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BEIJING: China insisted yesterday
that its proposal for de-escalating
tensions on the Korean peninsula was
the “only feasible plan” and chal-
lenged the United States to come up
with something better .  Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi called last
week for North Korea to suspend its
nuclear  and missi le  act ivit ies  in
exchange for the US and South Korea
halting military exercises to avert a
dangerous confrontation.

But Washington has rebuffed
Beijing’s proposal and yesterday US

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson sig-
naled a harder American line, saying
in Tokyo that diplomatic efforts to
rein in North Korea over the past 20
years had failed. “Under the current
circumstances,  we bel ieve that
(China’s proposal) is the only correct,
rational, feasible plan so far,” Chinese
foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying said. 

“If the US or another country has a
better plan, a better proposal, they can
bring it out. “As long as the proposal is
conducive to reducing the current ten-

sions, and to bringing the relevant par-
ties back to dialogue and negotiation
in order to resolve the Korean nuclear
issue, we will have an open and con-
structive attitude.” 

Hua spoke in Beijing at almost the
same time that Tillerson made his
comments in Tokyo, so it was not clear
whether her statement was a direct
response to the US secretary of state.

In Japan at the start of an Asian
tour that will also take him to Seoul
and Beij ing, Til lerson said “a new
approach” was required in dealing

with Pyongyang and that China need-
ed to play its part in bringing its
unpredictable neighbor under control.
China is perhaps the only country with
significant leverage over North Korea,
which has ignored several rounds of
UN-backed sanctions targeting its
banned weapons program.

It has recently set regional alarm
bells ringing anew with a nuclear
test  last  September  and miss i le
launches more recently, all of which
it is banned from doing by UN reso-
lutions.—AFP 

Got any better ideas? China asks on N Korea

BEIJING: China and Saudi Arabia signed
agreements potentially worth tens of
billions of dollars yesterday, Beijing said,
as President Xi Jinping welcomed Saudi
King Salman on a state visit. The visit by
the 81-year-old king comes as China
pursues a charm offensive towards the
Middle East, where it has previously kept
a low profile. The trip returns the favor
after Xi visited the kingdom last year as
part of the first state visit to the Middle
East by a Chinese leader in seven years.

No specifics were given about the 14
memoranda of understanding that were
signed at Beijing’s Great Hall of the
People, which included agreements in
energy, and a range of other spheres.
But China’s Vice Foreign Minister Zhang
Ming told reporters various projects
could be worth up to $65 billion. King
Salman arrived Wednesday with a
reportedly massive entourage of around
1,000 people following stops in Japan,
Malaysia and Indonesia as part of a
month-long Asia tour.

Local media in countries they visited
have fixated on Salman’s lavish travelling
party, which is said to have included lux-
ury vehicles, an 80-inch television and
hundreds of tons of luggage. China is piv-
oting towards the Middle East, and Saudi

Arabia is strengthening its alliances in
east Asia, as the United States’ global
diplomatic stance under President
Donald Trump remains unclear.

A new approach 
China depends on the volatile Middle

East for oil supplies but has long taken a
back seat in its disputes. But over the
past year Xi has taken a new approach,
with steps that include offering to host
talks between the opposing parties in
the Syrian conflict. Zhang said both the
Syrian and Yemen wars were discussed
yesterday, with the two parties agreeing
that the crises should be resolved
through political discussions. China is
also pushing Xi’s signature “One Belt,
One Road” policy, a strategy to increase
trade links and market connectivity
between China, Europe and regions in
between, based loosely on the ancient
“Silk Road” trading route.

“This visit will push forward and con-
tinue to improve the quality of our rela-
tions and bear new fruit,” Xi told the
king, who entered their meeting walk-
ing gingerly with a cane and later
arrived at the day’s closing ceremonies
in a small green motorized cart. China
has been Saudi Arabia’s largest trading

partner since 2015 and the kingdom
was for years the biggest source of
crude oil for the fuel-hungry Chinese
economy. Russia last year supplanted
the Saudis as China’s top oil source,
according to official Chinese statistics.

The visit is the monarch’s first to
China since taking the throne in 2015.
Ties between Riyadh and Washington
were strained during the Obama admin-
istration, and although they are expect-
ed to improve under Trump, the Saudis
are keen to solidify east Asian ties as a
hedge. “Past (China-Saudi) ties were
good, but at least from a Saudi perspec-
tive, can use a significant boost,” said
Joseph Kechichian, a senior fellow at
Riyadh’s King Faisal Center for Research
and Islamic Studies.

In an interview with Chinese state
news agency Xinhua, Saudi ambassador
Turki Bin Mohamed Al-Mady empha-
sized his country’s potential role in the
“One Belt, One Road” initiative. “In terms
of strategic location, Saudi Arabia serves
as the central hub connecting three
continents-Asia, Africa and Europe-and
has been an important part of the initia-
tive,” Al-Mady said. Zhang said Salman
pledged Saudi Arabia’s enthusiastic par-
ticipation in the trade project.—AFP

KUALA LUMPUR: Interpol has issued an international arrest
warrant for four North Koreans wanted by Malaysian investi-
gators in connection with the assassination of Kim Jong-Nam,
the country’s police chief said yesterday. The estranged half-
brother of North Korea’s leader Kim Jong-Un was poisoned
with the lethal nerve agent VX in a brazen Cold War-style
killing on Feb 13 at Kuala Lumpur International Airport. Two
women-one Vietnamese and one Indonesian-have been
arrested and charged with the murder. 

Airport CCTV footage shows them approaching the victim
and apparently smearing his face with a piece of cloth.
Investigators are also seeking seven North Korean suspects,
four of whom left Malaysia on the day of the murder. The
police chief has said he believes they fled to Pyongyang while
the other three are hiding in North Korea’s embassy in Kuala
Lumpur. “We have obtained a red notice for the four North
Korean nationals who were at the airport on the day of the
incident and who have since left,” police chief Khalid Abu
Bakar told reporters.

“We... are hoping to get them through Interpol.” The red
notice alerts police in Interpol member countries to share any
information on the suspects with a view to potentially arresting
and extraditing them to face justice. North Korea is not part of
that network. The Interpol notice posted online shows four
North Korean men aged between 32 to 56 years old. They are
named as Hong Song Hak, Ri Ji Hyon, O Jong Gil and Ri Jae Nam.

Pyongyang has denounced the Malaysian investigation as
an attempt to smear the secretive regime, insisting that the
45-year-old most likely died of a heart attack. Seoul has
blamed Pyongyang for his death, but the North has rejected
those claims and has never confirmed the identity of the vic-
tim, who was carrying a passport bearing the name of Kim
Chol when he was attacked. Malaysia officially confirmed his
identity on Friday, later revealing that authorities used his fin-
gerprints and a DNA sample from one of his children to do so. 

The killing has triggered a bitter row between Malaysia and
North Korea, which have expelled each other’s ambassadors.
Three Malaysian embassy staff and six family members are
stranded in Pyongyang after North Korea barred Malaysians
from leaving the country last week, prompting a tit-for-tat
move by Kuala Lumpur. Kim’s wife and children, who were liv-
ing in exile in the Chinese territory of Macau, went into hiding
after the murder. There are fears his 21-year-old son, Kim Han-
Sol, could be targeted next.—AFP 

PUTRAJAYA: Royal Malaysian Police chief Khalid Abu
Bakar, center, speaks to members of the media after an
event in Putrajaya yesterday.—AFP
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BEIJING: Saudi King Salman, left, and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands as they attend the Road to the Arab
Republic - the closing ceremony of the artifacts unearthed in Saudi Arabia at China National Museum in Beijing, China,
yesterday.—AP


