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LONDON: Fernando Alonso, as frus-
trated as any double Formula One
world champion would be in a slow
and unreliable car,  summed up
McLaren’s testing woes in terms guar-
anteed to make Honda executives
wince. “We have only one problem,
and that is the power unit. 

There is no reliability and there is no
power,” the Spaniard told reporters.
Alonso did not stop there, quoted by
his home media as saying he was fully
motivated, the chassis felt good and
everyone in the team was ready to win
“apart from Honda”. 

“I am driving at my best...I feel the
best driver out there, I just need an
engine that can run as quick as the oth-
ers on the straights,” he said. Once
again, former champions McLaren are
heading to the Australian season-
opener with a distinct whiff of crisis

around them despite their best efforts
to rebrand, regroup and put the imme-
diate past at arms’ length. Media
reports in Britain and Spain have sug-
gested McLaren, who have publicly
stated their commitment to Honda,
could trigger break clauses and split at
the end of the year unless there is a
major improvement.

Ron Dennis is gone already as
McLaren’s big boss, ousted and
replaced late last year with the ever-
enthusiastic Zak Brown as executive
director. The look has changed, highly-
rated Belgian rookie Stoffel Vandoorne
has taken the seat vacated by 2009
champion Jenson Button, and the new
black and orange car was launched
with some optimism. 

Testing in Barcelona took away a
lot of the feelgood factor, however,
with both drivers struggling to get laps

under their belts due to failing power
units.  A website hasmclarenbrok-
endown.com is already up and run-
ning, joining the enduring Twitter
hashtag #placesalonsowouldratherbe.

Tough start
“Clearly we have problems,” said

Brown last week. “I think Melbourne is
going to be tough. I would be sur-
prised if we are where we need to be
and want to be by Melbourne. So it’s
going to be a tough start to the year.”
McLaren, who have not won a race
since 2012 but remain the sport’s sec-
ond most successful team in terms of
grand prix wins, finished sixth overall
last season. That was a big improve-
ment on the 2015 slump to ninth in the
first year of their new partnership with
the Japanese manufacturer, but still a
long way off where they want to be.

In the late 1980s and early 1990s,
with team mates Ayrton Senna and
Alain Prost fighting famous battles,
Honda and McLaren were dominant
but hopes of rekindling that magic are
fading fast. The Woking-based team
are looking for a title sponsor, having
been without one since Vodafone left
in 2012, and success on the track
always helps. Alonso could walk away
at the end of the season, even if he
says that his future remains a discus-
sion for the later part of the year. “It’s
only winter testing. I remember 2014,
Red Bull were doing like seven laps in
winter testing and won two or three
grands prix that year,” he said. “So let’s
say that the season is long enough that
you can have time to react. “But right
now there is no secret. We cannot pre-
tend that we are happy and everything
is going OK,” he added.— Reuters

Same old problems for new-look McLaren

LOS ANGELES: A runner-up finish in last year’s LPGA
Founders Cup sparked a back-to-back title run by top-
ranked Lydia Ko, who returns this week hoping for more
in the season’s first US event. The 19-year-old South
Korean-born New Zealand star has not won since last July,
working on swing changes and even a new putting grip
as she tries to remain world number one. Ko arrived at
Wildfire Golf Club in Phoenix, Arizona, ahead of the start
coming off top-10 showings in Thailand and Singapore in
her past two LPGA events. “Definitely nice to see some
good results the last couple weeks in Asia,” Ko said. “I hit
the ball pretty well in Australia. I really couldn’t score and
I couldn’t make the putts... It was nice to see a few drop
the last couple weeks.

“To see those kind of good results with all the changes
that have happened gives me a little bit of confidence
going into this stretch of events.” It’s a run where she
shined last year, going from second at Phoenix to win-
ning the Kia Classic, a title she defends next week, and her
second major crown at the ANA Inspiration, a crown she
tries to repeat in two weeks at Rancho Mirage, California.
“It’s always nice to be back to a place where you’ve
played well,” Ko said.  “I love the west coast. No matter
how well I play, I just enjoy these three stretch of events.”

It comes as Ko is finding success after changing cad-
dies, coaches and equipment providers. She is working on
a new swing that goes to the core of her patterns.
“Transition-wise has actually been very easy and pretty
smooth,” Ko said.  “I guess the hard part is because I have
my old habits and things that I’ve always done since I was
like five. Those things will always creep in here and there.”

Ko also decided it was time to adjust her putting grip
this year to a more conventional one. “I came back from
the off-season and said, ‘Man, the left-hand low felt a little
different.’ It felt a little uncomfortable,” she said. “Even
short putts for the conventional grip and the numbers
were just as good or even better. That was one of the rea-
sons I changed.” Ko has been atop the rankings for 73
consecutive weeks, which builds expectations she hopes
to fulfill.  “There are expectations-because you’re the
number one ranked players you should play well every
day, should be in contention every week,” she said. “I
would love that and I’m working towards being more
consistent week in and week out.”

Ko pays tribute to Palmer
As Ko looked forward to seeing some of the original

LPGA founding golfers this week, she pondered men’s
legend Arnold Palmer, whom she met at last year’s
Masters. “He was a people’s man. No matter his good day
or bad days, he was always there to support the fans that
came out, the volunteers, his fellow players.  That was
what made him, him,” Ko said. “Even though he was such
an incredible, amazing player, he was so approachable.”
Ko remarked on how men’s players this week at Bay Hill
for the Arnold Palmer Invitational wore Palmer’s trade-
mark umbrella logo this week. — AFP

Top-ranked Ko seeking more 

magic at LPGA Founders Cup

INDIAN WELLS: Nick Kyrgios overpow-
ered Novak Djokovic for the second
time in as many weeks on Wednesday to
book an Indian Wells quarter-final
against Roger Federer, who swatted
aside old foe Rafael Nadal. Kyrgios put
on another stellar serving display in a 6-
4, 7-6 (7/3) triumph that ended three-
time defending champion Djokovic’s
19-match winning streak in the first
Masters tournament of the year.

Federer, who added another chapter
to a storied rivalry with Nadal with an
epic Australian Open triumph in January,
dismantled the Spaniard 6-2, 6-3.  It was
the first time since their first meeting in
2004 that Federer and Nadal had met
before the quarter-finals of a tourna-
ment. An oddity of the rankings had
them and Djokovic-with 44 Grand Slam
titles among the three of them-all
grouped in the same quarter of the draw.

Djokovic was the first to fall, in the
face of relentless aggression from world
number 16 Kyrgios. “The run was amaz-
ing,” said Djokovic, who also won in
Indian Wells in 2008 and 2011 before
going on his roll from 2014-2016. “I am
very proud of it. It had to end at some
stage. Unfortunately, it was today.”
Kyrgios, 21, couldn’t match the 25 aces
he rained on Djokovic in a shock win in
Acapulco this month. But 14 aces were
plenty as he kept Djokovic off-balance
with a welter of 100mph-plus serves.
“That felt good to kind of prove it wasn’t
a one-off thing,” Kyrgios said. “It felt
good to back it up again.”

A break in the first game of the
match was enough to give Kyrgios the
opening set.  Djokovic saved two break
points late in the second set as they bat-
tled to the tiebreaker which Kyrgios
dominated, sealing the win, fittingly,
with a final monster serve.” “It’s a gam-
ble,” Djokovic said of trying to anticipate
Kyrgios’s first serve. “His second serve, if
you think you’re going to have a look at
it, you don’t, because he goes for it as
well.” Kyrgios said that aggressive sec-
ond serve is a cornerstone of his game.
“It’s a high percentage for me to go big
under pressure,” he said. “That’s my
game style. If I miss, I miss, but I know I

went down playing my game.” Kyrgios,
already the youngest player to record
victories over Djokovic, Federer, Nadal,
Andy Murray and Stan Wawrinka, now
gets another crack at Federer, who need-
ed just 68 minutes to dispatch Nadal.
Federer broke Nadal to open the match,
and seized a second break and 4-1 with a
blistering backhand service return win-
ner. A forehand volley sealed the set,
and another forehand winner put
Federer up a break at 2-1 in the second.
Federer was firmly in control as Nadal
served to save the match at 5-3. An
unlucky netcord bounce, when Nadal’s
forehand clipped the net and rolled
back, gave Federer a double match
point, and with a backhand return down
the line the 36th meeting between the
two was his. The win marks the first time
in the rivalry that Federer has strung
together three wins over Nadal.

‘Impossible to win’
“In Australia was a very close match,”

Nadal said. “I had good chances to win.
Today, not. Today he played better than
me. These kind of matches, when you’re
not playing your match, it’s impossible
to win.” World number three Stan
Wawrinka, the highest-ranked player
remaining after the departures of
Djokovic and world number one Andy
Murray, labored past lucky loser
Yoshihito Nishioka 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 (7/4) to
reach the quarters.

Nishioka, ranked 70th in the world,
twice served for the match in the third
set but was broken both times before
Wawrinka subdued him in the tiebreak-
er.  “I’m really happy to get through for
sure,” said Wawrinka. “You have to be a
little bit lucky when he served twice for
the match.” 

Fourth-seeded Kei Nishikori of Japan
quietly reached the last eight with a 6-2,
6-4 victory over American Donald
Young. He’ll face American Jack Sock,
who beat Tunisia’s Malek Jaziri 4-6, 7-6
(7/1), 7-5. — AFP 

Kyrgios stuns Djokovic again 

as Federer races past Nadal

INDIAN WELLS: Novak Djokovic of Serbia serves to Nick Kyrgios of Australia
during the BNP Paribas Open at the Indian Wells Tennis Garden on March 15,
2017 in California.  — AFP 


