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KUWAIT: A popular, well-known local entrepreneur,
humanitarian and activist, Ahmed Al-Gharabally
passed away yesterday. He was the founder of local
real estate website, masahati.com and Adlyx, the digi-
tal media consultancy and a shining example of
Kuwait’s best and brightest. 

Al-Gharabally, who attended the American School
of Kuwait and the American University of Kuwait, was
active in the community and on social media, organiz-
ing a variety of community initiatives and efforts to
improve Kuwait. 

His volunteer work included N-Mu, Sout Al Kuwait,
Mantaqame, Kuwait Rights & Progress Forum and
Legalize Kuwait. Ahmed also initiated a campaign to
encourage humane treatment and respect for
Kuwait’s street cleaners through social media. 

Tributes filled social media yesterday as friends and
acquaintances offered their condolences for his family. 

Ahmed Al-Gharabally

Local entrepreneur, activist passes away

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications
company in Kuwait, announces signing a devel-
opment, management, and operation agree-
ment with the Ministry of Electricity and Water
(MEW) in Kuwait for the development of inter-
connectivity support of the Smart Meters
System Project. The signing ceremony took
place at MEW’s main headquarters in the pres-
ence of the Minister of Oil and Minister of
Electricity and Water, Engineer Essam
Abdulmohsen Al-Marzouq, and Zain Kuwait’s
Chief Executive Officer, Eaman Al-Roudhan. 

Zain won the official bid to become the
strategic partner to MEW with respect to man-
aging the smart metering components of the
project for a period of seven years. As part of
the agreement, Zain will manage the systems
of smart electricity and water reading meters
in Kuwait. 

The project’s initial capacity will include
880,000 smart meters, with the possibility of a
future expansion to 1.2 million in total. As part
of MEW’s plan, the first batch of smart meters
will be utilized in properties within the invest-
ment, industrial, and agricultural sectors, then
followed by residential properties.

Zain will manage and operate the smart
meters project in collaboration with a number of
global strategic partners, including E&Y and
Ericsson. The project is set to revolutionize the
process of obtaining electricity and water read-
ings, which will be taken automatically and can
be tracked in real-time. The massive project
costs KD 22 million, and will see Zain building
and installing the meters over the next two
years, and then managing and operating them
for the subsequent five years. 

Eaman Al-Roudhan, Zain Kuwait’s CEO said,
“[Yesterday’s] agreement with MEW is an exten-
sion of previous partnerships and mutual coop-
eration that Zain has enjoyed with various
Ministries and public authorities in Kuwait to a
more strategic level. We are very pleased with
this development, and given that the smart
meters project is one of the largest in Kuwait’s
ICT sector, we are proud to be a central part of

its deployment and management. The imple-
mentation of a project of this scale is a testa-
ment to the country’s efforts to catalyze the
uptake of e-government services, and embod-
ies the public sector’s interest in benefiting
from the private sector’s experience in areas
such as customer care. This project stands as a
huge boost to Kuwait’s public-private partner-
ship program.”

Roudhan continued, “This project forms part
of Zain’s strategic plans to expand smart cities
solutions in Kuwait as we look to transform into
an inclusive digital telecommunications
provider. One such plan was Zain’s strategic
investment in neXgen, a leading smart city
advisory and consulting services provider. The
execution of such a significant project is a cru-
cial step in harnessing the power of our digital
infrastructure in order to develop truly connect-
ed, intelligent environments. Technology con-
tinues to play a vital role in all aspects of life,
and as Zain is the leading provider of mobile
technology innovations in, we are totally com-
mitted to having these competencies reflected
across society.” 

Zain will supply and install 5,000 smart
meters that meet with international standards.
The company will also manage the smart meters’
operating systems, including the development
and management of a massive database special-
ly developed for this project, and training MEW’s
call center staff to service consumers around the
clock. Zain will also introduce a secure e-pay-
ment system through MEW’s official website and
through a mobile app where consumers can
monitor their smart meter’s readings in real-time
and receive bill reminder notifications and more.

Zain is set to introduce utility payment sys-
tems where residents will be able to pay electric-
ity and water bills through prepaid or postpaid
plans. Zain will also offer its own payment chan-
nels as an option, including the company’s web-
site, branches, kiosk machines, and more.

The smart meters project aims to eliminate
the requirement for a manual process to obtain
meter readings, replaced instead by a state-of-
the-art electronic platform that automatically
collects meter readings, while also being able to
inform MEW’s support team of any failures with-
in the system in real-time.

Zain signs groundbreaking ‘Smart Meters’

deal with Ministry of Electricity and Water 

Project one of the largest in Kuwait’s ICT sector

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Supreme Council for Planning and Development’s Secretary
General Dr Khaled Mahdi said total development projects number 279, of
which 25 have been completed, 125 are under construction and 91 are still
being readied. Speaking to reporters at a press conference held yesterday
to highlight the annual follow-up report of the final statement of the
development plan ending on March 31, 2017, Mahdi explained that the
total sum allocated for the 2016-2017 plan was KD 3 billion, of which KD
2.28 billion has been already spent, compared to 529 projects with a
budget of KD 5.86 billion in 2015-2016. 

Mahdi added that the projects include 185 for human resource devel-
opment with an annual budget of KD 872 million, 77 projects for econom-
ic development with a budget of KD 2.1 billion and 17 administrative
development projects with a budget of KD 7.3 million. Mahdi said the plan

includes 35 strategic projects with an annual budget of KD 2.2 billion. 
Responding to a question about the progress so far achieved in various

strategic projects, Mahdi explained that 40.7 percent of Sabah Al-Salem
university is completed, in addition to 20 percent of the Al-Zour refinery
project, 80.9 percent of the biofuel project, 71.6 percent of the Jaber
Bridge project, 49.5 percent of the Mubarak Port project, 0.5 per cent of
the new airport project and 96.4 percent of the Jaber Hospital project. 

The assistant secretary general for planning and follow-up Bader Al-
Refae stressed that follow-up  is a significant planning tool that helps face
various challenges and accelerates execution. Refae added that the new
airport project would be concluded through the 2020-2025 plan, the
South Mutlaa project would be concluded by Sept 1, 2019, Farwaniya
Hospital by the end of 2019, the new Sabah Hospital in Aug 2018, the new
Adan Hospital in Jan 2020, Jaber Hospital in Sept 2017 and Sabah Al-
Salem University by the end of 2019.

KD 2.28 billion spent in 2016-2017 development plan

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: The Traffic General Department
announced yesterday the timing of trucks’
ban on main roads during Ramadan,
which will be from 8:30 am to 10:30 am
and from 12:30pm to 3:00 pm every week
from Sunday through Thursday. The
department also announced that driving
on the left safety lane would be allowed
from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm. 

Further, the department said that

morning official working hours at all traf-
fic department offices would be from
10:00 am to 2:30 pm, while the afternoon
working hours at the registrations, dri-
ver ’s licenses, automobile technical
examination, driving tests and traffic
citations investigations department
would be from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm. In
addition, the department announced
that automobile technical examination
companies open from 10:00 am to 2:30
pm and from 8:30 pm to 11:30 pm. 

Ramadan trucks ban

hours announced

Ministry of Electricity and Water and Zain officials pose for a group photo.

KUWAIT: Minister of Oil and Minister of Electricity and Water Essam Al-Marzouq, and Zain
Kuwait’s Chief Executive Officer Eaman Al-Roudhan sign the agreement. 

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Ministry of Electricity and Water
(MEW ) undersecretary Mohammed
Boshehri strongly denied social media
rumors about deciding to suspend remote
area allowances for MEW employees, and
stressed that such allowances are regulated
by the Civil Service Commission (CSC). 

Food regulations
The Municipal Council’s legal and finan-

cial affairs committee approved food and
nutrition authority regulations. The com-
mittee also approved a proposal concern-
ing mobile food outlets’ health conditions.
In its meeting presided yesterday by Ali Al-
Mousa, the committee also discussed a
complaint filed by residents of east Qurain
concerning changing the area’s name to
Mesayel. 

Bridge opens
Ministry of Public Works’ (MPW) assis-

tant undersecretary for roads affairs
Ahmed Al-Hassan said new contractors
hired to develop the Bidaa roundabout and
the Sabah Al-Ahmad-Wafra Road will start
work within the next few days.  Hassan
added that contractors hired to execute

contracts number 192 and 256 involving
infrastructure in east Jahra will also start
work soon. He noted his department
would open the western bridge on Jamal
Abdul Nasser Street heading towards
Kuwait City by mid-June. 

Kuwait Airways
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and

Minister of State for Economic
Development Hind Al-Sabeeh proposed a
new bill on amending law number 6/2008
pertaining turning Kuwait Airways
Corporation (KAC) into a shareholding
company. The amendment includes chang-
ing articles 3, 4 and 10 of the law to man-
date the government cover KAC losses and
upgrade the fleet prior to selling its shares
to investors. Article 14 also stated that 25
percent of the shares would be offered for
public bidding amongst companies listed
at the KSE or specialized foreign compa-
nies, 45 percent of the shares would be
granted to government bodies to be deter-
mined by the Cabinet, 25 percent of the
shares would be offered for public bidding
amongst citizens, 3 percent would be
offered for bidding amongst KAC employ-
ees and 2 percent among former KAC
employees.   

MEW denies rumors 

KUWAIT: Flights at Kuwait International
Airport was operating as normal yesterday
despite dusty weather conditions in the
country, the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) announced. Midday visi-
bility was at 1,400 square meters and flight

navigation was not affected by the weath-
er, DGCA spokesman Mansour Al-Hashmi
said. Kuwait’s meteorological department
has warned of minimal visibility as a result
of northwesterly gusts at a speed of 70
kilometers per hour.  —KUNA

Air traffic in Kuwait

stable: DGCA

KUWAIT: Dust over Kuwait City caused by strong winds yesterday. — Photo by
Joseph Shagra

By Shamael Al-Sharikh

Iam still in shock. Then again, that is exactly what you
used to do. You shocked people. Sometimes, you
shocked them with your appearance. After all, you

were a Collin-Farrell-lookalike who wore  a dishdasha and
a ‘nasfa’ angled to precision, but who couldn’t say one full
paragraph in Arabic. 

Sometimes, you shocked them with your eccentric
sense of humor which knew no boundaries. And some-
times, you shocked them with your ability to give. 

You were a giver. You gave everything. You gave up

your sleep to help the street cleaners in the scorching
mornings of Ramadan when most of us are practicing our
fast in the comfort of our air-conditioned offices. You
gave time to deliver several talks to budding entrepre-
neurs about your success story as a small business owner.
You gave your efforts and money to found and run our
vigilante environmentalist project, #MantaqaME. And let’s
not forget that ‘other ’ vigilante stunt we pulled in
Fahaheel back in the day (which, incidentally, also took
place during Ramadan.)

Your smile. Your crazy but thoughtful gifts. Your no-fil-
ter, inappropriate, preposterous but perceptive interjec-

tions in our WhatsApp group. Your authentic Kuwaiti
‘faz’aa’; your ability to drop everything to help me, just
because I needed it. Your unshakable belief that change-
the good kind- is coming to our country, and that you
have to play a part to speed it up. Your sheer presence.
Your memory. 

You were and will remain a source of joy to all those
who knew you, and anyone who has ever had the distinct
pleasure (and probably confusion!) of meeting you, will
know that the Great Giver, Mr. Ahmed Al-Gharabally is not
one to be forgotten. 

Rest In Peace, Ahmadoo. Heaven just got its hands full. 

The great giver


