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L o c a l

By Ben Garcia 

Recently a controversial incident at the Catholic church
in Kuwait City garnered international attention. Not
everyone knows that there is a sizable, diverse

Christian community in Kuwait. But Christians have been
here from the earliest days and in fact there are Christian
Kuwaiti families. 

Last December MP Ahmad Al-Fahdl called on the govern-
ment to declare Christmas a holiday. The gesture was wel-
comed by many Christians in Kuwait as ‘good’ for religious
tolerance and freedom of religion in the country. The consti-
tution declares that Islam is Kuwait’s official religion, but
provides absolute freedom of belief and freedom of reli-
gious practice here. According to the latest Public Authority
for Civil Information statistics, more than 822,000 Christians
reside in Kuwait. The overwhelming majority of them are
non-citizens, while approximately 200 plus Kuwaitis hailing
from eight families declare themselves Christians. 

Seven licensed churches
There are seven officially licensed Christian churches in

Kuwait that are recognized by the government: The
National Evangelical (Protestant), Roman Catholic, Greek
Catholic (Melkite), Coptic Orthodox, Armenian Orthodox,
Greek Orthodox and Anglican. The Ministry of Interior pro-
vides residency permits, security and protection of places of
worship of licensed churches, while the Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labor issues visas for clergy and other staff. The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Municipality handle
building permits and land issues.

The Seventh Day Adventist Church in Kuwait, a Christian
congregation, has been in existence in Kuwait for the last 45
years, and according to Pastor Jonnie, the current head of
the church in Salwa, it has encountered no issues with the
government. 
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Photos show some of the various church buildings around Kuwait. There are seven licensed churches and hundreds of thousands of Christians in Kuwait. — Photos by Ben Garcia


