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Centrepoint, Middle East's largest fashion retailer,
has just launched its Back-to-School collection that
has everything you need to start the year and be

the envy of all your peers with an exciting new collection.
Centrepoint acknowledges that all kids have their own
unique talents and interests, and wants to embrace and
celebrate the differences, highlighting that every child
deserves the best. The best part of the start of the near
year is shopping for new school gear and this season's
new collection includes everything from water bottles,
stylish backpacks, to pencil pouches and stationery items
in an array of attractive designs and affordable prices. 

Babyshops' selection of products features a range of
items perfect for little girls and boys who want to
embrace their adventurous spirit! Backpacks for the little
fashionistas show all their favourite heroines with charac-
ters such as Elsa from Frozen or their all-time favourite
Hello Kitty. As for the boys' collection, it is packed with
adventure and will have your children diving into their
own little superhero world. Featuring backpacks with
characters such as Superman and Batman, boys can
unleash their inner hero so they can head to school full of
joy and energy. For the action fans, the collection this

year features Transformers and Ferrari gear. The collection
of backpacks are stylish and functional with a complete
set of pencil pouches, tritan bottles and spacious lunch
boxes for your child's special meal.

For the trendy teens looking for an edgy style for their
school year, Lifestyle has a range of printed backpacks
with characters too! With Centrepoint's back to school
collection, kids can find boho blitz patterns, flower power
designs, pop expression prints for an eye- catching gear.
The range sports popular products from brands such as
Hershel, Sackroots, Jworld, Jansport, Minmei and
Outsider in attractive prints and colours.

According to Simon Cooper, Head of Centrepoint
'Centrepoint simply offers the most comprehensive col-
lection for kids. With 4 proven brands under its roof
offering an amazing range of the latest and trendiest
school gear.

Shoemart's collection for back to school wardrobe will
have children feeling their best when completing their
uniform look. Boys and girls can put their best foot for-
ward with a range of black uniform shoes, white canvas
sneakers and sporty kicks for the active school days.
Children can head back to school the smart way with

Velcro buckle shoes with soft insoles that prevent shoe
bites and that are high on comfort for the school year.
Shoe Mart's back to school collection also offers a selec-
tion of brands like Puma, Skechers and Reebook that
bring together a range of shoes with high durability. This
year's collection also unfolds character stories for girls to
go with formal school dressing such as Disney themed
characters, Barbie, Cinderella and has also includes  the
first Hello Kitty shoes that will have each girl the envy of
all her friends.

Splash's back to school selection highlights trendy
new backpack designs for popular superhero characters
like Batman and Superman. Along with caps, sling backs,
pouches and headphones, this year's collection features
Barbie, Smiley range and Hello Kitty that will have teens
flaunting their new gear as they start the New Year.

Get your hands on the Back-to-School collection; do
visit any of the stores located at Al-Rai, Avenues, Salmiya,
Fintas, Jahra, Fahaheel, Sulaibhikhat, Kuwait City, Khaitan
and Hawally.

Everyone deserves the best with Centrepoint's back to school collection

The Overseas Highway links Florida's mainland
with Key West, and some tourists drive
straight through the chain without exploring

until they get to the end of the road. Those people
are missing a lot to see and do on the 108 miles
(173 km) of highway and islands in between. From
33-mile-long (53-km) Key Largo to little Ramrod
Key, which is less than 2 miles (3.2 km) wide, the
Keys are full of opportunities for adventure for any-
one willing to slow down and look around. Here
are some possibilities:

Go snorkeling
Located only 65 miles (104 km) south of Miami

on the island of Key Largo, John Pennekamp Coral
Reef State Park is a good first stop on a road trip to
Key West. Extending 3 miles (4.8 km) into the
Atlantic Ocean, the park encompasses about 235
square miles (608 square km) of seafloor that
includes the only living coral reef in the continental
United States and seagrass. Privately owned boats
ferrying divers and snorkelers often hover over the
reef, but the park and private vendors offer reason-
ably priced day trips for tourists. Put on a swim-
ming mask and stick your head beneath the water
and a new world appears. Brightly colored tropical
species like parrotfish and angelfish dart past wav-
ing fan coral, along with the occasional barracuda
and stingrays.

Explore a neighborhood
US 1, the official name of the Overseas Highway,

makes a long, sweeping curve southward from the
mainland toward Key West. There aren't many
twists or turns, but there countless side streets that
link the highway with waterfront neighborhoods.
Go venturing down a few of those lanes.
Residential areas that range from opulent to funky
are hidden on side streets off the highway. Some
houses are oceanfront mansions; the more inter-
esting ones are a lot smaller.

Mobile homes painted all sorts of tropical
shades line narrow streets in the upper keys, and
residents go out of their way to give them an island
feel. You'll see decorations like metal parrots,
mounted fish, homemade art and Jimmy Buffett
flags most everywhere.

Kayak a canal
Many of those same neighborhoods are built

around narrow canals that were dug of the coral
bedrock decades ago to provide easier access to
the sea. The best way to see the "wet" side of
these spots is by kayak. You'll need a kayak -
rental shops are plentiful - and a place to put it in
the water,  l ike the boat ramp beside the
Caribbean Club on Key Largo's Blackwater Sound.
That done, start paddling.

Canals leading into neighborhoods are easy to
spot along the shore. Head down one and you're
instantly surrounded by big boats, many of which
hang overhead on davits that keep them suspend-
ed above the corrosive saltwater. Tiki huts and out-
door lounging areas line the canals. Look down

into the water and you're likely to see a manatee,
the endangered "sea cows" that live in backwaters
around the Keys. These massive mammals are pro-
tected by federal law, so don't try to feed or pet
them. But also don't be surprised if one pokes its
head out of the water by your boat.

Feed a tarpon
Thousands of anglers visit the Florida Keys each

year hoping to catch tarpon, a mammoth species
of silver-and-green fish that often grows larger
than 150 pounds. Tourists also can feed them fish
by hand at a few locations. One of the best-known
spots for getting an up-close look at tarpon is
Robbie's Marina of Islamorada, located at the base
of a bridge at Mile Marker 77.

Visitors at Robbie's pay $2 to enter a dock where
a school of the fish hang out, and it's $3 for a buck-
et of small fish to feed the tarpon. Grab a dead fish
by the tail, hold it close to the water and wait a few
seconds - there will be a tarpon grabbing a quick
snack in no time. It may sound easy, but just try
holding still when a 100-pound fish with a gaping
mouth jumps out of the water toward you.

Count iguanas. Or chickens. Or coconuts
Remember the old backseat game of counting

cows to make the time pass? The Florida Keys offers
variations. Iguanas are the squirrels of the Keys. The
green, long-tailed reptiles are easy to spot soaking
up the sun on grassy roadsides, in parking lots, in
trees and bushes.

But, chickens? Yep, free-range yard birds are
near-constant sight also, strutting around neigh-
borhoods and businesses. They don't belong to
anyone and are best known in Key West. But feral
chickens are all over the Keys, and they have been
for generations. Look up in the palm trees or down
at the ground and you might just see a coconut. If
you want to add to the entertainment, find one on
the ground in a public area and try to open it. Just
remember: It's not that easy, regardless of what
that video on YouTube might claim. — AP

Road Trip: The Overseas Highway 
from Key Largo to Key West 

Photo taken  at Islamorada, Florida, shows tarpon and pelicans swimming at a dock at Robbie’s Marina, where
tourists can feed the huge fish by hand. — AP photos

Photos shows houses and boats on a canal in a neighborhood at Key Largo, Florida.

Photos shows vacationers floating in Tarpon Basin at Key Largo, Florida.

Photos shows a colorful sunset viewed from the Caribbean Club at Key Largo, Florida.
Photos shows a manatee peering out of the
water in a bay at Key Largo, Florida.


