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Yesterday was the anniversary of suicide bombings in the
Brussels airport and subway that killed 32 people, and the latest
events echoed recent vehicle attacks in Berlin and Nice, France.
There was no immediate claim of responsibility and it was not
clear if there was more than one attacker. London Police
Commander BJ Harrington said a full counter-terrorism investiga-
tion was underway.  

The incident in London unfolded within sight of some of the
city’s most famous tourist sites, including the London Eye, a large
Ferris wheel with pods that have views over the capital. It
stopped rotating and footage showed the pods full as viewers
watched police and medical crews on the bridge, which has at its
north end Big Ben and Parliament, two iconic symbols. “The
whole length of the bridge there were people on the ground,”
Richard Tice, a witness, told Sky News. 

The London Ambulance Service said it had treated at least 10
people on the bridge. Colleen Anderson of St Thomas’ Hospital
said a female pedestrian died and around a dozen people were
hurt. “There were some with minor injuries, some catastrophic.
Some had injuries they could walk away from or who have life-
changing injuries,” she said. Rick Longley told the Press
Association that he heard a bang and saw a car plow into pedes-
trians and come to a crashing stop. 

Images from the scene showed pedestrians sprawled on the
ground, with blood streaming from a woman surrounded by a
scattering of postcards. “They were just laying there and then the
whole crowd just surged around the corner by the gates just oppo-
site Big Ben,” he said. “A guy came past my right shoulder with a big
knife and just started plunging it into the policeman. I have never
seen anything like that. I just can’t believe what I just saw.”

At Parliament, a body was seen lying in the yard. It wasn’t
clear if it was the attacker. Dennis Burns, who was just entering
Parliament for a meeting, told the Press Association he heard a
radio message saying an officer had been stabbed. Police and
security rushed outside as he was going in. “When I got inside I
was wondering what the hell was going on and I saw dozens of
panicked people running down the street,” he said. 

“The first stream was around 30 people and the second
stream was 70 people. It looked like they were running for their
lives.” Daily Mail journalist Quentin Letts said he saw a man in
black attack a police officer outside Parliament before being shot
two or three times as he tried to storm into the House of
Commons. “He had something in his hand, it looked like a stick of
some sort, and he was challenged by a couple of policemen in
yellow jackets,” Letts told the BBC. “And one of the yellow-jacket-
ed policemen fell down and we could see the man in black mov-
ing his arm in a way that suggested he was stabbing or striking
the yellow-jacketed policeman.”

Lett said the other officer ran to get help and the man in black
ran toward the entrance. “As this attacker was running towards
the entrance two plain-clothed guys with guns shouted at him
what sounded like a warning, he ignored it and they shot two or
three times and he fell,” he said. As lawmakers were voting inside
Parliament, they reported hearing the sound of gunshots.
Journalists there said they were told to stay in their offices. Press
Association news agency reported that two people were seen
lying within the grounds of Parliament.  

Prime Minister Theresa May was at Parliament when the inci-
dent began, but her office says she is safe. British security has
thwarted some 13 terror plots over the past four years, but the
UK has largely been spared major international terror attacks
such as the ones seen in Belgium and France. Last year, a far-right
supporter shot and killed British lawmaker Jo Cox, who had cam-
paigned for the UK to remain in the European Union. 

Prior to that, an attacker stabbed three people at a train station
in east London in response to the Royal Air Force’s bombing of the
Islamic State group in Syria. The most gruesome recent attack
occurred in 2013 when two Muslim converts of Nigerian descent
attacked Lee Rigby, a British Army soldier who was walking down
the street. The men ran Rigby down with their vehicle and then
used a cleaver to hack him to death as bystanders watched in hor-
ror. The worst peace time attack on Britain this century was on July
7, 2005, when four Al-Qaeda-inspired bombers blew themselves
up on three subway trains and a bus in London, killing 52. Three of
the bombers were British-born, all of Pakistani descent; the other
emigrated from Jamaica.  —  Agencies  
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He also noted a second project, which the bank is
currently developing, will distribute water to workers
and pedestrians especially during the summer in
Kuwait. 

Kharafi also highlighted that the Kuwait Food Bank
is working on developing an important third project -
to provide job training for breadwinners to prepare
them for the Kuwait job market. Deputy Chairman of
the Board Meshal Al-Ansari thanked Al-Kharafi for the
charitable initiative and welcomed its establishment in
2016. Al-Ansari noted that the bank will provide iftar
feasts for lower income fasters during the upcoming
Ramadan and will provide sacrificial sheep to families
in need during the Eid. 

The Kuwait Food Bank will accept zakat and donations
to cover the cost of its charitable activities. Ansari also
mentioned that the bank would provide care for orphans
in Kuwait and help through donations of electrical appli-

ances for families in need. Ansari mentioned that the aim
of the food bank is to spread awareness in society about
the importance of healthy food and nutrition and food
security and the blessing of food from Allah. 

The press conference, held in Kuwait City, was
attended by civil society organizations, representatives
from the media and other interested parties. The Kuwait
Food Bank works in cooperation with local and interna-
tional organizations to provide support for needy fami-
lies in Kuwait. The Kuwait Food Bank will set up a booth
at 360 Mall to receive donations, noted Salem Al-Hamar.
The booth will be set up from today until 25 March. A
similar booth will be set up in the Avenues mall from 30
March until 1 April, 2017. 

Prominent Kuwaiti businessman Bader Al-Kharafi
established the Kuwait Food Bank in order to reduce
food waste and help families in need by providing
them with basic foodstuffs and other items. And it
aims to become a leader in charitable works both
locally and regionally. 

Food Bank to support over  5,700 families...

LONDON: In this image taken from video, police officers gather around a car adjacent to Houses of Parliament
in London yesterday after the House of Commons sitting was suspended as witnesses reported sounds like
gunfire outside.  — AP 

ALEPPO: Photo shows a general view of destruction at the Syrian town of Suran in the countryside of the central province of Hama, which was taken by rebel forces after an offensive started the day prior.  — AFP 

BEIRUT: A US-led coalition strike is reported to have killed
33 civilians in northern Syria ahead of the meeting of top
officials in Washington which focused on defeating the
Islamic State group. Rebels and jihadists pressed offensives
inside the capital Damascus and the central province of
Hama, just a day before new UN-brokered peace talks open
in Geneva. Years of diplomatic efforts have failed to end
Syria’s raging six-year conflict, which began with protests
against President Bashar Al-Assad. 

The war has killed more than 320,000 people, sparked a
major refugee crisis, and dragged in world powers includ-
ing the US-led air coalition bombing Syria’s jihadists since
2014. A reported coalition strike in the northern province of
Raqa early Tuesday has killed 33 civilians, according to the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights. 

The monitor said yesterday that the strike hit a school

being used as a temporary shelter for displaced families,
about 30 kilometers west of IS-held Raqa city. “We can now
confirm that 33 people were killed, and they were displaced
civilians from Raqa, Aleppo and Homs,” said Observatory
head Rami Abdel Rahman. “They’re still pulling bodies out
of the rubble until now. Only two people were pulled out
alive,” Abdel Rahman said.

“Raqa is Being Slaughtered Silently,” an activist group
that publishes news from IS-held territory in Syria, blamed
the coalition for the strike. “The school that was targeted
hosts nearly 50 displaced families,” it said.  The US-led coali-
tion is backing twin offensives to defeat IS in Raqa-the
Syrian heart of the group’s so-called “Islamic caliphate”-and
Mosul in neighboring Iraq. Top officials from the 68-nation
alliance are set to meet in Washington to hear more about a
revised plan drafted by the Pentagon and presented to US

President Donald Trump in February.  Earlier this month, the
coalition said its campaign in Syria and Iraq had uninten-
tionally killed at least 220 civilians, but monitors say the real
number is far higher. In addition to bombing raids by the
coalition, Russia is carrying out strikes in support of its ally
Assad and Turkey has provided air cover for rebel groups in
the north. Control of war-ravaged Syria is divided between
myriad armed groups-rebels, jihadists, Kurdish militia and
Syrian government forces.

This week, rebels and allied jihadists launched two sur-
prise offensives on government positions in Damascus and
central Hama province, opposition groups and the
Observatory said. In Damascus, anti-regime factions are
battling to link up territory they hold in the eastern district
of Jobar with their encircled forces in the Qabun neighbor-
hood to the north. Clashes continued yesterday as at least

nine air strikes pounded rebel positions, the Observatory
said. Damascus has witnessed heavy fighting since Sunday,
when the opposition fighters made their largest incursion
yet into the capital’s east. Yesterday, AFP correspondents in
the city could hear warplanes buzzing overhead and inter-
mittent mortar fire throughout the morning, as several sol-
diers were seen loading ammunition into machine guns.

The Damascus offensive is being led by the Tahrir Al-
Sham alliance, dominated by the jihadist Fateh Al-Sham
Front that was once linked to Al-Qaeda. Tahrir Al-Sham and
allied rebels launched a fresh assault on Tuesday in the cen-
tral province of Hama, overrunning the key town of Suran
and several other government positions. “They have seized
several new villages today as well as old army depots,” Abdel
Rahman said. “They are continuing to advance despite
heavy Russian and Syrian air strikes” yesterday. — AFP

US-led coalition airstrike kills 33 civilians 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly is expected to debate
key amendments to the Nationality Law that allows
those who have their citizenship revoked in any way to
challenge the action in court, a lawmaker said yester-
day. Head of the Priority Issues Panel MP Thamer Al-
Dhafiri said the proposed amendments to the 1959
Nationality Law will be debated among a host of other
important issues.

These include the economic reform package includ-
ing hikes in prices, the issue of Khour Abdullah water-
way between Kuwait and Iraq, a debate on unemploy-
ment and others, Dhafiri said. National Assembly com-
mittees had approved proposals stipulating to allow
Kuwaitis who lose their citizenship by government
action will be allowed to challenge the action in court.
At present, citizenship is considered a sovereign issue
that courts cannot handle. The Assembly is scheduled
to hold its regular sessions on March 28 and 29.

Death of an inmate
In the meantime, members of the National Assembly

Human Rights Committee yesterday visited the central
jail to investigate the death of an inmate accused of a
drugs offense. The man was reported to have hanged
himself to death in his cell in the central prison barely a
few weeks after he attempted to assault jailed opposi-
tion leader and former MP Mussallam Al-Barrak. Barrak
is expected to be freed next month after completing a
two-year jail term. He was sentenced to on charges of

insulting the Amir in public. Several opposition lawmak-
ers have demanded additional protection measures for
Barrak following the assault and after the reported sui-
cide of his assailant.

Member of the committee MP Jamaan Al-Harbash
said the delegation obtained important information
about the death of an inmate after meeting various
sides in the prison. Harbash said that the visit was the
second to the jail, adding that in the first visit MPs
demanded that prisoners convicted on drug charges
should not be sent to wards where prisoners with lower
crimes are jailed. 

Public Funds Committee
The public funds protection committee yesterday

completed its report on companies where the govern-
ment holds over a 50-percent stake. It also submitted
another report on the outcome of its investigation on
why a majority of cases received by the Anti-Corruption
Authority had been shelved. The committee discussed
yesterday a report on violations committed by a private
company on public ports. 

Minister of Commerce and Industry and State
Minister for Youth Khaled Al-Roudhan said yesterday he
believes that the sanctions on local sports by the
International Olympic Committee and FIFA will be lifted
soon. The minister said that they are taking the right
path in resolving the sports crisis and have reached an
advanced stage. The Assembly sports committee has
approved a number of amendments to the sports laws
in order to meet demands by IOC and FIFA. 

Assembly to debate
‘Nationality Law’ 

MPs visit jail over reported suicide incident


