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Focus

Emirates, the Middle East’s largest airline, faced
fierce criticism in Taiwan yesterday after it report-
edly banned cabin crew from wearing the island’s

flag on their uniforms due to pressure from China.
Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said it had lodged
protests with Emirates in both Dubai and Taipei. The air-
line’s cabin crew traditionally wear the flag pin of their
own country on their uniforms.  But a leaked internal
email, apparently from an Emirates manager and circu-
lated by local media, ordered Taiwanese Emirates staff
to replace the island’s flag pin with a Chinese one. 

“ We have been instructed by the Chinese
Government that with immediate effect, Emirates air-
line cabin crew are to follow the One China policy,” the
email read. China still sees self-ruling Taiwan as part of
its territory waiting to be reunified. Tensions have rap-
idly worsened since Beijing-sceptic Taiwanese presi-
dent Tsai Ing-wen took office last year. Beijing has

stopped all  official communication with Taipei,
increased military drills and sought to isolate the island
internationally. 

Beijing says Taiwan is part of “one China”, but Tsai
refuses to acknowledge that concept. Her Beijing-friend-
ly predecessor Ma Ying-jeou recognized the policy,
which led to an unprecedented cross-strait rapproche-
ment. The foreign ministry said it “cannot accept”
Emirates’ decision. “China is sparing no effort to suppress
us on the international stage,” it added.  Taiwanese
Emirates workers were outraged by the move. “My initial
reaction was shock, indignation, and anger,” an employ-
ee at the airline told news website Taiwan Sentinel. 

Apple Daily cited an unnamed staff member who
believed the decision was made because Emirates was
seeking to add more Asia routes, especially in China.
Angry social media users took to Emirates’ Facebook
page, flooding it with the Taiwanese flag in the com-

ment section. “Taiwan is Taiwan! How dare you force
them to wear another (country’s) flag. I along with many
Taiwanese will never ride with this airline,” one com-
ment said. The Taoyuan Flight Attendants Union said
yesterday it hoped Emirates would “respect the national
identity of crew members from different countries and
should not take a coercive or threatening approach”.

According to Apple Daily, Taiwanese cabin crew on
China flights were also requested to write “Chinese” as
their nationality rather than “Taiwanese”. Emirates later
apologized in a follow-up internal message, asking
Taiwanese crew to “refrain” from wearing their flag pins
until further notice, the report said.  The airline made
no immediate comment when contacted by AFP.
Emirates was also criticized last year when it asked
Hong Kong cabin crew to wear the Chinese national
flag as well  as the semi-autonomous city ’s own
emblem. —AFP

Taiwan backlash over Emirates flag ban

Five Things to Notice in the NBA Finals, the league’s
best-of-seven championship final that starts today:

Historic Finals trilogy 
Golden State and Cleveland meet in the NBA Finals for

the third year in a row, with the Warriors taking the title in
2015 but being dethroned in 2016 by the Cavaliers, who
rallied from 3-1 down to win the best-of-seven series in
the greatest comeback in finals history. Each major North
American sports league has now had a “Threepeat” cham-
pionship round, the NHL between Detroit and Montreal
from 1954-56, the NFL from 1952-54 between Detroit and
Cleveland in the pre-Super Bowl era, and Major League
Baseball in 1921-23 between the New York Yankees and
New York Giants, who later moved to San Francisco. 

The Warriors seek a fifth NBA title in franchise history
on the 70th anniversary of their first, which came in 1947
when the team was based in Philadelphia. The Cavaliers
seek their second NBA title overall and in a row. It comes
10 years after Cleveland’s first NBA Finals appearance,
when the team was coached by Mike Brown, the Golden
State assistant coach who has guided the Warriors in the
playoffs due to complications following back surgery for
Warriors coach Steve Kerr.

Hot playoff start rolls on 
Golden State became the first team in NBA history to

start the playoffs 12-0. Eight prior teams have reached the
title round unbeaten, but none had so many games to win
to get there. And three of those clubs then lost the finals.
The most recent prior team to enter the NBA Finals
unbeaten was the 2001 Lakers, which went 11-0, lost the
opener of the finals, then won four in a row to defeat
Philadelphia. On that Lakers squad was current Cleveland
coach Tyronn Lue. Cleveland went 12-1 in this year’s play-
offs after entering the post-season on a four-game losing
streak to end the regular season. It’s the first final with
teams having a combined one loss since the 1950s. If the
Warriors win in five or the Cavaliers sweep Golden State,
the champion would have the best one-season playoff win
percentage in NBA history.

All-Star player matchups 
The NBA Finals feature seven of the past eight NBA

Most Valuable Players-Cleveland’s LeBron James (2009,
2010, 2012, 2013), Golden State’s Kevin Durant (2014) and
Stephen Curry (2015, 2016). There are seven 2017 NBA All-
Stars and 11 players who have been All-Stars in their
careers, as well as winners of seven of the last eight MVP
awards, the most in either category since the 1983 NBA
Finals.  All-Star personal matchups will feature LeBron
James against Kevin Durant at small forward, Kyrie Irving
versus Stephen Curry at point guard, and Kevin Love
against Draymond Green at power forward. In an interna-
tional matchup at center, Cleveland’s Tristan Thompson of
Canada will go against Zaza Pachulia of Golden State, who
could become the first player from Georgia to win an NBA
crown. Golden State’s Klay Thompson set the record for
most points in an NBA quarter with a 37-point third quar-
ter against Sacramento on January 23, 2015.  Cleveland’s
Kevin Love ranks second after a 34-point first quarter
against Portland on November 23, 2016.

Durant-James rivalry sparks
LeBron James had not won an NBA title when he and

Kevin Durant first collided in an NBA Finals. That was in
2012 when James and the Miami Heat beat Durant’s
Oklahoma City Thunder in five games, giving “King” James
his first crown. James averaged 28.2 points, 10.2 rebounds
and 7.4 assists in the NBA Finals that year. Durant has not
reached the finals since until now. This will be James’s sev-
enth in a row and eighth overall, but he is only 3-4 in finals.  

James has 17 NBA Finals game wins, two shy of the
active leader mark of 19 shared by San Antonio’s Manu
Ginobili and Tony Parker. LeBron James ranks seventh
among all scorers in NBA Finals history with 1,079 career
points, needing 98 points to pass Michael Jordan for third
place on the all-time list, which would put him behind
only Jerry West (1,679) and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar (1,317).
James passed Jordan as the top playoff scorer in NBA his-
tory last week. James is a three-time NBA Finals MVP, with
Jordan at six the only player to win the award more often. 

Korver, West reach Finals
Cleveland’s Kyle Korver and Golden State’s David West

are both 36-year-old former All-Stars who will each play in
the NBA Finals for the first time in their careers. Each does
so in his first year with his club. Among active NBA players,
only Utah’s Joe Johnson has played in more playoff games
(112) without playing in the NBA Finals than Korver (104)
or West (95). Korver, in the top five among all-time NBA
regular-season 3-point shotmakers, is one of only two
active NBA players from the second round of the NBA
Draft, the other being Golden State’s Pachulia. —AFP

Things to Notice 
in the NBA Finals

By Joe Dyke

US President Donald Trump faces
today’s deadline to decide
whether to move the US

embassy in Israel to the disputed city of
Jerusalem. Israelis are eagerly watching
to see whether he renews a waiver due
to expire just before midnight today
delaying the move, as his predecessors
have done. He is expected to sign the
waiver, at least for now, as he seeks ways
to restart Israeli-Palestinian peace
efforts. Here are five questions and
answers explaining the issue:

What is the dispute?
Israel seized control of Palestinian

east Jerusalem from Jordan during a
1967 war and later annexed it. The move
was never recognized by the interna-
tional community but Israel declared
the city its undivided capital.  The
Palestinians see east Jerusalem as the
capital of their future state. No countries
have accepted Israeli sovereignty and
have their embassies in the commercial
capital Tel Aviv instead. Moving the
embassy would be seen as the United
States endorsing Israel’s claim to the city
and rejecting the Palestinian one.

What is the waiver?
In 1995 the US Congress passed the

Jerusalem Embassy Act calling on the
country to move its embassy to the
Holy City. “Since 1950, the city of
Jerusalem has been the capital of the
State of Israel,” it said, demanding the
government move the embassy.  The
act is binding on governments but
there was a clause that presidents could
delay it for six months at a time to pro-
tect “national security interests.”
Presidents Bill Clinton, George W Bush
and Barack Obama signed these
waivers routinely every six months.
Obama signed his final one in
December which expires at 11:59 pm
Washington time today (0359 GMT
tomorrow).  

Will Trump sign?
During the election campaign,

Trump promised multiple times to
move the embassy, and his new ambas-
sador David Friedman is a strong advo-
cate of the shift. However, Trump has
appeared to back away from the idea

since taking office to power under pres-
sure from the Palestinians and other
Arab leaders.  During a trip to Israel and
the Palestinian territories last week he
didn’t mention moving the embassy.
And as he seeks to inject new life into
moribund peace talks, Trump may be
wary of a move that would infuriate the
Arab world.

“He will probably renew the waiver
for another six months, but will come
out with a statement saying he won’t
necessarily do it again depending on
the way in which the parties behave,”
Alan Baker, a former Israeli ambassador
turned analyst said. What happens if he
doesn’t? If Trump chooses not to sign
the waiver, the embassy wouldn’t move

immediately, but there are rapid reper-
cussions. Under the 1995 act, the US
State Department would see a 50-per-
cent cut in all its future budgets for
“acquisition and maintenance of build-
ings abroad” until the new embassy
opens. In 2016, $968 million was spent
on embassy security, construction and
maintenance, according to State
Department figures.

What would be the impact?
Eugene Kontorovich, a law professor

at Northwestern University in the
United States and a backer of the move,
says doing so would earn Trump credit
with his supporters. “It was an explicit
campaign promise; doing it would help

solidify his base and would help shore
up support from congressional
Republicans,” he said. US evangelical
Christian leader Laurie Cardoza-Moore,
president of Proclaiming Justice to the
Nations, said many of Trump’s religious
voters were watching carefully to
ensure he didn’t renege on his promise.
“The embassy move pledge was a game
changer for many evangelicals,” she
said. Palestinians have warned of
potential violence and even a new
intifada, or uprising, if the embassy
were to move, saying it would strength-
en radicals. An official earlier this year
said moving the embassy would open
up “the gates of hell,” claims Israel
rejects. —AFP

Five questions on moving of US Israel embassy

JERUSALEM: Palestinian women pray in front of the Dome of the Rock at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in the Old
City of Jerusalem during Ramadan. —AFP


