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ADANA, Turkey: This photo taken on May 24, 2017 shows US Ambassador to
the United Nations Nikki Haley during the opening ceremony of Sakirpasa
Umran school, funded by the US government. —AFP

UNITED NATIONS: US Ambassador Nikki Haley,
who has accused the United Nations of anti-
Israel bias, will travel to Israel next week and
deliver an address to the UN Human Rights
Council in Geneva. Haley will be the first US
ambassador to address the rights council,
speaking at a session on June 6 that will be fol-
lowed by a speech on the US role at the council,
the US mission said. The former governor of
South Carolina has criticized the UN rights body
as “corrupt” and the US administration has been
weighing a withdrawal from the council.

“We haven’t made a decision yet,” Haley told
reporters when asked if the United States would
quit the council. Haley said she would discuss
possible reforms at the council and “then we
will make a decision after that.” From June 7 to 9,
Haley will hold meetings with Israeli and
Palestinian leaders during her visit to Israel and

visit a UN peacekeeping mission in the region.
Haley said she was hoping to meet with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas, but that
these meetings had yet to be confirmed.

The US ambassador has won applause from
the Israeli government for pledging to stand up
to what she has termed “Israel-bashing” at the
United Nations. She has condemned a Security
Council resolution demanding that Israel halt
the expansion of Jewish settlements on occu-
pied Palestinian land as a “terrible mistake”. The
resolution was adopted after the former US
administration refused to use its veto to block
the measure and instead abstained. In Geneva,
Haley will also discuss the human rights crisis in
Venezuela. It will be her second visit abroad as
US ambassador. Last week, she visited Syrian
refugee camps in Jordan and Turkey. —AFP
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MEXICO CITY: Plagued by riots, murders
and escapes, the prolonged crisis in
Mexico’s overcrowded prisons is being
worsened by the infiltration of cartels
and the corruption of authorities. The
high-profile escape of the country ’s
most-wanted drugs lord, Joaquin “El
Chapo” Guzman in 2015, and a riot last
year in a Monterrey penitentiary that left
49 dead, have only underscored the
challenges facing the government. “The
crisis comes down to two factors,” said
Guillermo Zepeda, head of the
Jurimetria legal affairs watchdog.
“Overcrowding on the one hand, and on
the other the penetration of organized
crime into penitentiaries.”

The government of President Enrique
Pena Nieto has vowed to tackle the
endemic problem with more infrastruc-
ture and equipment, as well as more and
better paid prison staff. In the past year,
it has succeeded in reducing the prison
population by 30,000, but 58 percent of
the country’s current 216,831 inmates

still live in overcrowded conditions, and
more than a third of Mexico’s 375 prisons
are filled beyond capacity.

Guns and parties 
Gangs have effective control of cell

blocks in some prisons and fight among
themselves for control, triggering riots,
murders, escapes and clashes. This year
alone there have been shoot-outs, fires
and the escape of 29 inmates from pris-
ons in the northeastern state of
Tamaulipas. The son of Juan Jose
Esparragoza, one of the founders of
Guzman’s powerful Sinaloa cartel, man-
aged to escape from a prison in the state
of Sinaloa.

Images of a “narco-fiesta” went viral
on social media this year, showing jail-
birds in the western state of Jalisco swig-
ging alcohol, feasting and watching a
live concert in which the band played
songs hailing the gang boss who had
organized the party. Another video
showed inmates being forced by mem-

bers of a rival gang to clean their cells
while dressed in women’s lingerie.

Just a few days ago, police found guns
and a tunnel in another prison in
Tamaulipas where 80 percent of the
inmates are members of the Gulf Cartel.
Memories are still fresh of Guzman’s
spectacular escape from a maximum
security penitentiary two years ago,
ducking down a tunnel under the very
noses of his guards and staying on the
run for months. That was the second time
he had busted out, having carried out
another high-profile jailbreak in 2001. 

Those scenes, as well as the gang
brawl that killed 49 prisoners in
Monterrey’s Topo Chico prison last year,
are made possible by “the corruption
inside the system,” said Catalina Perez of
the Center for Research and Teaching in
Economics. “There is a lot of corruption
which no one is dealing with,” she said.
“You end up with some inmates paying
for luxury cells and whatever else they
want, while the poorer ones wind up

cleaning the toilets,” she told AFP. The
National Human Rights Commission
(CNDH) in May reiterated its concern
over what it called the worsening state
of gangs running or partially controlling
prisons, “in the face of a growing number
of inmates linked to organized crime or
with higher economic means.”

Inefficient law 
Almost half of the inmates in federal

penitentiaries, and 30 percent of those in
state jails, are held in preventive custody,
waiting to be tried or sentenced. In many
cases, they face charges for minor crimes,
such as robbery without violence. “These
people have few financial resources and
have only been accused of minor crimes,
said Perez. She said Mexico has to decide
what function its prisons serve: “If we are
going to use them for people caught
with small amounts of illegal substances
or to reassimilate (into society) those
who committed the worst crimes.”

In June last year, Congress passed a

law that gave the greenlight to punish-
ments that would allow reparation of
damage and community work rather
than jail time. It aims to re-assimilate
offenders and take the pressure of the
prisons, but its implementation on the
ground has been slow. “Now we have to
demand that the authorities carry out
the work in keeping with the law, some-
thing which is not happening now,” said
Angelica de la Pena, from the left-lean-
ing Party of the Democratic Revolution
(PRD), who heads the upper house’s
human rights commission.

Civil rights groups, for their part, are
concerned that society has not been
educated to be more accepting of those
who have served time. “If people coming
out of jail cannot find work, are discrimi-
nated against, and are notorious in their
own neighborhoods, then it will be a
never-ending cycle,” said Consuelo
Banuelos, head of Promotion for Peace, a
group working to rehabilitate prisoners
in society. —AFP

Overcrowding, corruption, crime: Hell of Mexico prisons

WASHINGTON: US President
Donald Trump has been handing
out his cellphone number to world
leaders and urging them to call him
directly, an unusual invitation that
breaks diplomatic protocol and is
raising concerns about the security
and secrecy of the US commander
in chief ’s communications. Trump
has urged leaders of Canada and
Mexico to reach him on his cell-
phone, according to former and cur-
rent US officials with direct knowl-
edge of the practice. Of the two,
only Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau has taken advantage of the
offer so far, the officials said.

Trump also exchanged numbers
with French President Emmanuel
Macron when the two spoke imme-
diately following Macron’s victory
earlier this month, according to a
French official, who would not com-
ment on whether Macron intended
to use the line. All the officials
demanded anonymity because they
were not authorized to reveal the
conversations. Neither the White
House nor Trudeau’s office respond-
ed to requests for comment.

The notion of world leaders call-
ing each other up via cellphone may
seem unremarkable in the modern,
mobile world. But in the diplomatic
arena, where leader-to-leader calls
are highly orchestrated affairs, it is
another notable breach of protocol
for a president who has expressed
distrust of official channels. The for-
malities and discipline of diplomacy
have been a rough fit for Trump -
who, before taking office, was long
easily accessible by cellphone and
viewed himself as freewheeling,
impulsive dealmaker.

Presidents generally place calls
on one of several secure phone
lines, including those in the White
House Situation Room, the Oval
Office or the presidential limousine.
Even if Trump uses his government-
issued cellphone, his calls are vul-
nerable to eavesdropping, particu-
larly from foreign governments,
national security experts say.

“If you are speaking on an open
line, then it’s an open line, meaning
those who have the ability to moni-
tor those conversations are doing
so,” said Derek Chollet, a former

Pentagon adviser and National
Security Council official now at the
German Marshall Fund of the United
States. A president “doesn’t carry
with him a secure phone,” Chollet
said. “If someone is trying to spy on
you, then everything you’re saying,
you have to presume that others are
listening to it.”

Caution 
The caution is warranted even

when dealing with allies. As German
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s learned
in 2013, when a dump of American
secrets leaked by Edward Snowden

revealed the US was monitoring her
cellphone, good relations don’t pre-
vent some spycraft between friends.
“If you are Macron or the leader of
any country and you get the cell-
phone number of the president of
the United States, it’s reasonable to
assume that they’d hand it right
over to their intel service,” said
Ashley Deeks, a law professor at the
University of Virginia who formerly
served as the assistant legal adviser
for political-military affairs in the US
State Department.

The practice opens Trump up to
charges of hypocrisy. Throughout
last year’s presidential campaign, he
lambasted Democratic rival Hillary
Clinton for using a private email
server while she was secretary of

state, insisting she should not be
given access to classified informa-
tion because she would leave it vul-
nerable to foreign foes.

Presidents’ phone calls with
world leaders often involve consid-
erable advance planning. State
Department and National Security
Council officials typically prepare
scripted talking points and back-
ground on the leader on the other
end of the line. Often an informal
transcript of the call is made and cir-
culated among a select group -
sometimes a small clutch of aides,
sometimes a broader group of for-

eign policy officials. Those records
are preserved and archived.

The White House did not
respond to questions on whether
the president is keeping records of
any less-formal calls with world
leaders. Trump’s White House is
already facing scrutiny for apparent
efforts to work outside usual diplo-
matic channels. The administration
has been fending off questions
about a senior aide’s alleged
attempt to set up a secret back
channel of communication with
Moscow in the weeks before Trump
was took office. 

White House adviser Jared
Kushner, Trump’s son-in-law, met in
December with Russia’s ambassador
to the US and discussed whether a

secret line of communication could
be used to facilitate sensitive policy
discussions about the conflict in
Syria, according to a person familiar
with the talks. The person demand-
ed anonymity because the person
was not authorized to discuss the
sensitive conversation by name. The
White House has said such back
channel communications are useful
and discreet.

Leaks 
Trump has struggled more than

most recent presidents to keep his
conversations with world leaders
private. His remarks to Australian
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull,
Mexican President Enrique Pena
Nieto and Russian diplomats have
all leaked, presumably after notes of
the conversations were circulated by
national security officials.

It was unclear whether an
impromptu, informal call with a for-
eign leader would be logged and
archived. The Presidential Records
Act of 1981, passed in response to
the Watergate scandal, requires that
the president and his staff to pre-
serve all records related to the office.
In 2014, the act was amended to
include personal emails.

But the law contains “blind spots” -
namely, record-keeping for direct cell-
phone communications, said
Jonathan Turley, a professor at George
Washington University Law School,
who specializes in public interest and
national security law. Under Barack
Obama, the first cellphone-toting
president, worries about cyber intru-
sions - particularly by foreign govern-
ments - pulled the president’s devices
deep into the security bubble. Many
of the functions on Obama’s
BlackBerry were blocked, and a very
small handful of people had his
phone number or email address,
according to former aides.

“Government sometimes looks
like a big bureaucracy that has stu-
pid rules, but a lot of these things
are in place for very good reasons
and they’ve been around for a while
and determine the most effective
way to do business in the foreign
policy sphere,” said Deeks.
“Sometimes it takes presidents
longer to figure that out.” —AP 
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WASHINGTON: In this March 24, 2017 photo, US President
Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office of the White House. —AP

BROOKHAVEN, Mississippi: Willie Cory
Godbolt, the man accused of killing a sheriff’s
deputy and seven people he knew in rural
Mississippi, has led a life marked by violence.
When Godbolt was 17, his mother shot and
killed his father, a Brookhaven police officer,
after the two had separated, Brookhaven
Police Chief Bobby Bell said Tuesday. In the
two decades since, Godbolt was charged
with misdemeanor assault or similar crimes
at least a dozen times, and convicted in at
least six of them, Lincoln County court
records show.

Last June, his wife accused him of choking
and punching her, and putting his hand
down her mouth so she couldn’t scream.
Investigators say his most violent act yet
happened over the weekend when a domes-
tic violence dispute spiraled into a killing
spree that left eight people dead at three
separate homes. He could face the death
penalty if convicted. About two decades ago,
Godbolt’s mother accused his father of
domestic violence but the charges were later
dropped. In 1999, using her ex-husband’s
police revolver, she shot him to death and
pleaded guilty to manslaughter and burgla-
ry. She is no longer in prison.

Godbolt, shackled at his hands and feet,
appeared in court briefly Tuesday afternoon
and was denied bail. He was being held at
the Copiah County jail. He left armed was
bandaged from a gunshot wound, but it’s

not clear who shot him. Investigators say it
wasn’t police. Godbolt, who in the past has
worked for a grocery distributor, showed lit-
tle emotion and barely spoke during the
hearing. A judge said the court will appoint
an attorney for him.

Slain were Lincoln County Sheriff’s Deputy
William Durr; Barbara Mitchell, 55; Brenda
May, 53; Toccara May, 35; Ferral Burage, 45;
Shelia Burage, 46; Austin Edwards, 11; and
Jordan Blackwell, 18. Funeral services were
scheduled over several days starting today. In
the last four years, Godbolt had been cited
repeatedly for making threats or assaulting
family members and others. He was convict-
ed after punching a husband and pushing a
wife out of the bleachers at a school football
game in October 2013.

Godbolt’s in-laws, the May family, pressed
charges against him multiple times, with
Godbolt being convicted of death threats in
Nov 2015. His wife, Sheena Godbolt,
obtained a restraining order against her hus-
band last June after accusing him of felony
domestic violence. Sheena Godbolt swore in
court papers that her husband harmed her
“by punching her in the stomach repeatedly
and by choking her. She states he also put his
hand down her mouth where she couldn’t
scream for help.”

On Saturday, the initial call came at 11:30
p.m. to remove a person involved in a
domestic dispute. Investigators say Godbolt

had gone to a home to demand that his
estranged wife give up their two children.
Durr, the deputy, had told him to leave, and
relatives said it seemed Godbolt was going
to comply when he opened fire. “We’ve han-
dled calls like that a thousand times,” Lincoln
County Sheriff Steve Rushing said. “At some
point, it went really bad.”

After killing four people there, Godbolt
continued an all-night rampage where he
killed the two boys at a second home and
then the Burages in a third location around
sunrise. Rushing said Godbolt changed cars
at least three times. Witnesses say he forced a
woman and then a 15-year-old boy to drive
him around for much of the night. Mississippi
Bureau of Investigation spokesman Warren
Strain declined to confirm those reports.
Aside from the deputy, everyone who died
was a relative or acquaintance of Godbolt.

A story of heroism emerged from the car-
nage. A witness at the second shooting said
Blackwell used his body to shield his cousin,
Caleb Edwards, 15, from the gunfire. “He
loved me enough to take some bullets for
me,” Caleb said Sunday. Caleb’s 11-year-old
brother, Austin Edwards, was also shot to
death in that living room early Sunday.
Godbolt told The Clarion-Ledger that he had-
n’t planned to be captured alive. “My inten-
tions was to have God kill me. I ran out of
bullets,” he said. “Suicide by cop was my
intention.” —AP

US killer led life marked by violence

CARACAS: Venezuelan police have arrested
nearly 3,000 people in the two months since a
wave of anti-government protests erupted, a
judicial campaign group said on Tuesday.
President Nicolas Maduro’s opponents accuse
him of repressing protesters who are calling for
elections to remove him from office. He accuses
them of plotting a coup against him. Foro Penal
(the Criminal Justice Forum) has counted 2,977
people arrested during the deadly unrest, of
whom 1,351 are still in detention, director
Alfredo Romero told a news conference.

Of those, 197 have been jailed after being
sentenced by military courts, said a lawyer
working for the group, Alonso Medina. “This is a
situation that occurs under dictatorial regimes,”
Medina said. Prosecutors say 60 people have
been killed in violence linked to the protests

since they broke out on April 1, many of them
shot dead. Riot police have fired tear gas, water
cannon and rubber bullets. Protesters have
hurled Molotov cocktails and rocks.

That was the picture Tuesday as well
when about 2,000 demonstrators took to the
streets against Maduro. Police used tear gas
and flash-bang explosives to break up
crowds. The crowd was unable to move out
of the east end of Caracas. Most fled from the
gas, but a few holdouts who were wearing
helmets kept clashing with authorities on
motorcycles who were hit with rocks and
Molotov cocktails. “People are not getting
tired of protesting; they are getting more and
more tired of this government, and of going
hungry,” Arturo, a university student of 26,
told AFP. —AFP

3,000 arrests in Venezuela unrest

BROOKHAVEN, Mississippi: Katrina Ebbers, whose husband is a Lincoln
County Sheriff’s deputy, cries as she sits near the makeshift memorial for
slain Lincoln County Sheriff ’s Office deputy William Durr at the Lincoln
County-Brookhaven Government Complex on Tuesday. —AP


