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KUWAIT: On the Occasion of Kuwait
National Day and Liberation Day celebra-
tions Pakistan Sports Association Kuwait
(PSAK) organized “Hala February T20 Cricket
Cup2017” on 22nd February at Salmiya
Cricket ground Salmiya. The match was
played between Kuwait Energy & United
Elevators Cricket teams.

Kuwait Energy won the toss and elect-

ed to field first. United Elevator scored
162 runs in allotted 20 overs, while chas-
ing 163 runs target Kuwait Energy scored
137 runs. United Elevators won the con-
test by 25 runs.

At the end of event, prize ceremony was
held. President of Pakistan Sports
Association Kuwait  Maqbool Ahmed, PSA
Founder/Director General Muhammad Irfan

Adil, Advisor M.Irfan Shafiq, Vice President
Muhammad Younas Shahid, Tahir Bashir
Patron in Chief VOOP media, were among
the guests. Kuwait Energy captain Qasim Ali
received the Runner up Trophy while United
Elevators cinched the winner’s trophy and
was received by Captain Veeru Tanagi
(Victor).

Irfan Adil said that Kuwait is our second

home and we wish peace and prosperity to
our Kuwaiti brothers and sisters and we
being a Pakistani community congratulates
them on this occasion.

Maqbool Ahmed said that Pakistan
Sports Association Kuwait (PSA) is engaged
in the youth and community in positive and
healthy sports activities. It is an avenue for
camaraderie and to develop a sense of

belonging among individuals in the shared
pursuit of sport and to provide an outlet for
advanced participation and competition in
a particular sport.

At the end  Muhammad Younas Shahid,
thanked all the guests for witnessing the
thrilling game of cricket. Certificates of par-
ticipation were presented to all players and
match officials by distinguished guests.

Winners with the trophy Runners-up with the trophy.

PSAK holds Hala February T20 Cricket Cup tourney

PORT ST LUCIE: Former NFL quarterback and New York Mets outfielder Tim Tebow (15), center, works during a spring training baseball practice
Monday, in Port St. Lucie, Fla. —AP

PORT ST LUCIE: Tim Tebow quickly got into the
swing of spring training, hitting nine home runs in
batting practice Monday during his first workout
with the New York Mets.

The former Heisman Trophy winner and NFL
quarterback is hoping to make to the majors as an
outfielder. He signed a minor league contract last
September. The 29-year-old Tebow played in the
Arizona Fall League, struggling against top
prospects from other teams. He hit .194 and struck
out 20 times in 62 at-bats for the Scottsdale
Scorpions. “It’s so much about how you’re able to
handle things mentally, and that’s not just the
highs, it’s also the lows,” the lefty hitter said.

“Baseball can really exploit that if you’re not
ready for it - to be ready for the droughts and be
able to handle the highs and lows. I think I was 0 for
my first 13 (in Arizona), so I was like, ‘OK, that’s
going to happen.’ But I’m going to bounce back,
and I think I was able to do that,” he said.

Tebow said similar poor results as a member of
the New York Jets in 2012 also were part of a learn-
ing process. “I’m grateful for the highs there - which
weren’t really many - but for a lot of the lows,” said
Tebow, who was released after one season with the
Jets in which he threw just eight passes and ran 32
times. “It was not necessarily the most fun situation,
but there were so many things I learned.
Everything happens for a reason; that situation hap-
pened for a reason. I learned from it. I’m grateful for
it. I can honestly say that,” he said.

AROUND THE CACTUS AND 
GRAPEFRUIT LEAGUES
TIGERS 10, BRAVES 7

Miguel Cabrera doubled, singled and drove in a
run for Detroit. Tigers starter Jordan Zimmermann
gave up a run in two innings. R.A. Dickey, in his
Braves debut, allowed two runs on two hits over
two innings. The former NL Cy Young winner
pitched for Toronto last year, then signed with
Atlanta. Dansby Swanson got three hits and scored
three times for Atlanta. Freddie Freeman had two
hits and drove in three runs.

CARDINALS (ss) 5, NATIONALS 4
Lance Lynn, out of the majors last year after

Tommy John surgery, pitched two innings in
his spring debut for St. Louis, allowing four hits
and one earned run. Trea Turner homered for
Washington. He’s beginning what’s expected to
be his first full season in the big leagues as a
full-time shortstop after spending last year in

center field and at second base.

YANKEES 4, ORIOLES 1
All-Star third baseman Manny Machado started at

shortstop for Baltimore in place of J.J. Hardy, who’s
expected to be out until mid-March with back trou-
ble. Vidal Nuno, acquired this month from the
Dodgers, pitched two scoreless innings in relief for
the Orioles. Aaron Judge tripled and reached base
three times for New York.

TWINS 9, MARLINS 6
Byung-ho Park hit a two-run homer, his second

shot since Minnesota dropped him from its 40 man
roster earlier this month. Twins starter Ervin Santana
struck out two in two scoreless innings. He was sus-
pended 80 games last season for violating Major
League Baseball’s drug policy. Tyler Moore homered
for Miami. Marlins starter Jose Urena gave up two
runs in an inning.

RAYS 7, PHILLIES 2
Makiel Franco hit his third home run this spring

for Philadelphia and added an RBI single. Corey
Dickerson hit a two-run homer for Tampa Bay and
scored twice.

CARDINALS (ss) 7, RED SOX 2
St Louis starter Michael Wacha allowed four

hits and an unearned run in two innings. Jose
Martinez hit two home runs and drove in four.
Xander Bogaerts and Mitch Moreland each got
two hits for Boston.

PIRATES 2, BLUE JAYS 1
Toronto starter Marcus Stroman worked two

perfect innings, striking out three. Jose Bautista sin-
gled home the Blue Jays’ run. Pirates catcher Jacob
Stallings, son of Pitt basketball coach Kevin
Stallings, had two hits.

ASTROS 5, METS 2
Asdrubal Cabrera and Wilmer Flores homered

for the Mets. Houston scored four times in the
ninth off veteran Tom Gorzelanny on four hits and
three walks.

ROYALS 14, MARINERS 3, 7 INNINGS
All-Star catcher Salvador Perez homered, dou-

bled and drove in four runs for Kansas City in a rain-
shortened game. Eric Hosmer hit an RBI double and
scored twice, and Royals newcomer Brandon Moss
had two hits and an RBI. Jean Segura, acquired by

Seattle in a trade with Arizona, hit a two-run homer,
double and single. Yovani Gallardo, another
Mariners offseason addition, struggled through an
inning of work, allowing four runs on three hits.

ROCKIES 7, DODGERS 1
Young ace Jon Gray threw two scoreless innings

for Colorado, striking out two while allowing two
hits. Tony Wolters hit a three-run homer for the
Rockies. Dodgers starter Kenta Maeda walked two
and gave up a run in two innings.

CUBS 4, WHITE SOX 4
White Sox slugger Jose Abreu hit a two-run

homer, his first of the spring, as part of a two-hit
day. Abreu left for Miami after the game to attend
to a personal matter. He is expected back today.
Addison Russell and Wilson Contreras each hit their
first homers of the spring for the Cubs in a game
called after nine innings. Brett Anderson, who
signed in January with the Cubs on a one-year deal,
threw a scoreless inning.

ATHLETICS 5, GIANTS 4
Athletics free-agent addition Matt Joyce home-

red and Rajai Davis and Stephen Vogt each had two
hits. Brandon Belt hit a solo homer for San
Francisco. Starter Jeff Samardzija went one inning,
allowing two runs and three hits.

INDIANS 3, RANGERS (ss) 2
Indians starter Carlos Carrasco gave up three hits

and two runs in two innings. Carlos Santana dou-
bled and singled for Cleveland. Juremi Profar,
younger brother of Texas infielder Jurickson Profar,
hit a first-inning triple and scored on a home run by
Nomar Mazara.

BREWERS 5, RANGERS (ss) 0
Lewis Brinson got three hits for Milwaukee and

Scooter Gennett added two hits with a walk. Shin-
Soo Choo and Rougned Odor had two of the
Rangers’ three hits.

ANGELS 5, PADRES 3
Two-time MVP Mike Trout walked both times up

in his spring debut for the Angels. Padres All-Star
first baseman Wil Myers hit an RBI single.

DIAMONDBACKS 6, REDS 1
Patrick Corbin struck out three in two hitless

innings for Arizona. Scott Feldman gave up two
runs in 1 2/3 innings for Cincinnati. — AP

Mets minor leaguer Tebow hits 

nine homers in batting practice

NEW DELHI:  Australia paceman Mitchell
Starc is bracing for a heavier workload in
the second test against India having hardly
broken a sweat in his team’s romp in the
series opener in Pune.

With spin twins Steve O’Keefe and
Nathan Lyon claiming 17 of the 20 Indian
wickets, Starc and pace colleague Josh
Hazlewood bowled a combined 20 overs as
Australia triumphed by 333 runs inside
three days to go 1-0 up in the four-test
series. “It’s amazing. I think it’s making up
for the summer Josh and I had,” Starc told
reporters on Tuesday.

“The spinners bowled really well and the
pitch didn’t have much in it for Josh and
me. There was very minimal natural swing
because it was so abrasive and it didn’t
really go too much reverse.

“But when Steve’s taking that many
wickets and Nathan’s bowling really well
there’s not really much need for us on that
wicket.” World number one India were all
out for 105 in the first innings and man-
aged only two more in the second before
succumbing to a crushing defeat that

snapped their 19-test unbeaten streak.
With the smarting hosts unlikely to

repeat the mistake of rolling out another
turning track at Bengaluru, Starc reckoned
he and Hazlewood would have to shoulder
more responsibility in the match starting
on Saturday. “I’m sure it will be a pretty dry
wicket again, so that ’ll  probably help
reverse swing there and it’s something we’ll
be working hard at all the time in the nets,”
said the 27-year-old.

“It’s about looking after that shine on an
abrasive square.  And if it’s not going to
spin as much in Bangalore, we’re going to
have to make sure we’re using that reverse
swing to make up for not as much spin as
we’ve seen here in Pune.”

Starc did not hide his glee at having
silenced those who had predicted a 4-0
whitewash for his team though he refused
to get totally carried away.

“To shut a few people up and really
show that this young team is here to play
has been great for the group. But it’s one
test win, it’s not a series win yet so we’ll be
doing all we can,” he added. — Reuters

Australia’s Starc ready for

heavier workload in Bengaluru 

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: President of Kuwait Tennis
Federation, Chairman of the Higher
Organization Committee Sheikh Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
said all preparations are ready for Kuwait’s
8th Open Tennis Tournament 2017, to start
tomorrow and will continue until March
14. Kuwait Tennis Open tournament is
considered the biggest tournament
organized by KTF during the entire season,
and it has an unprecedented participation
this year in various age categories in addi-
tion to ambassadors and diplomatic core
in Kuwait. The tournament includes 411
singles, 413 singles, 417 juniors singles,
pioneers above 45, pioneer singles above
55, pioneers doubles above 45, men sin-
gles, men’s doubles, girls 418 singles,
ladies singles and diplomats singles.

HOC Chairman Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber
said the committee completed its prepara-

tions to ensure its success and bring it out
in a way that is suitable for Kuwait and KTF.
He said this year’s tournament sees the
participation of all sports clubs who par-
ticipate in tennis activities. He said the
committee had to stop receiving addition-
al participants and the registration period
was not extended despite the heavy num-
ber of those wishing to participate due to
the limited number of courts. He hoped
the new facility “Sheikh Jabar Al-Abdallah
International Tennis Complex” will accom-
modate all tennis players who wish to par-
ticipate in the upcoming tournaments.
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdallah
thanked all those who contributed to
ensure the tournament’s success including
official sponsors. The tournament will be
held at the KTF courts and Yarmouk Sports
Club courts, and will be officiated by gen-
eral referee Barrak Al-Jouhari, assisted by
Omaima Mohammad Ghafeel, Adel Al-
Mansour, and Al-Haza Hamdi.

Kuwait’s 8th Open Tennis 

tournament begins tomorrow


