
NEW YORK:  Andrew Ladd scored the
tiebreaking goal with about 7 1/2 minutes
remaining in the third period as the New
York Islanders rallied for 3-2 victory over the
crosstown-rival  Rangers in the NHL on
Wednesday night. Anders Lee had a goal
and an assist, and Nikolay Kulemin also
scored for the Islanders, who pulled two
points  behind Boston for  the Eastern
Conference’s  second wild-card spot.
Anthony Beauvillier had two assists and
Thomas Greiss stopped 34 shots.

Mats Zuccarello and Rick Nash scored, and
Antti Raanta finished with 25 saves for the
Rangers, who remained six points behind
Columbus for third place in the Metropolitan
Division. The Islanders, who beat the Rangers
for the third time in four games this season
and seven of eight over the last two, won for
just the second time in six games (1-3-1). The
Islanders also improved to 17-9-4 since inter-
im coach Doug Weight replaced the fired
Jack Capuano. The loss extended the
Rangers’ home losing streak to seven games
(0-5-2) since beating Washington on Feb 19.

MAPLE LEAFS 5, BLUE JACKETS 2
William Nylander and Leo Komarov each

had a goal and an assist to help the Toronto
Maple Leafs beat the Columbus Blue Jackets.
Auston Matthews and Nazem Kadri also
scored, and Frederik Andersen had 32 saves
as Toronto stayed in the thick of the playoff
hunt in the Atlantic Division. Nikita Zaitsev
scored an empty-net goal after the Blue
Jackets pulled their goalie for a sixth skater
near the end. David Savard and Brandon Saad
scored for Columbus, which lost for the first
time in the last five games. Backup goaltender
Joonas Korpisalo stopped 26 shots. The Blue
Jackets stayed in third place in the
Metropolitan Division, two points behind
leader Washington and one behind
Pittsburgh.  They play the Capitals in
Washington on Thursday night.

DUCKS 4, OILERS 3
Rickard Rakell scored the go-ahead goal

while Hampus Lindholm had a goal and two
assists as the Anaheim Ducks defeated the
Edmonton Oilers. Jonathan Bernier made 29
saves, and Josh Manson and Patrick Eaves
also scored as Anaheim passed Edmonton for
second place in the Pacific Division with nine
games remaining for both teams. Cam Talbot
gave up four goals on 18 shots before being
pulled midway through the second period as
the Oilers’ four-game winning streak ended.
Connor McDavid had a goal and an assist, giv-
ing him 84 points to extend his league lead,
and Leon Draisaitl also scored for the Oilers.
Mark Letestu added a 6-on-3 power-play goal
with 6.7 seconds remaining. — AP 
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MIAMI: Eugenie Bouchard’s poor run of form con-
tinued as the Canadian suffered a first-round exit
at the hands of Australia’s Ashleigh Barty at the
Miami Open on Wednesday. Wildcard Barty’s 6-4,
5-7, 6-3 win sets up an all-Australian clash in the
second round against 14th seed Samantha Stosur.
But for the 23-year-old Bouchard, a former world
number five who has slumped to 56th in the world
rankings, it was another blow after her first round
exit in Indian Wells.

“It’s been a bit of a struggle,” said a stone-faced
Bouchard, who was unable to account for her loss of

form. Bouchard was a beaten finalist at Wimbledon in
2014 but, apart from a run to the semi-final at
Sydney, where she was beaten by Britain’s Johanna
Konta, she has been unable to make an impact this
year. Barty reproduced the gutsy tennis that helped
her secure her maiden WTA title at the Malaysian
Open in Kuala Lumpur last month. “We’ve had a
good pre-season and get a good foundation and the
stars aligned a bit for us this year so far. We have
worked hard and it is just that hard work starting to
pay off,” said the Australian.

The 20-year-old, who took time out from tennis in

2014 to play cricket, has never come up against her
compatriot Stosur before and while she will start as
clear underdog she is relishing the challenge. “It will
be good. Obviously we have trained together and hit
a lot so it will be interesting, I am really excited, for
me it is just another opportunity to go out and play,”
she said. Serbia’s Jelena Jankovic was another high-
profile early exit, the 2008 Miami finalist falling 4-6, 6-
4, 7-6(7/3) to Kazakhstan’s Yaroslava Shvedova.
Britain’s Heather Watson, who reached the fourth
round in Miami last year, was beaten 7-6 (7/4), 6-1 by
Romanian qualifier Patricia Maria Tig. — AFP 

More woe for Bouchard with Miami exit

New York Islanders left wing Nikolay Kulemin (86), of Russia (from left) and right wing Joshua Ho-Sang (66) celebrate with left wing
Anthony Beauvillier (72) after Kulemin scored a tying goal in the third period of an NHL hockey game against the New York Rangers at
Madison Square Garden in New York on Wednesday, March 22, 2017. — AP 

Ladd lifts Islanders 

BERLIN: The International Olympic
Committee was hopeful negotiations with
the National Hockey League would eventu-
ally be successful, allowing the world’s best
players to compete at next year’s
Pyeongchang winter Games, the governing
body said on Thursday. The NHL players’
participation is traditionally a thorny issue
for the Olympics with the season forced to
shut down for 2-1/2 weeks to accommo-
date the Games while club owners are con-
cerned with player injuries and the high
cost of insurance.

The NHL last met with the IOC and the
International Ice Hockey Federation in early
February but talks have so far been unsuc-

cessful and NHL Commissioner Gary
Bettman said this week it was unlikely the
players will travel to South Korea. “We
remain hopeful that the negotiations
between the IIHF and the NHL will prove
successful,” an IOC spokesperson told
Reuters. “The fans want to see the best
hockey players taking part in the Olympic
Winter Games Pyeongchang 2018.”

Bettman had told Reuters on Tuesday it
should be assumed players would not com-
pete at the winter Games in South Korea.
“There are no negotiations ongoing,”
Bettman said. “We were open to having dis-
cussions on a variety of things that might
mitigate the damage to our season but that

had no resonance. “As things stand now
people should assume we are not going.”
For handing over $3.5 billion in player con-
tracts the NHL is seeking something akin to
IOC Top Sponsor status that would allow the
league to market the Winter Games on its
platforms. The NHL has also said the IOC will
have to backtrack and pay player insurance
and transportation costs after saying it
would no longer bear the costs like it had
during the five previous Winter Games. The
NHL did not agree to go to the 2014
Olympics in Sochi until July, 2013. While
NHL owners have dug in, the IOC and IIHF
have both the players and the sponsors in
their corner applying pressure. — Reuters

IOC ‘still hopeful’ NHL players 
will compete in Pyeongchang 


