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OVAL: India’s captain Virat Kohli, left, and batsman Shikhar Dhawan attend a
training session at the Oval cricket ground in London, yesterday. India are
due to play Sri Lanka in an ICC Trophy cricket match at the Oval today. —AP

LONDON:  Virat Kohli has urged India
to produce a repeat of their Pakistan
demolition when they face Sri Lanka in
the Champions Trophy today.

Kohli’s side made a memorable start
to the tournament as the defending
champions crushed arch rivals Pakistan
by 124 runs in Birmingham on Sunday.
After India piled up 319 for three in 48
overs,  they turned the screw on
Pakistan, dismissing them for 164 as
they failed to chase down a rain-
reduced target of 289.

I t  was the per fect response to
reports of a rift between India captain
Kohli  and the team’s coach Anil
Kumble. Kohli knows momentum can
change quickly in one-day competi-
tions, especially against a desperate Sri
Lanka team looking to bounce back
from defeat to South Africa in their
opener. But Kohli hopes the confidence
boost from beating Pakistan will help
India secure another victory in their
second Group B match.  “Every game in
this tournament is big, but we have a
side with a few youngsters coming in
and gradually getting towards
strengthening their careers for India,”
he said.

“So I think from that, from the team’s
point of view, it’s a massive win for us. 

“Just the way we played and the
confidence we showed throughout the
game was something that was very
pleasing to see as a captain.  “Even
though we lost the toss, guys were rar-
ing and ready to go, willing to take up
the pressure.

“That gave all of us the confidence
to start striking the ball well, but initial-
ly the openers gave us a good start as
well.  “As I said, it’s a clinical perform-
ance from us, from the team’s point of
view, yes, it is indeed a very big win.”

DEFLATED 
Kohli, with 81 not out off 68 balls,

and Yuvraj Singh, named man-of-the-
match for a rapid 53, both battered
the Pakistan attack after Rohit Sharma
and Shikhar Dhawan laid the platform
for a big total with an opening stand
of 136.  

A repeat of  that batt ing bl itz
against Sri Lanka at The Oval would
put India on course for the semi-finals
and Kohli expect Yuvraj to lead the
charge again.

“After I got to 50, I wasn’t able to
freely play. And Yuvraj came in and
just took all the pressure off me,” he
said. “The way he batted was the way
only he can strike the ball.  “I think that
really deflated the opposition. His
innings was a difference in the game.”

Beaten by 96 runs by South Africa,
there is no margin for error for Sri
Lanka as they try to avoid elimination.

Adding insult to injury, Sri Lanka
were later found guilty of a slow over-
rate offence by the ICC, with their
stand-in captain Upul Tharanga
banned for their next two matches,
and players fined.

Angelo Mathews is set to resume
captaincy duties after returning to fit-
ness from the calf muscle injury that
ruled him out of  the South Africa
match.  “The whole team is responsi-
ble. Whoever the captain is, we have
to back him and try to support him in
the field,” Mathews said.  “The captain
has to do so many other things and
stuff to work on. We have addressed in
the past as well, but it cropped up
again.  “It’s so unfortunate to see Upul
going out as he is a crucial player in
our set up. “He batted well against
South Africa and it’s so disappointing.
This cannot happen again.” —AFP

Kohli urges India to 
build on Pakistan rout

HAMILTON:  Emirates Team New Zealand
capsized spectacularly to cap a chaotic day
of America’s Cup racing on the wind-
whipped waters of Bermuda’s Great Sound
on Tuesday. All crew members were report-
ed safe as the race against Ben Ainslie’s
Land Rover BAR was black-flagged and sup-
port crews rushed to the aid of the crippled
Kiwi catamaran.

The New Zealand boat rose on its hydro-
foils rapidly just before the start and lost
control, its bows plunging into the water
before the boat flipped sideways, its mas-
sive fixed wing sail in the water.

Three of the crew remained in their
cockpits in one hull suspended high above
the water, while the other three went over-
board. “I was very thankful when I was sit-
ting up top to be able to look out back and
see all their heads above water,” said New

Zealand helmsman Peter Berling, one of
those left on board.

“We’ve all got a few bruises and cuts and
bits and pieces, but nothing major.” Burling
said the team were still assessing the dam-
age-and the precise cause of the mishap.
Ainslie, who had crossed the start line in
front, immediately slowed and instructed
the support boat following him to return to
render assistance.

“I didn’t actually see the capsize itself,”
Ainslie said. “Thank God it sounds like
everyone’s OK, that’s the most important
thing.” High winds and intermittent lashing
rain made for what four-time Olympic gold
medallist Ainslie called “an incredible day of
racing.”

“I don’t think in 30 years of sailing I’ve
ever experienced anything quite like that,”
Ainslie said of racing the temperatmental

AC catamarans in winds averaging upwards
of 21 knots (38.89 Km/h) with gusts even
higher.

The New Zealand capsize handed the
British outfit their first point of the first-to-
five semi-final series, which New Zealand
led 3-1 at the end of the day.

SoftBank Team Japan beat Artemis
Racing of Sweden twice to take a 3-1 lead
in their series.

But all four teams were challenged by
the conditions, with gusting winds caus-
ing at least some degree of damage to
every boat.

‘ALL SAILORS SAFE’ 
New Zealand, trying to book a return to

the America’s Cup Match after a heart-
breaking loss to Oracle Team USA in San
Francisco four years ago, had looked solid

in building a 2-0 lead over the Brits with
two wins on Monday.

But disaster struck even before racing
began on Tuesday when they found them-
selves in a frantic bid to replace their dam-
aged fixed wing sail in time to make the
start of their first race.

Burling said the damage was to the bot-
tom flap, but declined to go into specifics
lest he give away design secrets.

They sailed with composure, overtaking
BAR mid-race and hanging on to take their
series lead to 3-0.

Japan took a 2-1 lead over Sweden
when the struggling Artemis retired from
their first race of the day.

“She’s still upright, so that’s a good start,”
SoftBank helmsman Dean Barker said after
both boats took a beating.

Controversy erupted in the second race

between the two, with Artemis tactician
Iain Percy infuriated by penalties meted out
after they sailed full-tilt beyond the course
boundary. However, that drama paled in
comparison to the frightening capsize in
the final race.

“All sailors accounted for and safe after
Emirates TeamNZ capsize,” the team tweet-
ed. “Boat is making its way back to dock to
assess damage.”

High winds are again forecast for
Wednesday, and if they top the 24 knot
(44.45 Km/h) limit allowed for racing New
Zealand could get an extra day to make
repairs.

“As a group of New Zealanders, we are real-
ly resilient,” Burling said.  Although it remained
to be seen just how extensive the damage
was, he said, “we feel like we’ll be able to repair
it and get back into action.” —AFP

Crew safe after Kiwis capsize in America’s Cup challenger race

CARDIFF:  England captain Eoin
Morgan praised his “outstanding”
bowling attack after the tournament
hosts booked their place in the semi-
finals of the Champions Trophy with
an 87-run win over New Zealand in
Cardiff.

Tuesday’s success means England
will return to the Welsh capital as
Group A winners for a last four clash
against the as yet unknown Group B
runners-up on June 14, in an event
featuring the world’s leading eight
one-day international teams.

England looked to have fallen
short of a par score despite making
310 all out after Joe Root (64), Alex
Hales (56) and Ben Stokes (48) were
all dismissed when well set before
Jos Buttler’s unbeaten 61 boosted
the total.

But fast bowler Mark Wood took
the key wicket of New Zealand cap-
tain Kane Williamson (87) in the 31st
over. Williamson’s exit sparked a col-
lapse that saw New Zealand lose
their last eight wickets for 65 runs on
the way to a total of 223 all out.

Liam Plunkett took four for 55,
with his fellow paceman Jake Ball
named man-of-the-match after strik-
ing early to dismiss Luke Ronchi for a
duck on his way to fine figures of two
for 31 in eight overs.

Meanwhile, leg-spinner Adil
Rashid justified his recall in place of
injured all-rounder Chris Woakes with
a 10-over return of two for 47.

‘AVERAGE BATTING’ 
Morgan feared England didn’t

have enough runs to play with after

being sent into bat by Williamson.
“I thought we were probably 10 or

15 below par-given that 320 is proba-
bly a par score regardless of the
game we’re playing in these days,”
said Morgan after England had still
passed 300 in half of their 46 ODIs
since a humiliating first-round exit at
the 2015 World Cup. 

Wood produced a superb delivery
that Williamson, seemingly on course
for a second successive century after
his hundred in the Blackcaps’ rain-
ruined no result opener against
Australia, could only glove to diving
wicket-keeper Buttler.   

“Guys like him (Wood) are so valu-
able to the team-and you can’t leave
any of our bowlers out,” Morgan
insisted.

“I thought they did an outstand-
ing job. They were truly the highlight
of the day. “Our batting performance
was probably par or below par-so
pretty average.”

‘UNIQUE’ WOOD 
Williamson, reflecting on the

delivery from Wood that ended the
innings said the Durham quick, fit fol-
lowing a persistent ankle injury, was
a tough man to face.

“He’s a very good bowler, unique
in the fact that he bowls at such
good pace off maybe a five to 10-
metre run-up-which you don’t see
too much around the world,” said
Williamson. 

“He’s performed very, very well for
England over a period of time-espe-
cially coming back after injury... so
certainly he is a strength of their
bowling attack.”

Defeat was made worse for
Williamson when the International
Cricket Council fined him 40 percent
and his players 20 percent of their
match fees for a slow over-rate dur-
ing England’s innings.

Morgan, meanwhile, knows his
side will top the group regardless of
the result of their final pool fixture
against Australia, on Saturday, where
a win over their Ashes rivals for the
second time in successive
Champions Trophy editions at
Edgbaston would likely eliminate
their oldest foes. 

For all that they were already into
the last four, Morgan promised no
let-up against World Cup champions
Australia as England, in marked con-
trast, seek their first major 50-over
title.

“I think if we’re truly going to be
contenders for this tournament, we
need to beat the best teams-and
Australia are one of the best teams,”
he said.

“They always are going into a
white-ball tournament. They seem to
produce limited-overs cricketers at
will,” the former Ireland international
added.

“So to go into a game like that
with no other attitude than winning
is very important to us.” —AFP

Morgan lauds ‘outstanding’ 
attack, England in semis

CARDIFF: New Zealand’s Ross Taylor (R) plays a shot as England’s Joe Root (L) and England’s Jos
Buttler look on during the ICC Champions Trophy match between England and New Zealand at
Sophia Gardens cricket ground in Cardiff, south Wales on Tuesday. England, sent in to bat in
overcast conditions, made a total of 310 all out. —AFP

LONDON:  Angelo Mathews insists there is no pressure
on Sri Lanka in their crucial Champions Trophy clash
against India today because the defending champions
are expected to thrash his underdogs.

Mathews’ side must beat India at The Oval to keep
alive their hopes of reaching the semi-finals, but the
odds are against a Sri Lanka team hit by injury and sus-
pension.

Sri Lanka looked like tournament also rans when
they lost to South Africa by 96 runs in their Group B
opener last weekend.

Already in the midst of a rebuilding project follow-
ing the retirement of several stars, Sri Lanka will be
without Upul Tharanga, banned for his team’s slow
over rate, against India, while batsman Chamara
Kapugedera may miss out due to injury.

Mathews knows India, who thrashed Pakistan in
their first group match, are firm favourites to maintain
their 100 percent record.

But the Sri Lanka captain hopes being written off
will allow his team to play with enough freedom to
spring a surprise.

“People will want India to come in and thrash us,
and it’s just all the pressure is off us,” Mathews told a
press conference at The Oval yesterday.

“We are happy to walk in as the underdogs. I mean,
no one really expects us to win the championship.
Which takes a lot of pressure out of the guys.

“We just have to go out there, just express our-
selves and be aggressive. “That is our brand of cricket,
being aggressive and positive.” Tharanga’s absence is a
blow for Sri Lanka and Mathews, who missed the
South Africa match due to a calf injury, pulled no
punches as he slammed the stand-in skipper and his
team-mates for failing to keep up with the required
over rate.

PATHETIC 
“The over rate was an issue. It was pathetic. I call it

pathetic because of the whole team, and the captain
was warned several times, and there’s no excuse at all
but to take responsibility for that because nobody else
can take responsibility on it,” Mathews said.

“The whole team is responsible, including the cap-

tain. It’s a very hard job on the field, and he has to look
into so many things.  “The rest of the players has to
support them. Most of the teams play with four seam-
ers and they have not had an issue. 

“We played only three and we’ve had an issue. That
has been addressed and it will not happen again.”

While Mathews is aware he is in charge of a largely
inexperienced group still finding their way on the
international stage, he expects them to rise to the
challenge sooner rather than later.

“The guys are learning every single day. If you look
at most of the guys, they haven’t played a lot of inter-
national cricket,” he said.

“The more you play, the more you learn. Everyone
has to step up with their roles because we can’t just
expect things to fall in line. 

“We’ve got to make it happen, and we’ve got to
make it happen soon.”

It might be hard to see too many signs of progress
against the might of India and Mathews, who will
return to the line-up as a batsman but may not bowl,
conceded Virat Kohli’s group are formidable. —AFP

No pressure on underdogs 
Sri Lanka, says Mathews

OVAL: Sri Lanka’s captain Angelo Mathews speaks during a press conference
at the Oval cricket ground in London, yesterday. India are due to play Sri
Lanka in an ICC Trophy cricket match at the Oval today. —AP

England
J. Roy b Milne 13
A. Hales b Milne 56
J. Root b Anderson 64
E. Morgan c Ronchi b Anderson 13
B. Stokes c Milne b Boult 48
J. Buttler not out 61
M. Ali c Boult b Anderson 12
A. Rashid lbw b Santner 12
L. Plunkett c Southee b Milne 15
M. Wood c Taylor b Southee 0
J. Ball c Boult b Southee 0
Extras (lb5, w11) 16
Total (all out, 49.3 overs) 310
Fall of wickets: 1-37 (Roy), 2-118 (Hales), 3-134 (Morgan), 4-
188 (Root), 
5-210 (Stokes), 6-230 (Ali), 7-260 (Rashid), 8-309 (Plunkett), 9-
310 (Wood), 
10-310 (Ball)
Bowling: Southee 9.3-0-44-2 (2w); Boult 10-0-56-1; Milne 10-0-
79-3 (4w); Anderson 9-0-55-3 (3w); Santner 8-0-54-1 (1w);
Neesham 3-0-17-0 

New Zealand
M. Guptill c Root b Stokes 27
L. Ronchi b Ball 0
K. Williamson c Buttler b Wood 87
R. Taylor c Root b Ball 39
N. Broom lbw b Rashid 11
J. Neesham c Hales b Plunkett 18
C. Anderson c Hales b Plunkett 10
M. Santner st Buttler b Rashid 3
A. Milne c Rashid b Plunkett 10
T. Southee c Roy b Plunkett 2
T. Boult not out 0
Extras (b4, lb8, w4) 16
Total (all out, 44.3 overs) 223
Fall of wickets: 1-1 (Ronchi), 2-63 (Guptill), 3-158 (Williamson),
4-168 
(Taylor), 5-191 (Neesham), 6-194 (Broom), 7-205 (Rashid), 8-
211 (Anderson), 9-223 (Milne), 10-223
Bowling: Ball 8-2-31-2; Wood 9-0-32-1; Plunkett 9.3-0-55-4;
Stokes 8-0-46-1 
(3w) Rashid 10-0-47-2 (1w)
Result: England won by 87 runs.

SCOREBOARD
CARDIFF, United Kingdom: Completed scoreboard in the Group A Champions Trophy match between
England and New Zealand at Cardiff on Tuesday:


