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KUWAIT: Recent Civil Service Commission (CSC)
statistics showed that 23,902 citizens are regis-
tered on the waiting list for recruitment in the
public sector, including 17,975 females and
5,927 males. It showed that only 15 out of 4,558
females and eight out of 2,537 males were
directly nominated for a job without having to
wait for their turn. Statistics also showed the
presence of 12,066 vacancies in state depart-
ments including 10 for PhD holders, 21 for
Master’s degree holders, 6,560 for BA degree
holders and 2,853 for two-year diploma holders.

Official statistics released last year had shown
that nearly 58 percent of unemployed Kuwaitis
refuse to work in the private sector, preferring to
wait until a public sector job becomes available.
Almost 87 percent of Kuwait’s national labor
force works in the public sector, according to the
2015 Labor Force Survey published by Kuwait’s
Central Statistical Bureau (CSB).

The public sector remains the most attractive
employer for a variety of reasons: shorter work-
ing hours, often less demanding work, all public
holidays, benefits and perks not always available
in the private sector and security since locals
cannot be fired except in extreme circum-
stances. Unemployment among Kuwaitis
reached 4.7 percent in 2015 according to the
statistics. 

Kuwaiti arrested in Saudi
For the first time since terrorist acts started in

Saudi Arabia, a Kuwaiti and a Nepalese suspects
were detained in Saudi Arabia over security cas-
es, said the Saudi Interior ministry’s website, not-
ing that the two suspects were respectively
arrested less than two weeks ago. The website
explained that no Kuwaitis or Nepalese suspects
were arrested since the terrorist acts commenced

in Saudi Arabia, adding that according to most
recent statistics, 5,139 suspects belonging to 32
countries, including 4,298 Saudis, have so far
been arrested in relation to terrorism. Statistics
showed that Yemenis came second with 272
detainees followed by 220 Syrians, 76 Pakistanis,
53 Egyptians, 29 Sudanese, 19 Indian, 19 Turkish
and 17 Chad detainees. In addition, the statistics
showed that detainees included 16 Jordanians,
11 Bahrainis, eight Afghanis, 11 Iranians and
Somalis, four Iraqis, four Bangladeshis, four
Nigerians, three Ethiopians, three from the
Philippines, three Lebanese, three Americans,
two Qataris, two Mauritanians, two Emiratis, two
Moroccans and one from Angola, Algeria, China,
Kuwait, Burkina Faso, Canada and Nepal each.

The website explained that 65 suspects were
detained this month including 37 Saudis, 16
Turks, four Yemenis, one from each of Syria,
Nigeria, Egypt, Bangladesh, India, Nepal and
Kuwait in addition to one unidentified suspect. 

Delayed wages
Upon direct instructions from Health Minister

Dr Jamal Al-Harbi, Jahra Health Zone Director Dr
Ahmad Al-Husseiny announced opening a wide-
scale investigation to determine the reason of
delaying the wages of bedoons working in med-
ical registration. Husseiny added that minister
Harbi was keen that all facilities be made to pay
bedoon wages on time and follow faster systems
to submit their payrolls to avoid any further delay. 

New wedding
halls for Ahmadi

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Ahmadi area will get five new wedding
halls, announced the Ahmadi committee at the
Municipal Council yesterday. Wedding halls will be
built in Mangaf and Dhaher in addition to Al-Waha,
North West Jahra and Bloc 93, Jahra.

The committee chairman, Adel Al-Mai’ noted that
the committee also discussed the Jahra committee
meeting agenda to avoid delaying transactions due
to the resignation of five members who took part in
the 2016 parliamentary elections. 

Further, Mai’ said that the committee approved
plans to build a new mosque in Wafra, approved an
Interior Ministry request to expand the Central
Prison and develop a new extension of the Sixth
Ring Road to be located between the customs
bridge and Al-Ghazali intersection. In addition, Mai’
said that the committee also approved a request
made by the defense ministry to expand Ali Al-
Salem Air Base and the Special Forces Brigade 25. 

Kuwait inks 
KD 6 million deals 
for public works

KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works Abdulrahman Al-
Mutawaa signed yesterday two contracts for roads and
public square maintenance in Doha and Sulaibikhat at
KD 6.268 million.

The ministry said in a statement one of the contracts,
worth KD 2.73 million, stipulates maintaining roads and
squares in the two districts. The work also includes park-
ing lots, sewage pipes and sidewalks. 

The other one, valued at KD 4.195 million, includes
maintaining roads and public plazas in Hawally, as well
as building roads, parking lots, sewage pipes and side-
walks in Al-Salam neighborhood. — KUNA 

23,902 citizens waiting
for government jobs

KUWAIT: The private sector remains an unattractive destination for Kuwaiti jobseekers despite
government efforts to encourage citizens to work there.

Former MP Musllam Al-Barrak

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: MP Marzouq Al-Khalifa said that
he visited former MP Musllam Al-Barrak
yesterday at the central prison and found
him in a very good health and high spirits.
He also noted that Barrak extends greet-
ings to the people of Kuwait saying that he
would meet them soon. Barrack, a promi-
nent opposition figure and ex member of
parliament, was sentenced in 2015 to two
years in prison for insulting HH the Amir

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 
“This ruling is without the slightest

doubt political,” Barrak reportedly said at
the time in response to the verdict. “I thank
God that I am not interested in wealth or
power and I will always uphold my dignity
both inside the prison and outside.” Barrack
recently survived an attack by a fellow pris-
oner. The man, a Syrian national, later com-
mitted suicide, according to authorities.
The former lawmaker is scheduled to be
released in April. 

Opposition leader
awaits April release 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Consumer protection officers at
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
discovered a famous restaurant located in
an area in Hawally Governorate that sold
frozen meat to consumer as being fresh,
which is a violation of consumer protec-
tion regulations. Nearly 500 kilograms of
meet were found inside the restaurant.
Furthermore, inspectors discovered that
the restaurants served meals weighing
less than advertised, which is considered
commercial fraud. The restaurant was
closed pending further legal procedures.

Domestic violence
A citizen who works for a sensitive

department lodged a complaint against
her husband, accusing him of physical
assault. She submitted a medical report
to support her claims.

Officer arrested
An army officer in uniform beat a

Farwaniya detective while he was drunk,

so he was detained to be sent to the
forensics department. Detective suspect-
ed a man in a military uniform who was
in an abnormal condition, and asked for
his ID. The officer did not like being treat-
ed like that, and advanced to assault the
detective both physically and verbally. A
patrol arrived and police arrested the
military officer.

Honoring
Director General of Kuwait Fire

Services Directorate (KFSD) Lt General
Khalid Al-Mikrad decorated Deputy
Director General for Human Resources
development Affairs Maj Gen Khalid Al-
Tarkeet and Deputy Director General for
Fighting Affairs Maj Gen Jamal Al-
Bulaihias with the international knight
medal, which was granted to them by
the International Organization for Civil
Protection, and the International
Organization for Medals. Meanwhile,
Mikrad also received a delegation from
the National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) that is visiting Kuwait headed by
CEO Jim Pauley.

KUWAIT: All meat imports reaching the
domestic market are subjected to thorough
and very careful examination to ensure the
products are safe for consumption, a munici-
pal official affirmed yesterday. The depart-
ment of imported food is very keen on exam-
ining the imports, said Khalaf Al-Mutairi, in
charge of the services sector at Kuwait
Municipality. Samples are forwarded to the
Ministry of Health to ensure that the imported
stocks are fit for human consumption, he
affirmed in a statement to Kuwait News
Agency (KUNA).

Such procedures are applied on the import-
ed stocks regardless of the country of origin.
Some Asian nations have recently halted meat
imports from Brazil, where the police reportedly
searched premises of 30 meat companies amid
claims about exports of spoilt stocks. Brazil
exports beef and poultry products to more than
150 countries. Main importers from the Latin
American nation are Saudi Arabia, China,
Singapore, Japan, Russia, Holland and Italy.

The Brazilian embassy in Kuwait released a
statement to the press yesterday, quoting
statements the Brazilian President Michel
Temer regarding the investigation being held
in Brazil on export meat producers. “I have
convened a ministerial meeting over the
weekend, in order  to assess the safety of
national and international consumers with
regard to the quality of the meat produced in
the country,” the statement reads. 

“The government has decided to speed up
the audit process in the 21 establishments cit-
ed in the Federal Police investigation. Three of
these establishments have already been sus-
pended and all 21 will be placed under special

inspection regime conducted by a specific
task force of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Livestock and Food Supply (MAPA). The facts
are that among 11,000 employees, only 33 are
being investigated. Out of  4,837 establish-
ments subject to federal inspection, only 21
are allegedly involved in irregularities. The
objective of  the  investigation is not  the agri-
culture  and livestock defense  system  in
place, whose rigor is widely recognized, but a
few conduct deviations. 

Foreign embassies were assured that all
exporting plants remain open to inspections
by importing countries and to the monitoring
of activities under the national control system,
one of the most respected in the world. MAPA
will  fully  cooperate  with  the  current  investi-
gations  in  order  to  determine  eventual mis-
conduct within the agriculture and livestock
defense system. The Federal Government
manifests its confidence in the quality of the
national product, which has been approved
by consumers in highly demanding markets
around the world in terms of inspection and
defense systems. MAPA has a strict inspection
service for products of animal origin. 

The  high  standard  of  excellence opened
the  doors of  Brazilian meat  to  over  150
countries, with permanent auditing, monitor-
ing and risk assessment. In addition to the
national controls, products are also subject to
local inspection on reaching their destina-
tions. In 2016 alone, 853,000 items of products
of animal origin from Brazil were sent to for-
eign markets and only 184 were considered,
by importers, out of compliance, often
because of non-sanitary issues, such as label-
ing and completion of certificates.”

Stiff penalties for 
commodity price 

manipulators
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and Industry
will enforce stiff penalties against traders who lift or
manipulate with commodities’ prices, the minister
warned yesterday. 

The department will take stringent measures
against any merchant who raises the prices in an
unjustifiable manner, warned Khaled Al-Roudhan,
the Minister of Trade and Industry and the Acting
Minister of State for Youth Affairs, in a statement to
journalists at the parliament headquarters.

The law prohibits manipulation or unjustified
raises of the good’s prices, the minister said. He also
disclosed that his department has already taken
“proper measures” against the meat companies
based on the “document divulged by the media
implying an illegal deal.” 

“I have personally forwarded that document to
the consumers’ protection apparatus and have tak-
en the necessary measures in this respect,” he
affirmed. The ministry declared on Saturday that
upon instructions by His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah a meeting was held for the relevant authori-
ties to investigate monopolization in the local live-
stock market and ensure its stability as well as sta-
bility of the prices. 

The minister has instructed the apparatus to
invest igate the repor ted deal  among meat
importers to stop importing the livestock during
a certain period in an attempt to artificially
inflate prices. Minister Roudhan has also ordered
the relevant divisions in his department to check
the available fresh and frozen meat in the market
regularly. —KUNA

‘Famous’ restaurant closed
for commercial fraud

A photo circulated on social media yesterday allegedly showing meat confiscated
from the restaurant yesterday.

Kuwait assures meat 
consumers about safety


