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TOKYO: A controversial nationalist educator
said under oath yesterday he had received a
donation for his school from Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe despite the premier’s
repeated denials in an intensifying political
scandal that has gripped the country. The
nationally televised testimony by Yasunori
Kagoike came as his reportedly shady pur-
chase of government land at a huge discount
has dominated media coverage for weeks.

Abe, whose high approval ratings have
taken a hit, has repeatedly denied giving
Kagoike money and on more than one occa-
sion offered to resign if he was found to be
involved in the land deal. Analysts have said
that there would likely be nothing illegal in
such a donation, but if proven it could dam-
age Abe’s credibility given his steadfast
denials.

Kagoike operates a kindergarten in west-
ern Japan that inculcates pupils with pre-
World War II nationalist and native Shinto reli-
gious values and has made insulting com-

ments about Chinese and Koreans. When the
controversy erupted last month, he was
preparing to open an elementary school on
the land purchased from the government at a
price reportedly some one-tenth the market
value. The complex scandal has dominated
parliamentary deliberations for weeks and his
testimony prompted a media frenzy with five
networks broadcasting it live.

Kagoike was summoned for questioning
by lawmakers after his claim last week that
Abe’s wife Akie handed him one million yen
($9,000) in cash in his office in 2015 and said
the money was from her husband. Kagoike
offered no proof, but told lawmakers that he
vividly remembers the day when Akie Abe vis-
ited his kindergarten to deliver a speech. “She
asked her aide to step outside. When it was
just the two of us alone in the room, she said
‘This is from Shinzo Abe’ and gave me an
envelope containing one million yen as a
donation,” he told lawmakers.

“I have heard Madame Akie has (recently)

said she absolutely does not remember it. But
for us, it was such an honor and I remember it
very well,” he said. Abe’s government quickly
issued a fresh denial. “Of course, Madame
Akie has said she has no recollection” of giv-
ing him money, Yoshihide Suga, the govern-
ment’s top spokesman, told a regular briefing.
Kagoike’s testimony came as newspaper opin-
ion surveys have shown declines in support
for Abe amid the scandal.

The top-selling Yomiuri Shimbun found
that approval for Abe’s government has
recently dropped by 10 percentage points to
56 percent. Though still high, the daily said it
marked the biggest monthly fall since Abe
took office in December 2012. Kagoike has
drawn enormous public curiosity as his
kindergarten promotes eccentric, nationalistic
teachings similar to what was taught through
the end of the war. Pupils, for example, mem-
orize an 1890 imperial decree on education
blamed for teaching students they must die
for the emperor if necessary.—AFP

Japanese nationalist claims cash from Abe as scandal deepens

TOKYO: Yasunori Kagoike, operator of a
nationalistic school in Osaka, raises his
hand while giving a sworn testimony to a
lower house budget committee in Tokyo
yesterday.—AFP 

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte gestures as he answers questions from the press at Manila International
Airport yesterday.—AFP

Philippines’ President Duterte 
reignites martial law fears

Duterte considering measures to eradicate illegal drugs
MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte warned yesterday he may impose
martial law and suspend elections for tens of
thousands of local posts, fuelling concerns
about democracy under his rule. Duterte
said he was considering both measures as
part of his controversial campaign to eradi-
cate illegal drugs in society, and that martial
law would solve a range of other security
threats. “If I declare martial law, I will finish all
the problems, not just drugs,” Duterte told
reporters in a pre-dawn briefing after return-
ing from neighboring Thailand, which is
under military rule.

Duterte said that, as part of martial law,
he may create military courts to hear cases
against terrorists. “I will allow the military to
try you and put you to death by hanging,”
he said, referring to Islamic militants in the
south of the country. Since easily winning
presidential elections last year and taking
office nine months ago, Duterte has given
conflicting statements on whether he
intended to impose military rule. 

The issue is highly sensitive in the

Philippines, which is still trying to build a
strong democracy three decades after a
famous “People Power” revolution ended
Ferdinand Marcos’s dictatorship. Duterte has
previously warned he would be prepared to
defy constitutional safeguards and restric-
tions on martial law, although he and his
aides have later sought to downplay those
threats. Yesterday he gave an emphatic case
for martial law, saying it would stop the
Philippines from “exploding”. “I will be
harsh,” Duterte said as he described his
approach to military rule. 

Narco-politics   
Duterte also said he was planning to

appoint leaders of more than 42,000 dis-
tricts, known as barangays, across the nation
instead of having them elected in polls that
were scheduled for October. “We are looking
for a way to just appoint the barangay cap-
tains,” Duterte said, adding this was neces-
sary because 40 percent of them were
involved in drug trafficking. “Narco-politics
has entered the mainstream of Philippine

politics.” The elections, which by law should
be held every three years, are important to
the Philippines’ democracy because the
barangays are the smallest government unit
responsible for a wide range of local services.
Barangay officials also help to monitor com-
munities for illegal drugs and draw up the
lists of traffickers or addicts. Police use those
lists for raids that frequently lead to suspects
being killed. Duterte won the presidential
elections after promising during the cam-
paign to eradicate drugs in society by killing
tens of thousands of criminals.

Police have reported killing nearly 2,600
people in his drug war while rights groups
say thousands more have been killed in a
state-sanctioned campaign of mass murder.
Amnesty International and Human Rights
Watch have warned Duterte may be guilty of
a crime against humanity. Local opponents
have said they are planning to file a case
against Duterte with the International
Criminal Court, and a lawmaker last week
filed an impeachment complaint against
him in Congress.—AFP 

JINDO: Huddled in makeshift shipping container homes on
a South Korean waterfront, the relatives of the missing from
the Sewol ferry disaster have endured a harrowing wait to
recover their dead children. Nearly three years ago Lee
Keum-Hui’s daughter Eun-Hwa went on a school trip and
never returned. Lee rushed to Jindo, a five-hour drive from
the family home in Ansan, on the day the Sewol sank, hop-
ing to bring her frightened daughter home. She has lived at
Paengmok harbor, the closest port to accident, ever since,
unable to begin mourning. “I had brought a change of
clothes for my daughter... But I have been waiting for more
than 1,070 days now,” said Lee, recalling the night she first
stared blankly out at the dark sea that had taken her 16-year-
old. Eun-Hwa is one of the nine victims whose bodies could
still be trapped inside the Sewol, the 6,825-tonne ferry that
emerged from the murky depths yesterday. The vessel was
carrying 476 people when it went down off the southwest-
ern island of Jindo, leaving 304 people dead-almost all of
them schoolchildren in one of the country’s worst maritime
disasters.

“Time has stopped at April 16, 2014,” Lee said. Lee and
her husband, along with four other relatives of missing vic-
t ims,  set up temporary homes on a gravel  lot  near
Paengmok harbor. The wind rattles the stones, and their
showers are ice cold even in the depths of South Korea’s
chilly winter. “That’s nothing compared to what our daugh-
ters have to go through,” said Park Eun-Mi, the mother of
another missing student, Huh Da-Yun. “They’re in freezing
cold water.” 

Winter jackets, scarves and jeans hang in the shipping
container where she lives with her husband Huh Hong-
Hwan, a former steelworker. A sleeping bag is neatly laid out
on the floor. A small caricature portrait of Da-Yun drawn by a
well-wisher hangs on a wall, below her school ID card.

Let’s go home   
In Korean culture, family members stop mourning for the

dead after three years, but the relatives at Paengmok feel
that without their children’s bodies, they were never given a
chance even to begin. “People treat us as one of the
bereaved families, but we are different,” said Eun-Hwa’s
father Cho Nam-Seong. Walking down the harbor front
towards a lighthouse painted with a giant yellow ribbon-a
symbol for the victims of the disaster-Lee stopped and read
out the banners hanging on each side of the path.

“This is my favorite,” Lee says, pointing to one proclaim-
ing: “Let’s go home with mom.” Heavy rain pounded on
Lee’s yellow umbrella and strong gusts of wind blew in her
face as she walked past another poster bearing a picture of
her daughter. “My only wish is to be able to hold her in my
arms again,” she said, her voice trembling. —AFP 

Hopes and fears meet
for Sewol parents
as ferry emerges


