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SAN DIEGO: Just a week ago, Nadia Hanan Madalo and
her family had received news that refugees like them
have been waiting to hear: They had seats on a flight
bound for the US from Iraq, with an arrival just before the
latest Trump administration travel ban was to take effect.
But until they set foot on American soil, they weren’t sure.
All Madalo’s family knew was that they couldn’t go back
to their Christian village. Islamic State fighters had invad-
ed several years ago, and only devastation remains. Roads
are filled with land mines. 

The town has been destroyed. And their family home
was burned to the ground. “Thank God we ran from there
and come here,” she told her brother in Arabic, who trans-
lated her words to English after Madalo, her husband and
four children arrived to the San Diego airport Wednesday.
Tears streamed down her face as she gave him, her other
siblings and mother long embraces. As Madalo and her
family flew to the US on Wednesday, a federal judge in
Hawaii put a hold on President Trump’s newest ban - the
latest development in a fight between the administration
and the courts that has injected more uncertainty into the
lives of refugees.

Resettlement agencies say more than 67,000
refugees were in the stages of being approved and
allowed into the US when Trump’s January order halted
travel for 90 days from seven majority-Muslim countries:
Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen. The
order also suspended the refugee program for 120 days.
After a federal court in California blocked the order in
February, declaring it unconstitutional, thousands
rushed to get in before the anticipated new order was
issued. The Trump administration said the revised ban
addresses the legal problems of the last one, and
dropped Iraq from the list of countries.

The law is clear 
US District Judge Derrick Watson blocked the order,

citing “questionable evidence supporting the govern-
ment’s national security motivation.” Trump, who has said
the order is necessary to prevent terrorists from entering
the US, criticized the ruling, saying: “The danger is clear.
The law is clear.” Madalo and her family were booked on a
refugee flight leaving Wednesday after originally offered
yesterday, the day the travel ban was to go into effect.
The renewed order allowed refugees with booked tickets
by the end of Thursday to still come into the country until
the end of the month.

They felt lucky, after waiting for four years to get into
the United States. Madalo’s sister in Lebanon is among
those still waiting for approval. Before leaving, Madalo
and her husband returned one last time to their village.
The family had not been back in three years since IS fight-
ers moved in. Government forces have since pushed the
fighters out, but their home was in ruins - grim confirma-
tion that they needed to leave. Still, it was a difficult
moment. Madalo’s husband, Salim Tobiya Kato, cried for
hours as he said goodbye to his siblings, not knowing
when he would see them again. “It’s hard to leave my
birthplace, where all my memories are, and where my
parents are buried,” he said. At the same time, he looked
forward to reuniting with his 21-year-old son who got
into the US a year earlier. — AP

WASHINGTON: While shamrocks and
smiles typically define the Irish prime
minister’s traditional St. Patrick’s Day vis-
it to the White House, with President
Donald Trump the celebration could
turn more serious. Taoiseach Enda
Kenny has signaled that he will use the
meeting - scheduled for yesterday, one
day before St. Patrick’s Day - to talk
about Brexit and Trump’s immigration
policies. Kenny, who labeled Trump’s
language “dangerous” during the cam-
paign, has said it is important to keep
the standing date, which some critics
have suggested he should cancel.

Speaking to The Irish Times, Kenny
said, “European leaders need to be over
here talking to Republicans, Democrats
and the administration about what
membership of the European Union
means and the relationship that it can
have with as powerful an entity as the
United States.” Earlier this year, Trump
said Britain’s decision to leave the
European Union would “end up being a
great thing” and predicted the bloc
would continue to break apart. The

comments echoed Trump’s rhetoric dur-
ing his presidential campaign. Kenny
will be the first European Union politi-
cian to meet with Trump after British
Prime Minister Theresa May. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel
was scheduled to come to the White
House on Tuesday, but that visit was
moved back to Friday because of the
snow. Kenny also plans to push Trump
on his plans for Irish people living in the
country i l legally.  At a dinner in
Washington Wednesday night, Kenny
said, “We will  of course raise with
Congress and with President Trump
himself that the necessary work will be
done for our undocumented to be
allowed to come in from the cold, feel
the warmth of this great country and
relieve the burden of having to live in
that limbo land.”

Trump ran on a promise to curtail ille-
gal immigration. His revised travel ban,
affecting travelers from six Muslim-
majority nations, was set to go effect yes-
terday before it was put on hold
Wednesday by a federal judge in Hawaii.

Richard Haas, president of the Council on
Foreign Relations, a nonpartisan think
tank, said this meeting is more serious
than in past years largely because of the
fallout from Brexit, which is raising con-
cerns about Ireland’s economic prospects
and the future for Northern Ireland,
which is part of the United Kingdom. 

Positive outcomes
He said, “You add all this up and this

has become a much more substantive
meeting.” Kenny spokesman Feargal
Purcell said Kenny wants to discuss ways
to find “positive outcomes” for an esti-
mated 50,000 Irish people in the country
illegally, and he will “outline the positive
engagement there can be between
Europe and the United States, especially
in a post Brexit context.” The St. Patrick’s
Day White House event dates back to
the 1950s and has become an important
standing engagement for Ireland, which
has strong emotional and ancestral ties
to the United States. 

The prime minister is set to have a
one-on-one meeting with Trump yester-
day, as well as attend a luncheon at the
Capitol and an evening reception at the
White House. Traditionally, the prime
minister presents the president with a
bowl of shamrocks to mark the occasion.
Last year, Kenny was greeted warmly by a
green tie-wearing President Barack
Obama, who gave an affectionate
speech, calling it one of his favorite
events of the year, because “I get to wel-
come my people.” According to Census
data, 32.7 million United States residents
claimed Irish ancestry in 2015, making it
the second most commonly cited
European ancestry, following German. 

Trump earl ier  this  month pro-
claimed March as Ir ish-American
Heritage Month, as the president does
every year. This may be the last year
Kenny, Ireland’s leader since 2011,
makes the White House pilgrimage on
behalf of Ireland. Kenny, who has faced
pressure from party colleagues to
resign over a stumbling response to a
police scandal, has said he will address
his political future when he returns
from America. — AP
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WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump is defending his fre-
quent-and often incendiary-use of Twitter by saying that the
social media platform lets him bypass the “dishonest” press.
“Maybe I would not be here if it wasn’t for Twitter,” Trump said
in an interview with Fox News late Wednesday. “I get such a
fake and dishonest press,” he said, singling out the CNN news
channel and the three main US networks-ABC, CBS and NBC.
But Trump said he was “not including Fox because I think Fox
has been fair to me.”

Much of the press “is not honest... I have close to 100 mil-
lion people watching me on Twitter, including Facebook and
Instagram,” he said. “I have my own form of media.” The
@realDonaldTrump account on Twitter has just over 26 million
followers. “When I say things, the press does not cover me
accurately,” Trump said, while emphasizing that “Twitter is a
wonderful thing for me.” On March 4, Trump set off a furor
when he tweeted that president Barack Obama had put a
wiretap on communications at Trump Tower, the New York

home of the president and first family, before the November 8
election. Senior lawmakers with the House Intelligence
Committee who are investigating the matter said they have
seen no evidence to support the claim. But Trump told Fox
News that the White House “will be submitting things before
the committee very soon that hasn’t been submitted as of
yet,” without offering details. Trump also directed particular
ire at the NBC network. “I made a fortune for NBC with ‘The
Apprentice’,” he said, referring to the TV show he once hosted.
“I was on for 14 seasons.” 

And now, “You see what happens when I am not on? It was
a disaster.” In January, Trump mocked the show’s low ratings,
blaming its current host, the Hollywood star and ex-California
governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, for a poor performance.
Schwarzenegger said in March that he was quitting the show
because it had too much “baggage”-specifically Trump’s name
in the credits as executive producer, which he said has scared
away sponsors and viewers.—AFP 

NEW YORK: In this file photo, Irish Prime Minister Enda Kenny speaks in New
York. —AP
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SAN DIEGO: Nadia Hanan Madalo, center right, hugs
her mother, Alyshooa Kannah, center left, at the air-
port after arriving from Iraq in San Diego.—AP


