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DUBAI, UAE: Bee’ah, the Middle
East’s leading and award-winning
environmental management com-
pany, signed a contract with FedEx
UAE. Bee’ah has collected several
tonnes of waste and recyclables in
six months from the multinational
courier delivery service provider.
FedEx, an environmentally conscious
corporation, awarded Bee’ah the
contract for three of its facilities due
to their expertise in providing sus-
tainable solutions andwaste man-
agement strategies in the United
Arab Emirates. This contract was
signed by Khaled Al-Huraimel, Group
CEO of Bee’ah, and David Ross,
FedEx’s Regional President in MEISA.

Packaging companies like Fed
Ex are well-known in the industry
for the relatively large amount of
waste they produce in a short time
frame. All indicators reveal that
Bee’ah has helped FedEx improve
and maintain waste collection and
recyclable efficiency within their
facilities. The collection of Fed Ex’s
waste and recyclables increased by
44% in the past six months. The
scope of Bee’ah’s contract included
state-of-the-art waste collection,
transportation and recovery. 

Fahad Shehail, Chief Development
Officer, Bee’ah, said: “Providing the
highest level of waste collection and
recycling services is central to our
expansion strategy. The expertise of
our operations around the UAE has
made Bee’ah the ideal partner for

international companies seeking a
profitable and sustainable future. We
have improved the environmental
standards of FedEx’s operations
through the implementation of recy-
cling and integrated waste manage-
ment systems and integrated servic-
es. These green practices set a great
example for the entire packaging
industry within the UAE.”

Bee’ah has provided general

waste collection services for three
FedEx facilities located in the UAE,
including: FedEx Metroplex, next
to Dubai Airport Terminal 2; FedEx
Al-Quoz Industrial  Area 1;  and
FedEx Garhoud, Al -Garhoud. As a
company with massive courier
del iver y operations,  FedEx
requires considerable storage of
recyclable waste such as plastics
and cardboard. 

Bee’ah has accelerated the use
of environmentally preferable
practices within corporations to
reduce the environmental impact
of traditional waste disposal
processes. Through collaboration,
Bee’ah aims to implement the best
international standards for waste
management operations as well as
support the UAE economy with
sustainable solutions.

Bee’ah’s expansion continues 
with three FedEx facilities
The collection of recyclables increased by 44% in six months

SYDNEY: This file photo shows male crocodile “Rex”, five meters in length
and estimated to be 30-40 years old, thrashing in the water while holding a
chicken in his mouth at Sydney Wildlife World. —AFP

SYDNEY: A fisherman whose body was pulled
from the water yesterday was likely killed by a
large crocodile, police said, after his empty
dinghy and speargun were found in northern
Australia. The 35-year-old was fishing alone off
Innisfail, south of Cairns in Queensland state,
and was reported missing on Sunday evening
when the boat and floating speargun, which
was pierced through a fish, were discovered. An
aerial and water search was launched with a
body retrieved yesterday morning.

“Initial investigations suggest the man may
have been taken by a crocodile,” Queensland
police said, adding that they believe it was a
four-meter (13-feet) beast. “Wildlife officers from
the Department of Environment and Heritage
Protection are targeting the crocodile for
removal.” The Cairns Post reported an aggressive
crocodile, thought to be the same one, attacked
a police boat late Sunday in what Inspector Rhys

Newton said was indicative of behavior when
the reptile has killed recently or is protecting a
food source. It was the second blow in a month
to the local spearfishing community after a man
recently had his leg ripped off by a shark at near-
by Hinchinbrook Island, the newspaper said.

The latest tragedy came only a day after a
teenager escaped the jaws of a crocodile by
punching it in the head during a late night swim
in a river close to Innisfail. The 18-year-old suf-
fered extensive injuries to his left arm after
being dared to jump in by his friends. Australia is
home to freshwater and saltwater crocodiles
with the more feared “salties” growing up to sev-
en meters long. Saltwater crocodile numbers
have exploded since they were declared a pro-
tected species in 1971, with recent attacks
reigniting debate about controlling them. They
kill an average of two people each year in
Australia. —AFP

Croc takes fisherman in Australia

BAIDOA, Somalia: Mariam Ibrahim, her seven chil-
dren and two neighboring families were the last to
leave their village in southwestern Somalia. They
loaded their combined belongings-blankets, cooking
pots, sleeping mats, jerry cans, clothes-onto a hired
donkey cart and walked beside it for 20 kilometers
(12 miles) to Baidoa, the closest city. “There is nobody
left now,” said the 28-year-old. She joined thousands
of others who are arriving in Baidoa each day, stag-
gering from the parched countryside into the garri-
son city, cloaked in rags and dust.

Clusters of stick and cloth domes are appearing
across the outskirts of Somalia’s regional capital. Somali
and Ethiopian soldiers-part of an African Union force-
secure the town against the Al-Qaeda-aligned Shabaab
militants whose control begins just 15 kilometers away.
Successive seasons of poor rains and failed harvests
have left farming families like Ibrahim’s destitute and on
the brink of famine. The United Nations is warning of an
unprecedented global crisis with famine already grip-
ping parts of South Sudan and looming over Nigeria,
Yemen and Somalia, threatening the lives of 20 million
people. For Somalis, the memory of the 2011 famine
which left a quarter of a million people dead is still fresh.
But Ibrahim said what is happening now feels worse.
First the food ran out, then the wells emptied.  And the
little water that remains is brackish or diseased. So when
her village of Aliyow Mumin suffered an outbreak of
cholera in late January, Ibrahim decided to leave.

Born into famine 
Muslima Kusow was born into famine 25 years

ago and survived 2011, but it was this year’s drought
which forced her to abandon her home for the first
time. She left the farming village of Roobey in early
March, trekking four days northwards with her six

children to Baidoa. Asked why, Kusow feathers four
slender fingers down her throat to mime swallowing,
then holds out an empty hand: “Thirst. Hunger.” Her
youngest child, two-year-old Asiba, is skinny and
pale, lacking the strength to hold her head upright.  

At the Deeg-Roor Medical Organisation—the
name means “first rains”—Abdirahim Mohamed says
new outpatients are registering for the UNICEF-
backed feeding program at an exponential rate.  In
February, 75 children were admitted to the clinic,
more than double the number in January and a fig-
ure he predicts will double again in March. The worst
cases-youngsters too weak to feed, or those suffer-
ing from outbreaks of cholera that have killed 286
and infected over 11,000 nationwide this year-are
taken to the city hospital.

‘Hungry all the time’ 
Inside, cholera patients lie on blankets on the con-

crete floor or on metal bed frames, attached to intra-
venous drips. Tuk-tuks race in disgorging new victims.
Visitors are sprayed with chlorine on the way out. In
the intensive care unit of the hospital’s malnutrition
center, nine beds are tightly packed into a hot, dim
room. All but one are occupied by mothers with their
slowly recovering children. Hamsia Ibrahim, 32, swirls
breast milk in a plastic bowl before trickling it into a
syringe and feeding it, through a nasal tube, into the
stomach of her seven-month-old daughter Shamso.
Her husband and five other children stay in a
makeshift camp for the recently uprooted where they
arrived last month.

“My other children are hungry all the time, but
they are not sick like this,” she said of Shamso, whose
diarrhoea and vomiting caused her weight to plum-
met. She said a local businessman handed out

cooked food at the camp a week ago: “That was the
last time we had three meals in a day.” The growth of
the camps is accelerating. There are 133 of the settle-
ments, expanding towards one another across the
barren, rocky land. The UN records new arrivals by the
household and says 2,929 arrived in the first week of
March. The figure for the whole of February was
3,967. The average household is estimated to number
six people meaning roughly 2,500 people are arriving
in Baidoa every day.

By mid-afternoon in the camps, the temperature
tilts towards 40 degrees, the hot wind conjures dust
devils and the thorny trees provide little shade.
Everyone is hungry at ADC-3, a camp named, ironical-
ly, after Somalia’s defunct Agricultural Development
Corporation that used to distribute surplus grain.
Children lie listless in their families’ tattered huts wait-
ing to see if there will be anything to eat today, apart
from the cup of sugary black tea that passed for
breakfast for most.

Slowly, purposefully Habibo Abdo walked into the
camp clutching a bundle of sticks and looking for her
relatives. The old, frail woman had walked for two
days with nothing to eat or drink and collapsed in the
dirt after taking a deep draught of water offered by a
well-meaning resident. Moments later, her 30-year-
old daughter, Dero, was found and sat stroking her
mother’s arm, cooling her with drops of water. They,
too, had abandoned their home when the crops
failed, the food stores ran out and the water ran dry.
In the camps of Baidoa, at least, aid agencies provide
clean water and medical treatment, there is food in
the city’s markets and the possibility of earning mon-
ey as a labourer or beggar. But with meteorologists
pessimistic about the prospect of rain, hope is an
increasingly scarce commodity. —AFP

Cloaked in rags and dust, 
Somalis flee looming famine

BAIDOA, Somalia: Women carry firewood as they walk back to a makeshift
camp on the outskirts of Baidoa, in the southwestern Bay region of Somalia,
where thousands of internally displaced people arrive daily after they flee-
ing the parched countryside. —AFP photos

BAIDOA, Somalia: A severely malnourished child in the hands of her mother
waits to be processed into a UNICEF- funded health program catering to
children displaced by drought, at the regional hospital in Baidoa town.


