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DHARAMSALA: India and Australia begin the finale of a
bitterly fought Test series tomorrow, with home skipper
Virat Kohli keen to silence attacks that even Australia’s ex-
skipper Michael Clarke has warned are “getting out of con-
trol”. Kohli, who has been compared in the Australian press
to US President Donald Trump, has had a series to forget
so far after scoring only 46 in the first three Tests and injur-
ing his shoulder in the process. The 28-year-old, who
scored a record-breaking four double centuries in the four
previous series, has come under scrutiny both over his
form and his conduct under pressure after his controversial
outburst against his opposite number Steve Smith at the
end of the second Test in Bangalore.

Smith, who was accused by Kohli of abusing the
Decision Review System (DRS), had the last laugh by scor-
ing a massive 178 in the third Test which ended in a draw
Monday, leaving the series on a knife-edge at 1-1. Despite
clear-the-air talks before the Ranchi Test, more bad blood
flowed during the match with India taking offence when
Australia’s Glenn Maxwell made fun of Kohli’s injury by
clutching his shoulder in mock agony. Even the chief exec-
utive of the Australian cricket board, James Sutherland, has
been stirring the pot by telling a radio interviewer that he
didn’t think Kohli “knows how to spell the word” sorry.

A defense of Kohli has come from an unlikely quarter,
with Smith’s predecessor Clarke slamming the sniping and
saying: “This is getting out of control.” “I don’t think Virat
Kohli has done anything that Steve Smith wouldn’t do or
that I wouldn’t have done as (Australian) captain,” Clarke
told the India Today television network. “I  see the
Australian in Virat Kohli. That toughness that he displays
on the field, that was the way I was brought up by all the
champions in the team that I came into.” Clarke also
warned that a match-winning innings from Kohli could be
just round the corner. “He may come up with a big century
and win India the series in Dharamsala,” he said.

No style-change for Kohli   
India’s outstanding batsman of the series has been

Cheteshwar Pujara, who spent more than 11 hours at the
crease in the last Test as he ground out a double century.
While full of praise for Pujara, Kohli made clear after Ranchi
that he would not temper his swashbuckling style in a bid
to get back in the runs. “Everyone has different style of bat-
ting. I would not change mine,” he told reporters. After his
team held out for a draw in Ranchi, Smith said the momen-
tum was now with Australia going into the final game,
with the tourists only needing to avoid defeat to retain the
Border-Gavaskar trophy.

However, defeat could see Australia overtaken by South
Africa as the number two Test side behind top-ranked
India, with the Proteas currently playing a series against
New Zealand. “One-all in the series-massive game in
Dharamsala, really exciting and can’t wait,” said Smith after
the Ranchi Test. Peter Handscomb, one of Australia’s
heroes in Ranchi, said the tourists were confident of finish-
ing the series in style in Dharamsala, a Himalayan hill sta-
tion which is one of cricket’s most pictureque venues. 

“Already we can walk away from this series with our
heads held high, and if we keep performing the way we
are in this final Test we can definitely come away with a
win,” he told reporters in Dharamsala. Whatever the result,
India will retain their number one ranking at the end of a
season which has seen them host a record 13 Test matches
against four different visiting teams. Kohli has hinted that
fit-again fast bowler Mohammed Shami, who recently
claimed four wickets in a domestic one-day final, could be
brought into the starting lineup in Dharamsala. Australia
are expected to be unchanged for the match.—AFP 
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COLOMBO: Bangladeshi wicketkeeper Nurul Hasan attempts to catch a ball off a shot played by Sri Lanka’s board presi-
dent’s XI batsman Kusal Perera during a limited overs warm up match in Colombo, Sri Lanka on Wednesday, March 22,
2017. — AP 

NAIROBI: The World Cross Country
Championship takes place in Kampala
Sunday in Uganda’s biggest ever sports
showpiece, with the traditional rivalry
between Kenyan and Ethiopian athletes
set to dominate the event. More than 550
athletes from 59 countries and one
refugee team from South Sudan will take
part, making the event the biggest cross
country meeting since 2006 where 574
competitors took part in the Japanese city
of Fukuoka.  Kenya and Ethiopia have
dominated the event since 1981 and all
eyes will be on the two running-mad
nations at Kampala’s Kololo grounds,
scene of Uganda’s Independence celebra-
tions in October 1962.

Kenya won the men’s senior title a
record 18 years in row from 1986 to 2003,
with most of the wins under former
national team coach Mike Kosgei. Kosgei is
back with Kenya as the deputy team man-
ager for Kampala championships, and the
veteran coach has warned that although
Kenya will field a formidable team, the
hosts and a couple of countries with for-
mer Kenyan-born athletes should not be
underrated. “Many people are thinking the
race will be between Ethiopia and Kenya,
but they are forgetting about the
Ugandans and former Kenyans who are
competing for other countries l ike
Bahrain, Qatar and the United States”,
Kosgei said. 

“Uganda have a very strong team led
by the 2014 World and African 10,000m
champion Joshua Cheptegei and Timothy
Toroitich, winner of two big international
cross-country races in Spain this winter,”
Kosgei said. “Being the hosts should also
gives the Ugandans the home advantage
to show their pedigree before their home
crowd.” Bahrain claimed its first ever
medal at the last World cross country
championship in Guiyang with a bronze in
the team event, thanks to a legion of for-
mer Ethiopian and Kenyan runners.

Nearly a quarter of the 28-member
strong team representing the United

States are former Kenyans who have taken
up American citizenship. The United States
team includes the national cross country
champion Leonard Korir, who won the
Great Edinburgh cross country race in
January and the current Olympic 5000m
silver medalist, Paul Chelimo. The 26-year-
old Chelimo is one of the four athletes
named for the inaugural Mixed Relay, a
race comprising male and female runners
introduced for the first time to spice up
the championships.

Both Kenya and Ethiopian have named
an array of Olympic and world champions
in their teams for the relays, which will be

held before the main competition.  The
world cross country championship is con-
sidered one of the most difficult races to
win, even more difficult than the Olympic
Games, due to the tough course terrains.
Uganda becomes only the fourth African
country to host the International
Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF)
event in its 44th year history.  Morocco
hosted twice in 1975 and 1998, South
Africa in 1996 and Kenya in 2007. The
competition was changed from an annual
to a biennial event in 2011. Kampala also
marks the first time that senior women will
race the distance of 10 kilometers.—AFP 

Kampala hosts first
major sports showpiece

WELLINGTON: Injuries rocked New
Zealand and South Africa yesterday,
two days out from the start of the
third and final Test in Hamilton with
Tim Southee ruled out and Quinton
de Kock doubtful .  New Zealand,
under pressure to win if they are to
level the series, were already sweat-
ing on their firepower and the avail-
ability of Trent Boult when his new-
ball partner Southee was sidelined by
a hamstring injury. South Africa have
no experienced back up for de Kock,
who plays a prominent role in their
balance as a wicketkeeper-batsman.
The uncapped Heinrich Klaasen is
travelling as the sole replacement. 

The injuries added to the dark
clouds hovering near Hamilton with
the forecast for showers throughout
the five days of the Test, reducing the
prospect of a result. South Africa, in
an unbeatable 1-0 lead after the
eight-wicket, three-day thrashing
they inflicted on New Zealand in the
second Test at Wellington, said they

would make a late call on whether
the influential de Kock would play.
New Zealand, however, ruled out
Southee as soon as his hamstring tear
was confirmed but said there would
be no replacement bowler called up. 

This indicated a start for Boult, who
missed the Wellington Test through
leg soreness and has only had light
sessions in the nets this week ahead of
a final fitness test. Complicating South
Africa’s team selection with the ques-
tion mark over de Kock was the state
of the pitch. They had called in Dane
Piedt as a fresh spinner before
Keshav Maharaj and JP Duminy per-
formed with distinction in Wellington
but expectations of a spinners para-
dise in Hamilton appeared to be
unfounded. The pitch has a typical
New Zealand grass cover,  which
seemed at odds with coach Mike
Hesson’s claim that it  would be
unwise to do anything that would
further assist South Africa’s impres-
sive seam bowling attack. —AFP 
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