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UNITED NATIONS : Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres warned that by 2050
global demand for fresh water is pro-
jected to grow by more than 40 percent
and at least a quarter of the world’s pop-
ulation will  l ive in countries with a
“chronic or recurrent” lack of clean
water. He told the Security Council that
“strains on water access are already ris-
ing in all regions,” noting that three-
quarters of the 193 UN member states
share rivers or lake basins with their
neighbors. “Water, peace and security
are inextricably linked,” Guterres said. 

“Without effective management of
our water resources, we risk intensified
disputes between communities and sec-
tors and increased tensions among
nations.” The secretary-general said the

United Nations is ready to engage in pre-
ventive diplomacy to keep the competi-
tion for water from sparking conflicts.
Bolivian President Evo Morales, whose
country currently holds the council pres-
idency, noted that since 1947, some 37
conflicts have taken place between
countries related to water. 

“Our planet, the human family and
life in all its myriad forms on Earth are in
the throes of a water crisis that will only
get worse over the coming decades,” he
said. “If current patterns of consumption
continue unabated, two-thirds of the
world’s population will be facing water
shortages as a daily reality by 2025,”
Morales added. 

Right now, he said, more than 800
million people lack access to safe drink-

ing water and more than 2.5 billion
don’t have basic sanitation. Morales,
who presided over the meeting, said the
limited availability of fresh water under-
scores the importance of tackling the
issue and ensuring that access to clean
water is shared and doesn’t become “a
pretext for domestic or international
conflict.” 

British Ambassador Matthew Rycroft
said the world has already seen what
can happen “when the waters run dry,”
pointing to drought in Somalia that is
driving acute food shortages and threat-
ening famine and a lack of clean water
that is exacerbating the crisis sparked by
Boko Haram in northeast Nigeria and
sickening thousands. He said the world
currently is not on track to meet UN

goals for 2030 calling for improved
water security, access to drinking water
and sanitation, as well as stronger man-
agement of water resources shared by
countries. 

In South Asia, Rycroft said, 1 billion
people across Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, China, India, Nepal and Pakistan
rely heavily on just three rivers, but
“despite facing similar problems posed
by water demand and climate change,
regional collaboration between these
countries is limited.” Rycroft said Britain
has provided $30 million over the past
five years to support a regional
approach to “identify and resolve chal-
lenges affecting these trans boundary
waters.”But to tackle the problem glob-
ally, he urged the world’s developed

nations to also invest in delivering
improved water security within and
between states. 

In one example of regional coopera-
tion, Ethiopian Ambassador Tekeda
Alemu said that while there are differ-
ences between the six countries that are
upstream and downstream on the Nile
River, those nations negotiated for 13
years to produce an agreement on using
its waters. It was signed by all six nations
and is awaiting ratification by three of
them.” The cooperation between
Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudan and the sign-
ing of the Declaration of Principles by
the leaders of the three countries is also
another manifestation of regional coop-
eration that needs to be enhanced fur-
ther,” he said.—AP

UN warns of serious clean water shortages by 2050

SEOUL: This picture shows South Korean health officials preparing to bury chickens at a chicken farm in the southeastern city Ulsan after the
bird flu virus hit a nearby aviary.—AFP

SEOUL: South Korea has imposed a tempo-
rary nationwide ban on poultry transporta-
tion as it struggles to contain a fresh outbreak
of the highly pathogenic H5N6 virus, which
has led to the slaughter of some 190,000
birds. The first case in this outbreak of the
virus was confirmed in the southern island of
Jeju on June 2, and four more cases have
been confirmed in different locations across
the country.

On Tuesday, Seoul raised the national bird
flu alert to its highest level, as it ordered for

more than 180,000 chickens, ducks and other
birds are culled, the agriculture ministry said.
“We hope that the outbreak will be contained
soon with the bird flu alert raised to the top
‘grave’ level,” a ministry official said. “Grave” is
the final step on the four-level alert system,
and means officials can ban any movements
of vehicles carrying birds, shut poultry stores
or animal slaughterhouses, vaccinate poultry,
and disinfect any vehicles on the road.

Under the 24-hour poultry transport ban
that took effect Wednesday, all birds and bird

farmers were banned from travelling, with
farms subjected to disinfection. The worst out-
break of the highly contagious strain of avian
flu ever to hit the South was recorded late last
year when a record 30 mill ion birds were
slaughtered, which sent egg prices soaring.
There have been no cases of human infections
from H5N6 in the South, although the virus
killed six people in China between 2014 and
2016. The World Health Organization warned
earlier this year that the strain has caused
“severe infection” in humans.—AFP
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H5N6 virus leads to slaughter of 190,000 birds

PORTLAND, Maine: The number of young
lobsters is declining in the Gulf of Maine
despite years of record-breaking harvests, a
University of Maine marine scientist has
warned. Rick Wahle quantifies the popula-
tion of baby lobsters in the gulf, a key lob-
ster fishing area about the size of
Wisconsin, at monitoring sites in New
England and Canada every year. His
American Lobster Settlement Index,
released this month, shows monitoring
sites from New Brunswick to Cape Cod had
some of the lowest levels since the late
1990s or early 2000s.

The decline in baby lobsters represent
an “early warning” of what might happen to
the future of the lobster harvest, which is
the source of a major fishery and a focus of
the tourism industry in New England,
Wahle said. Lobsters take several years to
grow to legal harvesting size, so the drop in
young lobsters would start to affect lob-
stermen in future years, he said. “If we were
to see a collapse in the lobster catch, it
would mean that we’re already seven to
eight years into a decline in the popula-
tion,” Wahle said. 

For over 10 years now, lobster egg pro-
duction has been rising but the number of
baby lobsters has been falling, Wahle said.
Scientists and fishermen are working to
better understand the changes in the lob-
ster population and their potential ramifi-
cations for the environment and the econo-
my. Wahle said one factor could be a
declining amount of a type of copepod
that baby lobsters like to feed on. Another

possibility is an increase in predators of
young lobsters, he said. 

Wahle said scientists need to better
understand those issues to help prepare for
the future of the lobster fishery. Maine
accounts for the largest percentage of the
US lobster catch yearly, and the industry
has been booming in recent years. The
catch climbed to more than 130 million
pounds last year, which was a record total
according to state statistics that go back to
the 19th century.

The total US lobster catch was worth a
record of more than $620 million in 2015,
which is the most recent year for which sta-
tistics are available. It’s a lifeblood industry
in Maine, and Wahle cautioned that “a
downward trend in lobster production
could significantly impact the state’s coastal
economy in the future.” David Cousens, the
president of the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association, agreed. He said he’s concerned
about the Maine lobster fishery going the
way of the southern New England fishery,
which scientists have said has faded in the
face of warming ocean waters.  

“It isn’t encouraging. You’ve got to find
out what’s causing it if we’re losing baby
lobsters,” Cousens said. “And we need to do
as much as we can to slow down global
warming. That is critical to our
existence.”Wahle is co-chairing an interna-
tional conference on lobster management
this week in Portland. Environmental fac-
tors such as the impact of warming ocean
waters on the lobster population are
among the focuses of the event.—AP
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PIERRE: From historical details of Native
Americans’ final great wild buffalo hunts to
tales of the animal’s rescue from near
extinction, a new self-guided tour across 10
sites in the western Dakotas tells the story
of the last stand of the American bison, the
national mammal. The trail,  which is
accompanied by the tour book “Buffalo
Trails in the Dakota Buttes” oriented toward
history and nature enthusiasts, officially
opens June 11. 

Starting in Hettinger, North Dakota, the
route runs at times across gravel or pasture
roads into South Dakota before returning
north with an opportunity to see the
Standing Rock Sioux’s tribal bison herds.
“They’re authentic places, and not only
that, but most of them are unspoiled,” said
Francie Berg, the tour book’s author.
“There’s one place where it’s good to be
able to roll under a fence.” Tens of millions
of bison, also known as buffalo, once thun-
dered across a range stretching from cen-
tral Canada through the Great Plains and
northern Mexico. 

After a century-long slaughter driven by
commercial hunting for buffalo pelts, the
population dwindled to a thousand or few-
er near the end of the 1800s. At the tour’s
second stop in North Dakota, visitors see
the valley near Hiddenwood Cliff where the
“Great Buffalo Hunt” began in June 1882 on
the Great Sioux Reservation. According to
the book, for the previous 15 years those
grasslands were empty of buffalo as white
hide hunters had pushed them west and
most herds had been killed. 

Key to tribal stories
But Indian agent James McLaughlin

describes in his memoirs a herd that sum-

mer estimated at 50,000, with roughly 600
Native American hunters on horseback and
others taking 5,000 buffalo. “The story of
the buffalo- that powerful, resilient, mag-
nificent creature - is an American story,”
Berg writes. “In large part it is an Indian sto-
ry. For thousands of years they flourished
together, and as is fitting, Native Americans
were in charge of the final hunts.” 

The tour’s fifth site, with a view of the
south fork of the Grand River in South
Dakota, tells the story of Pete Dupree and
other families honored as critical to saving
the buffalo from extinction. By Dupree’s
death in 1898, his herd had grown to over
80 buffalo, according to the tour book.
Now, there are nearly 400,000 bison in
North America, many on private ranches
and farms, according to the National Bison
Association. 

Member tribes of the InterTribal Buffalo
Council have between 15,000 and 20,000
bison, said Jim Stone, executive director of
the South Dakota-based group. He said
buffalo, or “tatanka” in Lakota, are key to
some tribal creation stories.”As long as
there’s been people on North America
there’s been buffalo, and we’ve co-existed
with this relationship of them being a huge
part of our daily lives,” Stone said.

North Dakota Tourism Director Sara Otte
Coleman said in a statement that the new
experience tells of the history and preser-
vation of the buffalo in the Dakotas. The 10
stops are marked with signs for visitors, and
Berg recommended taking two days to tra-
verse the entire route. Detailed directions
are included in the book.”I think people get
a taste of what it really was like, and of
course you can see buffalo herds here, too,”
she said.—AP
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NORTH DAKOTA: In this file photo, a bison munches grass in Theodore Roosevelt
National Park in western North Dakota.—AP

DES MOINES, Iowa: A century-old train trestle
stands as one of the trophies of Des Moines’
push to spruce up its downtown. Bicyclists and
pedestrians pose for pictures beside the brightly
painted beams of the Red Bridge and gather on
viewing platforms overlooking the Des Moines
River. But little more than a decade after it was
restored, crews went back to the site with a
crane to hoist the span 41/2 feet higher, at a cost
of $3 million, after experts concluded that the
river’s flooding risk was nearly double earlier
estimates. Climate change was likely to blame.

“It was like a bomb was dropped off in our
lap,” City Engineer Pam Cooksey said of the
revised flood forecasts from the Army Corps of
Engineers. The findings suggested that the
bridge could act as a dam during bad storms,
sending waves of backed-up floodwater into the
refurbished business district. Climate change is
often seen as posing the greatest risk to coastal
areas. But the nation’s inland cities face perils of
their own, including more intense storms and
more frequent flooding. 

Even as President Donald Trump has
announced his intention for the US to withdraw
from a global climate agreement, many of the
nation’s river communities are responding to cli-
mate change by raising or replacing bridges that
suddenly seem too low to stay safely above
water. The reconstructed bridges range from
multi-lane structures that handle heavy traffic
loads to small rural spans traversed by country
school buses and farmers shuttling between
their fields. 

The bridges are being raised even in states
such as Texas, where political leaders have long
questioned whether climate change is real. In
Milwaukee, bridges have been raised as part of
$400 million in flood-management projects
across a metro area with 28 communities. In
Reno, Nevada, officials spent about $18 million
to replace a bridge over the Truckee River last
year and plan to replace three more after flood-
danger projections were increased by up to 15
percent.

Flood-mitigation 
Because the cities are inland, “A lot of these

are not the kind of places that people are used
to thinking of being in the forefront of climate

change,” said Jim Schwab, manager of the
Hazards Planning Center at the American
Planning Association, which is working with
nearly a dozen cities on flood-mitigation
options. Many communities are “still feeling their
way through this particular problem,” he said. No
one tracks how many communities are raising
bridges or replacing them with higher ones, but
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
says it’s now routinely providing money for this
purpose, although no dollar total is available. 

Typically, more than 1,500 bridges are recon-
structed each year for an assortment of reasons.

Schwab said he’s sure hundreds and possibly
thousands of bridge-raising projects have been
completed recently or are planned. A cursory
check by the AP in a handful of states found at
least 20 locations where bridges have been
raised or construction will begin soon. FEMA is
now finalizing a rule that states that floods “are
expected to be more frequent and more severe
over the next century due in part to the project-
ed effects of climate change.” 

That could mean higher costs for a country
that sustained more than $260 billion in flood
damage between 1980 and 2013.Given the

Trump administration’s skepticism of climate
change, however, a FEMA spokeswoman says
the agency “has not determined what its next
action will  be” on the rule. The Corps of
Engineers did not respond to requests for infor-
mation on cities where flood risks have been
reassessed.

Increasing humidity from the more than 1.5
degree increase in global temperatures since
1880 has resulted in more intense downpours,
according to David R. Easterling, director of the
national climate assessment unit at the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.”It
causes day after day of rainfall, and that leads to
flooding,” Easterling said. 

In some cases, a city’s 100-year flood could be
seen as twice what it was 40 years ago, with
double the risk, as it was for Des Moines. A 100-
year flood is the worst flood that can be expect-
ed to happen over a century. It has a 1 percent
chance of occurring in any given year. River level
forecasts have increased in Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
since tropic-like rainstorms in 2008 caused the
normally placid Cedar River to climb higher than
anyone thought possible, eventually topping
the previous record flood by 11 feet. —AP

Climate change raises new risk,

Are inland bridges too low?

IOWA: In this photo, the Red Bridge pedestrian bridge is seen over the Des Moines River in Des
Moines, Iowa.—AP


