
COLUMBUS: A newspaper survey of Ohio
county coroner’s has found more than
4,000 people died from drug overdoses
last year in a state among the hardest hit
by a heroin and opioid epidemic The
Columbus Dispatch reported that the
state’s 4,149 unintentional fatal overdoses
in 2016 are a 36 percent increase from the
previous year when just over 3,000 deaths
were reported. Citing an analysis by the
Kaiser Family Foundation that used statis-
tics from the US Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention, the newspaper
said Ohio led the nation in the total num-
ber of fatal overdoses in 2014 and 2015.

The increase is being attributed to hero-
in and the powerful synthetic opioids fen-
tanyl and carfentanil. Last year’s total is
expected to go higher as coroners tabulate
final numbers. The newspaper reported
that coroners in six smaller counties did not
provide overdose numbers. Cuyahoga
County, which includes Cleveland, far out-
paced the rest of the state with 666 deaths

in 2016 with the majority of those deaths
blamed on fentanyl use. William Denihan,
the outgoing chief executive officer of the
Cuyahoga County Alcohol, Drug Addiction
and Mental Health Services Board, called
the opioid epidemic a “tsunami.” “We’ve
done so much, but the numbers are going
the other way,” Denihan said. “I don’t see
the improvement.”

In Akron’s Summit County, nearly half of
its 308 overdose deaths last year were
attributed to the use of carfentanil, a pow-

erful opioid that’s supposed to be used as a
tranquilizer for large animals. Gary
Guenther, an investigator for the Summit
County Medical Examiner’s Office, said
addicts clamor to get the lethal drug when
they hear it’s on the streets. “It doesn’t
make any sense,” Guenther said. The state
Department of Mental Health & Addiction
Services said Ohio’s 2015 fatal overdose
numbers could have been much higher
were it not for lives saved with the opioid
overdose antidote, naloxone.

While Ohio was one of the leaders in
shutting down “pill mills” that sold prescrip-
tion opioids like oxycodone, health officials
say it has led to addicts switching to more
powerful opioids. 

Dr Mark Hurst, medical director for
Ohio’s health and mental health depart-
ments, said that while naloxone has helped
prevent deaths, it’s not the answer to solv-
ing opioid addiction. “This is going to turn
around,” Hurst said. “I wish I could tell you
when it’s going to turn around.”— AP
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Ohio had more than 4,000 drug overdose deaths in 2016: Survey

BEIJING: Most smokers in China, the world’s
largest tobacco consumer, have no intention of
kicking the habit and remain unaware of some of
its most damaging health effects, Chinese health
officials and outside researchers said. An estimat-
ed 316 million people smoke in China, almost a
quarter of the population, and concerns are
growing about the long-term effects on public
health and the economy. The vast majority of
smokers are men, of whom 59 percent told sur-
veyors that they have no plans to quit, according
to a decade-long study by the Chinese Center for
Disease Control and Prevention and Canadian
researchers with the International Tobacco
Control project.

Such numbers have prompted efforts to
restrict the formerly ubiquitous practice. Major
cities including Beijing and Shanghai having
recently moved to ban public smoking, with
Shanghai’s prohibition going into effect in March.
In 2015, the central government approved a mod-
est nationwide cigarette tax increase. But Chinese
and international health officials argue that more
is needed, including a nationwide public smoking
ban, higher cigarette taxes and more aggressive
health warnings. Such actions are “critically
important,” Yuan Jiang, director of tobacco control
for the Chinese Center for Disease Control, said in
a statement released with the study.

A public smoking ban appeared imminent last
year. The government health ministry said in
December that it would happen by the end of
2016, but that has yet to materialize.”They have
to figure out what’s important as a health policy,”
said Geoffrey Fong of Canada’s University of
Waterloo, one of the authors of Wednesday’s
study. “Every third man that you pass on the
street in China will die of cigarettes. When you
have cheap cigarettes, people will smoke them.”

In line with global trends, smoking rates
among Chinese have fallen slowly over the past
25 years, by about 1 percent annually among
men and 2.6 percent among women, according

to a separate study published in April in the
medical journal The Lancet. Yet because of
China’s population growth 1.37 billion people
at last count - the actual number of smokers
has continued to increase. Rising prosperity
means cigarettes have become more afford-
able, while low taxes keep the cost of some
brands at less than $1 a pack.

Sixty percent of Chinese smokers were
unaware that cigarettes can lead to strokes and
almost 40 percent weren’t aware that smoking
causes heart disease, according to the study,
which was released on World No Tobacco Day,
when the World Health Organization and others
highlight health risks associated with tobacco
use. Judith Mackay, an anti-tobacco advocate

based in Hong Kong, said China has made strides
with the public smoking bans in some cities and
a similar ban covering schools and universities,
but that’s not enough.”

This is the first time there has been a report
looking at the overall picture of where China
stands,” said Mackay, senior adviser at Vital
Strategies, a global health organization. “The
reality is, it’s falling behind.”Mackay blamed
behind the scenes lobbying by China’s state-
owned tobacco monopoly for impeding efforts
to toughen tobacco policies. The State Tobacco
Monopoly Administration did not immediately
respond to a request for comment. Government
agencies and research institutes in China, Canada
and the United States funded the study.—AP

Study: China struggles to kick 
world-leading cigarette habit

Long-term effects on public health and the economy

BEIJING: A man and a woman smoke cigarettes outside of an office building. — AP

LOS ANGELES: Some states that have legalized
marijuana are encouraging minorities to enter
the growing cannabis industry after years of
drug enforcement that had a disproportionate
effect on black and Hispanic communities. Here’s
a look at some of the efforts nationwide:

CALIFORNIA
California voters legalized recreational mari-

juana in November. The first retail sales are
expected in January. Oakland officials approved
a program that initially sets aside half of the
city’s marijuana licenses for low-income resi-
dents who have been convicted of a cannabis
crime or who live in a specified neighborhood
where drug enforcement has been intense.
Advocates are urging similar programs
statewide, including in San Francisco and Los
Angeles. African-Americans made up 5.6 percent
of the state but 16 percent of marijuana arrests
in 2015, according to an AP analysis of statistics
collected by the FBI.

COLORADO
The first state to legalize marijuana for recre-

ational use does not track industry demograph-
ics. A spokesman for the Denver department
that oversees marijuana policy, Daniel Rowland,
said individual businesses have programs to
employ minorities, but nothing is mandated by
the city. A report by the Colorado Public Safety
Department found that arrest rates for African-
American and Latino juveniles increased after
legalization, while the rate for white juveniles
went down. African-Americans made up nearly 4
percent of the Colorado population in 2015 and
11 percent of arrests.

FLORIDA
Florida lawmakers passed a bill last year to

address issues that arose with the state’s 2014
medical marijuana law, including provisions to
favor black farmers. The provisions ensure that
once the state’s medical marijuana patient reg-
istry reaches 250,000, three additional cultiva-
tion licenses will be made available, with one of
them designated for a member of the Florida
Black Farmers and Agriculturists Association.
Black farmers in Florida were among thousands
across the country who sued the US Department
of Agriculture for racial discrimination, saying
they had been unfairly denied government
loans and subsidies in the 1980s and 1990s. The
case ended with an historic settlement in 1999.

MARYLAND
The state’s rollout of medical marijuana has

been marred by lawsuits filed by groups that
were not among the 15 chosen by the state for
cultivation licenses. None of the 15 was minori-
ty-owned, despite language in the law that
requires regulators to seek “racial, ethnic and
geographical diversity” in the awarding of licens-
es. The General Assembly ended its legislative
session last month without acting on a bill
designed to create diversity by allowing up to

seven more licenses to grow marijuana, with two
going to companies that are suing the state and
five others for minority-owned companies after
a disparity study is conducted. The Legislature’s
Black Caucus has called for a special session to
consider the bill. Minority groups comprise
about 48 percent of Maryland’s population,
including nearly 30 percent African-American.
Blacks made up roughly 57 percent of cannabis
arrests in 2015.

MASSACHUSETTS
The 2016 ballot question that legalized recre-

ational marijuana included language to encour-
age participation in the cannabis industry by
people who were “disproportionately harmed”
by enforcement of marijuana laws in the past.
The law does not exclude people with past mari-
juana convictions from applying for a retail
license or working in a cannabis business.
Boston City Council member Ayanna Pressley
has drafted proposed legislation that would
direct 20 percent of unexpended revenue from
state and local marijuana taxes toward programs
to assure racial equity, including efforts to
reduce financial barriers to ownership of busi-
nesses. In 2015, African-Americans made up
nearly 7 percent of the state’s population but 34
percent of cannabis arrests.

OHIO
The state’s 2016 medical marijuana law

included some licenses set aside for minority
businesses, but it’s questionable whether that
provision would stand in court. The benchmarks
require at least 15 percent of Ohio’s marijuana-
related licenses to go to the businesses of one of
four economically disadvantaged minority
groups - blacks, Hispanics, Asians or Native
Americans - so long as an adequate number
apply. Legal experts have questioned whether

the racial-preference provision would stand up
in court, though no legal challenge has been
filed to date. African-Americans made up 12 per-
cent of the state’s population in 2015, but 35
percent of arrests.

PENNSYLVANIA
Lawmakers passed a medical marijuana law

in 2016, and subsequent regulations written by
the Pennsylvania Department of Health included
policies to ensure that medical cannabis organi-
zations “foster participation of diverse groups in
all aspects of their operations.”

Specifically, the rules require that applicants
for cultivation and dispensing permits include in
their initial applications a diversity plan that
spells out how they will achieve racial equity
through ownership, employment and contract-
ing. The agency is also required to make special
efforts to help minorities learn how to apply for
cultivation and dispensing permits. 

At least four predominantly minority groups
have applied for medical marijuana permits,
according to Philadelphia City Councilman
Derek Green. African-Americans were nearly 11
percent of the state in 2015 and made up 35 per-
cent of arrests.

WASHINGTON
Recreational pot was legalized in Washington

in 2012. The state has nearly 500 licensed retail
stores. Nearly 3 percent of retail license holders
are African-American in a state where black peo-
ple are 3.5 percent of the population. In 2015,
African-Americans made up 11 percent of mari-
juana arrests. Brian Smith, spokesman for the
Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board,
said the board is interested in diversifying
licensees and may use targeted outreach to eth-
nic communities if they decide to license more
people in the future. — AP

States encourage minority
marijuana entrepreneurs

OAKLAND: In this May 3, 2017, photo, Dan Grace poses for a photo in the marijuana produc-
tion facility of the Dark Heart Nursery. — AP 

CANBERRA: This undated handout image received yesterday from the Space
Environment Research Centre shows the EOS Space Systems Satellite Laser Ranging
Facility at the Space Environment Research Centre (SERC) tracking space debris at
Mount Stromlo near Canberra. —  AFP 

SYDNEY: The growing amount of fast-mov-
ing space debris orbiting the Earth could
lead to catastrophic collisions with satel-
lites, hurting economies, researchers
warned yesterday ahead of a summit to
coordinate efforts to remove the junk.
There are an estimated 170 million pieces
of so-called “space junk” left behind after
missions that can be as big as spent rocket
stages or as small as paint flakes in orbit
alongside some US$700 billion of space
infrastructure.

But only 22,000 are tracked, and with
the fragments able to travel at speeds
above 27,000kmh tiny pieces could serious-
ly damage or destroy satellites.”The space
junk problem has been getting worse every
year,” Ben Greene, head of Australia’s Space
Environment Research Centre which is
hosting the two-day conference of interna-
tional space environment scientists in
Canberra, told AFP.”We’re losing three or
four satellites a year now to space debris
collision. We’re very close, NASA estimates,
of within five to 10 years of losing every-
thing.” Greene added in a statement that “a
catastrophic avalanche of collisions which
could quickly destroy all orbiting satellites
is now possible”, noting that more collisions
were creating extra debris.

With society heavily dependent on satel-
lites for communication and navigation, and
powering key industries such as transport,
finance and energy, the growing cosmic
junkyard could threaten economies.”The

Australian economy is entirely dependent
on space,” Greene said. 

“We’re a big country with few people and
the only way we can service it, whether it’s
with surveillance, safety or search-and-res-
cue, is from space.” 

The barriers to entry for building space-
craft were also falling, making it easier for
firms to launch their own objects, said
space debris expert Moriba Jah from the
University of Texas, who is at the confer-
ence. “I believe that we are certainly on a
path to what I call a tragedy of the com-
mons,” he told the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation, adding that a major collision
was “inevitable” without action to tackle
the problem.

“You’ve driven on the roads here when
you have a lot of mist or fog, and you have
to go really slow, and you just don’t know
what’s really around you. That’s the perfect
analogy to space right now,” Jah said. 

Greene said scientists were developing
technologies set to be operational in 18
months to track all debris so spacecraft
could move around them.  Another idea in
the works was Earth-based high-powered
lasers that could be fired into space to
“push the debris around a little bit”, with
the program 75 percent ready, he added.
An experimental Japanese mission to clear
space junk using an electro dynamic ‘teth-
er’ to slow down the orbiting rubbish and
bring it into a lower orbit ended in failure in
February. — AFP

Space junk could destroy 
satellites, hurt economies

PRAGUE: The Czech Republic yesterday
enforced a smoking ban in bars, restau-
rants and cafes, putting to an end to the
country’s status as one of the last havens
for tobacco smokers in Europe. The ban,
which applies to inside areas of bars and
restaurants as well as public places like
cinemas, theaters and sports venues, was
approved by Parliament following years of
heated debate and signed by President
Milos Zeman, a chain smoker.

Unlike most of Europe, Czechs had
remained tolerant of smoking up till now
and it was up to restaurant owners to
decide whether to allow it in their estab-
lishments. According to data from the
European Union, 17 member states have
comprehensive smoke-free laws in place.
But some, including Austria, Portugal,
Romania and Serbia, only have partial
bans on indoor smoking in restaurants
and bars. Others, like Greece, have official
bans but the rules are flouted even by
government ministers. After the Czech

ban, Slovakia appeared to be the only EU
country left with no official ban in place
inside bars.

The Czech Health Ministry said it esti-
mated 18,000 Czechs die of smoking
every year and another two thousand
non-smokers die due to exposure to sec-
ond-hand smoke. From Yesterday, which
is World No Tobacco Day, violating the
ban would incur a fine of up to 5,000
koruna ($190).

Most Czechs approve the ban, but a
group of lawmakers have challenged it at
the Constitutional Court. Jakub Storek,
owner of the Cafe Liberal in Prague a
popular hangout among local smokers
said he opposed the ban.”It’s hard to pre-
dict the impact at the moment,” he said.
“But I guess it would be different clients
coming here in the future.”Stepan
Ourecky said he would still come, but
may have a smoke outside the cafe.”Or
perhaps, I will smoke less,” the 18-year
old student said. — AP

Czech Republic enforces ban on
smoking after years of debate

KIEV: A 34-year-old woman tried to have a
baby for 15 years before she turned to a
pioneering doctor in Ukraine and a ground-
breaking but ethically disputed “three-par-
ent” procedure. She became the mother of
a healthy baby boy in January at a private
clinic in Kiev using a process called pronu-
clear transfer that inserts the couple’s genes
into a donor’s egg. The procedure had been
previously used to treat serious genetic dis-
eases. But Doctor Valeriy Zukin become the
first to use it to help two separate infertile
couples have children in this way.

“There are patients whom we cannot
help to have their own genetically-related
baby unless we use this method,” the 60-
year-old told AFP at his Nadiya clinic. Some
two million women across the globe use in
vitro fertilization (IVF) to get pregnant
every year. But Zukin’s treatment targets a
tiny percentage of women whose embryos
suffer from a disorder called embryo arrest
that can either stunt development or kill
them. The difference in the method Zukin
uses is that a woman’s egg is first fertilized
with her partner’s sperm. Then its nucleus

is transferred to a donor’s egg that has
been stripped of its own nucleus. The egg
is thus almost entirely made up of genetic
material from the couple plus a tiny
amount (about 0.15 percent) from the
female donor’s DNA.

Need for caution 
Not everyone however shares Zukin’s

enthusiasm. Ukraine’s conservative clerics
argue that the technique breaches ethical
norms.”A child can only have two parents
and the presence of a third person and
especially the DNA of a third person is
morally unacceptable,” Father Feodosiy of
the dominant Ukrainian Orthodox Church
told AFP”It violates the sanctity of the mar-
riage between woman and man.”

Other religions have also weighed in on
the issue with the Roman Catholic Church
opposing the move because it would
involve the destruction of human embryos
as part of the process. The Church of
England has said ethical concerns have not
been sufficiently addressed. Even some sci-
entists have reservations. — AFP

Doctor pioneers
‘3-parent’ babies


