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Russia pleased with level 
of ties with Arab nations

MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin yesterday
expressed satisfaction at the existing ties between his nation
with Arab and Islamic states. Putin, during a ceremonial recep-
tion of new ambassadors’ credentials at the Kremlin,
expressed support for the Iraqi Government’s efforts aimed at
confronting international terrorism and extremism, according
to the Russian Television. The president emphasized necessity
of preserving Iraq’s territorial sanctity and unity “with consid-
eration to interests of all ethnic and religious communities” in
the country. On Moscow’s ties with Doha, Qatar, Putin boasted
of the level of the current relations between the Russian and
Qatari leaderships, noting coordination at committees’ level
for holding some matches of the forthcoming World Cup, to
be held in the two countries.  Moreover, Russia and Qatar are
bonded with mutual interests in financial and investment
realms, he said, also indicating at coordination between
Moscow and Doha over pending regional issues, namely ter-
rorism and resolving conflicts in the Middle East.

Kuwait organizes a soccer 
tourney for the displaced 

IRBIL: The Kuwaiti diplomatic mission in northern Iraq has
expanded and diversified its efforts to relieve war-relocat-
ed Iraqis by organizing a soccer tournament that involved
up to 20 teams. The championship was organized at the
shanty towns housing the displaced Iraqis, Hassan Sham
and Al-Khazer. A concluding ceremony was held, with
attendance of Irbil Governor, Nawzad Hadi yesterday.
Kuwait General Consul in Ibril Dr Omar Al-Kanderi, said in
remarks to Kuwait News Agency (KUNA), yesterday, that
the Kuwaiti mission organized the tournament with the
aim of encouraging sports in the northern regions.
Moreover, such activity helps in boosting morale and co-
existence among these Iraqis, who have been forced to
seek safety in the region, fleeing fighting in other areas of
the country. Hadi for his part expressed gratitude to Kuwait
Red Crescent Society (KRCS), the Kuwait Relief Society and
other philanthropic associations for helping the displaced
in coordination with the government of Kurdistan’s region.

Kuwait, Egypt ink $55 
million loan accord 

CAIRO: The Egyptian Government and Kuwait Fund for
Arab Economic Development (KFAED) signed yesterday
the second loan accord, worth KD 18.5 million ($55 mil-
lion). The new agreement, designed to contribute to
financing construction of a sea water desalination plant in
East Port Said, was signed by Egyptian Minister of
International Investment Dr Sahar Nasr and KFAED
Director General Abdulwahab Al-Badr. The plant, with a
projected 250,000 cubic meter per day capacity, will
secure drinking water to East Port City, currently under
construction. With its building, due to end by 2019, up to
150,000 cubic meter of water will be initially secured per
day. A 700-km-long network of pipes will be built, along
with reservoirs, electrical and mechanical installations. 

Capricious weather in Kuwait 
ahead of summer - forecast

KUWAIT: Volatile weather patterns are expected in Kuwait dur-
ing this transitional period as winter slowly subsides to herald
the arrival of summer season, meteorologist Abdulaziz Al-Qarawi
said yesterday. Speaking to KUNA, Al-Qarawi said that weather is
typically unstable during this time of year, where temperatures
gradually begin to rise with winds spewing out dust that could
reduce visibility. Yesterday’s weather was mostly sunny with
northeasterly winds that later turned northwesterly at speeds of
15-50 km/h, he noted. Moreover, weather is expected to be mod-
erate with light northwesterly winds between 10-35 km/h, while
temperatures will be within the range of 14-16 degrees. Warm
weather will prevail with light to moderate northwesterly winds
between 10-32 km/h, as temperatures are forecasted to be
between 25-27 degree Celsius during the day and 12-15 degree
Celsius at night. Al-Qarawi noted that light northeasterly winds
between 10-32 km/h will be expected tomorrow. 

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for
Agriculture Affairs and Fish Resources
(PAAF) is working hard on a multitude of
agricultural and development projects to
increase its share in Kuwait’s GNP proj-
ects, Director General Faisal Al-Hasawi has
said. This is part of the state efforts to
diversify the sources of national income,
Al-Hasawi said in an interview yesterday.

The authority has cut a long path in
the implementation of a variety of devel-
opment projects, and many others will
follow, he said.

A major venture is that of food security
PAAF has adopted for the reorganization
and development of the agricultural sec-
tor on modern economic, professional,
and scientific basis, to encourage national
investments in the field, the PAAF chief
said. This aims to create a national organ-
ized agricultural sector that contributes to
economic development, he said, adding
that part of the project was breeding
sheep and growing animal feed in Al-
Abadly, north of Kuwait. “It is an integrat-
ed project that reduces reliance on
imported fodder and meat, consisting of
200 farms, thus lessening the burden on
the state budget,” Al-Hasawi stressed.  

The food security plan also includes a

cattle-fattening project of 50 lots of land,
with total area of 170,000 square meters.
Unluckily, this promising project has tem-
porarily been suspended, as a railway line
connecting Kuwait with GCC countries is
planned to go through it. PAAF has been
offered a new area of land which is being
prepared to resume production, Al-Hasawi
said.  Many chicken breeding and fish
farming projects are also targeted for food
security.  He noted that the main project
employs modern agricultural researches
and techniques for boosting production.

As for fish wealth, Al-Hasawi said they
are working on a host of projects on two

major directions; the first of which is pro-
tecting the marine environment against
depletion of natural resources through
establishing natural protectorates. The
second is developing and diversifying the
sources of fish wealth through fish farm-
ing to provide production at considerable
prices through the year. Al-Hasawi point-
ed to the close cooperation between
PAAF and the Environment Public
Authority (EPA) for preservation of the
marine environment.  

Meanwhile, PAAF Director General,
said that authority is always on alert to
protect the country against animal epi-
demics and diseases, through consolidat-
ing quarantines and providing them with
state of the art equipment and expertise,
as well as coordinating with the con-
cerned state bodies such as the General
Administration of Customs and the
Interior Ministry. Al-Hasawi pointed to
PAAF’s scientific cooperation with the
world’s organizations and leading centers
such as the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) and the Arab
Organization for Agricultural
Development (AOAD). Coordination is
underway for opening offices for the FAO
and AOAD in Kuwait, he said. —KUNA

Agricultural projects 

to boost Kuwait GNP

Director General of the Public
Authority for Agriculture Affairs and
Fish Resources (PAAF) Faisal Al-Hasawi

ANKARA: A Turkish MP thanked Kuwait for supporting demo-
cratically elected government in Ankara against the failed
coup attempt, which took place mid-July 2016. His Highness
the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
supported the Turkish people shortly after the failed coup bid,
and condemned the attempt, MP Dr Halil Ozcan said in a
statement to KUNA, on the occasion of the state visit of His
Highness the Amir to Turkey. 

Ozcan, who chaired the Turkish-Saudi Friendship
Committee at the parliament, said Kuwait has been standing
by Turkey in the face of the “terrorist” groups, foremost
Fethullah Gulen organization. His Highness the Amir’s talks
with Turkish leaders would focus on the fight against terror-
ism, regional security, conflicts in Syria, Iraq and Yemen, in
addition to bilateral economic relations, he added.

Ozcan underlined utmost importance of security coopera-
tion vis-a-vis terrorism, and should be followed by political,
economic and strategic cooperation. He urged politicians and
businesspersons to join hands to achieve stability and security
in the region. Ozcan believed that Turkey was currently wit-
nessing political and economic stability, anticipating the April
16 referendum on constitutional amendments to pave way for
more openness in Turkish-Kuwaiti relations.

He meanwhile called for formation of civil society organiza-
tions that would help bring Turkish and Kuwaiti citizens closer.
Asked about humanitarian issues, Ozcan said Turkey opened
its doors for the Syrian people since the crisis in their country

broke out in March 2011.  He said Turkey received three mil-
lion Syrians and spent more than $25 billion to build shelters
and provide services. Ozcan praised Kuwait public and private
sectors for offering huge humanitarian aid for Syrian refugees.
He called for setting up a partnership between humanitarian
institutions in Turkey and Kuwait to carry out relief programs
in disaster zones, especially in Africa. —KUNA
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