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The musical "On Your Feet!" on the lives of Cuban-
American crossover sensations Gloria and Emilio Estefan
will close on Broadway after a respectable run of nearly

two years, the production said Tuesday. The musical, which
traces the lives of the husband-wife music team set to hits such
as "Conga" and "Rhythm Is Gonna Get You," will close August
20, the Marquis Theatre said. But "On Your Feet!" will quickly

have a new life in October, with both a previously announced
US tour starting in Miami, the Estefans' home, and an interna-
tional production to open in the Dutch city of Utrecht.

Gloria and Emilio Estefan, who were both born in Cuba,
became international stars with Miami Sound Machine as
the couple discovered a new audience by infusing pop
songs with Latin rhythms. The musical charts the profession-

al rise of the couple as well as off-stage drama, including
Gloria's mother's initial reluctance to accept Emilio, and a
1990 bus crash that seriously injured Gloria and raised fears
she would never perform again. "On Your Feet!", with actors
playing the Estefans, premiered in Chicago in June 2015
before opening on Broadway in November that year follow-
ing a month of previews. The nearly two-year run marks a

successful but not historic run on Broadway, where a num-
ber of major musicals show no sign of ever closing. After a
strong opening, "On Your Feet!" was at two-thirds capacity
during 2016 and slightly less so this year, according to the
Broadway League trade group. — AFP

This file photo shows singer Gloria Estefan (center) performing during New Year's Eve celebrations in Times Square in
New York. — AFP

This file photo shows US President Barack Obama presenting the Presidential Medal of Freedom to singer Gloria Estefan
as her husband Emilio Estafan (left), also a recipient, looks on at the White House in Washington, DC.

Estefan musical to leave Broadway

Country stars to 
honor Gregg Allman

at CMT Awards

Country's biggest stars will pay tribute to Southern rocker
Gregg Allman at the CMT Music Awards with perform-
ances from Jason Aldean, Charles Kelley of Lady

Antebellum, Darius Rucker and more. CMT President Brian
Philips said in a statement Wednesday that after Allman's
death Saturday, artists started reaching out to see how they
could honor Allman during the show, which will air June 7.
Philips said the Allman Brothers Band created the "bedrock
foundation of modern Southern music."

In addition, CMT announced that Little Big Town and
Kelsea Ballerini, who is a leading nominee, will both be per-
forming during the awards show. Previously announced per-
formers include Florida Georgia Line with The Chainsmokers,
Keith Urban with Carrie Underwood, Blake Shelton, Luke
Bryan and Miranda Lambert. — AP

In this April 13, 2013 file photo, Gregg Allman performs at
Eric Clapton's Crossroads Guitar Festival 2013 at Madison
Square Garden in New York. — AP

Singing great Olivia Newton-John
revealed Tuesday a return of breast can-
cer, 25 years after her first successful

battle made her an advocate for fighting the
disease. The British-born star said she was
obliged to postpone a tour of the United
States and Canada following her new diagno-
sis. The 68-year-old said she will undergo a
short course of radiation, as well as natural
therapies, upon the advice of specialists at a
cancer research center named after her in her
adopted home of Melbourne, Australia.

The singer "is confident she will be back
later in the year, better than ever, to celebrate
her shows," said a statement by her manage-
ment. Newton-John has been a chart-topper
since the 1970s with songs that stretch into
pop, folk and country but she became best-

known for starring in the 1978 musical come-
dy "Grease" alongside John Travolta.

Newton-John was first diagnosed with
breast cancer in 1992, forcing her to halt her
schedule. The experience had a major impact
on Newton-John who became an advocate
for research into cancer and for early detec-
tion. She has dedicated a series of albums
and concerts to cancer and other charities
and raised funds to build the health center in
Melbourne. Newton-John had earlier post-
poned the first half of a North American tour
complaining of back pain. After consulting
doctors, she learned that the pain was con-
nected with breast cancer which had spread
to the sacrum bone of her back. — AFP

Olivia Newton-John reveals
new cancer 25 years later

This file photo shows British-Australian singer Olivia Newton-John performing at the
58th Vina del Mar International Song Festival in Vina del Mar, Chile. — AFP

Bollywood star 
dresses down critics
over meet with PM

Bollywood superstar Priyanka Chopra hit back at critics
yesterday for trying to shame her over a dress she wore
during a meeting with Indian Prime Minister Narendra

Modi. The actress was accused of "disrespecting" the prime
minister by wearing a knee-length dress revealing her lower
legs during an audience with Modi in Berlin. Chopra was
attacked on social media by critics who found the outfit
unsuitable for the occasion, with many offended the 34-year-
old star had not chosen to wear Indian attire.

But the star of the hit American spy thriller "Quantico" was
unapologetic, hitting back with a photo showing her and her
mother wearing short dresses with the caption "legs for
days.... #itsthegenes". The former Miss World describes herself
as a "strong-willed feminist" who has campaigned to close the
gender pay gap in Bollywood and change attitudes towards
women in her home country. "For so many years women were
told to act a certain way, to dress a certain way, to think a cer-
tain way, even not to think at all," Chopra told AFP in an inter-
view last year.

"People misconstrue the word feminism. It is not hating
men, or making men small. It is just saying, 'We want our inde-
pendence to make our own choices the way men have done
for so long.'" Chopra has been landing bigger roles in
Hollywood since boosting her international profile through
"Quantico". The actress has been cast as a villain in the newly-
released "Baywatch" film. — AFP

Actress Keri Russell, best known for her
role as a ruthless KGB operative in the
long-running series "The Americans,"

was honored on Tuesday with a star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame. The 41-year-old
actress told AFP she was awestruck to receive
the 2,613th star on the famous sidewalk
alongside other celebrities such as Judy
Garland or Marlon Brando. "It's such an
incredible, iconic moment," she said. A native
of California, Russell first garnered attention
for her title role in the hit television series
"Felicity," for which she won a Golden Globe
Award in 1999.

She was again nominated last year-but did
not win-for her role in FX's critically-
acclaimed "The Americans," which is set in the
1980s and follows a husband and wife team
of undercover Soviet operatives in the United
States. The spy thriller, which wrapped its fifth
season on Tuesday, has drawn parallels with
the current frosty relations between the US
and Russia, especially following allegations

that Moscow tampered with last year's presi-
dential elections won by Donald Trump.

"It is very much in our world right now,"
Russell acknowledged. "Luckily our show is a
period piece set in the 80s and the Cold War...
the news now will not change the way the
80s ended. "But it is interesting and fun it's all
back in the news again," she added. "It's so
relatable." "Felicity" creator J.J. Abrams lauded
Russell's talent during the ceremony, describ-
ing her as someone who shied away from the
limelight and one of the "sweetest" people he
knows. "What she does so beautifully is
become other people. And she does it in a
way that most actors would only dream of
being able to do," Abrams said. Russell's co-
star on "The Americans" and real-life love,
Matthew Rhys, also attended the ceremony.
The couple welcomed their first child togeth-
er last May. Russell also has two children with
ex-husband Shane Deary. — AFP

Keri Russell gets star on
Hollywood Walk of Fame

Actress Keri Russell poses on her star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame at the star unveil-
ing ceremony. — AFP photos

In this  photograph Indian B olly wood ac tress
Priyanka Chopra poses during a promotional event
in Mumbai. — AFP

The Memorial Day weekend box office was as creaky as an
old pirate ship, with the lowest total industry grosses
since 1999. Disney's "Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men

Tell No Tales" topped the charts with $78.5 million for the holi-
day weekend, making it the second-lowest debut for the five-
film franchise. Paramount's big screen take on "Baywatch,"
meanwhile, capsized with only $23.1 million across the four
day weekend. The poorly reviewed Dwayne Johnson-starrer
carried a hefty production price tag of nearly $70 million.

"Baywatch" couldn't even beat "Guardians of the Galaxy
Vol. 2," which took second place in its fourth week in theaters
with $27.2 million. Rounding out the top five were "Alien:
Covenant," with $13.4 million and "Everything, Everything"
with $7.7 million. The top 20 movies at US and Canadian the-
aters Friday through Monday, followed by distribution studio,
gross, number of theater locations, average receipts per loca-
tion, total gross and number of weeks in release, as compiled
Tuesday by comScore:
1. "Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales," Disney,

$78,476,767, 4,276 locations, 
$18,353 average, $78,476,767, 1 week.
2. "Guardians Of The Galaxy Vol. 2," Disney, $27,189,151,

3,871 locations, $7,024 average, $340,505,078, 4 weeks.
3. "Baywatch," Paramount, $23,106,943, 3,647 locations,

$6,336 average, $27,713,457, 1 week.
4. "Alien: Covenant," 20th Century Fox, $13,383,150, 3,772

locations, $3,548 average, $60,205,331, 2 weeks.
5. "Everything, Everything," Warner Bros., $7,666,282, 2,801

locations, $2,737 average, $23,022,395, 2 weeks.
6. "Diary Of A Wimpy Kid: The Long Haul," 20th Century Fox,

$6,121,371, 3,174 locations, $1,929 average, $15,303,332, 2
weeks.

7. "Snatched," 20th Century Fox, $5,085,158, 2,658 locations,
$1,913 average, $41,364,783, 3 weeks.

8. "King Arthur: Legend Of The Sword," Warner Bros.,
$4,302,088, 2,503 locations, $1,719 average, $34,957,290, 3
weeks.

9. "The Boss Baby," 20th Century Fox, $2,460,939, 1,342 loca-
tions, $1,834 average, $169,718,129, 9 weeks.

10. "Beauty And The Beast," Disney, $2,013,748, 1,076 loca-
tions, $1,872 average, $501,014,183, 11 weeks.

11. "The Fate Of The Furious," Universal, $1,891,515, 1,358
locations, $1,393 average, $222,942,385, 7 weeks.

12. "How To Be A Latin Lover," Lionsgate, $1,307,097, 669 loca-
tions, $1,954 average, $31,217,677, 5 weeks.

13. "The Lovers," A24, $842,001, 443 locations, $1,901 average,
$1,489,460, 4 weeks.

14. "Lowriders," OTL Releasing, $790,630, 334 locations, $2,367
average, $5,378,765, 3 weeks.

15. "Norman: The Moderate Rise And The Tragic Fall Of A New
York Fixer," Sony Pictures Classics, $643,875, 324 locations,
$1,987 average, $3,150,101, 7 weeks.

16. "Paris Can Wait," Sony Pictures Classics, $560,574, 70 loca-
tions, $8,008 average, $964,517, 3 weeks.

17. "Gifted," Fox Searchlight, $517,599, 380 locations, $1,362
average, $23,761,037, 8 weeks.

18. "The Wedding Plan," Roadside Attractions, $411,773, 98
locations, $4,202 average, $696,271, 3 weeks.

19. "Sachin: A Billion Dreams," Viva Entertainment, $411,643,
100 locations, $4,116 average, $411,643, 1 week.

20. "Smurfs: The Lost Village," Sony, $379,387, 362 locations,
$1,048 average, $43,711,826, 8 weeks. — AP

Box Office Top 20: 'Pirates 5' leads slow holiday weekend


