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NEW YORK: When White House Press Secretary
Sean Spicer wanted to crack down on leaks last
week, he collected his aides’ cell phones to check
for communication with reporters. The crack-
down quickly leaked. President Donald Trump
now says he probably would have handled the
situation differently, meeting with staff one-on-
one instead - but perhaps still demanding to look

at their phones.  “I mean, you know, there are
things you can do that are a hell of a lot worse
than that, I’ll be honest with you,” Trump told “Fox
& Friends” in an interview aired yesterday.  

Trump denied that there was a “major leak
process” at the White House. So who did it?  “We
have sort of ideas,” Trump said. “But don’t forget,
we have people from other campaigns, we have

people from other governments. We’ve got a lot
of people here.” Spicer ’s losing round in
Washington’s perpetual game of information
Whack-a-mole was hardly a surprise. 

In trying to plug leaks from anonymous
sources, President Donald Trump and his aides
are going after one of the most entrenched
practices in Washington politics and journalism,
an exercise that has exposed corruption, fueled
scandals and spread gossip for decades.  But the
practice has created several headaches for the
new president, leading Trump, just weeks into
his presidency, to publicly vow to try to punish
“low-life leakers” in his own administration.  “Let
their name be put out there,’ Trump said before
the Conservative Political Action Conference on
Friday, accusing reporters of making up anony-
mous sources and stories. 

Horrible human being
He declared reporters shouldn’t be allowed to

use sources “unless they use somebody’s name.”
“‘A source says that Donald Trump is a horrible,
horrible human being.’ Let ‘em say it to my face.”
But Trump’s administration has not been practic-
ing what the boss preached. Despite the presi-
dent’s anger about unnamed sources, White
House budget officials insisted on anonymity
Monday as they outlined details of Trump’s
spending plans to reporters on a conference call.
The budget officials ignored requests to put the
briefing on the record.  — AP

Trump’s White House takes on 

entrenched practice of ‘leaks’

LONDON: Women and children making the dan-
gerous journey to Europe to flee poverty and
conflicts in Africa are being beaten, raped and
starved in “living hellholes” in Libya, the United
Nations children’s agency (UNICEF) said yester-
day. The Mediterranean Sea between Libya and
Italy has become the main crossing point for asy-
lum seekers and economic migrants seeking a
better life in Europe, after a clampdown on sea
crossings from Turkey.  

There were a quarter of a million migrants in
Libya as of last September, most of whom languish
in unsanitary, disease-ridden detention centers
which UNICEF described in its report as “no more
than forced labor camps ... and makeshift prisons”.
Armed groups have taken effective control of offi-
cial detention centers for migrants amid the politi-
cal chaos that now reigns in Libya and they also
run their own centers, competing and cooperating
with criminal gangs and smugglers, according to
the United Nations.

“For the thousands of migrant women and chil-
dren incarcerated, (the centers) were living hell-
holes where people were held for months,” the

UNICEF report said yesterday. In interviews with
more than 100 women and children, nearly half
said they had been raped or abused several times
during their journey, it said. Most of the children
said they were beaten by adults along the way,
with girls suffering more abuse than boys. “Here (in
the detention centre) they treat us like chickens.
They beat us, they do not give us good water and
good food,” said Jon, a 14-year-old boy who trav-
elled alone from Nigeria to escape the militant
group Boko Haram.  “So many people are dying
here, dying from disease, freezing to death,” he was
quoted as saying in the report.

‘Pay as you go’
UNICEF said women and unaccompanied child

migrants rely on people smugglers to get to
Europe, often under a “pay as you go system”, leav-
ing them vulnerable to exploitation, trafficking and
violence, including prostitution and rape.
Smugglers typically demand thousands of dollars
from migrants for a risky journey across the desert
before cramming them onto ill-equipped boats for
a perilous crossing of the Mediterranean. “The route

is mostly controlled by smugglers, traffickers and
other people seeking to prey upon desperate chil-
dren and women who are simply seeking refuge or
a better life,” said Afshan Khan, head of UNICEF’s
refugee operations in Europe. Having largely closed
off sea crossings between Turkey and Greece last
year, the European Union is searching for ways to
stem the flow of migrants from Libya.

This month European leaders offered Libya
money and other assistance to try to reduce the
numbers departing across the Mediterranean. Aid
groups criticized the move, saying such plans
exposed migrants to further risks and abuses with-
in Libya. Last year, a record 181,000 migrants
crossed between Libya and Italy, the UN’s migra-
tion agency reports. More than 4,500 people
drowned, and at least 700 were children, UNICEF
said. “Children should not be forced to put their
lives in the hands of smugglers because there are
simply no alternatives,” said Khan in a statement.
“We need to address globally the drivers of migra-
tion and work together toward a robust system of
safe and legal passage for children on the move,
whether refugees or migrants.” —  Reuters

ZAWIYAH, Libya: Workers help to recover bodies of some of the 74 migrants who drowned in the Mediterranean trying to reach Europe, after they washed up on a beach near Zawiyah on Libya’s northern coast, west of the capital
Tripoli. — AFP
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WASHINGTON: Hundreds of female
employees at two well-known US jewelers
are alleging that company leaders fostered a
culture of discrimination and frequent sexu-
al harassment, The Washington Post report-
ed Monday. Employees at Kay Jewelers and
Jared The Galleria of Jewelry-whose 1,500-
some stores dot malls and shopping centers
across the United States-say that even the
highest level of corporate management,
including the CEO of the multibillion-dollar
conglomerate that owns the two stores,
contributed to the atmosphere. 

Around 250 women and men who
worked at the conglomerate, called Sterling,
are alleging in a private, class-action arbitra-
tion case that women were groped,
demeaned and urged to sexually cater to
their office superiors in return for continued
employment or promotions during the late
1990s and 2000s, the Post said. Kay’s motto,
which accompanies all of its television
advertisements, is “Every kiss begins with
Kay.” Since the arbitration was filed in 2008
by a handful of women, it has swollen to
include some 69,000 current and former
female employees, many of whom allege
they were paid less than male counterparts
and passed over for promotions that went
to less-experienced men.

Sterling disputes the allegations, but

because the matter is being settled by arbi-
tration rather than in the US court system, lit-
tle transparency exists as to the details of the
still unresolved case. On Sunday, some 1,300
pages of sworn statements-with the names
of the accused redacted-were released.
However, a 2013 memorandum in which
employees’ attorneys pushed for class certifi-
cation reveals that Mark Light, now the chief
executive of Sterling’s parent company Signet
Jewelers, is accused of having sex with
employees and promoting of women based
on their acquiescence. Light, 54, earned
about $7.4 million in salary, stock and bonus-
es in fiscal year 2016, the Post reported.

Some of the biggest complaints
stemmed from yearly managers meetings,
described as a mandatory “sex-fest” where
women were aggressively chased down,
groped and harassed. One woman
described how in 2005 a district manager
told her he would transfer her to a better
store if she had sex with him, and she
complied. “Looking back, I can’t believe I
did some of the things I  had to do,”
Heather Ballou, 41, told the paper. “You
suck it up and do what you have to do for
your family.  You need this job.” Many
employees who reported abuse on an
internal hotline soon found themselves
without jobs, the Post said. — AFP 
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harassment at two US jewelers

WASHINGTON: Photo shows the J Edgar Hoover Building, headquarters for the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI), in Washington, DC. — AFP 


