
YANGON: Debris has been found in the sea
near where a Myanmar military plane went
missing with more than 100 soldiers and
their families on board yesterday, a local
official and air force source said. Navy ships
and aircraft had been searching since the
afternoon when the plane lost contact with
air traffic controllers. Most of those on
board were thought to be women and chil-
dren who were travelling from the southern
city of Myeik to Yangon. 

“Now they have found pieces of the
damaged plane in the sea 136 miles away
from Dawei city,” said Naing Lin Zaw, a
tourism official in Myeik, citing the military
and adding that they were still searching
the sea. An air force source confirmed to
AFP that a navy search and rescue ship had
found debris in the sea an hour’s flight
south of Yangon, Myanmar’s commercial
capital. The commander in chief’s office said
the plane lost contact at about 1:35 pm off
Myanmar’s southern coast.

A spokesman from the military’s infor-
mation team said two-thirds of passengers
on board were women and children. “Some
were on their way for medical checkups and
to attend school,” the colonel in Naypyidaw
said, refusing to confirm what rescuers had
found and adding the search was ongoing. 

There was conflicting information about
the number of people on board. Giving an
updated figure, the commander in chief’s
office said 106 passengers were on board-
soldiers and family members-along with 14
crew. Several navy ships and air force planes
were sent to search for the aircraft, which
was flying at an altitude of more than
18,000 feet. It is monsoon season in
Myanmar but there were no reports of bad
weather at the time the plane went missing.

The plane was a Y-8F-200 four-engine
turboprop, a Chinese-made model still
commonly used by Myanmar’s military
for transporting cargo. The former mili-
tary junta bought many of the aircraft
from Myanmar’s giant neighbor during
their 50 years of isolated rule, when they
were squeezed by Western sanctions. A
former executive at the aviation ministry
said many of the aircraft in Myanmar’s
fleet were old and decrepit. “Myanmar air
force has (a) very bad safety perform-
ance,” he said, asking to remain nameless. 

However the army said the missing
plane was delivered in March last year
and had logged 809 f ly ing hours.
Soldiers guarding the military base at
Yangon airport refused to speak to AFP
journalists. — AFP
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By Reham El-Sayed

Kids and Ramadan

Design Thinking is a human-centered process
for solving big problems such as dealing with
education, hunger, or providing shelter to the

poor. The first step of Design Thinking is ‘Empathy’.
Empathy is not the same as sympathy, which is feel-
ing sorry for others. Empathy means feeling what
someone else feels. In practical terms, to build empa-
thy we must learn to be great observers and to ask
the right questions with the aim of defining prob-
lems and “ideating” finding solutions, testing them,
then making changes to better serve the “user”. 

Ramadan is a great time to teach our children
about empathy; fasting from dawn to sunset, feeling
hunger, true hunger helps as a reminder of those
who are less fortunate and to spiritualize our fight
against hunger and poverty. The core of fasting
according to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is not
merely to give up self indulgence but also to feel the
need of one’s brother as your own, to gain sincerity
and God-consciousness that translates to action. 

“The believer is not the one who eats his fill when
the neighbor beside him is hungry” (Al-Bayhaqi). The
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was the most generous
of men at all times, but his generosity reached its
peak in Ramadan( Al-Bukhari). So how can we make
our children more empathetic and compassionate,
towards current world and local problems, with the
aim of contributing to solving them one day?

(1) Choose a problem and talk to them about it.
For example, the hunger problem in Yemen. Lack of
education, poverty etc. 

(2) Encourage them to ask questions and search
for answers either through personally observing the
problem, such as visiting a needy person, going to a
disability center, searching online, or interviewing
people who may have more information, such as a
friend. Of course, it is recommended that if your chil-
dren are online, you should stay close in case of dis-
turbing or violent images.

(3) Brainstorm solutions, write each on a post it
note and stick it on an empty wall.

Continued on Page 13

DUBAI: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah arrived in Dubai yesterday on a
brotherly visit. Upon arrival, His Highness the Amir was received by the UAE’s Vice President and Prime
Minister and Ruler of Dubai Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai and
Minister of Finance Sheikh Hamdan Bin Rashid Al Maktoum and other top officials. — KUNA

DUBAI: A senior Emirati official insisted yesterday that
Gulf Arab states were not seeking regime change in
Doha, as tensions built in a bitter feud between Qatar
and its neighbors. Speaking to AFP in Dubai, the
United Arab Emirates’ state minister for foreign affairs
Anwar Gargash accused Qatar of being “the main
champion of extremism and terrorism in the region”.
But he also said measures taken against Qatar this
week by Saudi Arabia, the UAE and other Arab nations
were not aimed at seeking new leadership in Doha.

“This is not about regime change-this is about
change of policy, change of approach,” Gargash said.
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the UAE and Bahrain announced

on Monday they were cutting diplomatic ties and clos-
ing air, sea and land links with Qatar, giving Qataris
within their borders two weeks to leave. The four coun-
tries have suspended all flights to and from Qatar,
pulled their ambassadors from Doha and ordered
Qatari diplomats to leave. 

Riyadh and its allies accuse Qatar of supporting
extremist groups and of serving the interests of
regional arch-rival Iran, claims Doha has strongly
rejected. The dispute has sparked the worst diplomatic
crisis in the Arab world in years and raised fears it will
cause further instability in an already-volatile region. 

Continued on Page 13

Gulf rivals not seeking 

Qatar ‘regime change’
Amir shuttles from UAE to Qatar to resolve rift

TEHRAN: Gunmen and suicide bombers stormed Iran’s
parliament and the shrine of its revolutionary leader yes-
terday, killing 12 people in the first attacks in the country
claimed by the Islamic State group.  Dozens were injured
in the attacks, which targeted two of Iran’s most potent
symbols: its parliament complex in central Tehran and
the mausoleum of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini who led
the 1979 Islamic revolution. 

The standoff lasted around five hours before all the
gunmen holed up in parliamentary office buildings were
killed. IS released a video of the attackers from inside the
building via its Amaq propaganda agency-a rare claim of
responsibility while an attack was still going on. The
Sunni jihadists of IS consider Shiite Iran to be apostates,
and Tehran is deeply involved in fighting the group in
both Syria and Iraq.  The assaults began mid-morning
when four gunmen burst into the parliament complex in
the centre of Tehran, killing a security guard and one
other person, according to the ISNA news agency.

An interior ministry official said they were dressed as
women and entered through the visitors’ entrance. One
eventually exploded a suicide vest while the others were
killed by security forces. At roughly the same time, two
assailants entered the grounds of the Khomeini mau-
soleum, killing a gardener and wounding several other
people. One detonated a suicide vest, while the other
was shot dead.  It was not clear whether the shrine
attackers were women, as earlier reported, or just wear-
ing female clothing. Iran’s emergency services said a
total of 12 people were killed in the two attacks and 43
wounded.

Continued on Page 13

TEHRAN: Iranian policemen evacuate a child from the
parliament building in Tehran yesterday during an
attack on the complex. — AFP 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouk Al-
Ghanem said yesterday the Assembly term will wind
up today after debating the state budget and several
other issues. He said that the Amiri decree to close the
Assembly term has been signed and that lawmakers
will be hosted at dinner by HH the Amir. Ghanem’s
statements came after the National Assembly failed to
hold yesterday’s session due to a lack of quorum amid

accusations by opposition MP Waleed Al-Tabtabai that
the issue was deliberate to prevent debating a motion
to reduce the price of petrol.

Tabtabai said that he and a number of lawmakers
reject ending the Assembly term today before debat-
ing two motions calling to reduce the price of petrol by
scrapping the latest hike and another calling to scrap
interest on loans to pensioners from the social security
agency. 
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Military plane with 120 aboard goes missing

SITTWE: Photo shows a Myanmar Air Force Shaanxi Y-8 transport aircraft being
unloaded at Sittwe airport in Rakhine state. The plane is similar to the aircraft car-
rying over 100 people that went missing between the southern city of Myeik and
Yangon yesterday. —AFP

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump
tapped respected lawyer Christopher Wray
to be his new FBI director yesterday, on the
eve of potentially explosive testimony on
alleged Russian election interference by
the agency’s ousted Chief James Comey.
The former federal prosecutor was nomi-
nated to fill the post left vacant one month
ago by Comey, who is set to be grilled by
lawmakers Thursday over allegations the
president sought to interfere with the FBI’s
Russia probe before sacking him.  

“I will be nominating Christopher A
Wray, a man of impeccable credentials, to
be the new Director of the FBI. Details to
follow,” Trump tweeted. Wray served as
assistant attorney general in charge of the
Justice Department’s criminal division
under president George W Bush, from 2003
to 2005, working closely with the FBI. He
will have limited power to influence the
agency’s Russia investigation, which was
placed in the hands of an independent
prosecutor-former FBI director Robert
Mueller-following Comey’s dismissal.

Trump’s announcement was timed a
day ahead of Comey’s highly-anticipated
testimony to the Senate Intelligence
Committee on the investigation into
Russian interference in the 2016 US elec-
tions and possible collusion with Trump’s
campaign. Comey is expected to dispute
Trump’s claim that the then-FBI chief told
him multiple times that he was not under
investigation, CNN reported, citing sources
familiar with Comey’s thinking. But Comey
will also be pressed over reports, citing pri-
vate notes he wrote, that in three meetings
and phone calls in January and February,
Trump urged him to halt or ease up on the
Russia probe’s focus on his former national
security advisor Michael Flynn.

In addition, media reports say he pres-
sured several top officials, including
Director of National Intelligence Dan Coats,
to intervene in the investigation on Flynn’s
behalf. Coats is one of three officials com-

ing under the spotlight in hearings taking
place yesterday, along with National
Security Agency head Mike Rogers and
interim FBI Director Andrew McCabe. In a
statement late Tuesday, a spokesman for
Coats said he “has never felt pressured by
the president or anyone else in the admin-
istration to influence any intelligence mat-
ters or ongoing investigations.”

No definitive evidence of collusion
between Trump’s campaign and Russia has
yet come to light, and there have not been
any formal accusations that Trump sought
to obstruct the investigation. But the alle-
gations have drawn comparison to the
1970s Watergate scandal, in which presi-
dent Richard Nixon, facing possible
impeachment over obstruction of justice
charges, was forced to resign.  If his nomi-
nation is approved by the Senate, Wray will
take hold of an agency generally dismayed
at Trump’s treatment of Comey and con-
cerned about the possible politicization of
the Russia investigation.

The FBI Agents Association had urged
Trump to nominate someone who has
worked in their ranks.  Wray will also be
partnered with Attorney General Jeff 
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