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The Father of the Nation,  Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali
Jinnah’s achievement as the founder of Pakistan domi-
nates everything else he did in his long and illustrious

public life spanning some 42 years. Yet, by any standard, his
was an eventful life, his personality multidimensional and his

achievements in other fields were many. 
Indeed, several were the roles he had played with distinc-

tion, at one time or another.  He was one of the greatest legal
luminaries the sub continent had produced during the first
half of the century, a great constitutionalist, a distinguished
parliamentarian, a top-notch politician, an indefatigable free-
dom-fighter, a dynamic Muslim leader, a political strategist
and, above all one of the greatest nation-builders of modern
times.  What, however, makes him so remarkable is the fact
that while similar other leaders assumed the leadership of tra-
ditionally well-defined nations and espoused their cause, or
led them to freedom, he created a nation out of an inchoate
and down-trodden minority and established a cultural and
national home for it. And all that he did within the short span
of time of a decade. 

For over three decades before the successful culmination
in 1947, of the Muslim struggle for freedom in the South-
Asian subcontinent, Jinnah led the Indian Muslims, as their
most prominent leader – the Quaid-e-Azam. He fought,
relentlessly and inexorably, for the inherent rights of the
Muslims for an honorable existence in the subcontinent. He
guided their affairs, gave expression to their aspirations, lent
coherence and direction to their legitimate goals and cher-
ished dreams, and formulated these into concrete demands.
And, above all, he strived all the while to get these demands
conceded by both the ruling British and the numerous
Hindus, the dominant segment of India’s population. 

Indeed, his life story constitutes, as it were, the story of the
rebirth of the Muslims of the subcontinent and their spectac-
ular rise to nationhood.

Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah

(1876-1948)
The Father of the Nation

The fraternal ties between Pakistan and Kuwait are
rooted deeply in the multiple commonalities of
shared history, traditions, common religion and cul-

ture.  The two countries have always stood by each other in
times of crises. 

The two countries share identical views on various
regional and international issues and have been closely
cooperating at the United Nations, the Organization of
Islamic Conference and other international forums.

The warmth and goodwill between the leadership of
the two countries can be seen from the warm welcome
and hospitality extended by the leadership of Kuwait to
Pakistan’s Prime Minister His Excellency Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif and the accompanying high level delegation. 

The Prime Minister reiterated the immense importance
that Pakistan attaches to relations with Kuwait.  The visit
provided an opportunity to both sides to review and give
fresh directions to further strengthen our close ties.

Pakistan - Kuwait Relations

It gives me great pleasure to
extend warmest felicitations
to all  Pakistanis l iving in

Kuwait on the auspicious occa-
sion of Pakistan Day. 

Seventy seven years ago, on
23rd March 1940, the Muslims
of the Sub-continent, through
adopting the famous Lahore
Resolution, pledged to have a
homeland of their own. This day
is remembered as a golden
chapter in Pakistan’s glorious
history. It ended the long period

of uncertainty and struggle of the Muslims of the Sub-
Continent for achieving their inalienable rights and right
to define their future in their own homeland. 

Freedom is indeed the greatest gift of Almighty that
comes with great responsibilities. Pakistan Day is his-
toric because it was this day, seventy seven years ago
that our forefathers’ realized that Muslims needed an
independent country. 

Today it gives us great satisfaction that, by the grace
of Almighty Allah, Pakistan has emerged victorious and
stronger out of many challenges that it faced for
decades. 

The government of Pakistan, under the dynamic
leadership of Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif is
engaged in efforts to rid Pakistan of militancy and ter-
rorism and realize the dream of the founding fathers of

building a stable and prosperous Pakistan. 
The government is also committed to the Prime

Minister’s vision of a “peaceful neighbourhood”. Peace
and stability is returning to Pakistan thanks to the heroic
sacrifices made by our brave armed forces and the peo-
ple of Pakistan.

Pakistan attaches great importance to our ties with
the brotherly country of Kuwait. The recent visit to
Kuwait by the Prime Minister and the warm welcome
accorded by the Kuwaiti leadership is a manifestation of
our fraternal ties. The visit provided a good opportunity
to review our entire bilateral relations. It is hoped that
the positive decisions taken would start to bear fruit.

The leadership of the two brotherly countries are
determined to convert the huge reservoir of mutual
good will into a strong partnership through expanding
cooperation in all fields.

Overseas Pakistanis, including the patriotic Pakistani
community in Kuwait, also have to play an important
role in this endeavour. Every one of them has to do their
best to promote Pakistan’s interests in every way possi-
ble, from projecting a good image of Pakistan to mobi-
lizing trade and investment. 

While thanking Allah Almighty for His infinite favours
in the shape of citizenship of a free nation, with our des-
tiny in our own hands, let us humbly pray for the unity,
security, progress and prosperity of Pakistan. 

Pakistan Zindabad!

Ambassador’s Message 

His Excellency
Ghulam Dastgir

The story of the struggle for Pakistan is unique among oth-
er independence movements in the sense that it relied
more on mass public support through democratic mobili-

sation, peaceful negotiations and consensus building rather
than armed opposition and use of violent means. 

From the time Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah took
over the reins of Pakistan movement, the entire struggle was
waged within the legal framework in vogue, so much so, that
the Quaid-e-Azam earned the distinction of being a leader who
never spent even a single day in jail. 

Earlier, Muslims had played a lead role in the 1857 War of
Independence and therefore suffered suppression under the
British colonial rule. They also did not reconcile with the
supremacy of the British and thus remained at a disadvantage
as compared to the majority Hindu community that had better
adjusted to the changed environment and dominated com-
merce and services under the British. By the late nineteenth
century, the condition of Muslims in the subcontinent had sunk
so low in the political, economic and social spheres of life that
they were unable to compete with the Hindu majority. An
important first response to change this predicament was the
reformist movement of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan who founded the
Mohammadan Anglo-Oriental College at Aligarh to encourage
Muslims to receive modern education. 

The other towering figure who emerged on the political
scene around the turn of the century was Muhammad Iqbal, a
poet and philosopher, who wished to make progress an integral
principle of life of Muslims. He was of the view that the spiritual
force of Islam bound the Muslims of South Asia together into
one nation. 

Politically, the Muslim concerns about their rights led to the
founding of the All India Muslim League in 1906. The immedi-
ate cause that precipitated this development was the Muslim
reaction to Hindu agitation over the partition of Bengal into a
Muslim majority province of East Bengal and Hindu majority
province of West Bengal that was later annulled by the British
disregarding interests of Bengali Muslims. The formation of the
League proved to be one of the most vital steps towards mobi-
lization of the Muslims of the subcontinent, as the party prima-
rily focused on safeguarding Muslim interests such as separate
electorates and assured representation for minorities in the
central and provincial legislatures. The League also played a
broader role such as in reflecting the sentiments of the Muslims
over the Balkan war (1912) which was regarded by the Muslims
of the subcontinent as an attempt by the European powers to
drive Turkey out of Europe. 

By 1909 following the Minto-Morley reforms, even though
the possibility of the British leaving the subcontinent still
seemed remote, the demand for constitutional self-govern-
ment had gained ground. In 1913, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, a
prominent political leader and barrister, (who later became
known as the “Quaid-e-Azam” or “the great leader”) was per-
suaded to join the Muslim League. One of the significant
achievements of Jinnah, after joining the League, was to secure
an agreement between the Muslim League and the Congress
on a scheme of constitutional reforms leading to self govern-
ment, known as the Lukhnow Pact (1916). It earned him the
title of “Ambassador of Hindu-Muslim Unity” and demonstrated
his willingness to work with Hindu leaders in the vital interest of
securing an end to alien subjugation. 

An All Parties Conference met in 1928 to draft a constitution
for India. The drafting sub-committee headed by Motilal Nehru,
published the Nehru Report after the Conference which came
as a shock to the Muslims since it provided no safeguards to

protect the rights of the Muslims as a community. The Report’s
constitutional provisions virtually relegated them to remain
permanently under the government of an unalterable Hindu
majority. 

Jinnah put forward his counter proposals to the Nehru
Report, in an attempt to give a workable shape to the constitu-
tional scheme for the independence of the subcontinent. His
proposals known as the historic “Fourteen Points” mainly envis-
aged: a federal constitution, a uniform measure of provincial
autonomy, an adequate representation of minorities in all elect-
ed bodies, including the legislatures; a system of separate elec-
torates, not less than one-third representation of Muslims in
Parliament in accordance with the Muslim population, a guaran-
tee of religious freedom to all communities, an assured share for
Muslims in the services and safeguards for the protection and
promotion of Muslim culture. However, the Congress rejected
Jinnah’s “Fourteen Points”. His disappointment was acute and it
was shared by Muslims throughout the subcontinent. 

Muslim suspicions of the Congress further deepened in
1937 when elections to the provincial legislatures were held
and led to the formation of Congress ministries in 7 out of the
11 provinces. The Congress rule was seen as discriminatory and
insensitive to Muslims and their distinctive culture.  The
Congress flag flew on public buildings; Bande Matram, a song
from an anti-Muslim novel, was made the national anthem;
Hindi replaced Urdu; Muslim representation in the public serv-
ices was reduced. The Congress rule produced a deep sense of
insecurity and resentment among Muslims. 

Finally, on 23 March 1940, at the Muslim League session in
Lahore, the historic “Pakistan Resolution” was adopted which
gave a clear direction towards independence and a homeland
for Muslims, spurring political awareness and action among the
Muslims of Bengal, Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan and the North
West Frontier. They rallied around Jinnah, whom they reverently
called the Quaid-e-Azam (the Great Leader).

Congress reaction to the Muslim demand for a homeland
was strongly negative. When negotiations between the League
and the Congress failed to arrive at an agreed modus operandi,
the British government decided to hold general elections in
January 1946. The League emerged vindicated as the represen-
tative of the Muslim voice by winning all the Muslim seats in the
Central Assembly. 

In June 1947, the British announced the ‘Partition Plan’ based
largely on the principle of majority Muslim areas constituting
Pakistan. On 11 August 1947, the Quaid-e-Azam inaugurated the
Constituent Assembly of Pakistan. On  14 August 1947, the last
British Viceroy Mountbatten arrived in Karachi and formally pro-
claimed the transfer of sovereignty to the new state. On the same
day, Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah was sworn in as the
first Governor General of Pakistan. 

Young Pakistan faced daunting challenges of nation building
with no resources and absence of industry and infrastructure
compounded by massive influx of refugees and the early con-
frontation with India on Kashmir, which should have been a part
of Pakistan in accordance with the partition plan and the mani-
fest wishes of the Kashmiri people. The Kashmiris still await
implementation of UN resolutions for a plebiscite to determine
their  future. Despite these tribulations, hard work and dedication
helped the new country to steady itself. 

Today, Pakistan is a strong, stable, democratic and economi-
cally vibrant Asian and Muslim country, vigorously pursuing the
aspirations of its people and the vision of its founding fathers for
building a prosperous modern society committed to promoting
peace and progress in the world. 

The Struggle for Pakistan


