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KINGSTON UPON HULL:  World number
one Mohamed Elshorbagy, who headed
Egypt’s historic clean sweep of all four
finalists at last year’s British Open, is aim-
ing for a different kind of achievement at
the 2017 tournament which starts today.
The 27-year-old Bristol-based
Alexandrian will complete a hat-trick of
titles at the world’s oldest event if he tri-
umphs again, which would be the best
unbeaten British Open sequence by a
male player for two decades.  The last
man to win this tournament three times
in a row was Jansher Khan, the leg-

endary six-time champion from Pakistan.
While Elshorbagy may find it hard to
equal Jansher, it would nevertheless be
an outstanding achievement to win a
trio of titles in the faster, more prosper-
ous, and much more unpredictable
modern game.  Elshorbagy’s results have
been modest this year by his exceptional
standards, and include a loss to his
younger brother Marwan in his last tour-
nament, at Chicago three weeks ago. 

This may however be a misleading
sign. That is because Elshorbagy’s con-
cern is to avoid arriving in Hull in a simi-

lar state of near exhaustion to that with
which he struggled last year.  He has
competed less and embarked on better
balanced preparations at Millfield school
with the help of British Open legend
Jonah Barrington.  “I am at my most frag-
ile when I’ve had too many matches,”
Elshorbagy explained. 

He abandoned his hustling, energetic
style quite often at last year’s British
Open, relying instead on mental
strength and spoiling tactical varieties.

The wisdom of more careful prepara-
tions is emphasised by the boulder-

strewn path which has been placed
before Elshorbagy. 

He begins against Fares Dessouky, a
gifted young fellow Alexandrian who
got to the Canary Wharf final in London
ten days ago and reached a career-high
world number 11.

Trying to cope with this start may feel
formidably similar to facing a front-line
player amidst the inevitable uncertain-
ties of opening day conditions. 

And the doubtful reward for survival
might be another encounter with Daryl
Selby, the former British national cham-

pion who beat Elshorbagy at the St
George’s Hill tournament in London in
December.  He could then face a quar-
ter-final with another dangerous young
compatriot, Ali Farag, who upset him in
front of the Giza Pyramids in September,
and perhaps a semi-final with Nick
Matthew, the three-time former British
Open champion from England.

His marginally good news is that the
continued rise of Karim Gawad, the sur-
prise world champion, has earned the
number two seeding and ensured the
two cannot meet before the final. —AFP

Elshorbagy targets British Open hat-trick

LONDON: West Ham’s Andre Ayew celebrates after scoring during the English Premier League soccer match between West Ham and Leicester
City at London Stadium in London. — AP

Resurgent Mahrez helps 
Leicester win again

SQUASH

PARIS:  African Footballer of the Year Riyad
Mahrez opened the scoring as a Leicester City
revival continued at the weekend with a 3-2
English Premier League win at West Ham.

A return to form by the Algeria winger has
coincided with the ‘Foxes’ winning four consecu-
tive matches in all competitions since Italian
manager Claudio Ranieri was controversially
sacked. Gabonese Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang,
who preceded Mahrez as African Footballer of
the Year, remained the leading German
Bundesliga scorer after his goal gave Borussia
Dortmund a 1-0 win over Ingolstadt.

ENGLAND
RIYAD MAHREZ (Leicester)

The Algeria winger gave a strong display in
Leicester’s 3-2 victory at West Ham. Having
struggled for much of the season, he looks back
to his best since Ranieri’s sacking. Mahrez
enjoyed a stroke of luck to open the scoring in
the fifth minute when his cross evaded
Hammers goalkeeper Darren Randolph and
crept into the net.

ANDRE AYEW (West Ham)
The Ghana striker scored his fifth club goal of

the season, but couldn’t prevent West Ham suf-
fering more misery at their London Stadium
against Leicester. With West Ham trailing 3-1,
Ayew headed in after Andy Carroll won the ball
at the back post from a corner to reduce the
deficit in the 63rd minute. But the Hammers
couldn’t find an equaliser with Ayew guilty of fir-
ing over from one of hosts’ best opportunities.

IDRISSA GUEYE (Everton)
The Senegal midfielder was involved in a cru-

cial flashpoint in his side’s  4-0 win over Hull at
Goodison Park. Ronald Koeman’s team had
scored once in a tense encounter when Gueye
was caught by an aggressive challenge from Hull
midfielder Tom Huddlestone. Although Hull felt
the tackle was fair, the offence was deemed wor-
thy of a straight red card and Everton went on to
make the most of their numerical advantage.

RUDY GESTEDE (Middlesbrough)
The Benin striker notched his first Premier

League goal for Middlesbrough,  but
Manchester United ran out 3-1 winners at the
Riverside Stadium. Gestede had only one goal in
the FA Cup since joined Middlesbrough from
Aston Villa in January and he ended that barren
run with a cool close-range finish after Chris
Smalling failed to clear in the 77th minute.

SPAIN
KEVIN-PRINCE BOATENG (Las Palmas)

Ghanaian Boateng was central to Las Palmas’
1-0 win over Villarreal. The former AC Milan man
powered home a header for the only goal and
his eighth of the season after just 10 minutes.
Boateng was pulled down by Victor Ruiz when
clear on goal nine minutes later, provoking a red
card for the Villarreal defender.

LACINA TRAORE (Sporting Gijon)
Traore gave Sporting’s chances of beating the

drop a huge boast as his equaliser sparked a
three-goal burst in seven minutes to beat
Granada 3-1. The Ivory Coast striker tapped

home his second goal in Spanish football from
close range as Sporting leapfrogged Granada to
move within five points of safety.

ITALY
MOHAMED SALAH (Roma)

With Edin Dzeko on the bench for the visit of
Sassuolo, Salah provided Roma’s biggest attack-
ing threat and almost had the opener on two
minutes when he hit the side-netting. After
Leandro Paredes levelled Gregoire Defrel’s ninth-
minute strike for the visitors, Egyptian Salah put
Roma into the lead in first-half injury time when
he rushed in to poke home a loose ball after
Andrea Consigli had spilled Stephan El
Shaarawy’s shot in the six-yard box. Roma fin-
ished 3-1 winners.

AFRIYIE ACQUAH (Torino)
For a few second-half minutes Ghanaian mid-

fielder Acquah gave Torino fans hope of a win
over Inter Milan when he beat Samir Handanovic
with a superb strike. The 25-year-old’s maiden
Serie A goal of the season, and fifth in Italy’s top
flight, will be remembered, although it didn’t
win the game for Sinisa Mihajlovic’s men. Italy
winger Antonio Candreva levelled for Inter only
a few minutes later to grab a share of the points.

GERMANY
PIERRE-EMERICK AUBAMEYANG 

(Borussia Dortmund)
The Gabon hot-shot scored his ninth goal in

his last five games in Borussia Dortmund’s 1-0 win
at home to relegation-threatened Ingolstadt.
Aubameyang remains the league’s top scorer
with 23 league goals, ahead of Cologne’s Anthony
Modeste, who has 22, while Bayern Munich’s
Robert Lewandowski-last season’s Bundesliga
hot-shot with 30 — has netted 21 times.

SALOMON KALOU (Hertha Berlin)
The Ivory Coast veteran lasted just 30 min-

utes of Hertha’s 4-2 defeat at Cologne after his
thigh injury, which he picked up in training last
week, flared up. The 31-year-old was left limping
after a challenge from Cologne defender Pawel
Olkowski.

NABIL BENTALEB (Schalke 04) 
The Algeria midfielder squandered a golden

chance to score a late second goal for Schalke
when he came off the bench for their 1-0 win at
Mainz. The ex-Tottenham Hotspur player got
behind the defence and went one-on-one with
Mainz goalkeeper Jonas Loessl, but mistimed his
shot, which was saved. —AFP

LONDON:  Beleaguered Arsenal manager
Arsene Wenger has decided to stay at the
club, according to British media reports
yesterday.

The Daily Telegraph and Daily Mirror
said Wenger will inform Arsenal’s board he
wants to extend his contract, which expires
at the end of the season.  West Bromwich
Albion manager Tony Pulis also said
Wenger told him he intended to stay on
after Arsenal’s 3-1 defeat at The Hawthorns
on Saturday.  “I’ll be surprised if he goes,”
Pulis told reporters after Saturday’s game,
as revealed in Monday’s newspapers.

Asked why he thought Wenger would
stay, Pulis replied: “Because he told me.”
Wenger, 67, has come under fire from fans
after Arsenal were thrashed by Bayern
Munich in the Champions League and
slipped out of the Premier League’s top
four. Supporters renewed calls for him to
step down during and after the defeat at
West Brom, with some holding up
“WENGER OUT” banners.  Speaking after
the game, Wenger said he had made up his
mind about his future and would make his
intentions public “very soon”.

NEW CONTRACT 
Arsenal have not commented on the

reports on Wenger’s future.  But the club
have denied a claim in Monday’s edition of
German daily Bild that they have
approached Borussia Dortmund coach

Thomas Tuchel as a possible Wenger
replacement. “That’s not true,” an Arsenal
spokesman told Germany’s Sky Sports
News.  Wenger, Arsenal’s manager since
1996, is believed to have been offered a
new two-year contract. Arsenal’s support is
split over Wenger, who won seven trophies
in his first nine seasons as manager but has
won only two FA Cups in the 12 years since.
Rival groups of Arsenal supporters paid for
planes trailing banners that were both criti-
cal and supportive of him to fly over the sta-
dium during the game against West Brom.

One banner read “NO CONTRACT
#WENGER OUT”, the other: “IN ARSENE WE
TRUST #RESPECTAW”.

The defeat at West Brom was Arsenal’s
fourth in five league games and left them
in sixth place in the Premier League table,
six points below the Champions League
places with two games in hand.

They recently lost 10-2 on aggregate to
Bayern in the Champions League, going
out in the round of 16 for the seventh sea-
son running.  Wenger said his future at
Arsenal was not contingent on the club
securing a place in next season’s
Champions League.

“My decision will not necessarily be
linked with that because I’ve done the top
four 20 times. It’s more. It’s not that,” he
said. “I take a bigger perspective than that.
It’s not the last result that will decide what I
will do.” — AFP

Wenger wants to stay 
on at Arsenal: Reports

WEST BROMWICH: Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger, right, stands on the touchline. —AP

LONDON: Mauricio Pochettino says he is
constantly surprised by Dele Alli after the
Tottenham midfielder helped fill the gap left
by the injured Harry Kane.

Kane, the club’s leading scorer, has been
ruled out for six weeks after picking up an
ankle injury, forcing Pochettino to rejig his
team’s attack .   The Tottenham manager
selected South Korea forward Son Heung-Min
to replace Kane against Southampton, but it
was Christian Eriksen and Alli who provided
the goals that secured a 2-1 victory and
extended the club’s current home run to 10
successive league wins.

Alli scored for a fourth successive game
with a first half penalty awarded after he had
been upended by Steven Davis to take his
season’s tally to 17 goals.

And Pochettino insists the England inter-
national once again demonstrated his ability
to fill in in different areas of the pitch. “Dele
Alli always can surprise and you can’t guess
with him,” Pochettino said. 

“He has an unbelievable personality and
character and it is all possible with him. “He is
a player who likes to run into the box, he is
very often very clever into the box. “In the
box he looks like a striker because he is more
than clever, he has made his mark. Outside
the box playing like a midfielder.  “I saw him
at 17-years-old playing at Milton Keynes as a
holding midfielder against Manchester
United. Always he can surprise me, maybe
one day he can play like a goalkeeper or a
full-back or a centre-back.”

GREAT OPPORTUNITY 
Pochettino was also pleased with Son’s

display in the centre-forward role after opting

for the 24-year-old ahead of Vincent Janssen.
“I think it was good. He had some chances to
score, great movement, he connected with
dele and Chris and I am very pleased with his
performance,” he said.

“It was a great opportunity to win and you
will always miss your main striker. We must
do what we can while he is injured and it was
important to us to get that feeling, win the
game, score goals.

“I think it keeps our position in the table
with a very important three points.

“Our home form is fantastic. I think the
team deserved all the prizes because we have
been playing very well. 

“It’s always difficult to play and keep your
level in ever y game, but we have to be
pleased to keep our position, get three points
and our performance was good.

“The victory keeps us in a very good posi-
tion in the table.” James Ward-Prowse’s sec-
ond half goal gave Southampton hope of a
point,  but they were unable to f ind an
equaliser and defeat came at the added cost
of an injury to striker Manolo Gabbiadini that
will prevent the player joining up with Italy
next week.

Southampton manager Claude Puel said:
“It is a groin injury We will see. I hope it is not
bad. For his national team it is not possible to
go.  “Shane Long was ready and can play. It
was a good game. There was quality on the
pitch. “It was a strange game. In the first half,
without a lot of pressure, we lost two goals. It
was difficult to accept the second goal.  “The
second half was better and also interesting
because we recovered well. 

We did not find a clinical edge to finish the
situation.” — AFP

Alli has X-factor for Pochettino

BARCELONA: Barcelona defender Gerard
Pique has urged supporters to stop booing
midfielder Andre Gomes, who scored his
first goal for the Catalans in Sunday’s 4-2
win over Valencia after 36 appearances.

The Portuguese player bore the brunt of
the criticism for the team’s 4-0 thrashing by
Paris St Germain in the Champions League
last-16 first leg and was loudly booed in the
team’s next game against Leganes when he
was substituted off.

He was dropped from the starting line-
up for the second leg against PSG but came
on as a substitute in the historic 6-1 turn-
around which saw Barca reach the quarter-
finals. Gomes was greeted with more whis-
tles when he came on in the 74th minute
against Valencia on Sunday but 15 minutes
later sealed victory by turning Neymar’s
cross in from close range, although he
chose not to celebrate the strike against his
former club. “I’m in total disagreement with
the people who boo players, they’d be bet-
ter off staying at home,” Pique told
reporters after the game on Sunday.

“It’s intolerable and I think treating any

player like that before they come on the
pitch doesn’t help anyone. People need to
take a good look at themselves. 

“It’s one thing if someone plays badly
and then the people whistle to show their
discontent but quite another to whistle
before they come on because it kills their
confidence.”

Gomes was a surprise summer signing
from Valencia for 35 million euros ($37.6
million) plus add-ons and has struggled to
adapt to the Spanish champions, often
looking out of place in the team’s midfield
and out of sync with the rest of the team.

Luis Enrique has persisted with Gomes
despite the continued criticism and at one
spell in the season preferred the him to
Ivan Rakitic, although the Croatian has
since won his place in the team back at
Gomes’ expense. “I’m so pleased he scored,
it was the happiest moment of the game,”
said the coach. 

“I already know how good he is, he’s
huge, he’s strong and has great talent. He’s
going to be a very important player to
Barcelona’s future.” — Reuters

Pique blasts supporters 
for booing Andre Gomes

Gerard Pique


