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KUWAIT: The National Library of Kuwait
(NLK) held a ceremony to receive the dona-
tion of around 6,000 books from
Mohammad Al-Sharekh’s library late
Tuesday evening.  Speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of a ceremony, Deputy
Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Al-
Jarrah Al-Sabah said granting this amount
of Al-Sharekh’s books reflects the generosi-
ty of Kuwaiti people.

Speaking at the event, Director General
of NLK Kamil Al-Abduljaleel, thanked Al-
Sharekh’s library for its support to the
national library. He said the NLK is working
on developing its work scheme through
modern information technology systems
and social media.

Mohammad Al-Sharekh is a successful
businessman, philanthropist, and writer,
who has always supported the library. He
worked at and developed the Industrial
Bank of Kuwait and he was appointed as
chairman of the board in 1973. Sharkeh’s
library has donated its full collection of
5,400 books on banking, economy, and
industry to NLK, Abduljaleel said, adding
that the new donated library will  be
launched in the near time. Sharekh believed
in the importance of developing the use of
the Arabic language, launching a number of
educational computer programs for youth
in the early 80s. He also published a num-

ber of short stories and a novel as part of
his work in literature, said Abduljaleel.

Sharekh thanked Sheikh Ali Al-Sabah for
patronizing the event, hoping his donation
of books would further enrich NLK’s collec-
tion of literature and history.  The library
received yesterday the largest part of books
of Al-Sharekh’s library in the first phase and
two more batches with thousands of books
will be granted to the library later, he noted.
The number of books at NLK reached
403,000 books, he stated. 

KUWAIT: Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah attends the ceremony. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti cinema has developed
throughout the years releasing different
short films and long features that told the
story of different aspects of life in old and
modern Kuwait.  Kuwait was a center
where different cultures met and mingled
since the old times and as people of differ-
ent backgrounds continued to move into
the country, they introduced their own art
and culture that added to the Kuwaiti cin-
ema experience. 

The first movie titled ‘Sons of Sinbad’
emerged in 1939 by an Australian tourist,
telling the story of pearl diving in Kuwait.
This was followed by the production of
another movie ‘Kuwait Between the Past
and Present ’ in 1946, by Mohammad
Qabazard, who was the first Kuwaiti pro-
ducer to own a cinematic camera in the
early 30s.

The importance of cinema grew in
Kuwait as the Ministr y of Education,
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor and
Ministry of Information have established
departments specialized in producing
educational movies and other types of
documentaries.

The turning point in Kuwaiti cinema was
the movie ‘Bas Ya Bahar ’ by producer
Khaled Al-Siddeeq in 1972. It told the story
of the dangers Kuwaitis faced when diving
for pearls back in the day. The movie saw
some regional and international success,
however, Kuwaiti cinema still lacked a real
regional and international fan base.

Currently, there are a number of Kuwaiti
figures who are eagerly exerting efforts to
develop the cinematic field in the country.
Speaking about such aspect, head of Lulua
production company Sheikha Intisar Salem
Al-Ali Al-Sabah noted that she got into the
cinema field with a view to make Kuwait

the cinematic capital of the Gulf. 

Professional training
Sheikha Intisar said she had launched a

professional training course for cinematic
production, decor, and music, aiming to
develop the skills of youth in the field.
Kuwaiti movies are now attracting large
numbers of Gulf viewers. She added that
the recent two movies ‘Habib Al-Ardh’ and
‘Al-Ater’ had been playing for weeks in cin-
emas.  Producer Dawoud Al-Shoail said the
Kuwaiti cinema lacks a strong infrastruc-
ture, which is a necessity for development.
Kuwaiti movies in general have weak cine-
matic narration of the story, as they sound
more like a TV series, he explained. He
advised producers to pay more attention to
their script and allow it to be presented in
the best picture possible. He also called on
the government to give facilitations in per-
mits for movie productions and provide
specialized funds for the matter.

Meanwhile, producer Ahmad Al-Khodari
also agreed on the difficulty of receiving a
production permit in Kuwait. He said it is a
long complicated process that producers
have to endure every time. He noted that
the cinematic field look promising these
days, speaking of the ‘Adasa Festival’ for
audio and visual art, launched by the
Ministry of State for Youth Affairs earlier
this month.

Khodari also mentioned the upcoming
Kuwait’s first film festival on March 24,
organized by the National Council for
Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL). Speaking
about his movie ‘The Unmissing Part’ which
won 11 international awards within one
year, the producer said the successful story
was written by young Kuwaiti narrator
Mohammad Al-Muhaiteeb. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s top leaders keenly back
skilled and bright citizens and establishment
of Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for Giftedness and
Creativity is a tangible proof of this high-level
approach, says the Minister of Education.

Dr Mohammad Al-Fares, also the Minister
of Higher Education, has re-affirmed the par-
ticular concern of the gifted nationals in a
statement to journalists after inaugurating
the Academy of Giftedness, on behalf of His
Highness the Prime Minister. He indicated
that Kuwait Foundation for Advancement
Sciences, namely its chairman His Highness

the Amir, had exerted intensive efforts for
establishing the new academy (for boys).
Minster Fares has disclosed that his depart-
ment “has been taking steady steps for open-
ing the counterpart academy for girls in the
next academic year,” in addition to expanding
the academies in the country’s governorates. 

Also speak ing at  the ceremony was
Barrak Al-Sabeeh, the Chairman of Sabah
Al-Ahmad center, who affirmed the acade-
my’s objective of providing scientific, social
and psychological care for the gifted citi-
zens. —KUNA
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