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government’s opinion that these contradict the consti-
tution is incorrect. Kandari said that if the government feels
that such draft laws violate the constitution, it should seek
the help of the constitutional court.

The issue of price hikes is expected to be debated in the
Assembly next Tuesday. The Assembly is also expected to
debate amendments to the nationality law proposed by
lawmakers. The amendments stipulate that citizenship
cannot be revoked without a final court verdict. The
amendment aims at preventing the government from
using citizenship as a tool against opponents, like what it
did over two years ago. 

Kandari meanwhile said he has sent a number of ques-
tions regarding the chamber of commerce and industry, as

there is a suspicion about its legality, since the chamber law
was issued before the constitution. Head of the interior and
defense committee MP Askar Al-Enezi said the panel
approved the amendments and sent it to the Assembly. He
said the committee decided to delay amendments to the
election law at the request of the interior ministry. It also
delayed a decision on amendments to a law that deprives
those convicted of insulting the Amir from running in elec-
tions. The committee also held a decision on the number of
stateless people who can be naturalized this year.

Member of the Assembly’s human rights committee MP
Mohammad Hayef said the committee discussed the attack
on former opposition MP Musallam Al-Barrak at the central
prison. He said the committee demanded a full investiga-
tion in the attack and decided to send representatives to
hear the testimony of Barrak on the matter.

MPs insist on scrapping power, fuel price...
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“Every person has to receive the passport personally,
so for instance the husband can’t collect his wife’s pass-
port. Only children under 12 can have their passports
collected by their guardians. The validity of the passport
is 10 years for those who are over 30 years of age, while
it is five years for those under 30. The new passports
don’t provide any exemption from visas to some coun-
tries as some people believe,” he clarified.

Exchanging the old passports with the new electron-
ic ones should be done within a year and a half.
“Holders of passports that expired in 2016 are the first
ones who will be able to exchange their passports, and
these are around 30,000 people. We will then issue the
new passports to holders of passports that will expire
within six months - around 196,000 passports that will
expire this year. Newborn children are included in this
category,” Sheikh Mazen explained.

Director of the General Department of Information
Systems Maj Gen Ali Al-Muaili explained the ministry’s
passport centers are all connected by fiber-optic
Internet. “The smart chip includes biometric data of the

holder that are transferred from the Information
Systems Department to the Passports Department in
safe way,” he assured. 

Brig Yousef Al-Snayin, Director of the General
Department for Nationality and Passports, noted that
people can book an appointment to receive the new
passport through the official website of the Ministry of
Information, which will save them time and effort. “We
have opened six centers to issue the passports -
Shamiya Service Center in the Capital governorate,
South Mishref in Hawally governorate, Ishbiliya in
Farwaniya governorate, Adan in Mubarak Al-Kabeer
governorate, Saad Al-Abdullah in Jahra governorate
and Fahd Al-Ahmad in Ahmadi governorate,” he said.

Brig Adel Al-Hashash, Director General of the
Security Media and Public Relations Department, said
elderly people will be given priority. “During the work-
ing hours from 8:00 am to 10:00 am, the six centers will
only receive elderly and disabled citizens. Also, the new
electronic passports will only be issued to Kuwaiti citi-
zens and not bedoons who have article 17 passports.
Applying with the original civil ID is the main condi-
tion,” he added.

MoI starts issuing new e-passports

Counselor to the president Kellyanne Conway takes a photo as US President Donald Trump and leaders of his-
torically black universities and colleges talk before a group photo in the Oval Office of the White House before a
meeting with US Vice President Mike Pence on Monday. — AFP  

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump’s senior
adviser Kellyanne Conway has come under fire after a
picture of her casually kneeling on a couch in the Oval
Office was widely shared on social media. In an image
captured by an AFP photographer, Conway appears on
the couch with her shoes on as Trump poses for a photo
with leaders of historically black colleges and universi-
ties. Wall Street Journal columnist Bret Stephens was
among those taking aim at Conway, suggesting that
aides under previous administrations would have elicit-
ed even greater outcry.

“If Rice or Jarrett had sat like this in Oval Office, con-
servatives would have screamed themselves hoarse for
weeks. Now we own trashy,” he wrote, referring to previ-
ous presidential aides. Trump’s predecessor Barack
Obama repeatedly took flak for photos in which he
appeared to be relaxing. Critics also chastised Obama
for unbuttoning the previous Oval Office dress code

that called for a suit jacket and a tie.
The image of Conway trended widely on social

media, with several Twitter users berating her for what
they described as a lack of respect in the Oval Office.
This is not the first time Conway has found herself at the
center of a storm. She recently came under fire for plug-
ging the fashion brand of the president’s daughter. The
head of the US Office of Government Ethics urged the
White House to investigate Conway after the incident,
saying she should face disciplinary action.

She also famously coined the term “alternative facts”
and referred to a “Bowling Green massacre” - which nev-
er happened - during an interview.  Conway later tweet-
ed that she meant to say “Bowling Green terrorists” -
referring to two Iraqi men who were indicted in 2011 for
trying to send money and weapons to Al-Qaeda, and
using improvised explosive devices against US soldiers
in Iraq. — AFP 

Trump aide Conway draws ire for 
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MIAMI: SpaceX said Monday two private citizens have paid
money to be sent around the Moon in what would mark
the farthest humans have ever traveled to deep space. The
United States has not sent astronauts to the Moon since
NASA’s Apollo missions of the 1960s and ‘70s. “We are excit-
ed to announce that SpaceX has been approached to fly
two private citizens on a trip around the moon late next
year,” said a statement by CEO Elon Musk. “This presents an
opportunity for humans to return to deep space for the first
time in 45 years and they will travel faster and further into
the solar system than any before them.”

The tourists, who were not named, “have already
paid a significant deposit,” Musk’s statement added.
Health tests and training are to begin this year. “Other
flight teams have also expressed strong interest and we
expect more to follow. Additional information will be
released about the flight teams, contingent upon their
approval and confirmation of the health and fitness test
results,” Musk said.

The tourists will ride aboard the California-based
company’s Crew Dragon capsule, which is scheduled
for its first unmanned test flight later this year. It is
based on the design currently used to send cargo to
the International Space Station, with upgrades to
allow for human transport. The capsule will launch
atop SpaceX’s Falcon Heavy rocket, which is scheduled
for its first test flight this summer. The rocket “will be
the most powerful vehicle to reach orbit after the
Saturn V moon rocket,” Musk said. “At five million
pounds of liftoff thrust, Falcon Heavy is two-thirds the
thrust of Saturn V and more than double the thrust of

the next largest launch vehicle currently flying.”

Commercial space race 
Musk - who co-founded PayPal and also heads Tesla

Motors - is seen as the emerging leader of the modern
commercial space industry, after becoming the first to
send a private cargo carrier to the International Space
Station in 2010. The 45-year-old native of South Africa is
a long-time space enthusiast, who is also outspoken
about his vision to colonize Mars. Last September he
unveiled ambitious plans to establish a colony on the
Red Planet by sending 100 humans at a time - starting
in 2024. SpaceX also plans to send an unmanned
Dragon cargo capsule as early as 2018.

In the same month Blue Origin, founded by Amazon
chief Jeff Bezos, unveiled plans to build a massive rocket
called New Glenn to launch people to space, but the
company’s president said going to Mars could take
decades. And on the space tourism front, Virgin
Galactic, led by British billionaire entrepreneur Richard
Branson, has set a goal of taking people to the edge of
space, more than 100 km above Earth. 

Despite the hefty $250,000 price tag, more than 600
would-be astronauts have already signed up, including
actors Leonardo DiCaprio and Ashton Kutcher.
Meanwhile, if all goes as planned, lift-off for Musk’s two
moon tourists will occur next year from the same
launch pad near Cape Canaveral that the Apollo pro-
gram used for its lunar missions. Musk posted the com-
pany’s announcement on Twitter by stating: “Fly me to
the moon ... Ok.”  — AFP 
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UNITED NATIONS: Russia and China yesterday vetoed a
Western-backed UN resolution that would have
imposed sanctions on Syria over chemical weapons
use, as peace talks in Geneva showed no signs of
progress on ending the nearly six-year war. The
Security Council resolution drafted by Britain, France
and the United States won nine votes in favor while
three countries opposed it - China, Russia and Bolivia.
Kazakhstan, Ethiopia and Egypt abstained. UN resolu-
tions require nine positive votes and no veto to be
adopted.

It was the seventh time that Russia, Syria’s top mili-
tary ally,  has used its veto power to shield the
Damascus regime. Russian President Vladimir Putin had
warned earlier that imposing sanctions on Syria was
“completely inappropriate” while talks were ongoing in
Geneva on ending the war. US Ambassador Nikki Haley
shot back: “This resolution is very appropriate.” “It is a
sad day on the Security Council when members start
making excuses for other member states killing their
own people,” she said. “The world is definitely a more
dangerous place,” she told the council after the meas-
ure was rejected.

‘Moment of truth’ 
The resolution would have put 11 Syrians, mainly

military commanders, and 10 entities linked to chemi-
cal attacks in 2014 and 2015 on a UN sanctions black-
list. It included a ban on the sale of helicopters and of
chemical agents to the Syrian armed forces or the gov-
ernment. A UN-led investigation concluded in October
that the Syrian air force had dropped chlorine barrel-
bombs from helicopters on three opposition-held vil-
lages in 2014 and 2015.

French Ambassador Francois Delattre said the vote
was a “moment of truth” for the council, arguing that
chemical weapons use was a “negation of all civiliza-
tion”. The joint panel of the United Nations and the
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons

(OPCW) also found that Islamic State militants used
mustard gas in an attack in 2015.

US joins Britain, France at UN 
The vote marked the first major council action by

the new US administration of President Donald Trump,
who is seeking warmer ties with Russia. France and
Britain had circulated the proposed measure in
December and the new US administration joined as a
co-sponsor of the draft resolution this month. Russian
Deputy Ambassador Vladimir Safronkov echoed Putin’s
view that imposing sanctions would have undermined
peace talks and described the draft resolution as a
“provocation” by the Western “troika”. 

The Syrian government has repeatedly denied using
chemical weapons in the war that has killed 310,000
people since March 2011. Chinese Ambassador Liu Jieyi
argued that sanctions were premature and that the
UN-OPCW panel should be allowed to complete its
investigations. “At present, investigations are still ongo-
ing and therefore it is too early to reach a final conclu-
sion,” Liu told the council. China has joined Russia in
vetoing six resolutions on Syria.

Britain, France and the United States are the other
veto-wielding permanent members of the Security
Council. UN-brokered talks that opened on Thursday in
Geneva ran into hurdles after Russia insisted that
counter-terrorism be added to the agenda - putting
pressure on opposition groups with ties to Islamist
fighters. Putin - whose military intervention in Syria
helped turn the tables in favor of Assad - lamented that
the negotiations in Switzerland are “not going as
smoothly as hoped”.

Russia used its veto power twice to block demands
for a ceasefire in Aleppo, the Syrian city that was seized
by government forces in December. Russia and China
also blocked in 2014 a request for the International
Criminal Court to open up investigations of war crimes
committed during the war in Syria. — AFP 
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