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TOKYO: US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, left, shakes hands with his Japanese counterpart Fumio Kishida, right, at the
end of a joint press conference after their talks at the Iikura Guesthouse in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

TOKYO: Two decades of diplomacy
aimed at curbing North Korea’s nuclear
ambitions have failed and a new
approach is needed, the United States’
top envoy said yesterday. During a visit
to Japan at the start of an Asian tour,
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said
China needed to play its part in reining
in its errant neighbor. In his first major
foray into crisis diplomacy, the new US
envoy is looking to reassure key Asian
allies that Washington stands with them
in the face of the accelerating nuclear
and missile threats from North Korea.

But he warned that past policies and
punishments have had virtually no
effect on Pyongyang’s ambitions. “I
think it’s important to recognize that the
diplomatic and other efforts of the past
20 years to bring North Korea to a point
of denuclearization have failed,” he told
a press conference with Japan’s Foreign
Minister Fumio Kishida. “In the face of
the ever escalating threat it is clear that
a new approach is required.” He also
said that the US will continue to work
closely with Japan and South Korea in
countering the threat, but also extended
an olive branch to the country’s people.

“North Korea and its people need
not fear the United States or their

neighbors in the region who seek only
to live in peace with North Korea,” he
said, suggesting that criticism was
aimed at the regime in Pyongyang.
President Donald Trump had caused
consternation during his White House
campaign by suggesting US allies Japan
and South Korea need to do more to
defend themselves, but since taking
office has been careful to offer com-
plete support. Tillerson, the former oil-
man Trump chosen to head his diplo-
matic team, reiterated that message. 

“The US Japan alliance remains the
cornerstone of peace and stability in the
Asia-Pacific region,” he told Kishida earli-
er at the start of their meeting, before he
held talks Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. But
he also stressed the importance of three-
way cooperation with South Korea, call-
ing it “critical in particular as we address
North Korea’s nuclear and ballistic mis-
siles programs”. Kishida, meanwhile,
thanked Tillerson for US backing.

Other actions   
“I highly value the fact that you chose

Japan as your first place to visit in Asia,”
he said, adding that it indicates the
“importance” the US attaches to the
relationship. The tour, which also

includes South Korea and China, is
Tillerson’s first major foray into crisis
diplomacy, after brief trips to Bonn and
Mexico City. After Tokyo, Tillerson will fly
to Seoul for talks with South Korea’s act-
ing leader, and at the weekend he heads
to Beijing amid reports he will seek to
finalize plans for Chinese leader Xi
Jinping to visit Trump in April.

US officials have been spooked by
North Korea’s accelerating progress
towards building an intercontinental
ballistic missile that could threaten US
mainland cities. China is perhaps the last
country with significant leverage over
North Korea, which has ignored several
rounds of UN-backed sanctions target-
ing its banned weapons program.

“We do believe they have a very
important role to play,” Tillerson said of
Beijing. “We will be having discussions
with China as to other actions that they
should be undertaking.” Beijing shares
US concerns over Pyongyang’s attempts
to build an arsenal of nuclear devices,
but has been much more measured in
its reaction to the ballistic missile pro-
gram. Xi’s government is publicly more
concerned about Washington’s decision
to deploy the THAAD missile defense
program in South Korea.  —AFP 

Two decades of efforts to 

disarm N Korea have failed 

KATHMANDU: Political parties from southern Nepal
withdrew support from the government yesterday,
weakening an already fragile administration and
throwing long overdue elections further into doubt.
An alliance of ethnic Madhesi parties joined the gov-
ernment when it formed last August on the proviso
that the constitution be amended to grant the indige-
nous plains people greater political representation.

But the legislation has been deadlocked in parlia-
ment for months, angering the Madhesis who had
warned the government they would not remain idle.
“We had given the government a seven-day ultima-
tum to address our demands, but they did nothing,”
Laxman Lal Karna, a leader of the United Democratic
Madhesi Front (UDMF), said.

The office of the speaker of the parliament con-
firmed they had received a notice of withdrawal from
the Madhesi alliance. The government had anticipat-
ed a rebellion by the Madhesi, and last week man-
aged to cobble together enough extra support to
ensure its brittle coalition retained a majority in par-
liament. “The government still has the numbers, but
when it was formed it was to amend the constitution
with the Madhesis,” said Kathmandu-based political
analyst Vijay Kant Karna.

“Now a new kind of conflict arises.” The Madhesis
have vowed to disrupt local elections slated for
May-the first in nearly two decades-by striking
across the lowlands that border India where around
half of Nepal’s population lives. The alliance would

“further intensify” its campaign against the long-
awaited polls, the UDMF’s Karna said, which has
already seen clashes between government forces
and Madhesi protesters.

Earlier this month, five minority Nepalis were
killed when police opened fire as protesters tried to
disrupt a rally by the main opposition party in Saptari,
a Madhesi stronghold. Madhesis staged a months-
long border blockade when Nepal’s constitution was
passed in September 2015, leading to a crippling
shortage of essential goods in the landlocked
Himalayan nation. More than 50 people died in clash-
es before parliament agreed to amend the constitu-
tion and redraw federal boundaries, a move that
would grant Madhesis greater political clout. —AFP 

Ethnic parties withdraw from Nepal government

Troubled waters? India fast-tracks 

hydro projects in disputed Kashmir

NEW DELHI: India has fast-tracked hydropower projects
worth $15 billion in Kashmir in recent months, three federal
and state officials said, ignoring warnings from Islamabad that
power stations on rivers flowing into Pakistan will disrupt
water supplies. The swift approval of projects that had lan-
guished for years came after Prime Minister Narendra Modi
suggested last year that sharing the waterways could be con-
ditional on Pakistan clamping down on anti-India militants
that New Delhi says it shelters.

Pakistan has opposed some of these projects before, say-
ing they violate a World Bank-mediated treaty on the sharing
of the Indus river and its tributaries upon which 80 percent of
its irrigated agriculture depends. The schemes, the largest of
which is the 1,856 MW Sawalkote plant, will take years to
complete, but their approval could prove a flashpoint
between the nuclear-armed neighbors at a time when rela-
tions are at a low ebb.

“I say the way you look at these projects, it is not purely a
hydro project. Broaden it to a strategic water management,
border management problem, and then you put in money,”
said Pradeep Kumar Pujari, the top ranking official in the pow-
er ministry. Pakistan denies any involvement in the 28-year
armed insurgency in Indian Kashmir and has repeatedly urged
New Delhi to hold talks to decide the future of the region. 

Pakistan’s foreign ministry spokesman, Nafees Zakaria, said
he would confer with the Ministry of Water and Power on the
proposed Indian projects, saying it was a technical matter. He
noted, however, that India would be attending a regular
meeting of the Indus Commission later this month in Lahore,
even though the broader peace dialogue was on hold. “It
seems that finally India has realized the importance of this
mechanism under the IWT (Indus Waters Treaty) for resolving
water disputes related to the Indus water and its tributaries.”

Triple power
Six hydro projects in Indian Kashmir either cleared viability

tests or the more advanced environment and forest expert
approvals in the last three months, two officials in India’s
Water Resources Ministry and the Central Electricity Authority
said separately. Together these projects on the Chenab river, a
tributary of the Indus, would triple hydropower generation in
Jammu and Kashmir from the current level of 3,000 MW, the
biggest jump in decades, added the officials, declining to be
named because the approvals had not yet been made public.

“We have developed barely one-sixth of the hydropower
capacity potential in the state in the last 50 years,” the senior
official at the Water Resources Ministry said. “Then one fine
morning, you see we cleared six to seven projects in three
months; it definitely raises concern in Pakistan.” Pakistan’s
water supply is dwindling because of climate change, outdat-
ed farming techniques and an exploding population. A 2011
report by the US Senate Committee on Foreign Relations said
New Delhi could use these projects as a way to control
Pakistan’s supplies from the Indus, seen as its jugular vein.

“The cumulative effect of these projects could give India
the ability to store enough water to limit the supply to
Pakistan at crucial moments in the growing season,” it said.
India says the projects are “run-of-the-river” schemes that use
the river’s flow and elevation to generate electricity rather
than large reservoirs, and do not contravene the treaty.
Environmental groups have questioned whether the govern-
ment has followed proper procedures in fast-tracking projects
located in a highly seismic area. —Reuters


