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George and Amal Clooney's twins have
arrived - one of the most anticipated
births since Knox and Vivienne Jolie-Pitt

were born in 2008. Beyonce and Jay Z, you're
next. The Clooneys welcomed a son and a
daughter on Tuesday morning, announcing in a
joint statement that daughter Ella, son
Alexander and mother Amal were all "happy,

healthy and doing fine." "George is sedated and
should recover in a few days," the statement
said. Clooney, 56, and international human
rights lawyer Amal Alamuddin, 39, married in
Italy in 2014. These are the first children for both.

Other celebrity parents of twins include
Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt, Mariah Carey and
Nick Cannon, Jennifer Lopez and Marc Anthony

and Rebecca Romijn and Jerry O'Connell.
Beyonce and Jay Z are also expecting twins
imminently. She announced the pregnancy in
February. — AP

George and Amal Clooney welcome
twins Ella and Alexander

In this file photo, Amal Clooney, left, and
George Clooney arrive at the world premiere

of "Hail, Caesar!" in Los Angeles. — AP

Three weeks on,
Eddie Vedder mourns
grunge icon Cornell

Pearl Jam frontman Eddie Vedder on Tuesday mourned
grunge icon Chris Cornell as someone like a brother to
him, breaking a nearly three-week silence that had irked

the late singer's family. The death of Cornell, who had been an
early mentor to Vedder, left Pearl Jam as the last surviving
titans of the grunge rock scene that burst out of Seattle in the
early 1990s. Vedder, in an on-stage speech during a show in
London, said he had been reflecting on Cornell's death and
"these things take time."

"You know, he wasn't just a friend. He was someone I
looked up to like my older brother," Vedder said in remarks
quoted by several spectators on a Pearl Jam fan forum. Vedder
said he had lain awake two days after Cornell's death in a
waterfront cabin, "a place he would have loved," and memo-
ries came back. "I'm still thinking about those memories, and I
will live with those memories in my heart and I will love him
forever," Vedder said. Cornell, 52, was found hanging in his
hotel room in Detroit early on May 18 after a show with his
main band Soundgarden. The medical examiner called the
death a suicide.

Cornell's wife disputed the finding, saying the singer-who
had recovered a decade earlier from longtime drug and alco-
hol problems-had shown no suicidal inclinations and that his
judgment may have been impaired by an anti-anxiety pre-
scription drug. Two days afterward, Pearl Jam posted a picture
of Cornell on Facebook but did not issue a statement. Cornell's
mother-in-law, Toni Karayiannis, later upbraided Vedder on
Twitter, saying the late singer's family was distraught.

"Who's not man enough not to pay a tribute to the man
who gave him a chance to be who he is? To not send a mes-
sage to his wife and 3 kids," she tweeted, not using Vedder's
name but pointedly saying the person sang "Daughter."
Vedder met Cornell when the future Pearl Jam singer arrived
in Seattle to join the growing scene of grunge, the musical
subgenre that merged the rawness of punk rock with dark
introspection. Vedder's first-ever recording was in 1991 when
Cornell included him on  "Hunger Strike" by Temple of the
Dog, which featured musicians who would form  Pearl Jam. Of
other emblematic singers of grunge, Kurt Cobain of Nirvana
killed himself in 1994 and Stone Temple Pilots frontman Scott
Weiland died of a drug overdose in 2015. — AFP

This file photo shows music artist Eddie Vedder perform-
ing before outgoing US President Barack Obama's farewell
address in Chicago, Illinois. — AFP

People gather near a new musical fountain which is decorated with lights in Belgrade, Serbia. — AP

US singer Ariana Grande is to resume her world tour in
Paris on Wednesday, more than two weeks after it
was interrupted by the Manchester suicide bomb

attack. Security will be extra tight in the French capital, a day
after police shot and injured a man who attacked an officer
outside the world-famous Notre Dame cathedral.  Roads will
be blocked off around the concert venue in the east of Paris
while police will help security guards to check fans as they
arrive for the show.

Even before Tuesday's Notre Dame attack, police had
announced a significant deployment planned for the US
singer's concert, noting its "powerful symbolic context".
On May 22 a suicide bomber blew himself up, killing 22
people including 7 children at a concert by Grande in
Manchester. She cancelled shows she was due to give in
London, Belgium, Germany, Poland and Switzerland, and
returned to Florida, before returning to Manchester on
Sunday to headline an all-star benefit show for victims of
the attack. Before the Paris show, her young fans said they
would not give in to fear. 

"I feel really anxious but I don't want that to stop me from
going. I will probably feel on edge, I hope security is tight-if
there is something planned, there is not much we can do,"
said Caoimhe McDonnell, a 19-year-old student from
Northern Ireland living in Paris. Clodagh Ennis, also 19,
added: "I feel that not going to the concert would be letting
terrorists win, that's what they want, they want people to be
scared, so still attending despite the attacks is like a protest
against them.  "Personally, I am not naturally a worried per-
son. Of course there will be the thought of 'What if some-
thing happens?' but I know there are probably people a lot
more worried than I am. "I do wonder what the concert will
be like, will it go as normal, will it be sad, but I think the best
thing to do is go and show our support for her, and try to
enjoy it as much as we can." — AFP

Ariana Grande to resume 

tour in Paris amid tight security

In this handout photo provided by Dave Hogan for One
Love Manchester, singer Ariana Grande performs at the

One Love Manchester tribute concert in Manchester,
north western England, Sunday. — AP

Agiant new fountain in Belgrade, complete with light
show and loud music, is drawing mixed reviews and
online ridicule. The huge 1.8-million-euro ($2 million)

installation on the Serbian capital's busiest roundabout fea-
tures 350 water jets, a colorful light show and sometimes loud
music. Many think the money could have been better spent
on something more urgent, like patching up the numerous
potholes on Belgrade's streets, renovating drab-looking
facades all around the city or providing air conditioning to
poorly equipped hospitals.

Dubbed "the biggest fountain in southeast Europe" by city
authorities, it formally opened earlier this week to the tunes of
Italian opera and hits by Michael Jackson, attracting thou-

sands of curious onlookers. Goran Babovic wasn't impressed,
saying it reminded him of fountains he had seen in China. "I
would prefer if this was more original," he said. "It looks a bit
cheap." Dragan Kovacic, another onlooker, considered it "too
glamorous" for its rundown neighborhood, and called the
fountain "a bit kitsch."

But the fountain did have some fans. "When I came here
and saw this I was speechless. Fantastic colors," said Jelena
Nikolic. "I think that the music should be a few decibels down,
but all in all it is pretty," said Desimir Stojkovic. Social media
was awash with jokes about the fountain and some anti-gov-
ernment groups announced protests at the site. Another
group announced a rave party at the square on July 1. 

The satirical njuz.net site said that the drivers who crash
at the busy roundabout after being distracted by the lights
and loud music will have the right to request the next song
to be played. City Manager Goran Vesic defended the proj-
ect, saying it will become a major tourist attraction. He said
that the fountain has heating that will enable it to work in
the winter when temperatures drop to minus 20 degrees
Celsius (-4 F.) "This is the only such fountain in this part of
Europe," he said. — AP

Not everyone dancing to tunes of Belgrade musical fountain

Jon Bon Jovi, Whoopi Goldberg and Usher are set to attend
the 2017 Songwriters Hall of Fame event inducting Jay Z,
Berry Gordy and others. The Songwriters Hall announced

Thursday that Irving Azoff, Benny Blanco, Kenneth Gamble
and Leon Huff also will appear June 15 at the New York
Marriott Marquis hotel.

The organization previously announced that Max Martin,
Kenneth "Babyface" Edmonds, Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis and

Chicago's Robert Lamm and James Pankow will be inducted
this year. Jay Z will be the first rapper inducted into the
Songwriters Hall. Ed Sheeran will receive the Hal David
Starlight Award, and Pitbull will earn the Global Ambassador
Award at the gala and awards ceremony. Others set to appear
include Johnny Gill, Pat Monahan, Kelli O'Hara and Cassandra
Wilson. — AP

Hip Hop Hall of
Fame secures

Harlem building

Planners of a Hip Hop Hall of Fame said Tuesday
they had secured a Harlem location in their ambi-
tious bid to build a museum, hotel and concert

venue devoted to the New York-born genre. The organiz-
ers said they were launching a campaign to raise $150
million to meet a goal of opening a first phase of the Hip
Hop Hall of Fame in February which will include an initial
museum, a cafe and a gift shop.

In a key step, Hip Hop Hall of Fame planners said they
had won a bid to acquire a building on Harlem's 125th
Street, the bustling heart of the uptown Manhattan
neighborhood that for a century has been one of the
foremost centers of African American culture. The space
is modeled on the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, which
each year inducts artists for their historic contributions.
Founded in 1983, the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1995
opened a complex in Cleveland that has become a major
draw to the Midwestern city.

"Cleveland is home to the Rock Hall of Fame and
Harlem will be the location for the Hip Hop Hall of Fame
Headquarters," planners said in a statement. The Hip Hop
Hall of Fame planners eventually envision a 20-story
complex that will include a five-star hotel, television stu-
dio, concert lounge, restaurant and sports bar with an
aim of drawing one million visitors a year. The project is
being led by J.T. Thompson, a concert promoter and tele-
vision producer who earlier arranged a Hip Hop Hall of
Fame award show for Black Entertainment Television.

A separate project, known as the Universal Hip Hop
Museum, has been in the planning stages in The Bronx,
the city's northernmost borough where the musical
genre was first born in the 1970s. Rocky Bucano, who
leads the project in The Bronx, hopes to combine the
museum with businesses, green space and affordable
housing as a way to stimulate the economy in the bor-
ough, which remains the poorest in New York despite
gains in recent years. Harlem, which has been rapidly
gentrifying, regularly draws tourists to attractions that
include the Apollo Theater, the legendary jazz venue
which has started its own Hollywood-style Walk of Fame
of jazz greats. The moves come as the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame increasingly embraces hip-hop stars, with slain
rap legend Tupac Shakur inducted in April. — AP

Jerry Seinfeld is not a hugger and he let Kesha know it
before a star-studded charity event in Washington ear-
lier this week. Video shows Kesha interrupting an inter-

view Seinfeld was doing with a local news reporter ahead
of the "Night of Laughter & Song" event at the Kennedy
Center on Monday. The singer wanted a hug from the
comedian, but Seinfeld repeatedly declined, backing off
and telling her, "no thanks."

Kesha quickly walked away while Seinfeld laughed and
told the reporter he "didn't know who that was." He said
that he wished her the best after being told it was Kesha.
The singer didn't seem too upset about the encounter,
posting on Twitter on Tuesday that she has "lots to smile
about." — AP

Jerry Seinfeld says 'no thanks'
to hug from Kesha

This file photo, shows Jerry Seinfeld performing at Stand
Up For Heroes in New York. — AP

In this file photo Kesha arrives at the Billboard Music
Awards at the T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas.

Bon Jovi, Whoopi Goldberg to appear at Songwriters Hall

Sony backs 'Ghostbusters' 
director after 

Aykroyd criticism 

Sony Pictures Entertainment is backing the director
of last year's "Ghostbusters" remake, Paul Feig, after
Dan Aykroyd criticized him for spending too much

money on the film to make it worthwhile for Sony to
make a sequel. Without mentioning Feig's name, Aykroyd
said on the British chat show "Sunday Brunch" this week
that Feig didn't want to shoot scenes Aykroyd and others
told him were necessary. He said the scenes were even-
tually added as reshoots and cost the production an
additional $30 million to $40 million, making a sequel
"economically not feasible."

While he said he was pleased with the reboot of the
franchise that starred Kristen Wiig and Melissa McCarthy,
Aykroyd suggested Sony wouldn't be eager again to work
with Feig, who directed comedy hits "Bridesmaids" and
"The Heat." "He will not be back on the Sony lot any time
soon," Aykroyd said. Sony Pictures took issue with
Aykroyd's comments in a statement to The Associated
Press on Tuesday, putting the cost of the reshoots at $3
million to $4 million. "Sony has a strong relationship with
Paul Feig, and we have incredible respect for his work,"
spokeswoman Jean Guerin said. Sony Pictures hasn't said
whether there will be a sequel to "Ghostbusters." The com-
pany does say that "Ghostbusters" television and family
projects are in the works. Aykroyd co-wrote and starred in
the original "Ghostbusters" film and its 1989 sequel. He
served as an executive producer for the remake. — AP


