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Kuwait is leading efforts to find a medi-
ated solution. Its Amir HH Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah held talks with Saudi King
Salman on Tuesday but there were no
immediate signs of progress.

Dangerous ‘Trumpification’    
Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Amir HH Sheikh

Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah met Emirati offi-
cials in Dubai yesterday, a day after holding
talks in Saudi Arabia aimed at resolving a
diplomatic crisis with Qatar. The Amir held
talks with Dubai’s ruler Sheikh Mohammed
Bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, who is also vice
president and prime minister of the United
Arab Emirates, and Abu Dhabi’s Crown
Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan, according to Emirati state news
agency WAM.

UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah
Bin Zayed Al-Nahyan and other senior offi-
cials attended the talks, WAM said, without
elaborating on the discussions.  Kuwait’s
official KUNA news agency said earlier that
the Amir was going to Dubai for a “brotherly
visit”. Sheikh Sabah is expected to travel to
Qatar after his UAE trip for talks with his
counterpart in the Gulf emirate, according
to reports. 

The Kuwaiti ruler played a pivotal role in
mediating a compromise in a 2014 diplo-
matic dispute between Saudi Arabia, Qatar
and other Gulf states. The United States,
France and Russia have called for dialogue
while Turkey has defended Qatar and said
it would further “develop” ties with Doha.
US President Donald Trump waded into
the dispute on Tuesday, but seemed to
only muddy the waters. After first appear-
ing to back the Saudi-led measures against
Qatar on Twitter, he shifted gears and
called for unity among Gulf Arab states.

Trump’s Tuesday tweet-in which he
said “all reference was pointing to Qatar”
as a financer of extremism-was especially
surprising given Qatar’s role as host of
the largest US airbase in the Middle East.
Al-Udeid, located in the Qatari desert, is
home to some 10,000 US troops and is a
crucial hub in the fight against Islamic
State group extremists in Syria and Iraq.
German Foreign Minister Sigmar Gabriel
accused the US president of fanning con-
flict in the Middle East and risking a “new
spiral in arms sales” with his remarks.
“Such a ‘Trumpification’ of relations in a
region already susceptible to crises is par-
ticularly dangerous,” Gabriel said in an

interview scheduled to appear yesterday. 
Qatar has said it is open to talks to end

the crisis but has also accused its neigh-
bors of impinging on its sovereignty. Ali
bin Smaikh Al-Marri, chairman of Qatar’s
national human rights committee, late on
Tuesday accused Saudi Arabia and its
allies of violating the rights of Qatari citi-
zens with orders for them to leave Gulf
countries. “We have moved from severing
diplomatic relations to a comprehensive
blockade of international conventions
and human rights conventions,” Marri told
a press conference on Tuesday evening.

UAE warns Qatar sympathizers   
The UAE meanwhile warned that any-

one showing sympathy with Qatar could
face jail time or fines. The UAE attorney
general said yesterday that “any participa-
tion in conversation or social media or any
other means that demonstrates sympathy
to Qatar... may face a prison sentence of
three to 15 years and a fine of no less than
500,000 dirhams ($136,000).” The meas-
ures taken against Qatar have seen
dozens of flights cancelled and huge
problems for Qatar Airways, which has
been banned from the airspace of Saudi
Arabia and other countries.

The severing of land and maritime links
have also sparked fears of food shortages
in Qatar, which relies heavily on imports.
The head of Qatar’s business chamber
sought to allay those concerns on yester-
day, saying the country had enough food
and other consumer goods to last a year.
“There will be no shortage of food items
and other materials,” Sheikh Khalifa bin
Jassim bin Mohammed Al-Thani said.
Qatar has an independent streak that has
often angered its neighbors, attracting
criticism for hosting the leaders of the
Muslim Brotherhood and Hamas, and sup-
porting Islamist rebels in Syria.

Saudi Arabia and its Gulf allies may
have felt emboldened to move against
Qatar by Trump’s visit last month to
Riyadh, which saw the president clearly
align US interests with the kingdom and
lash out at Iran. Riyadh has itself faced
accusations of tolerating or even sup-
porting extremists, in particular after the
September 11, 2001 attacks in the United
States. Of the 19 hijackers of planes used
in the attacks,  15 came from Saudi
Arabia, also the birthplace of Al-Qaeda
founder and attack mastermind Osama
bin Laden. — Agencies  

Gulf rivals not seeking Qatar...
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You will be surprised at the novelty your
children’s ideas. Here are some ideas for you:
Create a charity jar, make posters, help to cre-
ate awareness among friends and family, col-
lect money for a cause, hold a bake-sale, be
grateful for food and finish the food on their
plate, write a letter to a friend, pray for them in
daily prayers and before breaking the fast,

share food with the poor and needy. During
the month pick one idea from your wall and
follow through. Give from your time, money
and effort for the sake of your Lord.

If you are a non-Muslim, try to fast with
your kids for a day or part of a day, and discuss
how you feel.  The TIES Center has regular
events to help you integrate into the culture,
such as the Ramadan Challenge where partici-
pants fast for a full day in order to have fun,

gain knowledge, or have a new spiritual expe-
rience. 

Courtesy of the TIES Center, whose mission is
to empower Kuwait’s expats through social and
educational services that promote a positive and
productive role in society, and to facilitate opportu-
nities for intra- and interfaith interactions that pro-
mote social solidarity. For more information, please
call 25231015/6 or e-mail: info@tiescenter.net. 

Kids and Ramadan
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I ran’s leaders sought to play down the
attacks, with neither President Hassan Rouhani
nor supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
making a statement by early evening. Parliament
was in session as the violence unfolded and
members were keen to show they were unde-
terred, posting selfies showing themselves as
calm and continuing with regular business.
Meanwhile, gunshots continued in the neigh-
boring office buildings, with police helping staff
to escape from windows and snipers taking
position from rooftops. 

Speaker Ali Larijani dismissed the attacks, say-
ing they were a “trivial matter” and that security
forces were dealing with them. The intelligence
ministry said there had been a third “terrorist”
team that was neutralized before the attacks
started. Tehran was on lockdown, with streets

blocked and parts of the metro closed.
Journalists and onlookers were kept away from
the sites by police. Interior Minister Abdolrahman
Fazli told ISNA he had convened a special meet-
ing of the country’s Security Council. 

Messages of support were sent by Russian
President Vladimir Putin and from the Syrian for-
eign ministry. The three countries are close allies
in the fight against rebels and jihadist groups in
Syria. Iran has also been helping to battle IS in
Iraq, which also sent its condolences. This has
made Iran, the predominant Shiite power, a pri-
ority target for IS, which published a rare video in
Persian in March warning that it “will conquer
Iran and restore it to the Sunni Muslim nation as
it was before.” 

Jihadist groups have clashed frequently with
Iranian security forces along the borders with Iraq
and Afghanistan, but the country has largely
escaped attacks within its urban centers. The

intelligence ministry said in June 2016 that it had
foiled an IS plot to carry out multiple bomb
attacks in Tehran and around the country. IS is
under increasing pressure, having lost significant
territory in the face of offensives now targeting its
last two major urban bastions, Raqa in Syria and
Mosul in Iraq.

Militant groups are also known to operate in
Iran’s southeastern Sistan-Baluchistan province,
which borders Pakistan and has a large Sunni
community. Jaish-ul Adl (Army of Justice), which
Tehran accuses of links with Al-Qaeda, has car-
ried out several armed attacks on Iranian soil in
recent years. Khamenei said on Sunday that
attacks by IS in Europe and elsewhere showed
that Western policies in the Middle East have
backfired. “This is a fire that (Western powers)
themselves ignited and now has backfired on
them,” he told a gathering of senior officials in
Tehran. — AFP 

Gunmen, suicide bombers storm Iran’s parliament 
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He said that it will be disappointing if the
National Assembly ends its term without dis-
cussing those important issues. The lawmaker
charged that the government and some MPs
have collaborated to prevent holding yester-

day’s session to prevent debating important
popular issues. He charged that some people
want the national assembly to become a vehi-
cle for approving the budgets only as they
don’t want to debate important issues.
Tabtabai said that so far seven MPs will
oppose closing the assembly term today. He
demanded that the lost session be compen-

sated and the closing session be moved to
next week.

The lawmaker threatened to grill the Prime
Minister after the three-month summer recess
if he does not deal with issues like the
Eurofighter warplanes deal, the petrol and
electricity price hikes and operating Sheikh
Jaber hospital and the new university.

Tabtabai fumes as NA winds up
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Sessions in carrying out Trump’s call for a
crackdown on violent crime and immigration,
and taking a hard line against people who leak
classified information. On Monday the Justice
Department announced the arrest of 25-year-old
intelligence contractor Reality Winner on charges
she violated the espionage act by leaking a top
secret report from the National Security Agency

on Russian election meddling.
Since leaving the Justice Department, Wray

has worked on mostly white collar civil and crimi-
nal cases as a partner at King & Spalding law firm
in Washington and Atlanta. He most notably rep-
resented New Jersey Governor and Trump ally
Chris Christie in the 2013 scandal over the closure
of a key bridge to hurt Christie’s political rivals. 

At King & Spalding, the Yale Law School gradu-
ate chairs a unit representing entities and individ-

uals in white collar criminal and regulatory
enforcement issues, civil litigation and internal
corporate investigations, according to the law
firm’s website. At the Justice Department, he
helped handle corporate fraud scandals, served
on Bush’s Corporate Fraud Task Force and over-
saw major fraud investigations including that of
energy giant Enron. He also helped coordinate
the agency’s response to the September 11, 2001
attacks. —  AFP 

Trump taps Wray for FBI


