore, who worked on Linkin
Park's 2000 debut album 'Hybrid Theory',
insists the frontman - who sadly took his own
life last week aged 41 - was a "dream come
true" to work alongside and has recalled a
particularly powerful recording session with
the late star.  Speaking about working on the
US rockers' debut single 'One Step Closer', he
said: "He knocked the walls down in the little
fort.  When he sang it,  he just l iterally
destroyed the whole thing and almost broke
the microphone. He was just out of his mind.
And the rest is history. "For a record producer
he was just a dream come true. He could go
to that point that was, like, beyond - it's just
crazy how hard he could go with such preci-
sion. And even when he sings softly, the pre-
cision [was there]. So yeah, he was a super,
special guy." Don admitted Chester - who
leaves behind six children and wife Talinda -

used to regularly talk about his problems but
also laughed a lot and would have the whole
crew in hysterics during recording sessions
for the band's second studio album 'Meteora'.
He added to Billboard: "The thing that is so
disturbing about this - and granted, I haven't
been in touch with him in a long time - he
was a guy who maybe had a few problems,
but he would kind of talk about them.  "'Oh,
this and that. My wife is doing this. Oh, I've
got to go do this.' Just normal stuff that we all
do. And he liked to laugh, he had an amazing
sense of humor.  "On 'Meteora', he set up this
little ProTools rig out in the lounge and he
would write these little funny punk rock
songs and record them and bring them in
and play them for us. "But I mean, he just was
a funny guy, it was awesome. It's just, boy,
such a sad, sad thing." Chester's death was
officially ruled as suicide by hanging, the LA
County Coroner's Office confirmed yesterday.

Bennington's 
mic-breaking voice 

Enrique Iglesias thought Matt Terry
was Spanish when he first heard
his vocals.  The 'X Factor' winner

recently worked with the hunk on a
remix of his smash hit 'S’beme La Radio'
alongside Sean Paul - who features on
the original - but, although he was born
and raised in Bromley, East London, his
accent was convincing.  Speaking to the
Daily Star newspaper, Enrique said:
"When I heard Matt sing in Spanish it's
crazy. You wouldn't know he was
English. He doesn't have an accent. You
can tell when he was singing he has that
Spanish in him." While Matt has kept a
relatively low profile since he won the
show, Enrique couldn't wait to work
with him after he watched him storm to
victory on the program. He explained: "I
knew who he was because of 'X Factor'
of course. I watch a lot of those shows.
We thought it would be cool. He has his
fan base.  "What I normally like to do in
these collaborations is just try it out.

Artists need to feel comfortable singing
the songs. I have done collaborations
before and a lot of times they don't turn
out how you expect them to." Matt, 24,
has been spending the last few months
across the pond working on new music
and the 'Hero' hitmaker has admitted
he's willing to offer a helping hand.
Enrique explained: "I definitely want to
help, for sure. Once I collaborate with
someone and the vibe is good you keep
going.  "And even if this once hadn't
worked, I would still trey and try until
we got it right." And Enrique hasn't ruled
out working with other 'X Factor' final-
ists in the future. He added: "It's tough
to be an artist and get signed to a
record company these days,. To me,
whether you're on 'X Factor' or because
you walk into the Song building, it's not
any different."
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Brian McFadden
to join Boyzone 

Brian McFadden is set to join Boyzone for a series of
anniversary gigs next year. The 37-year-old singer
was hoping that his band Westlife, who split up in

2012, would get back together for a reunion, but it looks
like he's finally accepted defeat as he has now agreed to
join the rival group for their upcoming 25th anniversary
tour.  Speaking to The Sun newspaper, Boyzone's Shane
Lynch said: "There's a possibility of Brian joining us. He's
doing the whole tour on a support but there's no point
him hanging around. I'd like to bring him on stage for a
couple of songs with the boys." Brian left Westlife in 2004 at
the height of the band's success to explore a solo career,
before he headed to Australia for a number of television
gigs, including being a judge on 'Australia's Got Talent'.  But
he recently revealed he wanted to reunite with his former
band mates Nicky Byrne, Kian Egan, Mark Feehily, and
Shane Filan. While the group seemed semi-keen to reform,
Louis Walsh - who managed the band - told him it was
highly unlikely he would be able to join the foursome.
Brian said previously: "Louis has said the conversations
were that if there was going to ever be a Westlife reunion,
which I don't know if there's going to be, it will probably
just be the other four members." However, Nicky has spo-
ken recently about the prospect of the 'Safe' hitmakers
reforming, and confirmed that it was a possibility with their
forthcoming 20th anniversary in 2018 being the catalyst.
The 38-year-old singer said: "I don't think it would take
much to get us back together. In a couple of years' time it
will be the 20th anniversary and you could probably use
that and maybe people will be interested. It's about want-
ing to do it at the right time."

Fancher had
Blade Runner
sequel planned 
'Blade Runner' co-writer Hampton Fancher had a

sequel script planned a year after the first movie.
The original cult film was released in 1982 and

now 35 years later Harrison Ford is set to reprise his role as
Rick Deckard in 'Blade Runner 2049' but Fancher - who
wrote the original and sequel scripts with Sir Ridley Scott -
admits to having an idea a year after the original was
released. Speaking at San Diego Comic Con, Fancher said:
"When we finished the first one, within a year we were talk-
ing about a second one. Ridley called, I was in New York
and I went out to Los Angeles, and we batted stories
around. Nothing came of it because of legal problems. I
guess, because I was reading in the newspapers, I thought
Deckard had come to bad circumstances - he was nowhere
- and he got assigned a 'Blade Runner' job in Moscow, and
it was all Russian, and cold , and snow ... John le Carre, you
know? That's what I was thinking of. I remember telling
Ridley that 'Harrison in Moscow!' Just that's a good thing,
right? And nothing came of it." The highly-anticipated
sequel will see Ford return to the movie and despite
famously clashing with franchise creator Sir Ridley Scott, he
insists he still has a lot of respect for the veteran filmmaker,
but admitted he had a "very different" experience working
with Denis. Jared Leto will star in the role of Neander
Wallace, but director Denis Villeneuve admitted his first
choice was the late David Bowie, but when the iconic
singer passed away from cancer in January 2016, he was
forced to look for someone else with similar rock star quali-
ties. The film also stars 'La La Land' hunk Ryan Gosling as
Officer K and Villeneuve recently admitted the part was
written for the actor from the start. Denis said: "The part
was written for Ryan right from the start. He was perfect."

Luc Besson had to persuade his producers to get
Rihanna to star in 'Valerian and the City of a
Thousand Planets'. The iconic 'Fifth Element' film-

maker knew from the start that he wanted to cast the
'Unfaithful' hitmaker in the pivotal role as Bubble in
his new sci-fi film, but Besson had to persuade his pro-
ducers to reach out as they were unsure they could
get her in the independent film. He said: "Bubble is
the ultimate artists - that's the part. And for me,
Rihanna is the ultimate - she's the queen. I thought
about her from the beginning. And when we started
the cast, I  said, 'For Bubble, I 'd love to contact
Rihanna.' They [the producers] said 'What's your sec-
ond choice?' I said, 'Why?' They said, 'Luc, come on.' I
said, 'Why not? Let's try it. Let's see.' The first question
we asked to the manager is if she's interested in
shooting in the film. If she's not interested, then don't
even give her the script. But the guy came back and
said, 'Definitely, yes.' " Besson - who is married to film
producer Virginie Silla - and Rihanna enjoyed a "nor-
mal relationship" on set he says the R&B singer could-

n't have been more "perfect" as a professional during
the shoot. He said: "On set, she was normal. Even me,
at the beginning, I said, 'I hope it's not going to be
Rihanna and the great orchestra.' But on the first day,
she looked at her entourage and said, 'You, out.' No
one was on set. She came on set by herself. It was a
normal relationship between an actor and an actress.
When she got emotional she let me get in. She was
perfect. The fact that she is the queen of soul is a
handicap, in fact. I don't use that. She's not singing in
the film. She's not a superstar in the film. She has a
specific role. It's a handicap. And my concern with her
was if she wanted to be in the film for the right reason
or not, and she did." The all-star cast also included
supermodel-turned-actress Cara Delevingne, Clive
Owen, Ethan Hawke, Rutger Hauer and Dane DeHaan
and the cast and director were in London for the UK
premiere of 'Valerian and the City of a Thousand
Planets' on Monday night.

Besson forced producers to get Rihanna in latest film 

Anne Hathaway is in the frame to star
in the 'Barbie' film. The 34-year-old
actress is wanted by Sony and

Mattel to take on the role of a character
expelled from Barbieland for failing to live
up to the perfection expected of its resi-
dents, according to website The Ankler. The
part was initially going to played by Amy
Schumer but she has pulled out of the proj-
ect, intended for cinemas in 2018, due to
"scheduling conflicts". Hathaway is said to
be interested in the role and talks have
been progressing well. Director Alethea
Jones is in talks to helm the movie which
Sony and Mattel want to send a positive
message to young girls about body image
and self-esteem. Schumer, 36, admitted she
was totally "bummed" to drop out of the
'Barbie' film, even though she had been tar-
geted by trolls in the wake of her casting,
an online attack which she laughed off with
her usual wit. In a statement, she said:
"Sadly, I'm no longer able to commit to
'Barbie' due to scheduling conflicts. The
film has so much promise, and Sony and
Mattel have been great partners. I 'm
bummed, but look forward to seeing
Barbie on the big screen." Hathaway will
next bee seen in the all-female led crime

caper 'Ocean's Eight' and is currently shoot-
ing Steven Knight's new thriller 'Serenity'.

Hathaway in talks for
Barbie movie role Cara Delevingne only wants to play

"strong, independent females' in
movies. The supermodel-and-

actress can currently be seen as
Sergeant Laureline in Luc Besson's sci-fi
movie 'Valerian and the City of a
Thousand Planets' and after making a
few forays onto the big screen she wants
to push a message of female empower-
ment to cinema goers with the roles she
accepts. Speaking in London's Leicester
Square at the European premiere of the
blockbuster on Monday night the 24-
year-old beauty said: "It's culmination of
the role, obviously, what the role stands
for. "I think at the moment I'm really
going for really strong independent
females." Delevingne also said that
Besson, who directed the cult movie
'The Fifth Element', opened her eyes to
the sci-fi genre. She said: "He really
opened my eyes to sci-fi after Disney. It's
really crazy that I'm standing here today
after being in one of his films after
watching his films. After all the incredi-
ble women he puts in his films, I'm just
so thankful that he chose me."
Delevingne was last seen as Enchantress
in DC Extended Universe movie 'Suicide
Squad', and although it received mixed

reviews she was proud of the movie and
her own derided performance. She said:
"I think it would be very wrong to take it
personally. At the end of the day all we
want as actors is to portray the world we
live through as best we can and hope
audiences connect with that." 'Valerian
and the City of a Thousand Planets' also
stars Dane DeHaan as well as pop super-
star Rihanna.— Bang Showbiz

Delevingne looks for strong female roles 


