
WASHINGTON: US President Donald
Trump faced the biggest blow yet to his
young presidency as his bid to repeal
Obamacare went down in flames at the
hands of rebel Republican lawmakers.
Barely two months into his term, Trump
was forced to withdraw an embattled
Republican healthcare bill Friday, moments
before a vote, leaving his campaign pledge
to dismantle his predecessor’s healthcare
reforms unfulfilled.

The stinging defeat showed the limits
of Trump’s power to deliver on an ambi-
tious legislative agenda despite
Republican control of both houses of
Congress. Already rocked by a string of

damaging reversals and controversies,
Trump must now consider how to move
forward in the face of a fractured, rebel-
lious Congress. “Trump will have a very
hard time dealing with these divides
because he does not understand them,”
said John Pitney, a professor of American
politics at Claremont-McKenna College.

On Trump’s agenda are a major over-
haul of the tax system and a bill to upgrade
infrastructure like roads and bridges. “We
were very, very close” to securing enough
support for the bill, Trump said in the Oval
Office. But with no Democratic backing,
“we couldn’t quite get there”. 

Continued on Page 13
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Govt to name, shame slack 

officials as streets deluged 

Fire Dept uses boats, divers to rescue trapped motorists

KUWAIT: Firefighters and rescue workers salvage vehicles submerged in rainwater on Fahaheel Expressway
near Mangaf yesterday. Kuwait is experiencing unstable weather including thunderstorms, sandstorms and
strong winds.  — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat (More pics on Page 3)

KUWAIT: The minister of public works announced yes-
terday that a panel would be formed to examine why
some roads and public places were swamped with rain-
water late Friday. Civil servants who were slack and
failed to deal with the situation “would be exposed”
along with those who were responsible for the wide-
scale flooding witnessed in Kuwait due to heavy rain,
Abdulrahman Al-Mutawa indicated.  

In a statement to Kuwait News Agency (KUNA),
Mutawa said he held an emergency meeting with offi-
cials of his department to discuss the causes of the
problem. A special and neutral committee will be
formed to examine the causes that led to accumulation
of huge volumes of water on roads and public squares
in the country, he added, indicating that names of the
civil servants responsible for the problem would be
publicized.

The slack personnel including contractors will be
referred to the public prosecution, the minister
declared. The relevant panel will prepare a report about
the issue and refer it to competent authorities in two
weeks. Some low-lying locations in the country were
swamped with torrential rainwater late Friday, amid
unstable weather gripping the entire Arabian Peninsula. 

Meanwhile, the fire department’s PR and media
department said firemen dealt with 49 reports during
the stormy weather. The department added that all
land, marine and airport fire brigades were on full alert
during the stormy weather, when rainfall reached 50
mm in Ahmadi and boats had to be used to rescue 20
people trapped inside their vehicles by the rainwater.
KFSD added that divers made sure no one was trapped
inside completely submerged vehicles. —  Agencies

DUBAI: A controversial ban on carry-on laptops and
tablets on flights from the Middle East to the United
States and Britain went into effect yesterday - with
less fanfare and frustration than expected. From
Dubai to Doha, passengers on dozens of flights
checked in their electronic devices, many shrugging
off the measure as yet another inconvenience of
global travel. “It’s a rule. I follow the rules,” said Rakan
Mohammed, a Qatari national who flies from Doha
to the US two to three times a year. “The bigger
problem for my family is the no smoking. On a long
flight, they become restless after three hours.” 

At Dubai International, one of the world’s busiest
hubs, flag carrier Emirates dispatched staff to guide
passengers through one of the most intense travel
weekends of the year. Around 1.1 million people are
expected to pass through as the city marks UAE
spring break, Dubai Airports said. An estimated
260,000 travellers were expected each day from
Friday through tomorrow. Dubai International
Airport expects 89 million passengers this year. 

Staff in red suits could be seen at the airport yes-
terday carrying signs explaining the electronics ban,
ready to appease travellers with games

Continued on Page 13
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Trump suffers humiliating defeat

Troubled Obamacare repeal bid collapses

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump, with Vice President Mike Pence (right)
and Health and Human Services Secretary Tom Price, speaks from the Oval Office
of the White House on Friday.  — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump sat in the Oval Office
on Friday evening in an unfamiliar position - having
to own failure. His healthcare reform, his very first
significant legislative proposal, had fallen at the
first hurdle in a friendly Congress. For sure, the 70-
year-old businessman had faltered before - from
bankrupt casinos to shuttered hotels. But until now
bravado was enough to keep his brand intact, and
carry him all the way to the White House.

Now - in the fiercest spotlight in the world, as
president of the United States - there was nowhere
to hide. Fittingly perhaps, Trump addressed his fail-
ure from behind a desk in the Oval Office. It was in
that same spot that Harry Truman kept a sign that
encapsulated all the pressures and accountability
of an imperial presidency: “The buck stops here.” 

Trump was not ready to take quite that much
ownership, although he did profess to be “a little
surprised” by the plan’s failure. We got close, he
said, as if it mattered. But Trump offered surprising-
ly little criticism for his brothers-in-arms. That may
come when the dust falls. His criticism of the
Democrats - none of whom were ever going to
vote for a bill that dismantled Barack Obama’s sig-
nature health reform - felt almost formulaic. 

At the end of the day Republicans control the
House of Representatives, the Senate and the
White House, they should not have needed
Democratic votes. There was no avoiding it: The
self-professed “closer” had struck out. “Trump, it
turns out, is not actually able to put together any
deal that he wants,” wrote Julian Zelizer, professor 

Continued on Page 13
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MUSCAT: The lights on the Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque are switched off for an
hour yesterday as iconic landmarks and skylines plunged into darkness as the
‘Earth Hour’ switch-off of lights around the world got under way to raise aware-
ness of climate change. — AFP 

SYDNEY: Sydney’s Opera House and
Harbour Bridge plunged into darkness yes-
terday to mark Earth Hour, as global land-
marks began dimming their lights to draw
attention to climate change. Millions of
people from some 170 countries and terri-
tories were expected to take part in the
annual bid to highlight global warming
caused by the burning of coal, oil and gas
to drive cars and power plants. The event,
which originated in Sydney, has grown to
become a worldwide environmental cam-
paign, celebrated across all continents.

Conservation group WWF, which organ-
izes Earth Hour, said great strides had been
made in highlighting the dire state of the

planet. “We started Earth Hour in 2007 to
show leaders that climate change was an
issue people cared about,” coordinator
Siddarth Das said. “For that symbolic
moment to turn into the global movement
it is today, is really humbling and speaks
volumes about the powerful role of people
in issues that affect their lives.”

In Sydney, many harborside buildings
switched off their lights for an hour from
8.30 pm local time as the call for action
began rolling out across the world. “I agree
with the concept, 100 percent,” said stu-
dent Ed Gellert, 24, in Sydney. “I think peo-
ple probably avoid the fact that climate 

Continued on Page 13
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MANILA: A Filipino fisherman cast adrift in the high seas by a storm
survived for nearly two months by drinking rainwater as he helpless-
ly watched his uncle die beside him, the survivor’s mother said yes-
terday. The PNG Post Courier newspaper, quoting local police, said a
fishing vessel found Rolando Omongos, 21, adrift and without food
on a boat on March 9. Weak and distressed, he was examined by doc-
tors and held on the boat on the island of New Britain while arrange-
ments are being made for his return home, it said, adding his ordeal
lasted 56 days.

A January storm separated him and his uncle Reniel Omongos from
their main fishing vessel, leaving the two stranded on a tiny boat with-
out fuel, food or fishing tools, said Rosalie Omongos, the mother of the
survivor and brother of the deceased. “Rolando told me they lost their
voices after one week and my brother later died. My son said he cried
but his eyes were dry,” she told AFP, speaking by phone from the
Philippine port of General Santos. “He told me he kept his uncle’s body
on the boat in case a ship came to rescue them, but there was nothing
and so he threw it into the water when it started to smell,” she added.

After the storm Rolando and his 31-year-old uncle relied on rainwa-
ter they gathered using a one-gallon jug, the woman said. “They
endured hunger and thirst and their skin was burnt by the sun
because the boat did not have any roof,” she said. She said her son and
her brother sailed off from General Santos on Dec 21 along with other
fishermen aboard the bigger vessel.

But when the fishing boat and crew returned to port after the storm
without the two men, the family feared the worst. “We did not hear
anything from them for three months. We thought they were both
dead,” the woman said. The men’s employer later reported the rescue
and the death to the Philippine coast guard on March 10, General
Santos coast guard officer Emma Ruth Consuelo told AFP.

His mother said she spoke to her son by telephone on March 12,
three days after his rescue. “It is difficult for us to accept my brother’s
death, but we are overjoyed to learn that my son is alive,” said the 40-
year-old woman. The family and the Filipino coast guard both said
they did not know when the survivor would return home. His employ-
ers could not be contacted by AFP yesterday.  — AFP 

Filipino rescued after 56 days adrift

DUBAI: The lights on the Burj Khalifa tower are switched off for an hour in down-
town Dubai yesterday. — AFP 
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Nationality law

More than 50 years after the promulgation
of the Kuwaiti constitution and despite us
being a modern state, I fully believe there

are three fundamental issues that are still contro-
versial in Kuwait until now - the Kuwaiti nationality
law, the election law and women’s rights.

Some people may think that this is only an
objectionable opinion that lacks support by materi-
al evidence, because the nationality law is clear. As
is the election law for those who reach the age of
21. We also have a female MP in the National
Assembly and a minister in the government, so the
three elements have been achieved. 

I don’t think this is totally accurate. If this is true,
the controversy would not have continued over 50
years, until last week. The election law and
women’s right are not the aim of this article today,
but the possible changes in the nationality law has
sparked a heated debate in the society. The Kuwaiti
political scene these days seems a little complicat-
ed due to the desire of some MPs in the current
parliament to propose a law to amend some provi-
sions of Amiri decree no. 15 of 1959 of the Kuwaiti
nationality law.

Naturally, there is great sensitivity over these
issues in the Kuwaiti society, which suffers from a
large imbalance in the composition of the popula-
tion, and therefore each category has a personal
perspective of their own interests more than the
interests of the state, and this is very unfortunate,
because we are an urban and civil state. The indi-
vidual is expected to integrate in the state and not
vice versa, and disputes over such issues often raise
suspicion, especially at this time and over the cir-
cumstances experienced by the Gulf region.

The new parliamentary proposal includes the
following: Dual nationality is prohibited and the
interior ministry must notify such a person that one
of these should be relinquished within a period not
exceeding two years from the date of notification.
If the time limit ends without the announcement of
the choice of one of the two nationalities, an Amiri
decree must be issued on the proposal of the inte-
rior minister to withdraw the Kuwaiti nationality.

The proposal also includes a request to amend
some articles related to the revocation of nationali-
ty of those who gained nationality by fraud. The
proposal includes the clause that Kuwaiti nationali-
ty should be revoked for anyone in the following
cases (after it has been confirmed by a final judicial
ruling and based on a declaration submitted by the
interior minister):

Firstly, if the person enters military service of a
foreign country and remains there despite an order
issued by the government of Kuwait to leave it.
Secondly, if the person works for the benefit of a
foreign state which is at a state of war with Kuwait.
And finally, if the person joins a body or a group

that undermines the regime in Kuwait. According
to these incidences, the Kuwaiti nationality should
be revoked from the suspect alone. 

According to the proposal, the courts have the
right to examine decisions issued to withdraw and
revoke Kuwaiti nationality. Perhaps the most
important point here is that it clearly targets
restricting the authority of the cabinet minister in
withdrawing and revoking nationalities, and sub-
jects it fully to the judicial authority. But as a Kuwait
citizen, I have my concerns. According to some
press reports, the government has reservations
regarding the proposal of the role of the judicial
power on this.

Such action will lead to the inability of the exec-
utive authority to remove the person from the
place where he works, and they can continue to
harm the country’s interests. Also, this may involve
depletion of government funds unlawfully and liti-
gation may take years in courts, as well as the pos-
sibility of the expiration of the case or the death of
the perpetrator. These are eligible concerns.

The government is concerned over notifying
every Kuwaiti citizen who has acquired another
nationality by declaring the lawsuit in the newspa-
pers, specifying the time and waiting for the expiry
of the period stipulated in the declaration, then the
publication in the official gazette, and then issuing
an Amiri order for losing the Kuwaiti nationality,
because the proposal puts many burdens on the
ministry of interior and encourages people to
acquire a new nationality in the hope that it will
not be discovered. This is true, so the issue of lying
and cheating will not be resolved.

I agree that everyone has to respect the verdicts
of the judiciary, but I am in favor of the state opin-
ion that the issue of nationality is a sovereign right
of the country. It should not be left to any party in
granting or withdrawing it. After all, let’s not ignore
that the procedures of litigation in courts are slow
and this may threaten or harm the society and peo-
ple’s interests. The case may last years in court.

I believe the decision to grant or revoke nation-
ality is a state authority, so we need to be careful.
There seems to be a lot of anxiety and fear of allow-
ing such amendments in a vital case affecting the
future of Kuwait. I support the government’s reser-
vations, and the law of nationality should be han-
dled with extra care.

Local spotlight

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Recent statistics released by the Manpower and
Government Restructuring Program (MGRP) show that 81.1
percent of citizens registered for recruitment had filed to
get private sector jobs. Statistics also showed that the total
number of citizens registered for employment since the
beginning of January is 1,010, including 820 applying for
private sector jobs and 190 for public sector ones. MGRP is
a state department primarily concerned with helping
national manpower find jobs in the private sector.

SME fund
The parliamentary budgets and final statements com-

mittee met to discuss the budget of the national fund for
small and medium enterprises development (SME fund)
for the new fiscal year 2017-2018 and its final statement
for the fiscal year 2015-2016, in addition to the related

remarks of the State Audit Bureau (SAB). Committee
Chairman Adnan Abdulsamad said the meeting was held
in the presence of Minister of Commerce and Industry
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan.
Abdulsamad added that SAB was about to withdraw its
inspection teams for the second time because the SME
fund did not show any cooperation. He also urged the
minister to take serious measures to avoid the violations
detected by SAB, especially since the SME fund’s capital
was KD two billion, which could be jeopardized unless
regular bookkeeping is followed.  

Road projects
The Ministr y of Public Works’ (MPW ) Assistant

Undersecretary for Roads Engineering Affairs Ahmad Al-
Hassan said a total of KD 311,674,482 of the 2016-2017
budget allocated for the road sector projects (KD 373,
720,000) has been spent so far. Hassan explained that KD

70,274,949 was spent on various road projects during the
first three months of the fiscal year - April, May and June.
He added that KD 45,829,659 out of the total of KD
106,936,968 was spent during the final quarter of the
2016-2017 fiscal year. 

Expat teachers
The Ministry of Education’s (MoE) administrative sec-

tor starts receiving applications to update the informa-
tion of married expatriate female teachers this week to
make sure none of them receive rent allowance while
their husbands already receive it from another govern-
ment body. MoE stressed that all concerned teachers
would have to check with the ministry by the beginning
of April so that the rent allowances could be resumed for
them. Notably, the KD 60 rent allowance was suspended
for expat female teachers in February and March pend-
ing updating their information.

More citizens target

private sector jobs

Municipality law

needs amendments:

Councilor

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Chairman of the struc-
tural plan committee at the
Municipal Council Ali Al-Moussa
called for re-studying the new
municipality law 33/2016
because it includes many loop-
holes. Moussa added that prac-
tice showed that many of the
law’s articles need amendment.
For example, he noted that the
Municipal Council is currently
incapable of holding ordinary
meetings because of clause num-
ber 2 of article 13 of the law
which states that “a municipal
council member is deemed resigned from office if he files
to run for parliamentary elections.” Several Municipal
Council sessions were called off due to lack of quorum
since a number of members resigned to contest in National
Assembly elections that took place late last year.

Ali Al-Moussa

Speaker wraps up

3-day visit to Sweden

KUWAIT: National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem,
along with his entourage, con-
cluded yesterday a three-day
official visit to Sweden. 

Speaker Ghanem and his
associates were seen off at the
airport in Sweden by the State of
Kuwait Ambassador to the
nation, Nabil Al-Dekheel.

The delegation, comprising a
number of MPs, was in Rabat,
Morocco, on Saturday, where the
legislators took part in the Arab
Inter-Parliamentary Union conference, before they proceeded
to Sweden on Tuesday for meetings with the nation’s officials
and counterparts. —KUNA

Marzouq Al-Ghanem

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW) person-
nel apprehended a number of people on charges of steal-
ing power cables in Jahra. The detainees were taken to the
proper authorities for further legal procedures. MEW has
last year established a division where personnel are given
legal authority to investigate cases pertaining with power

cable thefts and arrest suspects involved in such cases. The
cables are stolen for the copper they contain which thieves
sell as junk metal. The division was established in response
to the growing number of such thefts which has resulted in
power cuts at various locations around the country. In oth-
er news, traffic police statistics about accidents over the
weekend showed that over 10 people were injured in 23
different traffic accidents.

Power cable thieves arrested in Jahra

RIYADH: Kuwait’s Ministry of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs has devised a
strategy to stifle the rise of violent
extremism and promote temperate-
ness in the Gulf region, a Kuwaiti offi-
cial said yesterday. Speaking after the
third meeting of Assistant Ministers
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs in the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC),
Undersecretary of Kuwait’s Ministry
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Fareed

Amadi said that the meeting “tackled
a number of pivotal issues to set the
stage for the meeting of GCC
Ministers of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs
slated for April 19-20 in Bahrain.”

He also spoke of plans to open
training centers that cater to the
growing demand for increased dia-
logue among Islamic scholars, part
of efforts to showcase the genuine
image of Islam, one that has been

sullied by extremism and terrorism.
Moreover, Amadi noted that plans
are in the works to open an obser-
vator y in  the Gulf  region that
would keep track of all anti-Islamic
propaganda.  

The meeting brought together del-
egations from across the Gulf region,
as the Kuwaiti contingent comprised
officials from Kuwait’s Ministry of
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs. —KUNA

GCC concocts plan to fight extremism: Official

BEIRUT: The Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development (KFAED) has
offered Lebanon a loan at a cost of KD 11.2
million ($36.9 million) to provide the coun-
try with a steady supply of water used for
consumption and irrigation.  The agree-
ment was co-signed yesterday by KFAED’s
Director General Abdulwahab Al-Bader
and the President of the Lebanese Council
for Development and Reconstruction
Nabil Al-Jassar.

Speaking after the deal was sealed,
Bader said that the loan will fund efforts to
deliver an adequate supply of water to the
Lebanese town of Bsharri, where residents
have long suffered from a dearth of fresh
water. Moreover, he noted that the water
will be instrumental in boosting local agri-
cultural production, which in turn, will help
buoy the Lebanese economy.  The KFAED
Director General added that the loan will
also fund a project to build 11 tube wells
with a production capacity of 10,000 cubic
meters per day, to ensure a sufficient sup-
ply of water.

On the loan, he said that it will be paid
over a 25-year timeframe with yearly

installments to cover the expenses of the
projects. Copious amounts of Kuwaiti
financial aid have trickled into Lebanon
over the years to finance development
projects in the country.

On Friday, Bader vowed to pursue sup-
port to development projects in Lebanon.
Speaking following a meeting with
Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Al-Hariri, Al-
Bader said he had discussed with Al-Hariri
KFAED-funded development projects, pri-
marily a sewage project in south Lebanon.

KFAED is also set to sign an agreement
with the Lebanese government over a
water and irrigation project in north
Lebanon, he added. He reiterated KFAED’s
interest in aiding projects that could bring
development and welfare to Lebanon.

The KFAED chief also met with Lebanese
Deputy Prime Minister and Health Minister
Ghassan Hasbani and discussed with him
health projects bankrolled by KFAED in
Lebanon. During the meeting, they also
addressed KFAED’s $86 million’s worth of
aid to Syrian refugees, $18.3 million of
which goes to the country’s health sector,
he said. —KUNA

KFAED, Lebanon sign $36.9 million loan deal

Director General of KFAED Abdulwahab Al-Bader meets with Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Al-Hariri.

BEIRUT: KFAED’s Director General Abdulwahab Al-Bader (left) and President
of the Lebanese Council for Development and Reconstruction Nabil Al-
Jassar shakes hands after signing the agreement. —KUNA

I don’t think this is totally
accurate. If this is true, the

controversy would not have
continued over 50 years,

until last week. 
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KUWAIT: Photos taken yesterday morning show a tunnel on the Fahaheel Expressway leading to Mangaf completely submerged with rainwater after Friday evening’s thunderstorm. Some low-level locations in
the country were flooded with torrential rain water amid an unstable weather affecting the entire Arabian Peninsula. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Rainwater floods 
streets in Kuwait
Rainwater floods 
streets in Kuwait
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) has
launched a hefty marketing campaign in col-
laboration with Ali Alghanim and Sons
Automotive. The first of its kind in Kuwait, the
campaign offers unprecedented discounts to
KFH Elite, Ruwad and Tammayuz segments of
customers on 21 models of the luxurious
German cars; BMW  Range Rover, Land Rover
Discovery and Mini Cooper. 

KFH offers several financing advantages to

forward sale customers and to the financing
leasing programs. The benefits are installment
without profit 0% for a period of 5 years, free
periodical maintenance, 5 year warranty and
other benefits that reiterate KFH leading posi-
tion in the car financing market, yet reflect its
keenness to offer the best discounts and
advantages to its customers and reinforce its
ties and cooperation with the instrumental
partners in the market.

Mohamed Ghandour, Group Deputy
General Manager Products at KFH said that the
campaign is a tip of the iceberg, indicating
KFH strives to uniquely offer competitive dis-
counts to its customers in continuation of its
pioneering role in the field of auto financing. 

Ghandour statement was made on the
sidelines of the campaign launch in presence
of Ali Alghanim and Sons Automotive officials
and the General Manager Yousef Al-Qatami.

He added that KFH has the largest market
share and works tirelessly to strengthen its
position in the market for the best interest of
its customers. KFH spares no efforts in offering
best discounts to customers in collaboration
with its partners in this field. This campaign
encompasses different global trademarks. It is
considered as the biggest campaign in terms
of cars diversity and number of models; SUVs,
family, sports, luxurious, sedan etc. This comes
in line with KFH strategy to aspire for cus-
tomers ambitions and meet their needs. 

He illustrated that the campaign includes
different financing products such as forward
sale, financing leasing and financing against
securities. KFH, for the first time, offers free
comprehensive insurance on the financing
leasing (lease to own) throughout the 3-5

years leasing period. Ghandour stressed the
importance of customer service, while meet-
ing their requirements, boosting the market
and strengthening ties with partners. 

Meanwhile, Ali  Alghanim and Sons
Automotive General Manager Yousef Al-
Qatami praised the strong partnership with
KFH, indicating that the long partnership with
KFH contributed in offering best discounts
and privileges to customers.

He added “our partnership with KFH will be
a major pillar for Ali Alghanim and Sons
Automotive endeavors for the year 2017. KFH
offers customers 0% profit on car financing,
and we offer 5 year maintenance and warran-
ty. This is a real opportunity to customers to
own the cars. It’s undoubtedly the best offer in
the market.”

KFH Offers Unprecedented Discounts on
BMW, Range Rover, Land Rover, Mini Cooper
In Collaboration with Ali Alghanim and Sons Automotive

KUWAIT: KFH and Ali Alghanim and Sons Automotive officials pose for group photos at the company’s showroom.

KUWAIT: The latest results from the Middle
East Consumer Confidence Index survey car-
ried out by Bayt.com, the Middle East’s num-
ber one job site, and YouGov, research and
consulting organization, indicates that the
majority of Kuwaiti residents (71 percent),
have either experienced an improvement or
no changes towards their financial condition
during the past six months. 

National economic conditions
Nearly six in 10 respondents in Kuwait

believe that their country’s economy has
either “improved” or “remained at the same
level” during the past six months, while less
than a third of respondents suggest that the
economy has “receded.” When asked about
future expectations, 47 percent of Kuwait
respondents said that they are optimistic
about the economy improving, compared to
only 14 percent who believe the opposite. 22
percent of respondents expect the economy
to “remain the same.” 

When it comes to current business con-
ditions, almost  four in 10 Kuwaiti respon-
dents believe that the business conditions
are either “good” or “very good,” 38 percent
believe that the conditions are “average,”
while 19 percent believe they are “bad” or
“very bad.” Kuwaiti respondents are opti-
mistic about the business conditions with-
in the next year, where 55 percent believe
that they will “improve.” 21 percent expect
business conditions to “remain the same”
and only 14 percent said that they could
get worse.

Personal economic conditions
Seventy one percent of Kuwaiti respon-

dents believe that their current financial
position is now “better” or the “same as six
months ago.” Less than a quarter (22 percent)
of respondents believe that it has become
“worse.” When it comes to future expecta-
tions, more than half (56 percent) of Kuwaiti
respondents expect that their financial situa-
tion will “improve” in the next six months,
and 21 percent believe that it will “remain the
same as it is now.” Only 13 percent of respon-

dents expect it to become worse. Looking at
residents’ opinions on the cost of living in
Kuwait, a considerable proportion of respon-
dents (62 percent) expect the cost of living to
“increase” in the next six months, compared
to 21 percent who believe that it will “remain
the same” and 5 percent who believe that it
will “decrease.” 

Current job perspective
In Kuwait, over four in ten (42 percent)

employed respondents reported that the
number of employees in their companies
has increased over the past six months. The
majority of those who were surveyed (42
percent) expect the number of employees
in their organization to increase over the
next six months. 

With regards to satisfaction levels, nearly
six in 10 Kuwaiti respondents are satisfied
with their career growth opportunities. When
it comes to compensation, 42 percent of
Kuwaiti respondents are satisfied and 45 per-
cent are satisfied with the non-monetary
benefits they receive. Nearly half (48 percent)
of respondents in Kuwait are satisfied with
the level of job security that they have in
their current organization. 

“As the leading job site in the Middle East,
we find it vital to provide all professionals
with insights on the economic and financial
conditions and how they connect to the job
market and availability of career opportuni-
ties,” said Suhail Masri, Vice President of
Employer Solutions, Bayt.com. “We want to
always empower professionals, job seekers
and employers alike, to address and over-
come any economic changes and make room
for improvements in their careers. Employers
who are invested in attracting, hiring, and
retaining quality talent, who help them maxi-
mize productivity, will find our tools, such as
CV Search and Job Postings, to be exactly
what they need. Similarly, job seekers who
stand in face of tough competition will make
use of over 10,000 jobs that are available on
Bayt.com on any given day as well as the
numerous job search tools and resources
that help make them stronger candidates.” 

Spending and investment 
When it comes to future spending and

investment plans, one third (33 percent) of
Kuwaiti respondents claim that they are plan-
ning to buy a vehicle for personal use in the
next 12 months. Of those who are planning to
purchase a vehicle, 53 percent are planning to
buy a new one, while 41 percent are planning
to buy a used one. 

Respondents were asked about their plans
to invest in property, 35 percent of Kuwait
respondents say that they are planning to pur-
chase property in the next 12 months. Of
those who are planning on making a property
investment, 50 percent will be looking to buy
a new property, while 39 percent plan to
invest in a pre-owned property. In terms of
the type of property, more than four in ten
respondents are planning to purchase an
apartment (42 percent), while 33 percent will
buy a villa/townhouse/bungalow and 17 per-
cent plan to invest in commercial property.

Regarding purchasing plans for consumer
goods, 16 percent of Kuwaiti residents plan to
purchase furniture within the next six months,
14 percent of respondents are planning to buy
a tablet or a smartphone, and 13 percent plan
to buy a desktop or a laptop.

Arleen Gonsalves, Associate Research
Manager, YouGov, said: “It is important for us
to regularly conduct thorough research
regarding consumer sentiments and opinions
and share that information with the region.
The Middle East Consumer Confidence Index
survey gives us many insights into the person-
al, business and economic conditions of the
region. For instance, the majority of respon-
dents are anticipating an increase in the cost
of living and perhaps that signals a need to re-
evaluate the stability of personal finances and
plan income sources accordingly.” Data for the
Bayt.com Middle East Consumer Confidence
Index survey was collected online from
January 10 to January 31, 2017, with 2,750
respondents from the UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain, Syria, Jordan,
Lebanon, Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria.
Males and females aged over 18 years old, of
all nationalities, were included in the survey.

71% Kuwaitis sustained or improved
financial conditions in past 6 months

According to latest Bayt.com, YouGov survey

KUWAIT: Oil prices are expected to touch
the level of $58 per barrel (pb) by end of
2017, if OPEC and non-OPEC countries com-
mit to cutting output, Chief Executive Officer
of Kuwait Catalyst Company Hasan
Qabazard said. Oil prices may drop to $40 pb
if non-OPEC countries fail to commit to their
pledges aiming to reduce production,
Qabazard, who was a senior official at OPEC,
said in an interview yesterday.

He added that average oil price depends
on the commitment of OPEC and non-OPEC
countries to cut output. Levels of commer-
cial stocks in industrial countries will play a
key role in determining oil prices in the
forthcoming period, he noted.

Qabazard expected that price of Brent
crude oil will be around $55 a barrel in case
only OPEC countries abide by the agree-
ment to reduce output.  He, however,
stressed that if non-OPEC countries, mainly
Russia, are committed to the agreement,
which entered force beginning of this year
and aimed at slashing over 1.5 million bpd,
the price will rise to reach $58 a barrel. “It
cannot be said that OPEC has regained its
influential status on global oil markets after
the agreement, as it always have effective

position in these markets, and produces 35
percent of global oil output,” he said.

Asked about results of reducing output,
he said the outcomes have been ‘good’ so
far, as prices rose to levels of $53-56 for
Brent crude. He anticipated that prices will
be around the same levels or slightly lower
during the forthcoming period, saying it
depends on the development of commercial
stocks.  Qabazard said choosing Kuwait to
head the monitoring committee on cutting
oil output means that it is a ‘neutral country.’

He pointed out that many member states
have the same impression, as Kuwait was
chosen in 1994 to chair the committee of
monitoring output when OPEC decided to
calculate OPEC states’ production. He
affirmed the necessity of abiding by the
agreement to cut production to be in favor
of prices and stability by the end of 2017.
The official reiterated the importance of
monitoring markets closely, and “I think
OPEC is currently doing this job.”

Asked about the Kuwait Catalyst
Company, he said that it was formed in 1996
and started its production in 2000, adding
that it is a leading industry in the country.
He noted that international buyers required

5,500 tons of catalysts but the company was
only producing around 5,000 tons a year.

He anticipated that production of the
company would rise from 4,000 tons to
9,000 tons per year, with the operation of
the two environmental fuel projects and the
new refinery. He explained that catalyst is a
substance which leads to a chemical reac-
tion that can’t be consumed in any chemical
operations. He stated that catalyst is able to
remove sulfur and other impurities from
heavy oil and transfer its particles into light
oil free of impurities to be easily refined to
produce clean fuel.

Kuwait is chairing the joint ministerial
committee which includes OPEC Algeria
and Venezuela, and non-OPEC Oman and
Russia.  Last November,  OPEC member
states agreed, during a meeting in Vienna,
on cutting oil production by about 1.2 mil-
lion barrels per day as of the beginning of
this year.  OPEC also received pledges by
non-OPEC countries to reduce their output
by 458,000 barrels per day. The level of
OPEC output is 32.5 million barrels per day,
with the aim of supporting prices, which
have declined due to the surplus of crude
at global markets. — KUNA

Expert predicts oil at
$58 pb by 2017’s end
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A man applies for a visa at the Al-Qabas Assurex company.

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: As the peak summer travel season
approaches, Al-Qabas Assurex (QAVISA) and
the German Embassy in Kuwait held a press
conference on Thursday at the QAVISA office
to encourage travelers to Germany this sum-
mer to apply for their visa early to avoid
delays.

Al-Qabas Assurex has been the exclusive
visa application center for the German
embassy in Kuwait since 2011. “Those who
plan to travel to Germany this year should not
wait till the last minute to apply for a visa as
the procedure will take much longer. If they
apply today, it will be much quicker,” said
Manager Ameera Mohammed during the
press conference. 

There are advantages of getting the visa
issued at Al-Qabas Assurex. “The applicant will
save time and effort by using the services of
QAVISA, as we provide all services related to
the visa requirements including fingerprint-
ing, photos, insurance and other services here
at the center. A Schengen visa entitles the
holder to a stay not exceeding 90 days per six-
month period, even if the Schengen visa has
been issued with a validity of one year or
more,” she pointed out. 

QAVISA does not provide long-term visas.
“An expected duration of stay over 90 days is
considered long-term stay. Long-term visa
applications (eg for studying, work permits,
family reunification) cannot be processed
through Al-Qabas but have to be handed in
directly at the embassy,” explained
Mohammed.

12,000 visas
Last summer, the visa section of the German

Embassy processed almost 12,000 visas per
month and waiting times lengthened due to
the high number of short-notice applications.
“Therefore, the German Embassy would like to
call upon all travelers to start filing their
Schengen visa applications for their annual
vacation in Germany from now and not wait
just a few days before their planned trip in
order to avoid any inconveniences. At the

moment, appointments at the application cen-
ter can be obtained within 1-2 days. During the
summer travel season, waiting times of one
week or more for an appointment may occur
due to high demand,” noted Consul Marisa
Kollenberg, head of the visa section at the
embassy.  The number of Kuwaitis travelling to
Germany has increased in the past few years.
“With almost 65,000 applications processed by
the end of 2016, the German Embassy in
Kuwait has recorded an impressive increase of
over 100 percent for Schengen visas within the
last four years,” she added.

According to her, more students from
Kuwait plan to study in Germany. “The majori-
ty of applicants consist of Kuwaiti citizens and
their families wishing to travel for holiday,
leisure and medical visits. Expatriates in
Kuwait also show growing interest in
Germany for holidays, trade fairs and business
visits thanks to the continuously expanding
business relationships between Kuwaiti and

German companies,” she added.

Popular destinations
“Cities like Munich, Berlin, Aachen and

Frankfurt number amongst the most popular
destinations. Many travelers, however, also like
discovering the different regions of the country
by car or train, where they can enjoy scenic land-
scapes, unique shopping experiences and pre-
mium healthcare facilities at the same time. Also,
more Kuwaitis have bought houses and proper-
ties in Germany,” stressed Kollenberg. Applicants
from any nationality can apply for a German visa
as long as they have valid passports. “After an
application for a Schengen visa has been submit-
ted, processing normally takes between 3-5
working days if the applicant is Kuwaiti national,
or up to 12 days if the applicant has a different
nationality. In individual cases, it can take up to
two weeks after all the required papers have
been submitted to receive the necessary clear-
ances,” concluded Kollenberg. 

Travellers to Germany urged
to apply for visa early this year
More Kuwaitis visited Germany in the past few years

KUWAIT: Al-Qabas Assurex Manager Ameera Mohammed (left) and German Consul Marisa
Kollenberg attend the press conference. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: On the eve of launching the
first Kuwaiti Youth and Tourism Forum,
more officials have called for efforts to
make the event a real chance to launch a
new era of cooperation amongst all par-
ties concerned with tourism, develop-
ment, small and medium enterprises,
creating job opportunities, diversifying
national sources of income, the environ-
ment and national heritage.

The forum takes place on March 27th
and 28th at Kuwait Regency Hotel, under
the patronage of Minister of Cabinet
Affairs, Acting Minister of Information
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-
Sabah. It will be held in collaboration
between the information ministry ’s
tourism sector and Leaders Group, which
serves as the United Nations World Trade
Organization’s (UNWTO) representative in

Kuwait. Participants in the forum’s activi-
ties include UNWTO, the National Fund
for Small and Medium Enterprise (SME)
Development, the Ministry of Interior, the
Ministry of Youth Affairs, The Scientific
Center, Sabah Al-Ahmad Heritage Village,
Bayt Al-Othman Museum, the Manpower
and Government Restructuring Program,
The Kuwait Hotels Union and the Vintage
Vehicles Museum.

The forum also includes various work-
shops and lectures presented by suc-
cessful young Kuwaiti entrepreneurs
such as the founder of the first online
restaurant delivery website ‘Talabat’
Mohammed Jaafar, Saudi Arabia’s
Tourism Authority Consultant Monther
Al-Ansari, Planning Team Member at
Kuwait Municipality Phoebe Al-Salem
and many others.

Mohammed Jaafar Monther Al-Ansari Phoebe Al-Salem

Calls to make forum platform
to launch tourism cooperation 

WASHINGTON: Kuwaiti playwright Sulayman
Al-Bassam will return to the Kennedy Center
stage in Washington for the world premiere of
the first work to his newest trilogy, “Petrol
Station.” The story takes place at a remote
petrol station on the border of an unnamed
country in the Gulf.

“It ’s a modern dystopian story which
addresses the problems of human identity,
borders, loyalty, betrayal, love, ambition and
the struggle for power in a civil war-torn
country where the currency of exchange is
smuggled petrol and fleeing refugees,”
Bassam said.

“Petrol Station is the tragic backdrop to a
familial standoff where the crimes and secrets
of one generation make violent claims on the
lives of the next,” he added.  The cast consists
of only American actors who portray widely
diverse characters ranging from migrant
workers to greedy warlords.

“With various travel bans being imposed
by the US I was faced with the fact that my
usual troupe of pan-Arab actors probably
couldn’t perform in the United States at this
time,” Bassam explained. “So we are using an
all-American cast to present a cross-cultural
drama.” Bassam’s time as an artist in residence
at New York University is what he says allowed
him to develop an “American voice to tell an
Arab story” in which he deliberately choose to
write the story in English. “Choices around
casting; African American and Spanish speak-
ers, and the way the story might carry echoes
of other stories and moments from American
or Western politics will resonate with US audi-
ences where it is no longer ‘happening some-

where else’ but on their own doorstep,” he
said. Bassam was inspired to write Petrol
Station after finding interest in the “periodic
violence of the human experience. “I first
started writing it in 2003 at the start of the
US-led invasion of Iraq where scenes remind-
ed me of the burning oil fields in Kuwait from
the withdrawing Iraqi army twelve years earli-
er,” he said. “Petrol Station is a shift in the form

of spatial and temporal space where events in
the play intersect with current and modern
day events.” Bassam’s previous work includes
his five part Arab Shakespeare Trilogy in
which the second work, Richard III: An Arab
Tragedy, was also presented at the Kennedy
Center. He said he hopes to offer performanc-
es of Petrol Station to Kuwaiti and Arab audi-
ences soon. —KUNA

Kuwaiti playwright kicks off
world premiere of ‘Petrol Station’

Kuwaiti playwright Sulayman Al-Bassam

Secretary General of National Center for Culture, Arts and Letters Ali Al-Yoha

KUWAIT: Kuwait First Film Festival kicked
off Friday amid distinguished atmospheres
including shows of art and cinema. The
shows outline the leading cinema march of
the State of Kuwait that was launched in
the beginning of the last century.

Addressing the festival,  Secretary
General of National Center for Culture, Arts
and Letters (NCCAL) Ali Al-Yoha said in a
speech on behalf of Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-
Sabah that culture and arts are pillars of the
modern state.

Yoha added that art industry has
evolved in the State of Kuwait, and become
a mirror of progress and development,
referring to keenness of many countries on
organizing festivals to brief their nations on
latest development in cinema industry.
Kuwait has made great strides in cultural
fields, and been existing on area of cinema
for 40 years, he said.

Meanwhile, Shaker Abul, head of festi-

val, said the event would not be based only
in showcasing cinema works of directors
but it will help participants share expertise
and ideas. The festival will hold several lec-
tures, seminars and workshops which fea-
ture some experts in this industry, he not-
ed. It invited some guests from Egypt,
Jordan, Qatar, Lebanon, the United States,
the United Kingdom, Italy, France, Canada,
Germany, Malta and Czech Republic, he
revealed.  The event is held under the aus-
pices of Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah,
who is also Acting Information Minister and
Chairman of NCCAL.

The pioneers of filmmaking, who have
played outstanding roles on artistic arenas
in Kuwait and all over the world, were hon-
ored during inaugurating the event on
Dasma Theater. Directors Khaled Al-
Nasrallah, Hashem Mohammad, Abdullah
Al-Mekhyal and others were honored dur-
ing the event which runs until March 28 at
the National Library of Kuwait. — KUNA

First Kuwait Film Festival kicks off
amid distinguished atmospheres
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Crime
R e p o r t

Mosque’s imam stabbed

Fatal crash
A 49-year-old American man was instantly killed and a

35-year-old Pakistani national injured in a collision in Mina
Abdullah. Security sources said that the injured man was
medevacked to Adan Hospital for treatment. Separately, a
female citizen was severely injured when she was trapped
inside her wrecked vehicle in a collision along Fahaheel
Expressway. Security sources said that the woman was
rushed to Adan Hospital’s intensive care unit.

Pedestrian hurt
A search is on for an unidentified person who used

an air rifle to shoot at pedestrians in Salmiya and
injured an Egyptian in his forties. — Al-Rai and Al-Anbaa

KUWAIT: Accusations towards expats for draining out
state resources and blaming them for demographic
imbalances has been increasing recently. It was even
suggested to ban providing medicines to expats at
public hospitals and clinics in order to achieve ‘social
justice for citizens.’ I have been wondering over the
past few days how this will achieve social justice for
the citizens. What do expats have to do with social
justice? Do citizens actually lose social justice because
of expats? 

Social justice means equality amongst various
social classes. Which means everyone should be treat-
ed equally without differentiating between wealthy
and poor, regardless of affiliations or nationalities.
When comparing citizens to expats in Kuwait, we find
a great deal of inequality in so many aspects. For
example, they both do not get the same wages, like in
many countries where productivity is more important
than nationality. Expats do not have access to so
many services like citizens such as accommodation,
education, health care and many others. 

Therefore, there is no way to compare them both,
and thus, raising the slogan of ‘social justice for citi-
zens’ is illogical and misused, which only make citi-
zens fake the feeling of  injustice and instigates
unnecessary provocative feelings. Though health
insurance is a good idea, most expats work for min-
istries and governmental institutions. How can we
then save anything from the budget if the govern-
ment keeps paying health insurance for its employ-
ees? In addition, some doctors said that the cost of
medical treatment in Kuwait is far more than that of
the medicine. Nevertheless, some people still insist
that banning medicine is the solution. 

Some expats might come up with foul practices
such as selling medicines or getting more than they
need. Yet, it is unacceptable to punish them all
because of the acts of a certain group. Why deprive a
truly sick person who has a limited wage and in need
of medicine from his/her simplest human rights?
Moreover, subsidized food items given to citizens are
smuggled to some expats for personal use or to sell.
Who would guarantee the same will not happen with
medicines? 

Reducing expat population this way will not be
useful and will not solve the true problem Kuwait is
facing. Simply speaking, if all expats leave, we will not
be able to cover all professions they currently occupy
because we lack practical experience in some fields
such as construction and others. In addition, some
professions are socially unacceptable and need time
to be accepted by the society. Moreover, claims that
expats are taking citizens’ jobs are also untrue
because if you review employment methods followed
in Kuwait, you will see that twice as much as needed
are employed in a department that only needs 10
employees. 

All countries hiring expatriates suffer from accom-
panying economic, social or other problems because
such employment has its pros and cons. However,
because of the government’s mismanagement, many
problems have come up and expats are being
blamed for them. 

German Chancellors Angela Merkel hosted many
Syrian refugees in the name of humanity despite of all
the problems that emerged in Germany including ter-
rorism. The difference between them and us is that
they accept both merits and demerits of their own
decisions, unlike us. We do not accept expat-caused
problems though expats had been brought to Kuwait
according to regulations and laws. We do not view
expats as partners in the construction process, we
rather view them as opportunists who have come to
take our wealth and then will run back to their home
countries. 

Accordingly, expats view citizens as racists who
consider expats as servants, not as human beings who
have rights and obligations. This eventually creates a
big disagreement, causing disturbed relationships
that might snowball into a crisis. 

One of the negative reflections of our views for
expats happened recently when an academic
addressing members of the National Union of
Kuwaiti Students in the United States made fun of
Egyptians and spoke about the state’s mismanage-
ment. He made his remarks before students who
should be qualified to build their own country
instead of filling their minds with political opposi-
tion’s ideas. So, this negative attitude of ordinary
people also affected academic figures who ought to
be wiser and more aware.

We are not against economic reform but only if it
is done without provocation and through complete
studies of pros and cons instead of using slogans
that will only make citizens feel some kind of imagi-
nary fake injustice because Kuwaitis are much hon-
ored and respected in their state. We need to reform
the labor market, fight visa traffickers and set mini-
mum wages so that expats will not feel oppressed
and overburdened with high cost of living. We also
need to deport marginal laborers. Only then will we
find the true solution of the problem instead of
resorting to temporary ones for the sake of getting
more electoral gains. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times

Expat-o-phobia
Al-Anbaa

By Saqr Al-Ghaylani 

Miserable theatrical approaches
have been dominating most local
issues and concerns, and the lat-

est was that of Al-Mubarakiya Market. This
issue came after a series of issues includ-
ing the citizenships, solving demographic
imbalances, amending article 79 of the
constitution and compelling each human
being in Kuwait to give a saliva specimen
to undergo DNA tests via a silly law. 

Yes, indeed, all  such issues were
staged, and were nothing more than the-
atrical acts made by decision-makers
proposing hollow projects that are fol-
lowed by public opinion reactions and
frightening people of such possible life-
threatening decisions; before other deci-
sion-makers interfere and defuse the
problem by annulling previous officials’
decisions and so on. Eventually, the plays
are concluded by expressing gratitude
and appreciation to whomever defused
the problem. This is absolutely the peak
of taking people and the public opinion
so lightly through creating fake heroism
and suggesting one-sided incomplete
topic for discussion, which does not
require any courage. 

The citizenship issue should be sub-
ject to the judiciary instead of exempting
the prime minister from accountability
because of a deal involving only three
withdrawn citizenships. The issue of
increasing fees requires a professional

study so that justice can be achieved and
state economy be protected in other
manners than the comic one followed in
Al-Mubarakiya Market. 

Solving demographic problems
require more due attention to Public
Authority for Applied Education and
Training (PAAET) programs and fighting
human traffickers instead of expelling
expatriates, etc. We have had enough of
such cheap scenarios. We have had
enough of creating fake heroism by prof-
iteers licking officials’ boots and extend-
ing ‘sincere gratitude and appreciation.’

Ironically, all this is happening at a
time when we do not have a true theatre
tackling socio-economic concerns; one
that will surely be subjected to censor-
ship, clipping and script mutilation. The
entire show might even be banned for
some reason. Liberties in Kuwait are
decreasing and we now have prisoners
of opinion. 

However, only politicians have the
right to impose their plays on us without
any sort of censorship or tickets. This is
probably happening because they have
a kind of immunity that the law does not
grant to true writers. However, the so
many acts of this silly play will never falsi-
fy people’s memory or derail them from
focusing on the major problem in my
beloved Kuwait; not applying the consti-
tution. —Translated by Kuwait Times

Uncensored plays
Al-Jaridaa

By Mudaffar Abdullah

KUWAIT: An Egyptian imam of an Um Al-Haiman mosque
was rushed to Adan Hospital after a young citizen stabbed
him in the shoulder in the area’s co-op parking, said Ahmadi
mosque manager Ahmed Al-Otaibi. He explained that the
imam was driving his car inside the co-op’s parking lot
when the young man approached from the wrong side of
the road and asked the imam to back off, which he was in
the process of doing when the young man stepped out of
his vehicle, angered by what he believed was a long time
taken by the imam to reverse, and stabbed him. A case was

Al-Jarida

Law

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) cele-
brated Mother’s Day with its employees and
customers on March 21, 2017, spreading the
joy of this occasion across its branches with
delightful gestures. The bank welcomed staff
member with a box of chocolates as a token
of appreciation for their ongoing efforts, and
in recognition of the key role they play in
supporting their families. ABK female cus-
tomers were also recognized and were pre-
sented with fresh flowers upon entering any
of the Bank’s branches throughout the day. 

The bank also celebrated this occasion
with the elderly, as it sponsored the
Ministry of Social Affair ’s Mother’s Day
event, which was held at the elderly home.
The event aimed to spread joy among sen-
ior citizens in the midst of a fun ambiance
with live music and gifts, specially arranged
for this special day. ABK continuously seeks
opportunities that allows  the Bank  to

engage with its people and spread positivi-
ty in the surrounding communities in
which it operates.

ABK Celebrates Mother’s Day
with its Staff and Customers

Brutal assault
A 17-year-old citizen narrowly escaped death when five

others attacked him at a sport center in Sabahiya, breaking
his skull and stabbing him in the chest and back. Security
sources said that the assailants also injured a Somali man
who tried to help the victim, before they fled the scene.
The citizen was admitted to the intensive care unit while
the Somali man is being treated at Adan Hospital.
Eyewitnesses reported that the assaulted man told them
the assailants were his schoolmates. 

A citizen was arrested for impersonating a police detec-
tive and robbing an Asian woman in Salmiya. According to
the woman, the suspect and his Iranian accomplice
stopped her in a Salmiya street claiming to be police detec-
tives, then snatched her purse with KD 170 in it. The citizen
was identified and arrested, while the Iranian is still at large. 

Fake cop caught

Sheep thieves detained
A five-member gang was arrested in Jahra for steal-

ing sheep and reselling them, said security sources,
noting that investigations are underway to determine
the number of thefts the suspect had committed. 

Con artist arrested
A Syrian man wanted for multiple fraud cases filed by

citizens was arrested by Hawally detectives. The suspect
managed to lure the victims into starting a business with
him before he took their money and vanished. 

Fire
A fire broke out at Sulaibikhat police station deten-

tion, said security sources, noting that the blaze resulted
from a short circuit and a blanket caught fire. The flames
were extinguished and no casualties were reported. 
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ROME: European leaders pose for a family photo during a special summit of EU leaders to mark the 60th anniversary of the bloc’s founding Treaty of Rome yesterday at Rome’s Piazza del Campidoglio (Capitoline Hill). Against a back-
drop of crises and in the absence of the departing Britain, the leaders signed a new Rome declaration, six decades after the six founding members signed the Treaty of Rome and gave birth to the European Economic Community.— AFP 

ROME: Europeans must contain their squab-
bling and carping about the EU if the Union is
to survive, leaders warned yesterday as they
marked the 60th anniversary of its founding in
Rome by signing a formal declaration of unity.
Four days before Prime Minister Theresa May,
absent from the ceremony in the Italian capi-
tal, delivers an unprecedented blow to the
bloc’s growth by filing Britain’s formal exit
papers, her fellow leaders hailed 60 years of
peace and prosperity and pledged to deepen
a unity frayed by regional and global crises.

But days of wrangling about the wording of
a 1,000-word Rome Declaration, May ’s
impending Brexit confirmation and tens of
thousands of protesters gathering beyond the
tight police cordon around the Campidoglio
palace offered a more sober reminder of the
challenges of holding the 27 nations to a com-
mon course. “We have stopped in our tracks
and this has caused a crisis of rejection by

public opinion,” said their host, Italian Prime
Minister Paolo Gentiloni, noting Britons’ repu-
diation of the EU.

He said the failure to push the project for-
ward during a decade of economic slump had
fueled a re-emergence of “blinkered national-
ism”. Rome offered a fresh start: “The Union is
starting up again ... and has a vision for the
next 10 years,” he said. Others, however, are
wary of such enthusiasm for giving up more
national sovereignty-and also of others in the
Union moving faster with integration. Poland’s
nationalist government has led protests
against a “multispeed Europe”, which it fears
would consign the poor ex-communist east to
second-class status.

Leaders hailed the visionary “war genera-
tion” of leaders from old foes France and
Germany who signed the Treaty of Rome in
the same room on March 25, 1957, along with
Italy, Belgium, Luxembourg and the

Netherlands; some offered personal memories
of their own generation’s debts to the expand-
ing European Union. Jean-Claude Juncker, the
EU chief executive, recalled how his father in
Luxembourg was forced into the German army
in World War Two; Donald Tusk, the summit
chair born in Gdansk a month after the Treaty
was signed, remembered growing up in the
ruins of war and yearning for freedom behind
the Iron Curtain. “That really was a two-speed
Europe,” he said in a pointed dig at his domes-
tic foes now ruling in Warsaw, who have tried
to block a push by the western powers to
deepen their integration. German Chancellor
Angela Merkel, the bloc’s dominant leader
who faces a re-election test in September,
stressed the Union must also address the com-
plaints of generations for whom war is fading
into history. “We will in the future have to con-
cern ourselves above all with the issue of jobs,”
she told reporters.

‘United, or not at all’
Fearing that the departure of its second-

biggest economy and major global power
could prompt the unraveling of the bloc, many
leaders argue that only forward motion can
revive popular support for the EU by generat-
ing economic and security benefits. “Today we
renew our vows and reaffirm our commitment
to an undivided and indivisible Union,”
Juncker told them, urging the bloc not to get
bogged down in details that alienated voters.
Tusk, too, warned against the impression the
EU was about petty regulations: “Why should
we lose our trust in the purpose of unity
today? Is it only because it has become our
reality? Or because we have become bored or
tired of it?” he asked.

Merkel said leaders wanted to respond to
people’s concerns, about the economy, wel-
fare, migration and defense with “a protective
Europe” that offered assurances on their well-

being. All 27 national leaders, along with the
heads of Brussels institutions, signed a decla-
ration which concluded: “We have united for
the better. Europe is our common future.” They
promised to listen to citizens. But locked away
behind rings of armed police, the leaders may
hear little of what thousands of protesters
have to say on Saturday.

Addressing right-wing supporters of the
Fratelli d’Italia movement, its leader Giorgia
Meloni denounced a “great EU deception”.
“The real enemies of Europe,” she said, “Are the
bankers, usurers and technocrats.” The Union,
she added, must be replaced by a new alliance
of “free and sovereign countries”. But for
Maximilien De-Wyse, 26, from the northern
French city of Lille, that was the wrong answer.
Taking part in a pro-EU march in Rome, he
recalled his Polish immigrant grandparents
and said: “It is only united that we can save
peace.”—Reuters

EU leaders renew fraying Union’s vows
Summit marks 60th birthday of founding Rome Treaty

ABU DHABI: The United Arab Emirates,
one of the world’s top aviation hubs, has
said it was surprised by the ban on lap-
tops in plane cabins bound for the
United States because UAE security was
already tight, but it pledged to cooperate
with US authorities. Washington
announced the new measure on Tuesday,
prohibiting electronic devices larger than
smart phones in cabins on flights from 10
airports in countries including the UAE,
Qatar and Turkey. That will hit Gulf carri-
ers Emirates, Etihad and Qatar Airways
but not US airlines, none of which fly to
those airports. 

In the UAE’s first official response to
the ban, Sultan bin Saeed Al-Mansouri,
Minister of Economy and chairman of the
General Civil Aviation Authority, said it
was surprising because the UAE aviation
sector and airports had proven them-
selves safe. “The UAE is the number one
ranked country worldwide by the
International Civil Aviation Organization
regarding the UAE’s compliance with
international security and safety stan-
dards,” he said in a statement late on
Thursday. Mansouri also noted differ-
ences between the US ban and a similar
step by Britain. The British restrictions do
not include the UAE or Qatar, but will
affect other carriers including Turkish
Airlines.

However, the UAE’s statement said its
aviation authority and airlines would con-
tinue cooperating with authorities in the
United States and around the world to
ensure safety. The restrictions has

prompted speculations that the move,
enacted by President Donald Trump’s
administration, is to protect US airlines by
stifling the growth of the Gulf carriers and
Turkish Airlines, a theory dismissed by US
officials and many experts. The Gulf air-
lines have been battling a lobbying cam-
paign in Washington by US carriers that
accuse them of receiving unfair subsidies,
charges that the Gulf carriers deny.

But Ian Bremmer, the president of
political risk consultancy Eurasia Group,
doubts these claims. He believes the
decision behind the laptop ban lies with
the Trump administration’s policy on bat-
tling jihadist groups. “This is not being
driven by an effort to gain competitive
economic advantage. I would be very
surprised if that was what drove the poli-
cy,” he said. “I think that overwhelmingly,
this is an administration and a president
that is focused on radical Islamic terror.
And they want to show that they are tak-
ing action,” he told state-linked Abu
Dhabi English-language newspaper The
National.

UAE carriers Emirates and Etihad are
bracing themselves with the new meas-
ures set to come into effect yesterday
during the traditionally busy spring
break travel period. Etihad is encourag-
ing passengers to pack their electronics
in with their check in luggage, however,
will allow devices to be handed over at
boarding in a similar move announced
by Emirates earlier this week, an airline
spokesman told Reuters in an emailed
statement on Thursday. —Reuters

UAE surprised 
by laptop banMILAN: Pope Francis arrived in Milan yesterday

to meet families on a working class housing
estate, nap in a prison and hold a mass for hun-
dreds of thousands of believers in nearby
Monza. Bells in church towers across over 1,000
diocese rang out as Francis landed at Milan-
Linate airport outside the northern city. The
Argentine made his first stop at the Case
Bianche (White Houses), a run-down collection
of concrete tower blocks from the 1970s on the
edge of a wealthy city better known for its foot-
ball clubs and fashion weeks. “It is a symbolic
choice. The pope wanted to arrive at the heart of
Milan by passing first through the outskirts,”
parish priest Augusto Bonora said, saying the
parishioners were “wildly excited” when they
heard Francis was dropping by.

Around 10,000 residents and people from
neighboring districts turned out to see the head
of the Roman Catholic Church, whose schedule
included visiting a Muslim family. “The Case
Bianche is a suburb like many others, with all the
associated problems, from security to small-time
trafficking,” Bonora said. With its dirty stairwells,
broken mailboxes and defective lifts, the neigh-
borhood has become “a little ghettoised”, said
Mirella, 68, whose son lives on the estate in one
of the forgotten corners of the country’s eco-
nomic capital. Bonora said that “like all suburbs,
it ’s been somewhat forgotten by those in
charge,” but insisted there were social programs
to help the young and care for the elderly.

Jailbird nap   
After visiting the families, the pontiff per-

formed a blessing near a small Virgin of Lourdes
sanctuary. “The Church does not stay in the cen-
tre waiting, it goes out to meet all, on the out-
skirts. It also reaches out to non-Christians and
also non-believers,” said the pope. He thanked
the crowds for gifts including a photo of the
local Virgin of Lourdes statue, which was recent-
ly restored. “As your Madonna was restored, so

the Church always needs to be restored,” added
the Holy Father. Francis’s visit is “a unique occa-
sion. Many people, non-Christians included,
came to ask for passes (to attend the blessing),”
said Cesare Nera, who lives in a nearby neigh-
borhood and has taken part in the preparations.

After a meeting with religious leaders, Francis
pronounced the Angelus prayer in front of the
Gothic Cathedral in Milan’s historic centre,
before heading to the 19th century San Vittore
prison. There he will sit down with 100 inmates
and staff for a lunch of risotto, escalope Milanese
and panna cotta prepared by the prisoners.
“Sometimes, a certain hypocrisy leads to people
considering you only as wrongdoers, for whom

prison is the sole answer,” he told inmates in
November at a special audience for prisoners at
Saint Peter’s Basilica. “We don’t think about the
possibility that people can change their lives.
We put little trust in rehabilitation ... into society.
But in this way we forget that we are all sinners
and often, without being aware of it, we too are
prisoners,” he added. The 80-year-old will take a
short break in the packed program after lunch,
with a likely siesta in the prison chaplain’s quar-
ters. Refreshed, he will then head to Monza,
north of Milan, where he will celebrate mass in a
giant park before an expected crowd of 700,000
people to the strains of over 9,000 hymn-singing
choristers.—AFP 

Pope in Milan hinterland

MILAN: Pope Francis attends a meeting with members of the Catholic Church, inside Milan’s
Duomo Cathedral as part of his one-day pastoral visit to Monza and Milan yesterday. — AP 
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MUNDRI: After months of being raped
by her rebel captors in the middle of
South Sudan’s civil war, the young
woman became pregnant. Held in a
muddy pit, sometimes chained to other
prisoners, she later watched her hair fall
out and her weight plummet. But the
child was a spark of life. And so she
named him Barack Obama, she explains,
now free. “I still have hope,” she says,
caressing the baby’s cheek with a finger.
“I just don’t even know where to start.” 

The slender 23-year-old is one of
thousands of rape victims in South
Sudan’s three-year-old conflict, which has
created one of the world’s largest
humanitarian crises. Sexual violence has
reached “epic proportions,” says the UN
Commission on Human Rights in South
Sudan.  Reported incidents of sexual or
gender-based violence rose 60 percent
last year. Seventy percent of women shel-
tering in UN camps in the capital, Juba,
had been raped since the conflict began,
according to a UN humanitarian survey
conducted in December.  

Mundri, a city of 47,000 people in
Amadi state, has been called the epicen-
ter of the problem. Aid organizations

blame it on the recent increase in fight-
ing here between rebels and govern-
ment troops, the latest shift of the war in
an already devastated nation.  The young
woman didn’t expect to become
embroiled in South Sudan’s conflict.  “I

just came back to visit my home and I
lost my dreams,” she said in an interview
earlier this month. “If I talk about it, I just
cry.” She had been visiting her family in
the summer of 2015, with plans to return
to school in the capital, Juba.  She never

made it back. Instead, she was abducted
by rebels loyal to an opposition group
calling itself MTN, after a popular African
telephone company. Their catch phrase
riffs on the company’s slogan, taunting:
“We’re everywhere you go.” The rebels
burst through the door of her mother’s
hut, firing their weapons and shouting,
she said. They were searching for her
uncle, who’d been accused of conspiring
with government forces.  “They beat my
grandfather and aunt and then said if
they couldn’t find my uncle they’ll take
me instead,” she said. “I told them I’d
rather die than go with them.” 

But the rebels dragged her into the
bush and brought her to their headquar-
ters, where she was charged, tried and
convicted for her uncle’s “crimes.” For the
next 16 months, she was forced to live in
large, muddy pits infested with snakes,
she said. Subsisting on only vegetables,
she wasted away. “I’m not attractive any-
more,” she says now, tugging at the waist-
band of her baggy pants.  Shifting
around in a plastic chair outside a coffee
shop, she shyly adjusted her headscarf,
covering what little hair she has left.

She said she was released in December

because she became ill. “They told me to get
medicine and then changed their minds
and told me to leave and never come back,”
she said. Mundri has many such stories.
According to a recent Inter-Agency assess-
ment by international and local organiza-
tions focused on gender-based violence, 29
rape cases were reported in Mundri
between August and October. Local organi-
zations say the number is likely double that,
but most incidents go unreported because
of stigma surrounding rape. “Realistically, it’s
more like over 50 cases,” said James Labadia,
founder of MAYA, a local aid organization
that focuses on women’s empowerment. He
has been working with rape survivors for
several years but said things have never
been so dire.

“The end of 2016 was the worst quarter
I’ve ever seen,” he said. The group received
funds from the US Agency for International
Development last year and Labadia plans
to seek more, a possibility which may be
clouded by President Donald Trump’s pro-
posed budget cuts. Reports of rape and
abduction are rampant on both sides in
Mundri, which is under government con-
trol while neighboring villages are held by
the opposition.  — AP

South Sudan’s rape reaches ‘epic proportions’ 

MOSUL: Iraqi government forces paused in their
push to recapture western Mosul from Islamic
State militants on Saturday because of the high
rate of civilian casualties, a security forces
spokesman said. The halt was called as the United
Nations expressed its profound concern over
reports of an incident during the battle on March
17 that killed or wounded dozens of people in the
Islamic State-held Al-Jadidah district of Mosul,
apparently involving air strikes by Iraqi or US-led
coalition forces. “We are stunned by this terrible
loss of life,” Lise Grande, the humanitarian coordi-
nator for Iraq, said in a statement. Civil defense
officials and residents have said many people lay

buried in collapsed buildings after air strikes
against Islamic State insurgents triggered a big
explosion. The exact cause of the collapses was
not clear but a local lawmaker and two residents
said the air strikes may have detonated an IS truck
filled with explosives, destroying buildings in the
heavily-populated area. Reports on the numbers
of civilian casualties have varied but Civil Defense

chief Brigadier Mohammed Al-Jawari told
reporters on Thursday that rescue teams had
recovered 40 bodies from collapsed buildings. The
coalition is investigating the reports. Residents
escaping besieged western Mosul have told of
Iraqi and US-led coalition air strikes demolishing
buildings and killing civilians in several cases.

The insurgents have also used civilians as
human shields and opened fire on them as they
try to escape Islamic State-held neighborhoods,
fleeing residents said. “The recent high death toll
among civilians inside the Old City forced us to
halt operations to review our plans,” a Federal
Police spokesman said on Saturday. “It’s a time for

weighing new offensive plans and tactics. No
combat operations are to go on.” The US-backed
offensive to drive Islamic State out of Mosul, now
in its sixth month, has recaptured the entire east-
ern side of Mosul and about half of the west.

But advances have stuttered in the last two
weeks as fighting enters the narrow alleys of the
Old City, home to the Al-Nuri mosque where

Islamic State leader Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi
declared a caliphate spanning large areas of Iraq
and Syria in 2014. “We need to make sure that tak-
ing out Daesh (Islamic State) from the Old City
will not cost unwanted high casualties among
civilians. We need surgical accurate operations to
target terrorists without causing collateral dam-
age among residents,” the Federal Police
spokesman said. An army statement published in
the al-Sabah state newspaper said that future
operations would be carried out by ground
troops highly trained for urban combat.

“Our heroic forces are committed to the rules
of engagement which ensure protection of civil-
ians” the statement said. A US deputy command-
ing general for the coalition said on Friday that
the solution could lie in a change of tactics. The
Iraqi military is assessing opening up another
front and isolating the Old City, where the mili-
tants have put up fierce resistance, US Army
Brigadier General John Richardson said. Fleeing
residents have described grim living conditions
inside the city, saying there was no running water
or electricity and no food coming in. Aid agencies
say as many as 600,000 civilians remain in the
western half of Mosul.

But families are streaming out of the northern
city, Iraq’s second largest, in their thousands each
day, headed for cold, crowded camps or to stay
with relatives. Hunger and fighting are making life
unbearable inside. The Iraqi Observatory for
Human Rights said that since the campaign on
western Mosul began on Feb. 19, unconfirmed
reports said nearly 700 civilians had been killed
by government and coalition air strikes or Islamic
State actions.

The militants have used car bombs, snipers
and mortar fire to counter the offensive. They
have also stationed themselves in homes belong-
ing to Mosul residents to fire at Iraqi troops, often
drawing air or artillery strikes that have killed
civilians. The United Nations’ Grande said civilians
were at extreme risk as the fighting in Mosul
intensified and all sides must to do their utmost
to avoid such casualties. “International humani-
tarian law is clear. Parties to the conflict - all par-
ties - are obliged to do everything possible to
protect civilians. This means that combatants
cannot use people as human shields and cannot
imperil lives through indiscriminate use of fire-
power,” she said. — Reuters

Refugees prepare food including maize porridge donated by USAID and known
locally as posho, during the visit of UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo
Grandi to a transit center for South Sudanese refugees in the remote northwest-
ern district of Adjumani, near the border with South Sudan. — AP 

Troops pause Mosul 
push over casualties

UN stunned by civilian deaths in explosion

MOSUL: Relatives and friends dig the graves of two civilians killed during fighting between
Iraqi security forces and Islamic State militants on the western side of Mosul yesterday. — AP 

GAZA: Thousands of Hamas supporters yester-
day called for “revenge” during the Gaza funeral
of an official from the Palestinian Islamist move-
ment gunned down the previous day. “Revenge,
revenge!” called participants at the procession
for Mazen Faqha, 38, who was shot dead by
unknown gunmen in the Gaza Strip on Friday.
Hamas-nominated attorney general Ismail Jaber
yesterday blamed Israel for the killing.

“This assassination has the clear marks of
Mossad,” he said, referring to the Jewish state’s

spy agency.  According to Israeli media, Faqha
was responsible for cells of Hamas’s military
wing, the Ezzedine Al-Qassam Brigades, in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank. Israel arrested Faqha
and sentenced him to prison over suicide attacks
that killed hundreds of Israelis during the sec-
ond intifada, or uprising, between 2000 and
2005. 

He was released in 2011 along with more
than 1,000 other Palestinians in exchange for
Gilad Shalit,  an Israeli soldier Hamas had

detained for five years, and transferred to Gaza.
Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh and Yahya Sinwar,
the new leader of Hamas in the Gaza Strip, head-
ed the procession from the Shifa morgue to the
Omari mosque, an AFP photographer said. Khalil
Al-Haya, a deputy to Sinwar, promised retalia-
tion.  “If the enemy thinks that this assassination
will change the power balance, then it should
know the minds of Qassam will be able to retali-
ate in kind,” he said. Hamas has ruled the Gaza
Strip for 10 years.— AFP 

SHARJAH: Captains of small  wooden
dhows are carrying food and wares from
the United Arab Emirates to war-torn
Yemen. But supplies are falling even from
this centuries-old Arabian sea route that is
one of the last lifelines to a country on the
brink of famine. A two-year-old civil war
has severely restricted the flow of food
into the main Yemeni cargo ports of
Hodeidah and Salif on the Red Sea, where
all the large grain silos are located. 

The small wooden boats sailing from
souks in the UAE are moving small but vital
supplies by making for the smaller ports to
the south coast that are of little use to larg-
er vessels - and often sidestepping military
inspections that choke traffic by dropping
anchor at secluded coves nearby. The deals
originate in the sprawling Al Ras Market, a
collection of dusty alleyways near the
Dubai Creek where an array of food and
spices are on display including colorful
sacks of Pakistani and Indian rice.

The dhows - plying the ancient trade
route that once carried the likes of pearls,
frankincense and myrrh - supply 14,000 to
18,000 tons of foodstuffs a month to Yemen,
according to traders. That represents a drop
of about 30-40 percent over the past year
because of problems with payment, as well

as adverse sailing conditions. “The Yemeni
currency is destroyed, sometimes we can’t
get paid enough. We can only go once a
month because the seas are too rough,”
said trader Mohammed Hassan, at a dock-
ing station at nearby Port Khaled in
Sharjah “Sometimes we have to wait 40
days.” The volumes of food carried on this
route represent a small fraction of the sup-
ply to Yemen, which relies on imports for
90 percent of its food. But it has become
increasingly important as fighting has
raged, the economy has collapsed and
Yemen has needed all the help it can get.    

Port damage
Thousands of people have been killed

in the civil war pits the Iran-allied Houthi
group against a Saudi-backed coalition -
which includes the UAE - fighting to
restore the government of President Abd-
Rabbu Mansour Hadi.  The conflict has
choked imports. Sixty percent of Yemenis,
or 17 million people, are in “crisis” or “emer-
gency” food situations, according to the
United Nations. While vessels seeking
access to Houthi-held areas must face
inspections for smuggled weapons, the
government-controlled south has less
restrictions.  —Reuters

BEIRUT: As an international coalition
prepares a final push to drive the Islamic
State (IS) group from Raqa, here are five
facts about the northern Syrian city:

Ancient capital 
In an area inhabited since antiquity,

Raqa reached its heights under the
Abbasid caliphate. From 796 to 809, the
powerful caliph Harun Al-Rashid trans-
ferred the capital of his empire from
Baghdad to Raqa, which sat at the cross-
roads of key trade routes. Major works
were ordered and the city was dotted
with grand palaces and mosques. The
caliph’s court returned to Baghdad in 809
and Raqa remained a major administra-
tive centre for the western part of the
empire. In 1258 the city was destroyed by
the Mongol invasion.

Strategic location
Raqa and its eponymous province

occupy a strategic location where several
major roads intersect on the banks of the
Euphrates River. It is east of Syria’s second
city Aleppo, 90 kilometers (55 miles) south
of the Turkish border, and less than 200
kilometers (125 miles) from the border with
Iraq. Raqa previously prospered from agri-
culture in the fertile river valley and bene-
fitted from nearby hydroelectric dams that
generated power for much of Syria.

First major city to fall 
Two years after the start of Syria’s civil

war in 2011, Raqa was the first provincial
capital to fall to rebels, among them the
Al-Nusra Front, Al-Qaeda’s then-affiliate
in the country. But tensions soon erupted
into clashes between Al-Nusra and fellow
jihadists of a precursor of IS.  On January
6, 2014, fierce fighting between the rival
groups ended when IS’ predecessor
seized control of the city. Five months lat-
er, Mosul in Iraq fell to the jihadists and

on June 29, IS chief Abu Bakr Al-
Baghdadi proclaimed a “caliphate” that
covered territory in both countries.

IS bastion, gruesome theatre
Raqa became a key city in IS’s self-

declared caliphate, a hub for the organi-
zation’s activities and attacks in Syria, Iraq
and further afield.IS took over all levels of
civil administration, rewriting school cur-
riculums, establishing Islamic courts and
creating police units to implement
Islamic law.  Raqa also became the scene
of some of IS’s worst atrocities, including
gruesome executions, public displays of
bodies and the selling of sex slaves.

Coalition target
The city has long been a target of the

US-led coalition that launched opera-
tions against IS in Syria and Iraq in mid-
2014, and it has also been hit by Russian
airstrikes. IS has since suffered a string of
territorial defeats at the hands of US-
backed forces in Syria and Iraq. On
November 5, the Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF), a US-backed Arab-Kurdish
alliance, launched a major offensive
dubbed “Wrath of the Euphrates” to take
Raqa, where some 300,000 civilians are
believed to live. IS is also under pressure
on other fronts from a Russian-backed
Syrian government offensive, and an
assault by rebels supported by Turkey.
Ankara considers the Kurdish component
of the SDF a “terrorist” force linked to the
banned Kurdistan Workers Party. The US
says the 30,000-strong SDF now compris-
es mainly Arab fighters and has provided
airlift and artillery support. French
Defense Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian said
Friday that Raqa was now surrounded
and that the final push would begin “in
coming days.” But an SDF spokesman was
more circumspect saying several weeks of
preparatory work was still needed. — AFP 

HODEIDAH: A Yemeni boy rides a donkey to school in the Yemeni port city of
Hodeidah. — AFP 

Decline of ancient trade route
deepens Yemen’s food crisis

Import-dependent nation on brink of famine

Hamas supporters call for 
‘revenge,’ mourn official 

GAZA: The body of Palestinian Islamist movement Hamas’ official Mazen Faqha is carried by members of the Ezzedine Al-Qassam Brigades, the
military wing of Hamas, during his funeral in Gaza city yesterday. — AFP 

Facts on IS-held Syria city 
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WASHINGTON: A rape at a Washington
area high school has drawn intense scruti-
ny as part of the immigration debate
launched under President Donald Trump,
since the two alleged attackers are
Latinos who entered the United States
illegally. Under normal circumstances, a
case like this would not make national
headlines. But these are not normal times
in America. The attack feeds perfectly into
the Trump narrative that the United States
has porous borders and does not give pri-
ority to native-born Americans, and that
unauthorized immigrants mean more and
more violent crime.  

Jose Montano, 17, and Henry Sanchez
Milian, 18, are accused of brutally raping a
14-year-old classmate in a bathroom dur-
ing school hours. They have been arrested
and are in custody as they wait to go
before a judge.  The rape took place last
week at a public high school in Rockville,
Maryland, a Washington suburb in
Montgomery County, which is strongly
pro-Democratic. Seventy-six percent of
the county’s voters went with Hillary
Clinton in the November election.

News reports say Sanchez Milian was
born in Guatemala and in August 2016
crossed the Rio Grande separating Mexico
from the United States, as do many
Latinos seeking to escape poverty and
find a better life in the United States.  He
was picked up by border control agents. A
few days later, he was let go to join his
father, who was living in Maryland while
the youth waited to appear before an
immigration judge. That hearing has not
even been scheduled yet, because of a
huge backlog in the courts: half a million
cases involving unauthorized immigrants
waiting to see if they can stay or will be
deported. An estimated 11 million people
live in the country illegally, most of them
Mexicans and other Latinos.

Xenophobia
The rape unexpectedly threw gasoline

on the red hot national immigration
debate, including plenty of xenophobic
commentary on social media.  Many
Republican lawmakers wondered aloud
how an authorized immigrant who does
not speak English and is legally an adult,

like Sanchez Milian, can be placed in a
public school in contact with much
younger people.  Fox News, which is pop-
ular with conservatives, has provided
blanket coverage of the rape in all its ugly,
violent detail. The television network also
claimed there were links between the
rape and so-called sanctuary cities, where
local authorities do not cooperate with
their federal counterparts on immigration
and deportation matters.  

The case took on national dimensions
Tuesday. when White House spokesman
Sean Spicer called the sexual assault
“shocking, disturbing, horrific.” “I think
part of the reason that the president has
made illegal immigration and crackdown
such a big deal is because of tragedies
like this,” Spicer said.  Rockville “should
look at its policies,” he added. Under
Maryland law, anyone aged 5 to 21 has
the right to go to school, even if they are
in the country illegally.

The Trump administration is accused
of trying to score political points at the
expense of Montano, who was born in El
Salvador, and Sanchez Milian.  Trump

often links immigration to higher crime
rates, although no serious studies back up
this claim. In announcing his candidacy in
June 2015, Trump famously said that
some of the Mexicans who cross the bor-
der illegally are rapists and drug dealers.
He has also called Latino migrants “bad
hombres.” The controversy deepened
when the Republican governor of
Maryland, Larry Hogan, urged
Montgomery County officials to cooper-
ate fully with the probe into the rape. This
was seen by some as a veiled criticism
that they had been dragging their feet.

Totally indecent
Jack Smith, the Montgomery County

Public Schools superintendent, said it is
“totally inappropriate to suggest that
we’re going to deny a 14-year-old, a 16-
year-old, an 18-year-old an education
because of a horrible thing that hap-
pened in our schools last Thursday.” He
defended putting 17- or 18-year-olds
in class with younger kids if the for-
mer’s educational level requires some
catching up. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Israel’s arrest of a Jewish teenager
accused of masterminding dozens of anti-
Semitic threats could encourage racism and
ease pressure on US President Donald Trump to
tackle anti-Semitism, Jewish groups have
warned. Far-right groups claimed vindication
that attacks previously blamed on rightwingers
and alleged hatred resulting from Trump’s elec-
tion may actually have been carried out by a
young Jewish American Israeli.

Jewish organizations and Israeli media said
the arrest was likely to boost conspiracy theo-
ries, while others worried it would weaken
responses to a rise in anti-Semitic attacks in the
US. More details emerged Friday about the sus-
pect, who holds dual Israeli American citizen-
ship, though identifying details are subject to a
gag order. He was arrested Thursday in Israel
and accused of making dozens of anti-Semitic
bomb threats in the United States and else-
where, including one against a major airline.

His lawyer said he is 18 and suffers a brain
tumor that may cloud his judgment. His health
prevented him attending public school or doing
mandatory military service, she said. Over the
past two to three years, Israeli police said he car-
ried out a series of hoax threats from his family
home in southern Israel. In February 2015, he is
alleged to have made a bomb threat against
Delta Airlines, forcing a plane to carry out an
emergency landing. “In a short time, a large
number of Jews are going to be slaughtered.

Their heads are going to be blown off,” one of
the threats read, according to a recording
obtained by the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

Israel’s Haaretz newspaper said Friday the
net started to tighten after a threat in New
Zealand in 2016, with police identifying the IP
address as originating from Israel. Using an
antenna, the suspect allegedly accessed other
people’s computers to commit the crimes, the
newspaper said, leading police to question a
number of innocent suspects before eventually
netting him. His alleged motive remains
unknown. His father has also been arrested,
with their next court hearing set for March 30.

Jewish threats  
The discussion Friday turned to the impact of

the arrests, with Trump’s response to anti-
Semitism at the forefront. More than 150 threats
have been carried out against Jewish institu-
tions in America since the start of the year. At
some locations swastikas were scrawled on walls
and cemeteries desecrated. It is not known what
percentage of the threats the teenager is alleged
to have been involved with. Trump received sig-
nificant criticism from Jewish Americans for his
perceived slow response to the uptick.

He even suggested some of the threats might
be false to discredit his movement. He later
explicitly condemned anti-Semitic threats.
Trump-supporting far-right websites hailed the
arrest in Israel as well as a hoax case in the United

States, where the FBI in early March arrested a
former journalist suspected of making bomb
threats to Jewish community centers and institu-
tions. He was allegedly cyberstalking an ex-girl-
friend, using her name to make the threats.

The Daily Stormer, a prominent anti-Semitic
website that had long alleged such threats were
a Jewish plot, has claimed vindication. Alt-right
website Breitbart News, formerly run by Trump’s
chief strategist Steve Bannon, also saw vindica-
tion, but for Trump. “When the president sug-
gested that some of the anti-Semitic hate
crimes could be hoaxes, the (leftwing)
Huffington Post claimed he was echoing ‘white
nationalists and far-right conspiracy theorists,’”
it wrote. “However, the arrests thus far suggest
that most of the threats were indeed hoaxes.”
“The US Jewish leadership owes @POTUS an
apology,” Marc Zell,  vice -president of
Republicans Overseas, tweeted.

US Jewish organizations have tried to down-
play the political fallout, saying the arrest did not
end legitimate fears. “No arrests have been made
in three cemetery desecrations or a series of oth-
er anti-Semitic incidents involving swastika graf-
fiti and hate fliers,” the Anti-Defamation League’s
CEO Jonathan Greenblatt said in a statement. But
Malcolm Hoenlein, executive vice president of
the Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish
Organizations, told The Jerusalem Post the arrest
in Israel posed a risk “that people won’t take the
ongoing concerns seriously”. — AFP 

Jews, Israelis fear fallout 

from bomb hoax arrest
Jewish teen accused of masterminding anti-Semitic threats

PHILADELPHIA: Stacy Biscardi searches the grounds of Mount Carmel Cemetery for a relatives’ grave in Philadelphia. Volunteers helped
clean up and restore the Jewish cemetery where vandals damaged hundreds of headstones. — AP 

WASHINGTON: US House Speaker Paul
Ryan on Friday acknowledged the
unthinkable for a Republican leader: he
could not deliver the votes to repeal and
replace Obamacare, even though he and
his fellow Republicans had vowed to do so
for seven years. Nevertheless, Ryan’s job
did not seem to be under immediate
threat,  at least not in the House of
Representatives he leads.  

Ryan’s long-time news media nemesis,
the website Breitbart, said Republicans
were “openly discussing” f inding a
replacement for him after he pulled a bill
to roll back Obamacare from the House
floor just minutes before an intensely
awaited final vote.  The Breitbart article
did not quote anyone by name. In the
House, just after the bill was pulled, sever-
al lawmakers brushed aside suggestions
that the failure spelled trouble for Ryan,
the 2012 Republican vice presidential can-
didate, who many have speculated has
presidential ambitions.

Ryan, 47, has been speaker since
October 2015. Under the law, he is next in
line to the presidency after Vice President
Mike Pence. Republican Representative
Justin Amash, a harsh critic of the ill-fated
healthcare bill, told reporters, “We can do
better with the legislative process.” But, he
added, “Nobody is talking about” trying to
oust Ryan as speaker. Amash had dis-
paragingly dubbed the Republican health-
care bill “Obamacare 2.0,” after Democratic

former President Barack Obama’s signa-
ture domestic policy achievement, the
2010 Affordable Care Act,  popularly
known as Obamacare.

Amash is a member of the hard-line
conservative Freedom Caucus, which in
2015 ousted Ryan’s predecessor as speaker,
John Boehner, from the post. The caucus
played a key role in the demise of the
healthcare bill. Ryan chose to make health-
care reform the first target on a list of leg-
islative goals for the new Republican-
majority Congress. He admitted on Friday
that he was disappointed by the outcome.
Republicans faced resistance to the health-
care bill from both conservatives and mod-
erates, making the process of winning pas-
sage difficult for the leadership.

Republican Representative Joe Barton,
asked about the impact of Friday’s loss on
Ryan, told reporters: “The speaker is a
human being. He’s not Superman.”
Republican Representative Barry
Loudermilk, who backed the healthcare
bill, said he didn’t think the loss weakened
the speaker’s hand. One Republican law-
maker who has been considered potential
speaker material,  Representative Jeb
Hensarling of Texas, effusively praised
Ryan, saying he had shown “phenomenal
leadership.” “It is my hope that we can
regroup and rally behind him (Ryan) and
the president as a conference to deliver on
our promise” to dismantle Obamacare,
Hensarling said in a statement. — Reuters 

US Speaker Ryan dented 

by healthcare debacle

AUSTIN: Senior Minister Meg Barnhouse
knows she’ll need beds, a dresser, chairs
and a mirror to make the classroom at the
First Unitarian Universalist Church of
Austin feel more like a home for a mother
and her young daughter who are still
deciding whether they will become the
latest immigrants seeking sanctuary from
deportation by moving into a church. It
would be the second time Barnhouse’s
congregation had offered sanctuary. She
was hesitant in 2015 because of the
unknown legal and insurance risks, but
this time she agreed immediately.

There is growing fear in the city’s immi-
grant community as President Donald
Trump’s immigration and executive orders
go into effect. And as more than 50 Austin
area residents were detained in US
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
deportation raids last month, a growing
number of churches in the Austin
Sanctuary Network are volunteering to
offer physical shelter or support to
churches that do. The Austin Sanctuary
Network has broadened in the last year
from a handful of churches and advocates
to more than two dozen congregations
and religious groups, three labor unions,
several nonprofit groups and dozens of
individual volunteers. 

This mirrors the loosely organized
national sanctuary movement that has
grown to more than 800 churches and
congregations, with a good portion of
those joining since Trump was elected. “It’s
bewildering for people at this point. It’s like
trying to repair furniture when the house is
on fire,” said Pastor Jim Rigby, whose con-
gregation at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian

Church in Austin has provided sanctuary to
Guatemalan immigrant Hilda Ramirez and
her 10-year-old son, Ivan, for more than a
year . “Opening our arms to our neighbors
goes without question.”

Sensitive areas
Pastor Laura Walter ’s small

Presbyterian congregation in Bee Cave,
12 miles west of Austin, hopes her church
can expand the network to reach immi-
grant communities outside city limits.
They are still discussing whether the
small church has room to offer shelter or
whether they could get a permit to build
a temporary shower. “Our faith calls us to
live this out,” Walters said. “In the near
future we’ll be at the very least helping
support refugees and asylum seekers.”

The churches are relying on a 2011 ICE
policy directive telling agents to avoid
“sensitive areas” such as churches, hospi-
tals and schools when conducting depor-
tation actions under most circumstances.
Federal immigration officials said that poli-
cy is still in effect, but recent immigration
arrests around the US, including inside
courthouses, are increasing fears. 

Austin, a liberal enclave in a conserva-
tive state, has had a strong base of immi-
gration activists for years in opposition to
a previous sheriff, who cooperated with
ICE requests to hold inmates for possible
deportation. During the city’s involve-
ment in the Secure Communities
Program 7/87/8- a federal-local partner-
ship on deportation ended in 2014 by the
Obama administration - an average of 19
people were deported from Travis County
each week.  — AP 

Immigrants find sanctuary 

in Austin Church network

Photo provided by the Montgomery
County, Md Police Department shows
Henry Sanchez. Henry Sanchez, 18,
one of two students charged with
raping a 14-year-old girl in a
Maryland high school bathroom
entered the US illegally. The crime
became part of a national debate on
immigration. — AP 

House Speaker Paul Ryan

SACRAMENTO: Police arrested a 56-year-old man
who works for the state Friday on suspicion that
he killed two adults and two children in a quiet
Northern California neighborhood. Authorities
did not release the names of the victims, but
friends and relatives of a young family that lived
in the Sacramento house feared the worst. 

Rita Munoz, who lives in the neighborhood,
said her grandchildren played with an 11-year-old
boy and 14-year-old girl who lived with their
mother in the house. Munoz said her neighbor’s
mother arrived at the house shortly after the bod-
ies were found Thursday and was heard crying
“Oh my gosh, my only baby. My grandbabies are
all gone,” after she learned what happened.  

Later Munoz said she overheard the woman
say: “I told her not to go back to him.” Sacramento
police declined to discuss the suspect’s relation-
ship with the victims and said they haven’t deter-
mined a motive. “It’s a horrible thing,” Munoz said.
Police originally detained Salvador Vasquez-Oliva
in San Francisco about 90 miles (145 kilometers)
away on Thursday afternoon and formally arrest-
ed him Friday morning.  He was being held in the
Sacramento County Jail, police spokesman Sgt.
Bryce Heinlein said.

The four victims were discovered Thursday
morning when police broke into the home after a
relative reported that something might be
wrong. Vasquez-Oliva was quickly singled out by
investigators on Thursday. Police said he is from
Sacramento, but records show he is also is associ-

ated with an apartment near the University of San
Francisco, six blocks from where police found
him. The building is in a nice neighborhood, but is
worn and run down. There was no answer at the
door, though a light remained on inside.  

The California Employment Development
Department, which administers the state’s unem-
ployment checks, said it has employed Vasquez-

Oliva as an office technician since 2014.  The sin-
gle-story beige home with sculpted shrubbery
where the bodies were found has a basketball
hoop in a driveway that police blocked with yel-
low crime scene tape. It’s located in a tree-lined
residential neighborhood of neatly maintained
homes near a church.  Police have not said when
or how the victims were killed. —AP 

Sacramento man arrested in 

killing of 2 adults, 2 juveniles

SACRAMENTO: Investigators gather outside a home where four people were found dead, in
Sacramento, Calif. A suspect is being held in San Francisco. — AP 

School rape fuels Trump-era debate on immigration



PARIS: French anti-terrorism judges have charged
two men suspected of involvement in supplying a
weapon to the gunman killed at Paris’s Orly airport
after attacking soldiers, a judicial source said yes-
terday. The suspects, aged 30 and 43, were
charged Friday for “association with terrorist crimi-
nals” over the March 18 incident, the latest in
France which remains on a state of emergency
after a series of deadly jihadist attacks. Both men
are being held in custody, the source said. The
younger one was also charged with arms posses-
sion related to a terror plot. 

They are both from the Paris area and lived
close to the assailant, Ziyed Ben Belgacem, but
neither of them had links with any radical Islamic
movements, according to a preliminary investiga-
tion. The 30-year-old detained Friday is suspected
of having given Ben Belgacem a revolver a few
days before the attack, while the older suspect
was present when it was handed over. The
younger man admitted once in custody having
been in possession of the gun and kept it at his
home, before Ben Belgacem came to get it, a
source close to the investigation said. Questioning
of both of them revealed no further details about
Ben Belgacem’s plans, said the source. The Orly
attack, which came a month and a half after a sim-
ilar assault at the world-famous Louvre museum in
Paris, bears the hallmarks of the Islamic State (IS),
but has not been claimed by the jihadist group.

‘Die for Allah’
Ben Belgacem was under the influence of

drugs and alcohol when he attacked the capital’s

second busiest airport, according to judicial
sources. The 39-year-old, born in France to
Tunisian parents, grabbed a soldier on patrol at
Orly’s southern terminal and put a gun to her
head and seized her rifle, saying he wanted to “die
for Allah”. His father insisted his son-who had
spent time in prison for armed robbery and drug-
dealing-was not an extremist.

He had, however, been investigated in 2015
over suspicions he had been radicalized while
serving jail time, but his name did not feature on
the list of those thought to pose a high risk. The

attack at Orly came with France still on high alert
following a wave of jihadist attacks that have
claimed more than 230 lives in two years. The
violence has made security a key issue in
France’s two-round presidential election on April
23 and May 7.Soldiers guarding key sites have
been targeted in four attacks in the past two
years but escaped with only minor injuries. In
mid-February, a machete-wielding Egyptian
man attacked a soldier outside Paris’s Louvre
museum, injuring him slightly, before being shot
and wounded. — AFP

TUNIS: A Libyan traveler packs his laptop in his suitcase before boarding his flight for London at Tunis-Carthage International
Airport yesterday. —AFP 
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LONDON: Khalid Masood, the Briton
behind this week’s terror attack on parlia-
ment, was a Muslim convert with a histo-
ry of violence who was known to security
services but only as a “peripheral” figure.
Police said the 52-year-old father, who
also used the names Adrian Elms and
Adrian Russell Ajao, was not under inves-
tigation when he went on the rampage in
Westminster on Wednesday, killing four
people. They believe he was acting alone,
but described the attack as “Islamist-
inspired”, while the Islamic State group
claimed he was one of their “soldiers”.

Masood was born on Christmas Day
1964 to a single mother, who remarried
when he was young and brought him
and his step-brothers up in a middle-
class area of Kent, in southeast England,
according to media reports.  Former
schoolmates said he had been a popular
student who excelled academically and
at sport, and that he was a “happy-go-
lucky” character. His first brush with the
law came in 1983, with a conviction for
criminal damage, while further convic-

tions for assault and possession of
offensive weapons would follow over
the next 20 years.

Mark Ashdown, an old schoolfriend,
described “Ade” as he knew him as a
“Jack-the-lad” character with whom he
used to go out partying, drinking, taking
drugs and chasing girls. But he said he
was changed by a fight in his local vil-
lage pub in Sussex, southern England,
after which Masood was jailed in 2000
for slashing a man’s face. “When he first
came out he told me he’d become a
Muslim in prison, and I thought he was
joking,” Ashdown told The Sun.

“Then I saw he was quieter and much
more serious. I gave him some cash-in-
hand work for a few months as a labor-
er.”Another man who witnessed the pub
attack, Lee Lawrence, told the tabloid
that Masood told him: “I just want blood,
I dream about killing someone.” He soon
got into trouble again. Police said his last
conviction was in 2003, for the posses-
sion of a knife, in what reports said was
another violent attack on a man.

Saudi link 
Prime Minister Theresa May said

Masood was once investigated by
British domestic spy agency MI5 in
relation to “concerns about violent
extremism”, but was not part of the cur-
rent “intelligence picture”. Masood
spent time as an English teacher in
Saudi Arabia, including year-long stints
starting in November 2005 and again
in April 2008, and returned for the Hajj
in 2015. But the Saudi embassy in
London said in a statement: “During his
time in Saudi Arabia, Khalid Masood
did not appear on the security services’
radar and does not have a criminal
record in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.”
The Islamic State group claimed that
one of its “soldiers” had carried out the
London attack following a call to target
countries fighting the jihadists in Iraq
and Syria. Police said they were seeking
to establish if Masood was inspired by
terrorist propaganda, or if “others have
encouraged, supported or directed
him”. — AFP 

BRUSSELS: Hours before Wednesday’s attack in
London, the head of the European Union police
agency Europol warned that a large group of radi-
calized individuals posed a constant threat to
Britain and Europe. “Some of these are likely to
succeed in the future,” Rob Wainwright, who is
British, wrote in a blog to commemorate the
attacks in Brussels that killed 32 people on March
22, 2016. In the year between those incidents and
the attack that killed three people and injured
dozens near Britain’s parliament , European secu-
rity officials say intelligence sharing on potential
threats has increased 10-fold.

More work is being done to tighten security
by streamlining databases, clamping down on
identity fraud and making reporting of suspi-
cious individuals obligatory. Britain is one of
the top three users of Europol data. But as it
leaves the EU, there is a risk that it will be shut
out of this cooperation, becoming more vulner-
able to Islamist radicals who have killed 300
people across Europe over the past two years.
The suspect in the London attack was British-
born, and Britain is not part of the EU’s open-
border Schengen zone. 

But London still shares with its EU peers fears -
and information - about Islamists, often radical-
ized online, returning home after going to train
or fight with jihadists in the Middle East, North
Africa or Afghanistan. British security officials
warned parliament last year of the dangers of
leaving Europol and the agreement covering the
European Arrest Warrant, which requires all EU

governments to arrest a suspect wanted in
another EU country.

5,000 extraditions
A year ago, when she was interior minister,

Theresa May said that Britain’s close intelligence
relationship with the United States “does not
mean we would be as safe (outside the EU) as if
we remain”. May, now prime minister, said the
Warrant had enabled Britain to extradite more
than 5,000 people in the previous five years.
Being outside Europol, which was founded in
1998 to help combat organized crime, cybercrime
and militant groups across borders, would leave
Britain reliant on individual links with each of the
other 27 EU governments, former officials say. 

Before Europol existed, coordination was done
“on the basis of who you knew and who you
could ring up”, according to Bill Hughes, ex-direc-
tor-general of Britain’s now defunct Serious
Organized Crime Agency. He told parliament it
was a “labyrinthine exercise”.  Besides Europol,
Britain is also party to intelligence-sharing proto-
cols of the Schengen agreement, and to a deal to
exchange airline passenger data between EU
security forces. EU diplomats have refused to dis-
cuss Britain’s future defense and security coopera-
tion until London triggers the formal exit pro-
ceedings, but one senior British diplomat said the
government was likely to seek a “special relation-
ship”. “The European Union is not good at involv-
ing third parties and we need to be able to talk
intimately,” the diplomat said.

May, expected to start two-year EU exit pro-
ceedings next Wednesday, has said she wants to
retain a close relationship with the EU on securi-
ty and defense, and the EU has expressed simi-
lar sentiments, but tensions are apparent. She
said in January that Britain’s intelligence capa-
bilities were “unique in Europe” and that its mili-
tary and counter-terrorism resources should
help it to secure a better exit deal. But EU Brexit
negotiator Michel Barnier is dismissive.
“Security cannot be weighed off against eco-
nomic and commercial interests,” he said in a
speech in Brussels on Wednesday.

Limits of cooperation 
Britain does already have additional bilateral

security agreements with fellow EU members
France and Germany, as well as the long-standing
“Five Eyes” intelligence sharing pact with the
United States, Canada, Australia and New
Zealand. But cooperation agreements between
Europol and non-EU countries Russia, Turkey and
Ukraine took several years to negotiate, and there
are limits on what data can be shared. Under EU
agreements, transferring fingerprints and DNA
data can take minutes. With Britain outside the
EU, the Global Risk Insights think-tank says it
could take months. Some critics do note that
information-sharing within the EU is still far for
perfect. While France and Germany have large,
well-staffed intelligence agencies, years of neg-
lect in Belgium’s secret services were exposed by
last year’s airport and metro blasts. — Reuters

London attack - a reminder of fears 

for post-Brexit security cooperation

EU boosts intelligence gathering and sharing 

WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson will meet with NATO members
next week in Brussels, officials said yester-
day, as alliance diplomats worked to nail
down the date. “We are currently planning
to hold the meeting of NATO foreign minis-
ters on 31 March. Consultations on schedul-
ing among Allies are ongoing,” a NATO offi-
cial in Brussels said. The NATO foreign minis-
ters meeting had been planned for April 5-
6, but that was thrown into chaos on
Tuesday when Tillerson revealed he would
not be attending.  

Skipping the meeting was especially
awkward because the former Exxon-Mobil
CEO is to travel later in April to Russia, which
has had fraught relations with NATO since
the start of the Ukraine conflict in 2014. So
Tillerson will head to Brussels on Friday next
week, a day after meeting in Ankara with
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to
“discuss the way forward with our campaign
to defeat ISIS in Syria and Iraq,” acting State
Department spokesman Mark Toner said.

Long-planned talks 
Officials suggested that a complicating

factor for the NATO meeting might be the
agenda of Britain’s Foreign Secretary Boris
Johnson, who might not be able to make it
to Brussels on March 31. “The date is almost
certain. It’s now mainly a question of timing,”
a diplomat in Brussels said Saturday.  The
alliance’s 28 member states have until
Monday to work out the details of their
plans. The last minute preparations are not
typical for NATO which normally has plans in
place weeks ahead of time for these highly
orchestrated meetings.  

“The allies are trying to find a solution. It
is understood that there are substantive rea-
sons why Tillerson cannot come April 5 and
6,” a diplomat said. Chinese leader Xi Jinping
is expected to visit President Donald Trump
in the United States in early April, and
Tillerson would be expected to attend their
meetings. But his office has not confirmed
that engagement, and word that Tillerson
would stay away from the NATO talks stirred
doubt about US commitment to its allies.

“Everyone is aware that this would send a
bad message and people were not eager to
have a meeting with a downgraded (US)
representation,” said the diplomat, speaking

to AFP on condition of anonymity. After
almost two months in the job, Tillerson has
yet to appoint a deputy or any assistant sec-
retaries, has largely avoided the media and
works with a small inner circle of advisers.
The administration, meanwhile, has been
scrambling to reaffirm its commitment to US
military alliances after Trump called into
question their usefulness during the presi-
dential campaign. Last week, after meeting
Chancellor Angela Merkel, Trump claimed
Germany owes “vast sums of money to
NATO and the United States,” reviving his
charge that allies do not pay their way.

Obsolete alliance?
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, a former

Marine general, has declared US support for
NATO, and last week Tillerson reaffirmed ties
with Asian allies Japan and South Korea. The
United States has worked with NATO to
shore up support for the pro-western gov-
ernment in Kiev after Russia’s annexation of
Crimea and its support for a bloody uprising
in eastern Ukraine. Combined with econom-
ic sanctions, the deployment of more NATO

troops from Western members to frontline
Eastern allies in the Baltics and Poland was
intended to send a signal to Moscow. But
during his presidential campaign, Trump
raised eyebrows by expressing admiration
for Russian President Vladimir Putin and dis-
missing NATO as “obsolete”. — AFP 

Tillerson to meet allies as 

NATO races to save talks

LONDON: Four people died in an Islamist-
claimed attack outside parliament in
London this week when a British-born killer
rammed his car into pedestrians then
stabbed a police officer before being shot
dead. Here is what we know so far about
the attack, which was the deadliest in
Britain since 2005 and was claimed by the
Islamic State jihadist group.

What happened?
At around 2:40 pm (1440 GMT ) on

Wednesday, the attacker ploughed his car
into pedestrians on Westminster Bridge,
one of the city’s busiest tourist spots for
its views of parliament and its famous
clock tower. After crashing into the rail-
ings outside parliament, he leapt out with
a large knife and ran into the courtyard
where he stabbed a policeman before
being shot dead by officers. Policeman
Keith Palmer, 48, died of his injuries along
with three civilians who were hit by the
speeding car: 43-year-old mother-of-two
Aysha Frade; Kurt Cochran, an American in
his 50s; and 75-year-old Leslie Rhodes
from south London who died late
Thursday. At least 50 people were wound-
ed, including tourists from 12 different
countries. One person is fighting for their
life and two are in critical condition.

Who was the attacker?
Police have identified the perpetrator as

Khalid Masood, a 52-year-old Briton who
was born in the southeastern county of
Kent under the name Adrian Russell Ajao.
So far, police have not yet released an
image of Masood although media footage
of the attacker lying on a stretcher showed
a bearded, burly man wearing black
clothes. He ran into trouble with the law in
his late teens, chalking up a string of con-
victions for assault and possession of offen-
sive weapons between 1983 to 2003, but

none of them terror related. According to
The Sun tabloid, he married a Muslim
woman in 2004 and a year later moved to
Saudi Arabia to teach, returning in 2009.

Police said he went by “numerous alias-
es”, including, reportedly, Adrian Elms, while
reports suggest he lived all over England,
including in Luton and east London. Prime
Minister Theresa May has said Masood was
known to intelligence services as a “periph-
eral” figure some years ago but there was
no warning of his intention to mount an
attack. When he hired the car, he told the
Birmingham-based rental company he was
a teacher, the BBC said. But an education
ministry spokesman said he was not a qual-
ified teacher and had not taught in any
state schools. A former neighbor from
Winson Green in Birmingham described
him as “a nice guy”, telling the Birmingham
Mail newspaper he lived next door with his
wife and a small child until Christmas and
liked to work in his garden. 

Did he act alone?
The attack was claimed by Islamic State

which said Masood was one of its “soldiers”
acting on a call to target countries fighting
the jihadists in Iraq and Syria. Counter-ter-
ror chief Mark Rowley said police were try-
ing to establish whether Masood acted
totally alone “or if others have encouraged,
supported or directed him”. So far, police
have arrested 10 people in connection
with the attack. They initially arrested five
men and three women “on suspicion of
preparation of terrorist acts”. One of the
women was later released on bail. Two
more “significant arrests” were made
overnight Thursday. Police have so far
searched 16 addresses, mainly in London
and Birmingham, seizing 2,700 items
including “massive” amounts of computer
data. Five more raids are currently under
way, Rowley said.  —AFP

London attack: 

What we know

The attacker, Khalid Masood is treated by emergency services outside the Houses
of Parliament London. — AP 

2 charged over supplying gun to airport attacker

ESSONNE: A grab of a surveillance video footage from Paris Orly airport shows a man (cen-
ter) attacking a soldier on patrol at Paris’s Orly airport and grabbing her rifle before being
shot dead. — AFP 

London attacker: ‘Jack the lad’ turned killer

US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
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SINGAPORE: A Singaporean teenager
who was jailed twice after insulting the
island’s late leader Lee Kuan Yew and reli-
gious groups has been granted political
asylum in the United States, his US lawyer
said yesterday. Amos Yee, 18, shocked
Singaporeans in March 2015 after posting
an expletive-laden video attacking Lee as
the founding prime minister’s death trig-
gered a massive outpouring of grief in the
city-state. He was jailed for four weeks for
hurting the religious feelings of Christians
and posting an obscene image as part of
his attacks on Lee-whose son Lee Hsien
Loong is now the prime minister-but
served 50 days including penalties for vio-
lating bail conditions.

He was jailed again in 2016 for six
weeks for insulting Muslims and
Christians in a series of videos posted
online, but critics claim the real reason
was to silence him. Yee’s lawyer Sandra
Grossman of Maryland-based Grossman
Law LLC told AFP by telephone that US
immigration judge Samuel B. Cole had
granted her client’s application for asy-
lum. “Yee has met his burden of showing
that he suffered past persecution on
account of his political opinion and has a
well-founded fear of future persecution

in Singapore,” the judge said in the deci-
sion, a copy of which was seen by AFP.

The judge said evidence presented
during the hearing “demonstrates
Singapore’s persecution of Yee was a pre-
text to silence his political opinions criti-
cal of the Singapore government”. The
US Department of Homeland Security
had opposed Yee’s asylum application,
saying he was legally prosecuted by the
Singapore government. It now has 30
days to appeal the judge’s decision. In a
statement yesterday, Singapore’s home
affairs ministry, which looks after internal
security, said Yee had engaged in “hate
speech” but noted that such rhetoric is
allowed in the United States.

“It is the prerogative of the US to take
in such people who engage in hate
speech. There are many more such peo-
ple, around the world, who deliberately
engage in hate speech, and who may be
prosecuted,” the statement said. “Some
of them, will no doubt take note of the
US approach, and consider applying for
asylum in the US” it added. Singapore, a
prosperous island republic of 5.6 million
which has long been criticized for strict
controls on dissent, takes pride in its
racial and social cohesion, which it

regards as essential for stability in a
volatile region.

Several government critics have
sought refuge overseas, including in the
United States and Britain, among them
Gopalan Nair who was granted US asy-
lum for political persecution in the 1990s
and now holds American citizenship. Yee,
a filmmaker-turned-activist,  was
detained by US authorities after he
arrived in Chicago in December.
Speaking by telephone from Maryland,
lawyer Grossman, who has represented
Yee for free, said the US government “has
the right to appeal this decision” within
the next 30 days. “The law agrees that he
is eligible for immediate release,”
Grossman said.

‘Political dissident’   
The lawyer said she was told by the

US Immigrations and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) office that Yee will be
transferred to an ICE detention facility in
Chicago on Monday and will be consid-
ered for release. Phil Robertson, cam-
paign group Human Rights Watch’s
deputy Asia director, lauded the US
judge’s asylum decision. “There was nev-
er any doubt that Amos Yee is the quin-

tessential political dissident, escaping
from the sort of a pressure cooker envi-
ronment that city-state Singapore excels
in devising for dissidents who challenge
its prerogatives,” Robertson said. 

Activist Shelley Thio, of the rights
group Community Action Network
Singapore, said Yee’s mother, Mary,
received the news of the decision “with

much relief”. In Yee’s video attacking Lee,
he compared the late leader, who was
prime minister from 1959 to 1990, to
Jesus, saying “they are both power-hun-
gry and malicious but deceive others
into thinking they are compassionate
and kind”. It was watched hundreds of
thousands of times before being taken
down from Yee’s YouTube page. — AFP 

Singaporean teen dissident granted US asylum

BASEL: In the battlefields of Syria and Iraq, the
Islamic State group became infamous for its
spectacular variations on explosive vehicles. For
attacks in the West, it has advocated the use of
the same tool but suggested a simpler method,
encouraging its followers to use regular vehicles
to achieve bloodshed. Experts say that vehicle
attacks - whether IS-inspired or coordinated -
present a unique challenge for law enforcement
officials as they are nearly impossible to predict
and easy to pull off.  They require no advanced
training, no specialized materials. 

Almost anyone can own or rent a vehicle.
Some feel that these low-tech, lone wolf opera-
tions can have the same psychological impact as
larger, more sensational attacks. Four people
were killed in London on Wednesday with this
tactic in what was the worst attack on British soil
since the transport network bombings on July 7,
2005. Charlie Winter, a senior research fellow at
the London-based International Centre for the
Study of Radicalisation and Political Violence,
says what makes such attacks so frightening is
the relatively low barriers to entry. 

The method was embraced by Al-Qaeda
before being revitalized by IS. “It makes for a
very effective unsophisticated high impact, very
frightening form of an operation,” he said. “You
don’t need to know someone who can make you
a bomb or buy you a gun in order to carry out an
attack. It’s a very difficult thing to fight against.
There is no quick fix.” British authorities on
Thursday identified Khalid Masood as the man
who mowed down pedestrians with an SUV and
stabbed a policeman to death outside
Parliament. 

The British national wasn’t on a terrorism
watch list although he was once investigated for
extremism. IS claimed the attack. Rita Katz,
director of the SITE Intelligence group, says it is
almost impossible for law enforcement agencies
to stop IS-inspired attacks, especially vehicular-
style ones like the one in London. Since 2014,
this simple but effective method has been laid
out repeatedly and in detail in IS propaganda
material which continues to circulate online.

“It’s not a style of attack that you can monitor
by increasing security and intel on who has
weapons or other attention-grabbing variables,”
Katz told The Associated Press. “Every car sud-
denly turns into a possible weapon, so it’s really
very difficult to stop.” Vehicle attacks, like knife
attacks, are aggressively promoted by IS and its
online supporters. In its November issue of its
online magazine Rumiyah, IS extolled the virtues
of the car as a weapon of attack and offered
guidance to its followers, suggesting the Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade as a possible target.

“Vehicles are like knives, as they are extreme-
ly easy to acquire,” points out the online maga-
zine issue. “But unlike knives, which if found in
one’s possession can be a cause for suspicion,
vehicles arouse absolutely no doubts due to

their widespread use throughout the world. “
Two weeks later, an Ohio State University stu-
dent rammed his car into a group of pedestrians
on campus and then got out and started stab-
bing people with a butcher knife before being
gunned down by a police officer. IS claimed the
attack, which left 11 people wounded.  The dev-
astating potential of such violence was dramati-
cally illustrated last summer in the French beach
town of Nice when a cargo truck took to the
crowds celebrating Bastille Day in an attack that
left 86 people dead and hundreds of others
wounded. A truck was also used in last year’s
Christmas market attack in Berlin that killed 12
people, including the driver of the truck that was
commandeered.

In the London attack on Wednesday, the
weapon of choice was an SUV. Katz sees the sim-
ilarities between these attacks as evidence that
IS propaganda is taking hold and that more
needs to be done to counter it. Winter says that
the impact of propaganda is overplayed and a
copycat effect is also a factor. Omar Ashour says
these attacks are gaining traction precisely
because authorities have their defenses up. The
IS leadership began urging attacks on the West

after the US-led coalition launched airstrikes on
the group. The message then evolved to spell
out the best ways to use a knife or inflict the
most damage possible with a car. IS may provide
“very detailed tactical information that helps the
attackers to create more damage but there is a
ceiling to that. 

They could not do as much damage as
firearms or bombs would do. The capacity to
execute largish, more complex operations is
extremely limited,” says Ashour, a lecturer in
security studies at the University of Exeter.

Anne Giudicelli, director of the security risk
consultancy firm Terrorisc, says that such attacks
are becoming a signature approach for IS in
Europe. While not much more can be done to
boost security on the ground, more can be done
to fight the spread of IS ideology online, and
cooperation between European countries con-
fronting this threat can be tightened. “At the lev-
el of strict security, the maximum is done,” she
said. “The authorities are confronted to the fact
that all the outward signs, what we call indica-
tors, the criteria for surveillance, are today very
volatile because individuals adapt, they know
what will get them detected.”— AP 

SINGAPORE: This file photo shows Amos Yee leaving the state court in
Singapore. Yee, a Singaporean teenager who was jailed twice after insulting the
island’s late leader Lee Kuan Yew and religious groups, has been granted politi-
cal asylum in the United States, his US lawyer said yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The Republican Party’s
longstanding ideological divisions were laid
bare in very public fashion this week, sink-
ing US President Donald Trump’s Obamacare
repeal plan and threatening other elements
of his agenda. The health care bill fell victim
to bickering between two competing
groups in Trump’s party: a band of grass
roots conservatives, centered around the
House Freedom Caucus, who routinely buck
leadership; and establishment-leaning mod-
erates who are more likely to seek consen-
sus over confrontation.  

The president’s failure to get them
together and bring the American Health
Care Act across the finish line highlighted
how the internal fracturing has yet to heal.
That could spell trouble for the party in
power, as Washington gears up for several
legislative battles in the months ahead. “Like
Southern California, the GOP has many fault
lines,” John Pitney, a professor of American
politics at Claremont McKenna College said.
“They run in multiple directions and any one
of them could cause an earthquake.”
Tremors are already being felt. 

Congress must pass a spending bill by
April 28 that funds federal operations, or
government could tumble into a shutdown.
It will also begin debate in coming months
on raising the US debt ceiling.  The factions
are often far apart on such issues, with con-
servatives balking at debt ceiling hikes and
moderates far more willing to consider com-
promise on social issues when it comes to
the budget. Disputes between the two fac-
tions is nothing new. In 2010, ecstatic grass-
roots Tea Party candidates rode into
Congress on a wave of anti-establishment
fervor, as Republicans seized control of the
House of Representatives. The following
year, bitter Republican battles over raising
the debt ceiling nearly drove the United
States into a calamitous default.  In October
2013, rancorous fights over spending led to
a 17-day government shutdown, largely

blamed on conservatives like Senator Ted
Cruz.  Getting Republicans to line up on
issues has often been like herding cats.  One
need only look back to 2015, when the far-
right managed to drive House speaker John
Boehner into retirement after he tried to
drag them into line on multiple fronts.

Many conservatives openly celebrated
Boehner’s departure-he once called Cruz a
“jackass.” But Boehner was replaced by the
wonkish, rising young star Paul Ryan, a con-
sumate establishment Republican and for-
mer vice presidential candidate.  While he
faced criticism from far-right legislators,
Ryan managed to tamp down the uproar by
conservatives-until the 2016 presidential
race and the emergence of Trump, the pop-
ulist candidate.

Dealing with divides 
Trump’s November election victory has

clearly emboldened core conservatives and
far-right ideologues, leaving some middle-
of-the-road Republicans in political purgato-
ry on issues like health care and immigra-
tion. Republicans would most likely need to
be far more united than Friday’s debacle if
the party is to successfully tackle the coming
legislative laundry list.

Immediately after Friday’s health bill col-
lapse Trump declared that “now we’re going
to go for tax reform,” an issue as complex and
thorny as health care reform-and to date
more elusive. Mo Brooks, a Freedom Caucus
congressman, downplayed the divisions as
he looked ahead. “I see no impact whatsoev-
er from the failure of this bill today with
respect to what the prognosis may be for tax
reform, border security or any of those other
issues. They’re entirely different,” he said.  But
sniping within the ranks was spilling into the
open Friday.  “The House Freedom Caucus
just single-handedly saved #Obamacare,”
tweeted Adam Kinzinger, a moderate House
Republican, blaming intransigent conserva-
tives for the health bill’s failure. — AFP

LONDON: The anti-EU, anti-immi-
gration UK Independence Party
(UKIP) will no longer be represent-
ed in the British parliament after its

only MP announced yesterday he
was quitting to become an inde-
pendent lawmaker. Douglas
Carswell said his membership was

no longer necessary following last
year’s referendum vote to leave the
EU, saying: “I will leave UKIP amica-
bly, cheerfully and in the knowl-
edge that we won.”

The announcement comes just
days before Prime Minister Theresa
May is due to formally notify the
European Union of Britain’s inten-
tion to leave the bloc, starting a
two-year countdown to Brexit.
Carswell ’s ties had long been
strained with the rest of the party,
in particular its founder Nigel
Farage, who has repeatedly tried
and failed to win election to the
650-seat House of Commons.
Farage, one of UKIP’s 20 members
of the European Parliament, last
month publicly asked Carswell to
leave the party, saying he “actively
and transparently seeks to damage
us”.  But his resignation is a blow
after months of infighting in the
party, which is struggling to find a
winning platform beyond its core
message of euroscepticism and
opposition to mass immigration.
Carswell was first elected to parlia-
ment in 2005 as a member of May’s
Conservative party, but resigned in

2014 to stand again as a member of
UKIP in the south-eastern English
seat of Clacton. “Like many of you, I
switched to UKIP because I desper-
ately wanted us to leave the EU.” he
wrote in a blog posting yesterday,
entitled “Job Done”. 

“Now we can be certain that that
is going to happen, I have decided
that I will be leaving UKIP. “I will not
be switching parties, nor crossing
the floor to the Conservatives, so do
not need to call a by-election, as I
did when switching from the
Conservatives to UKIP. “I will simply
be the member of parliament for
Clacton, sitting as an independent.” 

He paid tribute to UKIP’s efforts,
saying that despite their failure to
win more MPs, “in a way we are the
most successful political party in
Britain ever”. “We have achieved
what we were established to do-
and in doing so we have changed
the course of our country’s history
for the better,” he said. “Make no
mistake; we would not be leaving
the EU if it was not for UKIP, and for
those remarkable people who
founded, supported and sustained
our party over that period.” — AFP 

JINDO: South Korea’s sunken Sewol ferry
has been successfully hauled onto a giant
heavy lifting ship, officials said yesterday, a
step towards returning the vessel to port.
Nearly three years after it went down
killing more than 300 people, the wreck
was safely placed onto a semi-submersible
ship that will finally bring it to shore.
Almost all the victims were schoolchildren
and it is thought that nine bodies still
unaccounted for may be trapped inside. 

“The vessel was successfully loaded
onto the semi-submersible as of 4:10 am,”
completing one of the most delicate
stages of the salvage operation, said Lee
Cheol-Jo, a Ministry of Oceans and
Fisheries official in charge of the salvage.
The 145-metre ship was brought to the
surface in a complex salvage operation
believed to be among the largest recov-
eries ever of a wreck in one piece.

After being pulled up to the surface by
wires lowered from two large barges, a

flotilla of powerful tugs towed the wreck
towards the semi-submersible. It was
placed over the deck of the semi-sub-
mersible, which will then rise throughout
the day to expose the hull of the Sewol
completely.  “It will take three to five days
to prepare the Sewol to be towed to
Mokpo”, a large port on the southern
coast, some 87 kilometers, Lee said. Once
secured on the vessel, it will take a day to
reach port. The Sewol is likely to be
docked at Mokpo early April, where the
wreck will be searched for bodies. After
the ferry safely leaves the accident site,
the ministry said divers will search the
waters and seabed for any remains.

Underwater fences have been installed
surrounding the area where the Sewol
sank. The salvage came as the third
anniversary approached of one of the
country’s worst-ever maritime disasters,
which dealt a crushing blow to now-ousted
president Park Geun-Hye. — AFP

Britain’s UKIP loses only MP 

LONDON: In this file photo, newly-elected UK Independence Party
member of Parliament Douglas Carswell gives a double thumbs-up as
he poses for the media upon his arrival to take his seat at the Houses
of Parliament in London. Carswell said yesterday that he’s leaving
UKIP and will serve in Parliament as an independent. — AP 

Vehicle attacks: Easy success 

for IS, a challenge for police

Car and knife attacks aggressively promoted by IS 

NICE: In this July 14, 2016 file photo, authorities investigate a truck after it plowed through
Bastille Day revelers in the French resort city of Nice, France, killing 86 people. In Britain, a
man drove a car into pedestrians in London on March 22, 2017, in an attack claimed by the
Islamic State group. The extremist group is encouraging its followers to use vehicles to
achieve bloodshed. — AP 

WASHINGTON: House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi of Calif (right) and Democratic
Whip Steny Hoyer, D-Md react at a joke from Rep Eric Swalwell, D-Calif (center) on
Capitol Hill. Republican leaders have abruptly pulled their troubled health care over-
haul bill off the House floor, short of votes and eager to avoid a humiliating defeat
for President Donald Trump and GOP leaders.— AP 

The House divided: Republican 

rift threatens Trump agenda

Sewol ferry lifted 

onto salvage ship
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Central Congo militia 
decapitates 40 police 

KINSHASA: Militia fighters in central Democratic Republic
of Congo decapitated about 40 police officers in an
ambush, local officials said yesterday, the deadliest attack
on security forces since an insurrection in the region began
last August. The Kamuina Nsapu militants attacked the
police on Friday as they drove from Tshikapa to Kananga.
The militia members stole arms and vehicles, Francois
Kalamba, speaker of the Kasai provincial assembly said. 

MINSK: Belarus authorities raided the offices
of a prominent rights group yesterday,
detaining dozens of people ahead of a
planned protest, including foreign rights
workers, the group said.  Police also detained
a leading opposition leader Vladimir
Nekliayev as he was returning from Poland,
taking him off the train at the border and
placing him in a detention facility. Viasna, an
NGO that had been tracking arrests and
protest rallies in Belarus in recent weeks, said
riot police blocked their office in Minsk and
was conducting a search. The police broke
down the door, “put people face down on the
floor and told them to stay there,” the NGO
said on its website. “There were 57 people
detained, including foreign observers,” it said.
Those detained were taken to a police sta-
tion, it said.

A protest had been scheduled by the
opposition for 2:00 pm in Minsk and several
other cities, the latest in a series of events
against authoritarian President Alexander

Lukashenko. Thousands have attended ral-
lies in recent weeks to oppose a controver-
sial new tax on “spongers”-those who work
less than six months a year-as the country
suffers an economic slump, with the swell in
protests alarming the government.
Authorities late Friday told organizers that
the event would be illegal. Yesterday, scores
of armored police trucks and water cannons,
as well as officers armed with automatic
rifles could be seen in the city.

Heavy police presence
The square where the protest had been

set to start was blocked by heavy police
presence,  with the metro exits sealed.
About a hundred people at the scene were
being detained en masse shortly after 2:00
pm, according to an AFP correspondent.
Opposition leader Nekliayev, who was set to
speak at the protest, was stopped at the
border yesterday morning on his way to
Minsk, his wife told AFP. “He is in a deten-

tion facility in Brest,” Olga Nekliayeva said,
referring to the city in southwestern Belarus
close to the Polish border.  Dozens have
been arrested ahead of the event, as state
television aired reports of alleged weapons
caches discovered while police armed with
automatic rifles were in the city centre for
the first time in decades.  

Many had planned to travel to the capital
from the provinces for the protest.
Belarusian railway monopoly halted online
sales for several hours overnight Friday to
Saturday,  ostensibly due to “technical
works.” Belarusian independent newspaper
Nasha Niva added that prominent opposi-
tion leader Mikola Statkevich and his wife
Marina Adamovich had their Facebook
accounts hacked, citing Adamovich’s son
Yuri. Statkevich’s Facebook account was
offline yesterday while his official website
late Friday posted that “the rally has been
cancelled” in what his suppor ters also
believed to be a fake. — AFP 

Belarus raids rights NGO, arrests dozens 

A backpacker attacker 
convicted in Australia

SYDNEY: A man accused of attacking two young back-
packers in a harrowing ordeal at a remote Australian
beach was yesterday found guilty of kidnapping and
assault but cleared of attempted murder.  The 60-year-
old, whose identity was suppressed by the South
Australian Supreme Court, was on trial for sexually
assaulting a Brazilian woman and hitting her German
friend with a hammer at Salt Creek, east of Adelaide, in
February last year. He denied the charges but was
found guilty of six offences including indecent assault,
aggravated kidnapping and endangering life. The
court heard he met the backpackers through classi-
fieds website Gumtree where they advertised for a ride
from Adelaide to Melbourne, the capital of Victoria
state. After picking them up, they drove to the remote
site in Coorong National Park where they set up camp,
the Adelaide Advertiser newspaper reported.  The court
was told the man and the Brazilian went looking for
kangaroos in nearby sand dunes, at which point he
pulled out a knife and bound her wrists with rope
before cutting off her bikini and sexually assaulting her. 

Air strike kills at least 16 
civilians near Damascus

BEIRUT: At least 16 civilians were killed and dozens
wounded yesterday in an air strike on a rebel-held area
outside Damascus, the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights monitor said. It said it was not immediately
clear who was responsible for the strike on the town
Hammuriyeh in the opposition bastion of Eastern
Ghouta, which has been targeted by both the govern-
ment and its ally Russia in the past. “Sixteen civilians,
including a child, were killed and around 50 others
wounded in an air strike on the main street in the town
of Hammuriyeh,” Observatory director Rami Abdel
Rahman said. He could not immediately confirm if all
the wounded were civilians, or if some were rebel
fighters. The death toll could rise further because a
number of the injured were in serious condition, he
added. An AFP photographer saw members of the
White Helmets rescue organization removing survivors
from the aftermath of the street, including a man
whose face was coated in blood. 

BEIRUT: Every week, young divorcee Rita
Choukeir looks forward to the three pre-
cious hours she gets with her young son in
Lebanon, where child custody is awarded
according to religious rulings. Typically
hailed as one of the region’s most liberal
countries, Lebanon’s so-called personal sta-
tus issues-including marriage, divorce, and
child custody-are stil l  determined by
authorities of its 18 religious sects. Shiite
religious courts have ruled that divorced
mothers must turn over custody of their
sons when they reach two, and daughters
aged seven, when custody goes de facto to
the father.

But hundreds of mothers, including 24-
year-old Choukeir, are fighting back. “As a
mother, you have the biggest right to rebel,
to take on the whole world to protect your
son,” said Choukeir, who has been fighting
for custody of her four-year-old son Adam
since her divorce in 2015. Her struggle is
familiar and traumatic: Choukeir grew up
seeing her own divorced mother just eight
hours a week because of a ruling by a reli-
gious court. Barely holding back her tears,
she said: “I’ve seen the pain of both experi-
ences: my own as a child raised far away
from her mother, and a mother kept from
her son.” Adam has been living with his
father since shortly after the divorce, but
Choukeir is now appealing to the country’s
top Shiite Muslim court for full custody.

‘Not open for discussion’    
Choukeir said she was not expecting the

court to rule in her favor, but that she
would not stop fighting for custody “until
the last of my days”. “I don’t trust the (reli-
gious) court, I’m afraid of it,” Choukeir said.
“How can someone like me, who was
deprived of her mother at three years old
because of this court, trust it today?”

According to Shiite scholars, the custody
rule is an interpretation of the hadith
(words and practices of the Prophet
Mohammed) and the Quran, which stipu-
late that fathers are responsible for child-
rearing. 

Ali Makki, who heads the religious court
at Lebanon’s Supreme Islamic Shiite
Council said: “The Shiite sect relies primarily
on interpretation, but the highest point of
reference for the council is in Najaf,” a Shiite
shrine city in Iraq. “Amending the issue (of
custody) is not easy for the Shiite sect.” A
similar custody rule once applied to

Lebanon’s Sunni population, but after
widespread pushback, clerics amended it
and Sunni divorcees were granted full cus-
tody until their children turned 12. Now,
Shiite mothers in Lebanon are waging their
own protest campaign, with Choukeir’s
case as a rallying cry. 

On a recent Saturday afternoon, dozens
of mothers gathered with their children at
the Supreme Islamic Shiite Council head-
quarters in Beirut. Organized by the
“Protecting Lebanese Women” campaign,
protesters held banners that read, “Custody
is a right for Rita and every mother!” “We

have been waging this battle for four years
without any positive response from the
Supreme Islamic Shiite Council, which
insists that this issue is not open for discus-
sion,” said campaign head Zeina Ibrahim.

‘Stood my ground’ 
In some cases, divorcees offer to give up

their alimony in exchange for full custody.
But sometimes, Shiite women who resist
lose their visitation rights, or are even
jailed. In early November, Fatima Hamza,
32, spent six days behind bars after refus-
ing to hand over her four-year-old son Ali
to his father. The top Shiite court had ruled
that since her son was older than two, full
custody would be awarded to his father. 

“The court didn’t even listen to me.
Instead, they added to the injustice against
me,” she said. While Hamza was imprisoned,
Ali stayed with a relative and later returned
to his mother’s care-although his father is
still pressing the legal battle for full cus-
tody.  “They renewed their demands that I
be imprisoned again but I  stood my
ground. I told the judge that I was ready to
go to jail again, but I would not implement
this unjust and unfair decision,” she said.

Surrounded by women outside the
Shiite Council’s headquarters, Hamza said
Lebanese “mothers are becoming more
daring after breaking down the walls of
fear”. Last year, Darine Salman was jailed for
27 days when she refused to hand over
custody of her six-year-old son to her
Kuwaiti husband. By the time she was
released, Salman’s husband had taken cus-
tody of their son. “The religious judge ruled
in favor of the father, as expected. He
refused to listen to me or let me defend
myself,” Salman, 36 said. “I don’t want my
rights. I just want to see my son.”  — AFP 

MINSK: A riot police officer detains an activist during a rally against President Alexander
Lukashenko’s rule and a controversial new tax on ‘spongers’ - those who work less than
six months a year - in Minsk yesterday.— AFP 

11 killed in two gold mine 
accidents in central China 

BEIJING: Accidents at two neighboring gold mines in cen-
tral China’s Henan province killed 11 people yesterday, the
official Xinhua news agency reported, citing local authori-
ties. Thick smoke engulfed a pit at the Qinling gold mine of
China National Gold Group in Lingbao City on Friday morn-
ing, trapping 12 workers and six management staff, Xinhua
reported yesterday. Rescue workers retrieved seven bodies
on Friday night. Of the 10 people taken to hospital, one
failed to respond to treatment and the other nine were
recovering. One more body was retrieved yesterday after-
noon. A similar accident was reported in a neighboring
gold mine on Friday afternoon, Xinhua said, citing the
provincial work safety administration. Of the six workers
trapped, four had been rescued while the other two were
found dead later that evening. Industrial accidents are
common in China. Anger over lax standards is rising after
30 years of breakneck economic growth marred by inci-
dents from mining disasters to factory fires. 

This frame grab from video shows black smoke rising
from a Syrian forces airsrtike, above the opposition-
held Jobar neighborhood, east Damascus. — AP 

New York launches 
immigrant initiative

NEW YORK: New York state yesterday launched an immi-
grant legal defense initiative with more than $1 million in
public and private funding in response to “overwhelming”
demand for help from non-profit organizations. A
statewide coalition of 182 advocacy organization and legal
entities, as well as a network of pro bono attorneys, law
students and legal professionals will provide legal assis-
tance and representation to immigrants “threatened by
recent changes in immigration policies,” a statement read.
The move follows actions under President Donald Trump,
who has twice issue a travel ban on refugees, as well as
other travelers from certain predominantly Muslim coun-
tries. Both have been suspended by courts.  

Shiite Lebanese women 
wage custody battles

‘Protecting Lebanese Women’ campaign

WARRI: While Nigeria’s President
Muhammadu Buhari was receiving treat-
ment in London for an undisclosed illness,
his energetic deputy Yemi Osinbajo was
wooing the country’s oil heartland. In stark
contrast with Buhari, a 74-year-old former
general who rarely ventures outside the
capital, Abuja, the vice-president went on a
whirlwind tour around Africa’s most popu-
lous nation. Out of all his stops during
Buhari’s 49-day absence, Osinbajo’s trips to
the Niger delta-the oil-rich southern
swamplands that dictate Nigeria’s econom-
ic fortunes-were the most productive.

The result: a noticable thaw in frigid
relations between locals and the federal
government, and a lull in attacks on oil and
gas infrastructure that hit production in the
last year. “The issues are very clear, we need
to act quickly and that is my submission,”
60-year-old Osinbajo said during a town
hall meeting held in the Delta state capital,
Warri, in January. By February 25, the feder-
al government had released 10 oil rebels
who had spent more than two months in
custody. One of them, Smith Bounanaowei,
said: “I believe Osinbajo is a man that has
tried in the peace process. “My advice to
the federal government is for them to fol-
low the steps of Osinbajo in bringing peace
to the region,” he said at his home in
Yenagoa, the state capital of Bayelsa.

Hands-on approach 
Osinbajo’s hands-on approach has

among other things raised hopes among
Niger delta leaders of a return of the
“Egbesu” sword, which was controversially
removed from a sacred waterside shrine ear-
lier this year. The perpetrators were said to
be Nigerian troops combing the creeks for
the Niger Delta Avengers, the militant group
responsible for most of the attacks in the last
12 months. Local leaders are also hopeful
that construction will resume of a maritime
university near Warri that was shelved when
Buhari came to power in May 2015.  “He
(Osinbajo) is actually putting action to his
words,” said Udengs Eradiri, a former presi-
dent of the Ijaw Youth Council, an umbrella
body for youths in the Niger delta region. 

“We are grateful to him as he has come
to the peace process with an open mind
and a clear conscience.” Much has been
made about Osinbajo’s engagement in the

region, which was hit in the early 2000s by
rebels also motivated by a desire to see a
more equitable distribution of oil wealth
for locals. The vice-president’s style certain-
ly seems more consensual than Buhari,
whose military has called the militants
“economic terrorists”. Buhari sent in troops
while Osinbajo pushed for talks. Nigeria’s
government maintains the vice-president is
not ploughing his own furrow and is work-
ing with Buhari to implement his policy.

“Their role in the presidency is one. It is a
ticket,” one of Buhari’s spokesmen, Femi
Adesina, told reporters earlier in March. “Any
attempt to begin to demarcate between the
president and the acting president is (an)
exercise in futility.” Nevertheless, experts say
Osinbajo’s more collaborative approach-
notably his willingness to physically meet a
variety of regional leaders on their home
turf-has been invaluable. “Osinbajo has been
busy meeting with local stakeholders, focus-
ing on the oil communities rather than on
the usual suspects, whose main concern is
entitlement,” said Dirk Steffen, a security
analyst at the Risk Intelligence consultancy
in Copenhagen. The question now is
whether Buhari, who returned to Nigeria on
March 10, can keep up the momentum.

Fragile peace
Just two weeks after Buhari’s return, ten-

sion in the Niger delta already appears to be
mounting. Some former militants from the
previous insurgency who receive monthly
65,000-naira ($205, 190-euro) stipends to
stop them taking up arms have complained
that they have not been paid since
December.  “The ex-militants are starting to
ask when will they be paid,” said Dolapo Oni,
Lagos-based energy researcher at Ecobank.  

On Friday, Buhari met Niger delta leaders
in Abuja while Osinbajo was again in the
region on his troubleshooting tour. Again he
pledged a peaceful resolution to the crisis.
Steffen, who tracks the region and maritime
security offshore in the perilous Gulf of
Guinea where high seas pirates are active,
said the lull indicated a fragile peace.”There
are some indications, and a general sense of
foreboding in many parts of the Delta, that
the violent part of the militancy isn’t over
yet,” he said. “Guns and explosives are readily
available and the armed groups will not dis-
appear overnight.” — AFP

HONG KONG: Pro-democracy activists and
hundreds of supporters marched in Hong
Kong yesterday ahead of a vote for the
city’s next leader which they reject as a
sham. Hong Kong’s next chief executive will
be chosen by a pro-China committee today
morning with former deputy leader Carrie
Lam widely seen as Beijing’s favorite for the
job, but intensely disliked by the democra-
cy camp who view her as a hardliner.

It is the first leadership vote in the
semi-autonomous city since mass rallies in
2014 calling for fully free elections failed
to win reform and comes as concern
grows that Beijing is increasingly interfer-
ing in Hong Kong.  Some of the marchers
on Saturday held yellow umbrellas, sym-
bol of the democracy movement, and
chanted “Oppose Chinese authorities’
appointment-we should choose our own
government!”  The city’s best-known pro-
democracy campaigner, Joshua Wong,
said he expected more protesters to gath-
er today as committee members cast their
votes at the harbourfront convention cen-
tre. “It will be a nightmare for us if Carrie
Lam is elected, but we will still continue to
generate more motivation to fight against

suppression and the inter ference of
China’s government,” said student Wong,
20, who became the face of the 2014
“Umbrella Movement” protests. The pro-
democracy camp makes up only a quarter
of the 1,194-strong election committee,
which is drawn from a range of special
interest groups, ranging from agriculture
to real estate.

Most democrats on the committee have
said they will support Lam’s main rival
John Tsang, a former finance minister seen
as a more moderate establishment figure.
Tsang drew thousands of supporters to his
final campaign rally in central Hong Kong
Friday night, and is a clear favorite in most
public opinion polls.  However, the vast
majority of Hong Kong’s 3.8 million voters
do not participate in the selection of the
chief executive and Lam is widely expect-
ed to win thanks to support from pro-
China members of the election committee.
Democracy campaigners marched yester-
day from the commercial area of Causeway
Bay to a square near the voting venue said
regardless of what people thought of the
individual candidates, the system needed
to change.  — AFP

BEIRUT: Lebanese women take part in a protest in front of Lebanon’s Supreme Shiite
Council to ask clerics to increase the age at which custody of children for divorced
Shiite Muslim couples can be awarded to the mother, in the capital Beirut. — AFP 

Nigeria’s vice-president and 
a fragile peace in the delta

HONG KONG: A pro-democracy protester displays a placard during a demonstration
in Hong Kong to demand genuine universal suffrage yesterday. — AP 

Activists march ahead of 
Hong Kong leader’s vote 
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and activities for children. Government-owned
Emirates, which operates 18 direct flights to the US daily,
also began a service to enable passengers to use their
electronic devices after check-in and until boarding.

Samuel Porter, who was travelling out of Dubai with
his family, nonetheless decided to “avoid delays” at the
airport by putting his laptop in the hold. “The only issue
is the kids. I have two kids and the iPad is always in their
hands. Maybe they will watch a documentary and learn
something useful this time”, he told AFP.

The United States last week announced a ban on all
electronics larger than a standard smartphone on board
direct flights out of eight countries across the Middle
East. US officials would not specify how long the ban
will last, but Emirates told AFP that it had been instruct-
ed to enforce the measures until at least Oct 14. The ban
covers electronics sold at Dubai Duty Free, Dubai
Airports CEO Paul Griffiths said earlier this week. 

Adding to the disruption yesterday, a number of
flights out of Dubai and Abu Dhabi airports were
delayed due to thunderstorms, including an Emirates
flight to Houston. Travellers using 10 airports across the
Middle East and North Africa are subject to the ban.
Britain has also announced a parallel electronics ban,
effective yesterday, targeting all flights out of Egypt,
Turkey, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia and Lebanon.

Passengers readying to fly to the UK out of Tunisia
yesterday were skeptical, but compliant. “I think it’s
bizarre. I don’t get it,” said Paul, a British tourist on his
way home. “I’m also concerned about the security of my
own computer...but what can you do.” “You do what
they tell you to do and keep quiet,” said Khairi, a British-
Libyan dual citizen flying out of Tunis. 

Royal Jordanian, which operates direct flights to
London, New York, Detroit and Chicago, poked fun at
the ban on its social media accounts. The airline sug-
gested alternative in-flight activities, including doing
“what we Jordanians do best... stare at each other!” 

The restrictions have come under criticism for target-
ing majority-Muslim countries. The US ban in particular
has raised eyebrows for covering airports from which
American airlines do not operate direct flights. But the
United States and Britain have cited intelligence indicat-
ing passenger jets could be targeted with explosives
planted in such devices. Turkish airports began enforc-
ing the ban yesterday, with national carrier Turkish
Airlines offering a similar laptop stowage service to
Emirates. Abu Dhabi, home of UAE national carrier
Etihad Airways, is one of the few international airports
with a US Customs and Border Protection Facility,
which processes immigration and customs inspections
before departure. But those flying to the US from Abu
Dhabi will still need to check in their electronics,
Etihad said. — AFP 

Weary flyers shrug as laptop ban takes off
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Trump had thrown his full political weight behind the
measure, spending days arm-twisting recalcitrant
Republicans, and he declared himself “disappointed” and a
“little surprised” by the defeat.

The battle was an eye-opening experience for Trump, a
billionaire real estate tycoon who entered the White House
with no experience in politics or government, including
the delicate navigations of Congress. The bill’s defeat
marked a second major policy setback for the new presi-
dent, who has seen his attempt to curb travel from
Muslim-majority countries twice frozen by the courts.

Instead of projecting humility, Trump went on the
offensive Friday, branding Democrats as the real “losers” of
the failed repeal bid because “now they own Obamacare.
They own it, 100 percent.” The president met with House
Speaker Paul Ryan earlier in the day, then spoke with him
by telephone when it was clear the party did not have the
votes to get its plan across the finish line. “I told him that
the best thing I think to do is to pull this bill and he agreed
with that decision,” Ryan said. But while Trump was quick
to blame Democrats for not giving “a single vote” for his
plan, Ryan owned up to the failures. “I will not sugarcoat
this. This is a disappointing day for us,” said the top
Republican in Congress.

The Trump-backed plan, intended to expand free-mar-
ket competition in the insurance industry and lower the
cost of premiums for most Americans, would also have
slashed public assistance to people who have no health
coverage through their employer. Some 14 million people
stood to lose their coverage starting next year, according
to congressional forecasts. Basic benefits covered under
Obamacare - such as maternity care and emergency room
visits - would no longer have been considered essential

and required for insurers to provide. The bill now appears
dead, with Republican lawmakers urging a return to the
drawing board. “Clearly, the votes weren’t there,” said
Congressman Charlie Dent, one of several moderate
House Republicans who expressed concerns over the bill’s
impact on poor and elderly Americans. “So I think it’s
important now that we start over, and we do a durable,
sustainable health care reform and it be done in a biparti-
san way,” he added.

By pulling the bill, Ryan flew in the face of a White
House that had declared negotiations over and demanded
a vote on Friday. Trump had put his reputation as a deal-
maker on the line with the high-risk vote. Congressman
Mo Brooks, a member of the ultra-conservative House
Freedom Caucus that largely opposed the measure on
grounds it was too similar to Obamacare, said he was
“pleased as could be that the legislation has failed”, argu-
ing it would have been bad for Americans. But he refused
to place blame on the president. “I don’t think this reflects
on the president in any way, shape or form,” Brooks said. 

But some conservative centrists expressed frustration
with recalcitrant hardliners. “The House Freedom Caucus
just single-handedly saved #Obamacare,” Republican
Congressman Adam Kinzinger charged on Twitter. It was
not clear when Congress would return to health care, as
Trump said he would shift quickly toward tax reform,
another longstanding goal of Republicans. “Obamacare is
the law of the land. It’s going to remain the law of the land
until it’s replaced.”

Democrats said they were open to cooperation - pro-
vided Republicans wanted to help fix the existing law.
“We’re ready to work with the president,” Senate Minority
Leader Chuck Schumer said on CNN. “Take repeal off the
table,” and “we’ll work with them on improving
Obamacare.” — AFP 

Trump suffers humiliating defeat
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of history and public affairs at Princeton University, on
CNN.com. “In this case, he was the loser.” 

That leaves Trump, after just two months in office, fac-
ing a dilemma that may define the rest of his presidency:
Can he continue with the bareknuckle, alpha male
approach that brought him to the summit of global poli-
tics. His erratic tweets have already called his credibility
into doubt, most seriously when he accused his predeces-
sor Obama - without proof - of wiretapping his phones.
His approach to policymaking - all about speed, with little
consultation - has also shown its limits as his order to curb
immigration from some Muslim-majority nations was
twice frozen by the courts.

Some lessons from the healthcare debate offer omi-
nous signs. Amid threats of retribution and orders to
“march or die”, more than two dozen Republicans still
refused to back what Trump touted as the “greatest”
healthcare plan. “Donald Trump played a game of chick-
en with House Republicans. Then he blinked. Bigly,”
headlined the Washington Post’s editorial on the health
care debacle.

Trump’s bluff can be called, after all, and many
Republicans who supported him only reluctantly, may
now smell blood. Not to mention foreign leaders like
those in North Korea, China, Russia or Iran, who owe him
no allegiance and are playing a higher stakes geopoliti-

cal game. And Trump is unlikely to get any relief from
Democrats, loath to back a president mired in scandal
over his team’s links to Russia, even if they backed his
proposals.

It is unclear whether the septuagenarian could change
if he wanted to. Domestic allies and friendly diplomats
report that in private Trump shows little mastery of the
details needed to push policy forward. In one recent dis-
cussion, an ally painstakingly outlined an urgent problem
item-by-item, only for Trump to promptly change the sub-
ject. Even aides admit Trump showed more interest in
making the healthcare sale than in what he was selling.

When it comes to substance, the ill-fated health care
bill put contradictions between free market Republicans
and the economic populism embodied by Trump’s chief
strategist Steve Bannon into sharp relief. The bill, if suc-
cessful, would have left millions of the Americans who
voted for Trump without coverage, leaving some inside
the White House to wish it dead.

The ideological gap within the Republican party,
masked by years united in opposition, was just too big to
span. And bridging that divide will prove just as difficult
when it comes to choosing between paying for programs
for the poor and tax cuts for companies and the wealthy.
After just over 60 days in office, Trump is in many ways still
learning on the job. He could yet steady the ship: George
H W Bush and Bill Clinton saw similar turbulent starts
before shuffling staff and buckling down. —AFP

Buck stops with Trump
Continued from Page 1

change is happening, so it’s good to see the city
grouping together to support Earth Hour.”

From Australia, it moved westward through Asia,
with many of the skyscrapers ringing Hong Kong’s
Victoria Harbour going dark in solidarity while at
Myanmar’s most sacred pagoda, the Shwedagon,
10,000 oil lamps were lit to shine a light on climate
action. In Singapore, some 200 organizations, including
buildings along the city-state’s iconic skyline, went dark
to mark the occasion. Organizers said about 35,000 peo-
ple watched performances and participated in a “car-
bon-neutral run” which saw some runners in panda and
tiger costumes to raise awareness of wildlife protection.

And in Japan, Tokyo’s famed Sony Building in Ginza
extinguished its bright lights to honor the occasion. The
event was also marked throughout Africa, Europe and
the Americas. Monuments including the Empire State
Building, the Kremlin, Big Ben, the Leaning Tower of

Pisa, the Eiffel Tower and Egypt’s pyramids were sched-
uled to switch off. Lisbon hosted a concert by candle-
light, Singapore a “carbon-neutral run”, and Tanzania
organized a tree-planting ceremony.

Homes and businesses were also asked to join in,
and individuals could commit to the cause on
Facebook. WWF said teams around the world would use
Earth Hour this year to highlight climate issues most rel-
evant to individual countries. In South Africa, the focus
would be on renewable energy while in China, WWF
said it was working with businesses to encourage a shift
towards more sustainable lifestyles.

Last year, scientists recorded the Earth’s hottest tem-
peratures in modern times for the third year in a row.
Nations agreed in Paris in 2015 to limit average global
warming to two degrees Celsius over pre-industrial tem-
peratures. That is the level at which many scientists say
humankind can still avoid worst-case climate outcomes
in terms of rising sea levels, worsening droughts and
floods, and increasingly violent superstorms. — AFP

World’s cities, monuments switch off for
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Focus

Obamacare just 

on a slow burn 

U
S President Donald Trump said on Friday that
Obamacare was “exploding” after Republican
lawmakers shelved legislation that would have

dismantled the healthcare law. That’s not going to hap-
pen this month. Probably not even this year. The more
than 12 million people who bought 2017 health insur-
ance plans on HealthCare.gov and other websites the
law created are not in danger of losing their healthcare
or having their premiums go up right now, experts say.

But 2018 is another story. Republicans could choose
to pass a budget that defunds Obamacare’s cost-shar-
ing subsidies, which help low-income people cover out-
of-pocket and other medical costs. But that would be
highly unpopular among consumers who would likely
blame the president and Congress for skyrocketing
healthcare costs, experts said. “That is one of the ways
that is available to monkey wrench the Affordable Care
Act,” said Morgan Tilleman, an associate with the law
firm Foley & Lardner, who represents insurers.

Obamacare, former Democratic President Barack
Obama’s signature legislation created by the Affordable
Care Act of 2010, has had a tough beginning. The mix of
sick and healthy customers has been worse than expect-
ed, and premium rates on the individual insurance mar-
ket went up 25 percent this year. Other parts of the law,
like the expansion of Medicaid to enhance coverage for
the poor, and changes to allow young people to stay on
their parents’ health plans, have been popular. And the
defeat of the bill is a win for the hospitals that have ben-
efited from those increased Medicaid dollars.

But many counties across the country have only one
insurer, after Humana Inc, Aetna Inc and UnitedHealth
Group Inc pulled out after reporting hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars of losses. The insurers who are left,
Anthem Inc and other BlueCross BlueShield insurers
across the country, as well as smaller players like
Centene Corp and Molina Healthcare Inc need to
decide in the next few months where to sell insurance
and how much to charge. And that is where the mar-
ket’s slow burn takes off, with insurers leaving and pre-
miums rising. Jeff Jonas, a portfolio manager at Gabelli
Funds who focuses on health care, said that for for con-
sumers, 2018 looks uncertain, with a “death spiral” of
decreasing competition and increasing premium rates
ramping up. 

Looking to 2018 
After the failed Republican effort to push through

the bill, insurers are looking at changes to help 2018,
America’s Health Insurance Plans spokeswoman Kristine
Grow said. That includes the market’s cost-sharing sub-
sidies as well as other government payments for sicker-
than-usual customers and finalizing a rule the Trump
administration proposed that addresses issues insurers
say drives up costs.  The Trump administration could do
some of that itself if it wants to, such as using its regula-
tory authority to adjust the formula for how it compen-
sates insurers for the sickest people, Elizabeth
Carpenter at healthcare consultancy and research firm
Avalere Health said. 

But it is unknown if the administration will try to
work within the law’s existing framework or take
actions to undermine it and blame the Democrats for
its failure. “If they fail to act and they don’t act in an
appropriate way, that will further destabilize the mar-
ketplace,” Dr. Mario Molina, CEO of Molina Healthcare,
said. Molina’s enrollment ballooned to 1 million
exchange enrollees this year and the company is
weighing if it will submit plans for next year.

The administration could also decide to not enforce
the individual mandate, which requires that everyone
purchase health insurance or pay a fine. It already took
steps to erode that provision last month, when it backed
off implementing tougher oversight that was due to go
into effect for 2016 taxes. Experts said the individual
mandate still cost less than purchasing insurance, but as
it increases each year more young and healthy people
would have incentive to join the healthcare market,
helping to offset the cost of sicker patients. 

The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office esti-
mated that 14 million more people would be uninsured
under the Republican bill next year, with most of the
increase coming from the repeal of the penalty associ-
ated with the individual mandate. It’s unclear what the
Republicans will do. Trump said this bill had been
shelved but that Republicans would end up with a
“great” healthcare bill in the future, but for now that
they are moving onto tax reform. Until they do that,
they will have to work within the 2010 Affordable Care
Act. It can also undercut the healthcare law through
regulatory authority at the Department of Health and
Human Services.  — Reuters

D
onald Trump campaigned as an outsider - celebrat-
ing his lack of political experience by selling himself
as a dealmaker willing to buck Republican ortho-

doxy and his own party’s leadership. He alone would
reshape Washington. He’s tried governing the same way.
His actions are a blitz. He rarely consults old Washington
hands. And he hangs the threat of retribution over anyone
who challenges him. And now he and his party have been
dealt a stinging defeat on a signature campaign promise, a
defeat that further weakens a president whose approval
rating has hovered under 40 percent and humiliates
Republicans who have pledged for seven long years to
undo President Barack Obama’s health care law.

Trump’s haphazard approach on Friday to the health-
care bill - first demanding a House vote despite an uncer-
tain result, then suddenly suggesting he’d support a
future bipartisan solution - underscored Trump’s political
identity: He is an independent, seemingly uninterested in
leading a political party or unifying the federal govern-
ment. The failed vote - despite Republican control of the
White House and both houses of Congress - highlighted
severe cracks within the GOP that Trump’s presidency
won’t easily mend.

Trump now wants to turn to tax reform, an ambitious,
complicated plan at the center of his agenda, and he does
so wounded by the healthcare collapse as well as the
uncertain legal status of his travel ban and an ongoing fed-
eral investigation into possible contacts and coordination
between his campaign aides and Russian officials. 

The loss exposed a limit to Trump’s go-it-alone style,
one forged over decades in the business world and seem-
ingly proven effective by his improbable win. The novice
campaigner used the sheer force of his celebrity and per-
sonality to draw loyal supporters and frequently bend the
Republican Party to his whims. He defied the party leader-
ship repeatedly, skipped a debate, refused to sign a loyalty
pledge and turned the scathing power of his Twitter
account on fellow Republicans even after he clinched the
nomination and the party pined for unity.

Maverick
“This is who he is. He’s a dealmaker. He knows how to

do deals and there’s no deal here,” said Ed Cox, chairman of
New York state’s Republican party, who has known Trump
for decades, sometimes as friend, sometimes as foe. “He
always wants to move on to the next thing, even going it
alone.” But experts say that maverick style has hurt his abili-
ty to govern effectively.

“Donald Trump’s ‘Art of the Deal’ doesn’t work in
Washington. Politics is a profession and you have to know
how to collect votes,” said Douglas Brinkley, a presidential
historian at Rice University. “Trump is a salesperson and
he oversold what he can get done.” Brinkley said Trump’s
failure stood in stark contrast to the master negotiations
conducted by presidents Franklin D Roosevelt and
Lyndon Johnson, who enjoyed majorities in both houses
of Congress and achieved sweeping legislative accom-
plishments. 

Instead, Trump’s initial struggles were reminiscent of
the problems Jimmy Carter faced when he declared that
his fellow Democrats were “an albatross around my neck”
while facing intraparty rebellion. More than two dozen
members of the House Freedom Caucus oppose the
healthcare plan because they say it  doesn’t go far
enough to undo Obamacare.  Some moderate
Republicans, meanwhile, were turned off by a recent
Congressional Budget Office analysis predicting 24 mil-
l ion people would lose coverage in a decade.
Republicans seemed willing to risk Trump’s wrath, taking
comfort in the political safety their deep-red home dis-
tricts provide against his possible attacks.

Democrat 
Trump was once a Democrat. He favored abortion rights

most of his adult life, has shown little stomach for fighting
over social issues and espoused views on trade similar to
those of liberal Democratic presidential candidate Bernie
Sanders. He often doesn’t work in specifics, allowing sup-
porters to read in what they want, and he’s been frequently
mercurial, abruptly shifting stances - like when he aban-

doned his vow to send Hillary Clinton to prison - yet rarely
losing support of his loyal backers. That degree of unpre-
dictability gave some credibility to his ultimatum to force a
Friday vote or keep Obamacare in place, despite his years-
long crusade against it.

Trump’s commitment to the bill seemed wavering. He
said Friday “there were things in this bill that I didn’t partic-
ularly like” and, for the first time, suggested that he would
support a bipartisan healthcare measure. He also claimed
that “I’ve never said repeal and replace Obamacare within
64 days,” a surprising statement considering he vowed to
do so “on day one” nearly every night on the campaign
trail. “He’s left everything on the field when it comes to this
bill,” White House press secretary Sean Spicer said before
the vote was pulled. “He pulled out every stop, he has
called every member, he has tweeted every tweet, he has
done every single thing he can.”

Though Trump publicly abstained from blaming House
Speaker Paul Ryan, the White House suggested some fault
lay with members who opposed the measure, with Spicer
declaring “they would have go to back and answer to their
constituents.” That act of political defiance should seem
familiar to the occupant of the White House, according to
one longtime Trump ally. “The people who are defeating
this are the ones most like Trump - ones willing to break
from the pack,” said former House Speaker Newt Gingrich,
who also questioned the wisdom of setting a hard dead-
line to pass the legislation.

“If it was a negotiating tactic, it wasn’t a good one,”
said Gingrich, who suggested that relations between
Trump and Ryan, always strained, would get worse. “The
president feels burned. I suspect you’ll see him far more
engaged on matters like tax reform, which he is passion-
ate about. But it will be more complicated now.” The fail-
ure to get the health plan through the House, a task con-
sidered easier than in the Senate, may portend even
greater difficulty in passing complicated tax reform and
the rest of Trump’s ambitious agenda. “Doing big things is
hard,” said Ryan. — AP 

Outsider dealmaker faltering in White House

I
n the end, the Closer couldn’t close the
deal. For President Donald Trump, the
collapse on Friday of his first legislative

priority, a healthcare reform bill, was an
embarrassing loss of face after he and his
administration insisted up until the time of
the vote by the US House of
Representatives that there was enough
Republican support. It brings into question
the neophyte president’s ability to move
big-ticket legislation through Congress.
And for a celebrity businessman who
brands himself a deal-maker and fixer, it
casts doubt over his ability to deliver on his
bold “drain-the-swamp” promises to shake
up Washington.

The White House wants to advance,
among other things, tax reform and a mas-
sive infrastructure package this year, but
now it must address whether a change of
approach is needed and whether congres-
sional allies such as House Speaker Paul
Ryan can be counted on to deliver. “This is
the most consequential day of Trump’s
presidency and it’s not just a failure, it’s a
stunning failure,” Charlie Sykes, an influen-
tial Wisconsin Republican political com-
mentator and frequent Trump critic, said on
Twitter. 

Trump appeared to chalk up the loss in
part to his own inexperience after House
leaders pulled their bill to repeal and
replace Obamacare following defections by
both moderate and far-right Republican
members who were unmoved by Trump’s
ultimatum to vote for the plan or live with
the current system. “We learned a lot about
loyalty. We learned a lot about the vote-
getting process,” Trump said after the bill
was withdrawn, adding that he would
move forward with other priorities.

It was yet another setback for an admin-
istration barely two months in office that
has already seen its national security advis-
er resign, had its immigration restrictions
struck down in courts, and faces a barrage
of questions about the Trump campaign’s
ties to Russia. Trump’s hallmark salesman-
ship seemed to abandon him this week.
Although he furiously courted the hard-line
conservatives opposed to the reform bill,
they largely refused to yield, and in the
process he alienated moderates who initial-
ly supported the bill.

The president then switched tactics and
gave up trying to bring the conservative
opponents into the fold, instead delivering
an ultimatum that all Republicans needed
to back the bill. That did not work either.
Trump also failed to persuade the
American public that the bill  was an
improvement over the one it would have
repealed and replaced: The Affordable Care
Act - the signature domestic achievement
of former Democratic President Barack
Obama. Polls showed the replacement bill
to be deeply unpopular, and conservative
Republicans complained that their offices
were being deluged by calls from con-
stituents opposing it. 

“This demonstrates that campaigning
and legislating are two different things,”
said Jim Manley, once a top aide to for-
mer Democratic Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid. Representative Joe Barton of
Texas blamed the failure on Republicans
who control the White House, Senate
and the House still learning how to gov-
ern af ter  e ight  years  of  Obama.
“Sometimes you’re playing fantasy foot-
ball and sometimes you’re in the real
game,” Barton told Reuters.

Representative Mario Diaz-Balart of
Florida called it “a big blow” for the
Republican agenda. Trump’s efforts to
engage the bill ’s opponents at times
seemed to muddy the process further, as
he largely cut Ryan out of negotiations.
(Ryan didn’t seem to mind, calling Trump a
“great closer”.)  But even as Trump offered
concessions, conservatives did not budge
and moderates were angered. 

Stuart Diamond, a professor who teach-
es negotiation at the Wharton School at
the University of Pennsylvania,  said
Trump’s strong-arm tactics backfired.
“Threats don’t work in general,” he said.
“They cause damage to relationships. They
definitely don’t work in a situation with a
lot of different stakeholders, where the
power is distributed.”

Escaping a Looming Disaster 
After the bill was revised along Trump’s

specifications, the Congressional Budget
Office, which analyzes the financial impact
of proposed legislation, determined that
the bill would deprive 24 million Americans
of health insurance over the next decade
and slice about $150 billion off the budget
deficit. The CBO said the bill would not
affect the number of uninsured but it
would reduce the budget deficit signifi-
cantly less than the original bill, troubling
fiscal hawks. Even as Trump and the White
House pushed harder, opposition to the bill
among the rank and file rose.

Representative Bill Huizenga, a Michigan
Republican who is also a small-business
owner, said Trump was still getting used to
governing. “There are parallels between
government and business, but they are not
exactly the same.” The lesson from the

debacle, said John Feehery, a Republican
strategist who was an aide to former House
Speaker Dennis Hastert, is that the White
House needs to take a firmer hand in craft-
ing legislative strategy. On healthcare,
Trump largely deferred to Ryan’s office,
which drafted the bill in secret, sowing mis-
trust among conservatives. 

Congress now faces arguably an even
tougher legislative reform: overhauling the
tax code, which has not been done since
1986 and involves navigating a snake pit of
competing special interests. Like Trump’s
healthcare proposal, it could struggle
against public opinion, with Democrats
likely to cast it as a Republican giveaway to
the rich. There was also a feeling among
some Republicans that they had escaped a
looming disaster. Even if the bill had passed
the House, it faced a radical overhaul in the
Senate, meaning both chambers would
have been tied up battling over the bill for
weeks, perhaps months.

And if it became law and millions of vot-
ers lost health insurance, some Republicans
feared they could suffer at the polls.
Instead, those Republicans have to hope
voters will not punish them for failing to
deliver on a promise they had been making
since Obamacare was passed in 2010, and
that they will still believe this president
when he says he can strike a deal. 

“This is a promise the GOP made to vot-
ers. They need to get it right,” said Rachel
Bovard, a policy analyst at the conservative
Heritage Foundation, as she urged
Republicans to “start over”. It is unclear
when that could happen. “This bill is dead,”
said Representative Greg Walden of
Oregon, a member of the House leader-
ship team. — Reuters

For Trump, it was the lost art of the deal 



BARCELONA: La Liga champions Barcelona
will pay tribute to visionary midfielder
and coach Johan Cruyff by naming one
of their new stadiums after the late
Dutchman and his statue will also be
erected at the Nou Camp. The club are
planning to relocate their Mini Estadi,
the home of their B team and occasion-
al venue for their women’s team, to
their training ground and president
Josep Maria Bartomeu said the new
ground will be named the Estadi Johan
Cruyff. “Cruyff broke down barriers, he was
the man who made us lift our heads up and
see that nothing is impossible,” Bartomeu said at
a presentation on Saturday, a day after Cruyff’s first
death anniversary. “His death was a huge loss, not
just for everyone connected with Barcelona but
also for anyone who loves football.”  —Reuters
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LONDON: The governing body for women’s tennis (WTA)
is considering changing the rules to allow coaches to
instruct players from the stands, its chief executive Steve
Simon said. Under the existing rules, players are allowed
to take on-court coaching timeouts during WTA events,
but can be fined for attempting to communicate with
coaches while they are sitting in the stands. Coaches can
be ejected from court and players defaulted for persist-
ent violations of the rule. “The on-court coaching has
been positive. I want to look at it further,” Simon was
quoted as saying by the Times. “I don’t know where it will
go, but I am not understanding why we allow coaching
on court but not from the (players’) box.  There’s some
great personalities among the coaches that could be
good for our sport. “It’s something that I would actually
like to see expand.” Players on the WTA tour have been
allowed to take one coaching timeout per set since 2009,
but the rule does not apply at grand slams or on the
men’s tour. — Reuters

WTA boss keen to let coaches 
instruct players from stands

SOFIA: Bulgarian weightlifting coach Ivan
Abadjiev died yesterday aged 85, the national
weightlifting federation said, leaving behind a
huge legacy of success tainted by scandal.  As

a coach he revolutionised training methods
and his charges won 12 Olympic titles, 57 world
titles and 64 European crowns.  But positive

doping tests by Bulgarian lifters at the 1988
Seoul Olympics and Sydney 2000 left his

teams discredited and his achieve-
ments tarnished. Appointed national
coach in 1969 Abadjiev was credited
with creating the intense training
methods of ‘maximal effort’ heavy lift-
ing over long hours that toppled
Soviet supremacy in the sport and
established a dynasty of Bulgarians in
its place. —AFP

Bulgarian weightlifting 
coach Ivan Abadjiev dead

Barcelona to name one  
stadium after Cruyff

ATHLETICS
MOTOR RACING

MELBOURNE: Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton (C), teammate Mercedes’ Finnish driver Valtteri Bottas (L) and Ferrari’s German driver
Sebastian Vettel (R) pose together after the qualifying session at the Formula One Australian Grand Prix in Melbourne yesterday. — AFP

MELBOURNE: Triple world champion Lewis
Hamilton fought off late bids from Sebastian
Vettel and team-mate Valtteri Bottas to seize
pole position in the season-opening Australian
Grand Prix yesterday.

Hamilton in a Mercedes clocked a record lap
of one minute 22.188 seconds to claim his 62nd
career pole and his sixth in Australia into today’s
race in Melbourne. Ferrari’s Vettel made a valiant
late bid to snatch pole off Hamilton but finished
just 0.268secs down, although fractionally quick-
er than Bottas.

Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen took fourth ahead of
Red Bull’s Max Verstappen, while Red Bull’s
Daniel Ricciardo crashed out in the final Q3 ses-
sion. It was dominant Hamilton’s fourth succes-
sive pole in Melbourne and his fifth in his last six
Australian GPs. “It’s been a fantastic weekend so
far. I’m incredibly proud of my team,” Hamilton
said. “Valtteri did a great job and it’s great for us
as Mercedes. I t ’s going to be a tight race.
“Tomorrow is about putting all the work togeth-
er and making sure I come back stronger than
ever.” Hamilton, who finished runner-up by just
five points in last season’s titanic world champi-
onship battle with now-retired team-mate Nico
Rosberg, will  be chasing his third win in
Melbourne. Vettel gave promise of fighting for
Ferrari ’s first win in Melbourne since Kimi
Raikkonen’s victory in 2007, with his bold show-
ing. “I lost a bit in turn one and in turn nine I
tried a bit too much, but I don’t think it would
have been enough,” said Vettel, who claimed
Ferrari’s first front row since Singapore in 2015.

“I wasn’t entirely happy with my lap but I
don’t think pole was up for grabs. “Tomorrow we
can do something in the race. I’m looking for-
ward to it. People are fired up and we’re motivat-
ed.” Hamilton’s pole time was 1.7 seconds quick-
er than his qualifying time last year. “Third posi-
tion is not ideal,” Bottas said.

“In general I’m not happy for the result. But
I’m proud of what the team has done. “I only saw
a very small part of the preparation and it’s nice
to see the work has pulled off and we’re fighting
at the front.”

RICCIARDO CRASH 
Australia’s big hope Ricciardo crashed his Red

Bull at turn 14 looking to post a good time in Q3
and will start 10th off the grid.

Ricciardo damaged the rear of his RB13 car
and was heard over the team radio as saying:
“I’m alright... sorry guys.”

The final session of qualifying was suspended
while Ricciardo’s car was removed from the grav-
el alongside the track. “I’m physically OK, but
emotionally it’s tough. At least (the crash) didn’t
happen in Q1,” Ricciardo told reporters.

“I would have loved to be (in the) top five
rather than 10th.” Sergio Perez, Nico Hulkenberg,
Fernando Alonso, Esteban Ocon and Marcus
Ericsson all failed to make it through the top 10
shootout. “After the difficulties we encountered
in winter testing, we came to Melbourne with-
out a clear idea of where we stood,” Alonso said
of his troubled McLaren Honda.

“But we’ve more or less run through all the
sessions without trouble-which is better than
we’d expected. “Tomorrow we’ll start 13th-in the
middle of the pack-which is definitely not our
target. Finishing the race is going to be tough.”

Red Bull’s Max Verstappen had a lock-up into
turn six on ultrasoft tyres before he posted a
time to stay alive into Q2. McLaren’s Stoffel
Vandoorne had a fuel-flow issue which sent the

Belgian to the pits and knocked out in Q1.
Vandoorne was joined by Antonio Giovinazzi,

Kevin Magnussen, Lance Stroll and Jolyon
Palmer to be eliminated in the first session of
qualifying. Giovinazzi is making his F1 debut
after replacing Williams team-mate Pascal
Wehrlein, who has not sufficiently recovered
from a back injury sustained in a pre-season
crash.—AFP

Hamilton fights off Vettel 
to grab Aussie GP pole

DOHA: Maverick Vinales survived a high-
speed crash to maintain his iron-grip on
the Qatar MotoGP on Friday, finishing the
second day of practice comfortably the
fastest man on the track.  

The 22-year-old Spaniard, who had
already dominated under the Losail flood-
lights in Thursday ’s opening session,
clocked a best time of 1min 54.316sec on
his Yamaha to lead Suzuki’s Andrea
Iannone (0.532sec behind) and Honda’s
defending world champion Marc Marquez
(0.596).  Nine-time world champion
Valentino Rossi, the Yamaha teammate of
Vinales, struggled for a second day in suc-
cession, finishing 10th on the time charts at
1.098sec behind the flying Spaniard.

Former world champion Jorge Lorenzo,
who left Yamaha for Ducati at the end of
last season, suffered even more, ending in
12th place at 1.145sec off the blistering
pace set by Vinales.

Vinales, who moved from Suzuki in the
winter before going on to dominate all four
pre-season testing sessions, had escaped
unscathed from a crash earlier in the day.

The incident happened on Turn Four
after he had slipped by Rossi.  Sparks flew
from beneath his bike as it careered across
the track but Vinales was soon able to
resume his evening’s work on his back-up
machine.  “The crash was a big mistake on
my part. I was pushing and I was going

wide,” explained Vinales.
“I was at that point where you have to

decide-to go wide or try and make the cor-
ner. I tried to make the corner and I lost the
front. My mistake and I was angry with
myself because I shouldn’t make those mis-
takes.  “But I’m happy because we had
good pace today even though the condi-
tions weren’t as good as yesterday. It was
slippier, I don’t know why but we did 1:56s
consistently. 

“The bike is working well but we just
need to improve the grip a bit. Maybe it
was the conditions today after it rained and
it was a bit dusty, so let’s check tomorrow.
I’m happy overall but the crash was a big
mistake. I know when I concentrate 100
percent I  don’t make those mistakes.”
Rossi’s struggles earlier Friday led to 1993
world champion Kevin Schwantz suggest-
ing that the great Italian, now 38 years old,
may even retire at the end of the season
should he be outpaced and outshone by
Vinales in the championship.  “Do I think
he’ll retire at the end of the year if Maverick
hands him his ass weekend in, weekend
out? He possibly could,” Schwantz told
motorsport.com.  Sunday’s night-time race
in Qatar is the first of 17 rounds in the 2017
championship.

However, Rossi can at least boast
impressive form at the desert circuit, hav-
ing won there on four occasions. —AFP

Vinales survives crash to 
tighten Qatar stranglehold

KAMPALA: Kenya and their east African
middle and long-distance running rivals,
Ethiopia, will come face-to-face again at
the 42nd World Cross Country
Championships in the Ugandan capital
Kampala today.

The two countries who have dominated
the global event more than any other
nation, have strong teams at this year’s
event which is held at the picturesque
Kololo Independence Ground.

Kenya’s world champion , leads a strong
team in the 10km senior men’s race, but
many believe Ethiopia, led by national
champion, Getaneh Molla, should chal-
lenge. A total of 557 athletes from 59 coun-
tries will face a testing course which has
been fitted with a water jump and a hill to
challenge the runners endurance.  “The
quality of performances you will see tomor-
row absolutely and quintessentially exem-
plifies the fact that this is a truly global
sport,” Sebastian Coe, IAAF President, told
reporters. “There’s no greater heartland for
that talent and that passion than Africa for
these cross country championships. This is
a country, and this is a continent that takes
cross country very seriously.”

Despite finishing third at the Kenyan tri-
als last month, Kamworor-World Half
Marathon champion in Cardiff last year —
and Leonard Barsoton, who won the

Kenyan trials, are favourites in the senior
men’s race. Stern competition is expected
from Molla and Ethiopian team mates
Muktar Edris,  Abadi Hadis-a national
10,000m champion — Mohos Tuemay and
Ibrahim Jeilan.

Ugandan hopes rest on national cham-
pion Joshua Cheptegei, African cross coun-
try silver medalist Phillip Kipyeko and
Timothy Toroitich. “We have the experience
and the best athletes. We have trained well
and I have no doubt that we will triumph,”
Kenya’s Leonard Komon told Reuters at the
Kololo Independence Ground yesterday.

Olympic 1,500m champion, Faith
Kipyegon and three-time winner over the
same distance, Asbel Kiprop, will lead
Kenya in a new event-the mixed relay.

However, much is expected of USA led
by Kenyan-born Paul Chelimo and Ethiopia
led by Genzebe Dibaba.

Kenyan Agnes Tirop, women’s 8km sen-
ior defending champion, will lead a team
including African champion Alice Aprot
and Kipyegon in a race expected to be
dominated by Kenya and Ethiopia. World
Cross Country silver medalist Senbere
Teferi, who also won silver in 5,000m at the
World Championships in Beijing, Belaynesh
Oljira, Dera Dida and Sentayehu Lewetegn
will lead the Ethiopian challenge against
Kenya.—Reuters

Geoffrey Kamworor 

Kenya and Ethiopia renew 
World Cross Country rivalry 

MELBOURNE: Daniel Ricciardo was left apol-
ogising to the Red Bull garage after his hopes
of becoming the Australian Grand Prix’s first
home winner spun out during qualifying yes-
terday. The affable 27-year-old will start 10th
on the grid after he skidded at turn 14, ended
up in the gravel and hit a barrier before his
car was towed from the track. Mercedes’
Lewis Hamilton took pole ahead of Ferrari’s
second-placed Sebastian Vettel.

Australia has waited in vain for a local
champion but it would require a good dose
of luck and something truly special from
Ricciardo for the drought to end today.

“That was a tough one today. I don’t crash
into the barriers often and the last place I
want to do that is at home,” he said. “But I feel
I crashed for the right reason, as I was basical-
ly pushing and trying to find the limit and
these things happen.

“So let’s say I’m not disappointed by the
approach, it was just more of a frustrating
outcome, starting 10th instead of being
under the top five.

“I feel for the mechanics, because they’ve
had a long week and now they’ve got a long
night ahead of them.” Ricciardo’s teenage
team mate Max Verstappen qualified fifth but
was scarcely more pleased, with his fastest
lap more than a second slower than pole-sit-
ter Hamilton’s.

Neither of the Red Bull drivers were enam-
oured with the performance of their cars dur-
ing Friday practice and Verstappen com-
plained his was still far from optimal after
qualifying.

“It’s been a bit of a tough weekend in gen-
eral, I haven’t done as much running as I
would have liked,” he said. “The car is better
balanced now but it is clear to see we still
have to gain a bit. “It’s not just in power; we
built a car that is efficient on the straights but
it means we lose a bit of grip in cornering. “I
am not disappointed as I think this is about
where we expected to be at race one.

“Tomorrow it is important for me to have a
quick and clean start and let the guys in front
battle it out.” — Reuters

Ricciardo sorry as home 
title hopes spin out

MELBOURNE: Red Bull Racing driver Daniel Ricciardo of Australia, left, waves as he walks
down pit lane after crashing out of the qualifying session for the Australian Formula One
Grand Prix in Melbourne, yesterday. — AP
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Bangladesh
Tamim Iqbal c Gunathilaka b Kumara 127
Soumya Sarkar c Chandimal b Lakmal 10
Sabbir Rahman c Tharanga b Gunaratne 54
Mushfiqur Rahim c and b Sandakan 1
Shakib Al Hasan c Sandakan b Lakmal 72
Mosaddek Hossain not out 24
Mahmudullah Riyad not out 13
Extras: (10lb, 13w) 23
TOTAL: (for 5 wickets) 324

Overs: 50
Fall of wickets: 1-29, 2-119, 3-120, 4-264, 5-289.
Did not bat: Mashrafe Mortaza, Mehedi Hasan,
Taskin Ahmed, Mustafizur Rahman.
Bowling: Suranga Lakmal 8-0-45-2, Lahiru Kumara
8-0-74-1 (3w), Thisara Perera 8-0-63-0, Sachith
Pathirana 5-0-27-0 (6w), Lakshan Sandakan 8-0-
43-1 (3w), Asela Gunaratne 10-0-40-1 (1w),
Danushka Gunathilaka 3-0-22-0.

SCOREBOARD 
DAMBULLA, Sri Lanka: Scoreboard yesterday at the end of Bangladesh’s innings in the first one-day
international against Sri Lanka at Rangiri Dambulla Stadium.

CRICKET

CYCLING

HAMILTON:  South Afr ica  prepared
themselves to bat long, through rain dis-
rupt ions,  to  make the most  of  New
Zealand’s bungled use of the review sys-
tem on day one of  the thi rd  Test  in
Hamilton yesterday.

“We’ve got a long way to go to get a
good total,” Hashim Amla said after his 50
and an unbeaten 33 from Faf du Plessis
helped the Proteas recover from a disas-
trous start on a rain-disrupted day in

which only 41 overs were possible. 
From being five for two in the fourth

over, South Africa were 123 for four at
stumps while New Zealand had blown
their review opportunities. “There is so
much time left,” Amla said with South
Africa maintaining a win was still possible
despite rain forecast for the remaining
four days. “We want to bat as long as we
can in the first innings to get a really big
score on the board to set the game up.”

They have the advantage of knowing
New Zealand have no reviews left before
the 80th over which has already cost them
the chance to remove du Plessis.

Just 13 balls after using up their sec-
ond review they were powerless to react
when the umpires missed a faint edge
which should have seen du Plessis caught
behind for 16.  New Zealand quick Matt
Henry described the weather and faulty
reviewing as “frustrating” but said the

hosts were still satisfied with their day’s
work. “We did well to get them four down.
We didn’t get (the reviews) right. It can be
frustrating but we get another chance lat-
er on,” he said.

South Africa, starting the Test with an
unbeatable 1-0 series lead, were two
down in the fourth over after winning the
toss and electing to bat.

It would have been three for 28 if not
for the first New Zealand judgement error

of the day. They decided not to review a
rejected Neil Wagner lbw appeal against
JP Duminy on seven when the ball tracker
technology signalled a direct hit.

Duminy went on to make 20 in a 59-
run stand for the third wicket with Amla
before being removed just before lunch.

Amla went soon after the break for 50,
his 32nd half-century and was left 67 runs
shor t of becoming the four th South
African to total 8,000 career runs.—AFP

Proteas to make New Zealand pay for DRS bungles

DHARAMSALA: India’s captain Ajinkya Rahane (R) successfully appeals for the run out of Australia’s Steve O’Keefe (L) along with wicketkeeper
Wriddhiman Saha (C) during the fourth and last Test cricket match between India and Australia at The Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association
Stadium in Dharamsala yesterday. — AFP

DHARAMSALA: Wrist-spinner Kuldeep Yadav
said it was a dream come true to grab four wick-
ets on debut and spin India right back into the
game after Steve Smith hit his third ton of the
series yesterday. Kuldeep was informed on the
morning of the series-deciding match that he
would be handed his Test cap with skipper Virat
Kohli having failed to recover from his shoulder
injury. But the 22-year-old showed few signs of
nervousness, bewitching the Aussie batsmen
with his guile and unorthodox action to return
with figures of 4-68.  “I am very happy. It’s a
dream come true for me. In a Test match I could
not have asked for more than this,” Kuldeep said
after the first day’s play.  “The wicket was good
to bat on, the ball was not turning match. I tried
to bowl just wicket to wicket.

“Obviously I have worked a lot on my varia-
tions. The wrong’un, the flipper and the normal
chinaman.” The visitors squandered a promising
start to be bowled out for 300 just minutes
before the close of play after winning the toss
and electing to bat first. 

The Aussies owed their total to Smith who
smashed 14 fours in his fine 111-run knock to
become the first Australian skipper to hit three
centuries in a Test series in India. The 27-year-old
also became only the second visiting captain to
achieve the feat after England’s Alastair Cook.

The Aussie looked firmly in control, having
cruised to 131-1 at lunch but Kuldeep’s scintillat-
ing spell meant the tourists lost their remaining
wickets in the last two sessions.

At stumps, India had played out one over
without scoring any runs.  With the series tied 1-
1 going into the finale, the hosts must win the
match to regain the Border-Gavaskar trophy.

SMITH THE STAR 
“Credit to the Indians for bowling well, we

had to grind ourselves to get to 300,” said wick-
etkeeper-batsman Matthew Wade, who made
57.  “It was good to get some runs but it’s 1-1 in
the series and we need to play really well tomor-
row (Sunday).”

India’s ploy to keep Kuldeep (4-68) under
wraps and use him for the final Test paid rich div-
idends. The chinaman bowler picked his first
international wicket when he had David Warner
(56) caught by stand-in skipper Ajinkya Rahane
in the slips.  The bowler broke down as he
hugged his teammates to celebrate the occa-
sion.  Kuldeep struck again soon to send back
Peter Handscomb (eight) with a ball that turned
in sharply and hit the stumps.

Glenn Maxwell also lost his wicket to the
wrist-spinner, misreading a googly only to see
the ball clipping the off bail.

Smith had put on 134 runs for the second
wicket with Warner after Australia lost opener
Matt Renshaw in the second over of the day.  The
unassuming captain underlined his reputation
as the world number one Test batsman, reaching
his 20th century in the process and seventh hun-
dred in his last eight Tests against India.

The skipper raised his bat and helmet to
acknowledge the standing ovation from a grate-
ful Australian dressing room. Smith’s efforts
meant he remained on top of the batting chart
in the series with a whopping 482 runs from sev-
en innings. He finally lost his wicket to spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin, with Rahane taking
another catch in the slip region. Smith’s run in
the series has been in contrast to Kohli who
managed only 46 runs from three Tests. 

Before this game, Kohli played 54 Tests on the
trot without missing a match since November
2011. Ashwin took his tally to 79 in the 2016-17
season, the most by any bowler in one season,
surpassing South African Dale Steyn’s 78
scalps.—AFP

Kuldeep flips India’s 

fortunes after Smith ton

Australia 1st innings:
D. Warner c Rahane b K. Yadav 56
M. Renshaw b U. Yadav 1
S. Smith c Rahane b Ashwin 111
S. Marsh c Saha b U. Yadav 4
P. Handscomb b K. Yadav 8   
G. Maxwell b K. Yadav 8
M. Wade b Jadeja 57
P. Cummins c and b K. Yadav 21
S. O’Keefe run out 8

N. Lyon c Pujara b Kumar 13
J. Hazlewood not out 2       
Extras (b1, lb10) 11
Total (for all out, 88.3 overs) 300
Fall of wickets: 1-10 (Renshaw), 2-144 (Warner), 3-153
(Marsh), 4-168 (Handscomb), 5-178 (Maxwell), 6-208
(Smith), 7-245 (Cummins), 8-269 (O’Keefe), 
9-298 (Wade), 10-300 (Lyon).
Bowling: Kumar 12.3-2-41-1, U. Yadav 15-1-69-2, Ashwin
23-5-54-1, Jadeja 15-1-57-1, K. Yadav 23-3-68-4. 

SCOREBOARD 
DHARAMSALA, India: Scores after Australia’s first innings on the first day of the fourth and final Test against India in
Dharamsala yesterday.

DHARAMSALA: Steve Smith and his men
have compatriot Shane Warne to blame for
the trouble they endured against India’s
tricky left-arm wrist-spinner Kuldeep Yadav
on the opening day of the fourth and final
Test yesterday.

A left-field selection for the most impor-
tant match of the series currently level at 1-1,
Kuldeep made a memorable test debut claim-
ing 4-68 as Australia could not capitalise on a
strong start and were all out for 300 in their
first innings.

Smith and David Warner were past their
individual fifties and the century-plus part-
nership was looking ominous for India when
Kuldeep employed the trick he had learnt
from Warne to lead India’s second session
fightback. The 22-year-old sent down a deliv-
ery which pitched around the off-stump,
kicked off and kissed the shoulder of Warner’s
bat before reaching Ajinkya Rahane in the
slip. “My first wicket was not a Chinaman
delivery but a flipper which I learnt from him
(Warne),” a beaming Kuldeep told reporters at
the Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association
Stadium. “It’s obviously good to learn from
them and use against them,” quipped the
Uttar Pradesh spinner who met Australian
spin great Warne in Pune last month.

“Warne is my idol. I still watch his videos. It
was a dream to meet him and discuss my

bowling. I followed his advice. We’d meet
soon for another session.”

With regular skipper Virat Kohli missing
the match with a shoulder injury, the Rahane-
led team took a bold decision to go with five
bowlers. Kuldeep was told about his much-
awaited test debut early in the morning and
the spinner showed no nerves - though
looked emotional after getting his first test
wicket - in a brilliant display of wrist-spin
bowling. His craft was in full display as he out-
foxed Glenn Maxwell with a googly after
being hit for a four two balls previously.

“From childhood, I’ve been taught that a
true spinner would concede runs but will also
take wickets. That remains my theory,” he said.
Talking about his craft, Kuldeep said left-arm
wrist spin came naturally to him.

“I was not even aware that this is called
Chinaman bowling.  I was initially not happy
but then focused on getting better at it.
“Today, I was backing my skills and the varia-
tions I have.”

Matthew Wade, who made a fighting half-
century for Australia, was impressed with
Kuldeep’s bag of tricks. “He bowled a lot of
different deliveries,” the stumper-batsman
said. “He bowled a lot of leg-spinners with
scrambled seam, his wrong’un with the
scramble seam as well. It took a few balls to
get used to it,” Wade added. —Reuters

Debutant Kuldeep used Warne 

advice to torment Australia

DHARAMSALA: India’s Kuldeep Yadav (L) celebrates the wicket of Australia’s Peter
Handscomb (R) with teammate Murali Vijay during the fourth and last Test cricket match
between India and Australia at The Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association Stadium in
Dharamsala yesterday. — AFP

DAMBULLA: Opener Tamim Iqbal struck a
century as Bangladesh posted a record
324-5 in the first one-day international of a
three-match series against Sri Lanka in
Dambulla yesterday.

Tamim made 127 off 142 balls while
Shakib Al Hasan and Sabbir Rahman added
two more fifties, helping the visitors pass
their previous highest score of 265-9
against Sri Lanka. Tamim, who struck 15
fours and a six on his way to his eighth ODI
century, put on 144 runs with Shakib for
the fourth wicket, also Bangladesh’s best
ever partnership against Sri Lanka.

Shakib hit 72 off 71 balls and looked
heading towards a century before he swept
a Suranga Lakmal delivery wide outside
off-stump to be caught by Lakshan
Sandakan at short fine leg.

Tamim, who also reached a personal
milestone by becoming the first
Bangladeshi to complete 10,000 interna-
tional runs, led the batting charge through-

out the innings until he fell to Lahiru
Kumara in the 48th over.

Sent into bat first by Sri Lanka captain
Upul Tharanga, Bangladesh lost opener
Soumya Sarkar early when he edged
Lakmal to wicketkeeper Dinesh Chandimal
for 10. But Tamim and Sabbir, who made 54
off 56 balls, added 90 runs for the second
wicket to bring the innings back on track
on what looked like a flat batting pitch at
Rangiri International Stadium.

Tharanga took a brilliant reflex catch at
short cover to end Sabbir ’s aggressive
innings which contained 10 fours, includ-
ing three in one over off Thisara Perera.
Sandakan then took a catch off his own
bowling to remove Mushfiqur Rahim for
one but Shakib joined Tamim to continue
Bangladesh’s domination.

Bangladesh handed off-spinner Mehedi
Hasan his ODI debut while Sri Lanka includ-
ed Milinda Siriwardana. The preceding two-
Test series ended in a 1-1 draw. — AFP

Ton-up Tamim 

leads Bangladesh 

to record total

DAMBULLA: Bangladesh cricketer Mehedi Hasan (2ndL) celebrates with teammates
after he dismissed Sri Lankan cricketer Kusal Mendis (2ndR) during the first one day
international (ODI) cricket match between Sri Lanka and Bangladesh at The Rangiri
Dambulla International Cricket Stadium in Dambulla yesterday. — AFP

Wiggins vows to ‘shock few 

people’ over doping claims

LONDON: British cycling great Bradley
Wiggins has promised he will have a “lot to
say” and “shock a few people” when he
finally comments on allegations he may
have broken anti-doping rules.  The five-
times Olympic champion, who retired from
cycling last year, said yesterday that deal-
ing with the allegations, which he has
denied repeatedly, had been “horrible” and
“the worst thing to be accused of when
you’re a man of my integrity”.

The former Team Sky rider added he
would have “a lot to say” when UK Anti-
Doping finished its investigation into alle-
gations he was injected with triamcinolone,
a powerful corticosteroid, at the end of the
2011 Criterium du Dauphine race.

Triamcinolone is a banned substance
unless riders have a therapeutic use
exemption-an official note allowing them
to use otherwise prohibited drugs for the
treatment of a legitimate medical condi-
tion.  Wiggins retired in November last year,
some two months after his medical records
were revealed by the Russia-based Fancy

Bears computer hacking group.  These
showed that Wiggins was given permission
to take triamcinolone before three major
races in 2011, 2012 and 2013 but they did
not show if he had authorisation to take it
at the 2011 Criterium du Dauphine.  “It’s
been horrible, but fortunately there is an
investigation going on,” Wiggins told
Soccer Saturday, a programme broadcast
by satellite station Sky-the sponsors of his
former team.

“It’s the worst thing to be accused of
when you’re a man of my integrity, if you
like, what I believe anyway, and what I’ve
done to get where I am today.  “Fortunately
there’s an investigation and I obviously
can’t say too much because that will run its
course and then I’ll have my say. There’s a
lot to say and it’s going to shock a few peo-
ple.” Meanwhile the 36-year-old Wiggins
said he did not miss cycling “one bit”.  “I
haven’t been on my bike since November. I
don’t miss it one bit,” he explained. “It’s just
been nice to be home. It’s my son’s birthday
on the weekend, tomorrow, and I think it’s
the first birthday I’ve been here for 12 years
- he’s 12. “I missed the birth as well because
I am always racing this time of year, it’s full-
on at the moment. 

“So it’s just nice to be able to do things
like that, and have a pint of Guinness on his
birthday and take him out for Sunday
roast,” added Wiggins, who took part in The
Jump, celebrity ski-jumping television pro-
gramme earlier this year only for his time
on the show to be cut short when he frac-
tured his leg.  Team Sky, whose riders have
won four of the last five editions of the Tour
de France-road cycling’s most prestigious
race-have also been under severe scrutiny
from several inquiries regarding their anti-
doping procedures. —AFPBradley Wiggins
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KINGSTON UPON HULL: Nicol David
raised hopes of challenging for her first
World Series title in 15 months when a
relaxed and mobile performance carried
her into the semi-finals of the British
Open on Friday.

The record-breaking former world
number one from Malaysia achieved this
with a convincing 11-6, 11-6, 11-8 win
over the second-seeded Camille Serme,
who became the first Frenchwoman to
win the world’s oldest title two years
ago. David’s movement seemed as good
as ever at the age of 33, her driving was
accurate, and her volleying offered a
continual threat which denied her oppo-
nent time, except for a brief spell in the

third game. Then Serme erased a four-
point deficit and reached 8-8 only for
David to close the match out with four
well-constructed points and happily cel-
ebrate her first win over a world top
three player since December 2015.

“I have had time to reflect and I
appreciate still having the opportunity
to compete in a tournament like this,”
David said.  “I want to make the most of
it and enjoy it. My body feels as if it’s at a
top level.” David’s chances of making the
final look good, for she will play Sarah-
Jane Perry, the seventh-seeded
Englishwoman who came through in the
quarter which lost Nouran Gohar, last
year’s finalist, on the first day.

Perry downed Australia’s Donna
Urquhart 11-4, 7-11, 13-11, 6-11, 11-4. “I
am very pleased with my performance
and that will give me a lot of confidence,”
said David. “And tomorrow I will play
without pressure.” The other semi-final
will be between the top-seeded title-
holder, Nour El Sherbini, and Laura
Massaro, the 2013 champion from
England, who produced a clever tactical
performance to win in four games
against Raneem El Welily, the third-seed-
ed former world number one from Egypt.

Earlier another Egyptian, Mohamed
Elshorbagy made a remarkable double
recovery, reviving hopes of keeping both
the world number one ranking and the

British Open title when he came back
from a worrying deficit. The top-seeded
titleholder from Alexandria was within
two points of defeat against Ali Farag,
one of his fiercest compatriot rivals, at 5-
9 down in the fourth game of a con-
tentious encounter.

CONTENTIOUS ENCOUNTER 
But even though he suffered a cut

eye, a bout of rage, and a stern warning
from the referee, Elshorbagy struggled
his way to a 11-8, 9-11, 8-11, 12-10, 11-5
win. Farag, who had beaten Elshorbagy
in an another contentious encounter, in
front of the Giza pyramids six months
ago, again moved brilliantly, dropped

the ball in short with great accuracy, and
used his tactical subtlety to deny his for-
midable opponent chances to attack.

But the last two points kept receding
from him.  “At 5-9 I thought I was going
down and I looked at my mother,” said
Elshorbagy. “And when I saw her it was
like ‘don’t go down like this.’ And I just
fought.” His reward is a semi-final with
the fourth-seeded Nick Matthew, the 36-
year-old three-time former British Open
champion from England who appeared
in danger against the speedy Tarek
Momen, only for the eight-seeded
Egyptian to deteriorate into a rush of
errors and subside to a 11-9, 10-12, 11-6,
7-11, 11-6 defeat.—AFP

Evergreen David, bloodied Elshorbagy into semis

SQUASH

DETROIT: Tampa Bay Lightning left wing Ondrej Palat (18) celebrates his goal against the Detroit Red Wings in the third period of an NHL hock-
ey game Friday, in Detroit. — AP

PITTSBURGH: John Tavares and Anthony
Beauvillier scored in the shootout to lead the
New York Islanders over the Pittsburgh Penguins
4-3 in the NHL on Friday night. Beauvillier
opened the shootout with a goal, and Tavares
snapped a wrist shot past Marc-Andre Fleury in
the next round. Sidney Crosby scored in the
shootout for Pittsburgh, but Jaroslav Halak, mak-
ing his first start since Dec. 29, stopped Phil
Kessel and Nick Bonino. Anders Lee scored his
28th goal of the season, while Brock Nelson got
his 17th and Casey Cizikas his eighth for the
Islanders, who moved into the second wild-card
spot in the Eastern Conference. New York is tied
with Boston at 82 points, but the Islanders have a
game in hand on the Bruins. The Islanders have
18 wins in 31 games since Doug Weight was
named interim coach on Jan.  17, replacing Jack
Capuano. Halak, a former All-Star, made 37 saves.

LIGHTNING 2, RED WINGS 1, OT
Nikita Kucherov scored 3:28 into overtime to lift

Tampa Bay over Detroit. Situated on the edge of
the crease, Kucherov redirected a hard pass from
Brayden Point into the net. The Lightning are one
point behind the Boston Bruins and New York
Islanders for the final Eastern Conference wild card.

STARS 6, SHARKS 1
Adam Cracknell scored his first hat trick in

seven NHL seasons and Dallas handed San Jose
its fifth straight loss. Cracknell opened the scor-
ing in the first period, capped a three-goal flurry
in the second and beat goalie Aaron Dell on a
short-handed breakaway in the third for his
career-high 10th goal of the season. The Sharks
entered two points ahead of Anaheim and
Edmonton in the Pacific Division despite their
longest losing streak of the season. San Jose has
been outscored 16-5 during the stretch. Brett
Ritchie, Jamie Benn and John Klingberg also
scored for the Stars. Joe Thornton scored for San
Jose on the power play in the second period.
Dell had 23 saves. Dallas’ Kari Lehtonen made 20
saves four nights after shutting out San Jose.

Anaheim 3, Winnipeg 1
Andrew Cogliano scored late in the second

period and Jonathan Bernier made 17 saves as
Anaheim beat Winnipeg. Corey Perry and Jakob
Silvferberg also scored for Anaheim, which is
now tied with San Jose for the lead in the Pacific
Division with eight games remaining for both
teams. The Sharks lost 6-1 to Dallas, giving the
Ducks renewed hope of winning the division
title for the fifth season in a row. Bernier’s out-
standing play in relief of John Gibson has been a
big reason why the Ducks are in contention for
another division banner, improving to 7-0-1 in
his last eight games. They’ve won three straight
overall. Josh Morrissey scored a power-play goal
and Michael Hutchinson made 32 saves for the
Jets, who did not pick up a point in eight games
this season against Anaheim, San Jose and
Edmonton, the top three teams in the Pacific
Division.— AP

Tavares helps Islanders

get past Pens in shootout

Spain’s Fernandez targets 

Orser’s golden hat-trick

CLEARWATER: Get ‘em on, move ‘em over,
drive ‘em in. That old-school philosophy does-
n’t play in the major leagues anymore. Teams
rely more on the long ball than small ball. As a
result, the sacrifice bunt is a dying art.

There were only 1,025 sacrifices in the
majors last season, down from 1,667 in 2011.
The average of .21 sacrifices per game in 2016
was the lowest in baseball history, according
to Baseball Reference. The influence of saber-
metrics is a major reason why sac bunts are
down - batters just don’t try to get ‘em down
anymore. “A lot of managers don’t like to
waste outs and they consider a bunt a wasted
out,” said Philadelphia Phillies first base coach
Mickey Morandini, who had 61 sacrifices in an
11-year career.

Sabermetricians have argued for years that
teams have a better chance of scoring a run-
ner from first base with no outs than scoring a
runner from second base with one out. They
have data to prove it and more teams are
using detailed statistical analysis.

“I do think if you run some of the numbers,
big numbers like every game for 70 years,
there’s probably, you can say if you swing
away in bunt situations, whatever you would
call a bunt situation, your odds of scoring are
greater,” Rockies manager Bud Black said.

Fewer managers are inclined to let a non-
pitcher bunt unless it’s a one-run game or tie
game in the late innings. American League
teams bunt far less because they use a desig-

nated hitter. The Boston Red Sox had eight sac-
rifices last year. But they had seven players hit
double-digit home runs, including five with
more than 20. Manager John Farrell said in
spring training he wants players to consider
bunting for hits to counter defensive shifts.
Drag bunts aren’t sacrifices, so don’t expect the
Red Sox to give up many outs to move a run-
ner. Toronto Blue Jays center fielder Kevin Pillar
recently spent a day switching from a Triple-A
exhibition game to a Double-A contest on
adjacent fields, attempting to reach on bunt
singles in all seven at-bats. He went 0 for 7.

“It’s something that I want to have as a tool,
something in my back pocket,” Pillar said.
There’s another reason why sacrifice bunts are
down. It comes down to practice and execu-
tion. “Guys don’t want to work at it and they
can’t bunt,” Phillies bench coach Larry Bowa
said.  “They don’t know how to bunt. To me, if
you practice bunting, it’s the easiest thing in
the world. If you don’t practice, it’s the hardest
thing in the world.”

Technique is a problem. Some players still
square around in the batter ’s box when
they’re trying to bunt. That decreases their
ability to put it down successfully, according
to Bowa and Morandini. Both former major
leaguers explained the proper way to bunt is
to pivot in the batter’s box.  When a batter
spins his feet while staying in place, he main-
tains better bat control and can get out of the
way of an errant pitch.—AP

BASEBALL

Sacrifice bunts are a 

dying art in baseball

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Chicago 48 20 6 225 185 102
Minnesota 44 23 6 236 183 94
St. Louis 40 28 5 205 196 85
Nashville 37 25 11 215 203 85
Winnipeg 33 35 7 223 240 73
Dallas 30 33 11 204 237 71
Colorado 20 50 3 144 245 43

Pacific Division
San Jose 42 25 7 199 175 91
Anaheim 40 23 11 193 182 91
Edmonton 40 25 9 219 194 89
Calgary 41 29 4 204 200 86
Los Angeles 35 31 7 180 183 77
Vancouver 29 35 9 167 215 67
Arizona 27 38 9 179 236 63

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 41 24 9 201 186 91

Ottawa 41 24 8 193 188 90
Toronto 35 23 15 225 214 85
Boston 38 30 6 212 201 82
Tampa Bay 36 29 9 205 206 81
Florida 32 30 11 186 209 75
Buffalo 30 32 12 183 214 72
Detroit 29 32 12 181 215 70

Metropolitan Division
Washington 48 17 8 234 162 104
Pittsburgh 46 17 11 256 205 103
Columbus 47 19 7 231 171 101
NY Rangers 45 25 4 235 195 94
NY Islanders 35 26 12 217 223 82
Carolina 32 27 13 190 207 77
Philadelphia 34 31 8 191 217 76
New Jersey 27 34 12 169 215 66
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the
standings and are not included in the loss column (L) 

NHL results/standings
Anaheim 3, Winnipeg 1; Dallas 6, San Jose 1; Tampa Bay 2, Detroit 1 (OT); NY Islanders 4, Pittsburgh 3 (SO).

LONDON: As far as Spain’s Javier
Fernandez is concerned, his coach Brian
Orser is more than just a mentor with the
Midas touch. Since Orser jumped for joy
when his baby-faced Japanese charge
Yuzuru Hanyu struck gold at the 2014 Sochi
Olympics, the Canadian has turned into a

figure skating juggernaut.
Thanks to Hanyu and Fernandez, Orser’s

coaching credentials are soaring higher
than any quadruple jump either of his star
pupils can pull off. And the 55-year-old will
be out to preserve the 100 percent success
rate he has enjoyed at the world champi-
onships in the current Olympic cycle in
Helsinki next week. 

“To me he’s the best coach in the world.
He’s proved himself with all the skaters he
has taken to the top,” double world champi-
on Fernandez told Reuters in a telephone
interview from Toronto.

“The best thing about him is the energy

he brings to the people around him. Even
when we are tired, he always manages to
lift us. He creates a really good environ-
ment around us every day.” That source of
boundless energy has served Orser, and his
pupils, well over the years. He missed out
on the ultimate Olympic prize himself,
coming off second best to Scott Hamilton
at the 1984 Sarajevo Games and again
when losing the ‘Battle of the Brians’ in
1988 when he was pipped by another
American, Brian Boitano, in Calgary.

RIP-ROARING SUCCESS
As a coach, however, the 1987 world

champion has enjoyed rip-roaring success
with South Korea’s Kim Yuna at the 2010
Olympics followed by Hanyu four years lat-
er. Hanyu’s unexpected triumph in Sochi
saw Orser embark on a golden trail with his
celebrated students having also won every
men’s world title since. Hanyu’s skate to the
top of the podium in 2014 was followed by
Fernandez in 2015 and 2016.

In fact Orser’s two proteges have been
untouchable at the world championships
for the last two years, when the rest of the
men’s field were left chasing the bronze.

With the 2018 Winter Games less than
11 months away, Fernandez would like
nothing better than to make it a golden
hat-trick for Orser in Pyeongchang.

“It will be amazing if I can give him the
hat-trick and I am going to try my hardest
and my best to give him that,” said the 25-
year-old Fernandez, who also owns five
European championship golds.

“I hope I can get it. It will be amazing for
Brian to have three skaters to have won the
Olympics.” For Fernandez, however, glory
for Orser is not the only milestone at stake.
Hailing from a country bursting with sport-
ing success, Fernandez would likely run out
of puff if he was asked to reel off the num-
ber of soccer, tennis, motor racing and
cycling titles Spanish athletes have won
over the years.—Reuters

Javier Fernandez

LOS ANGELES: World number one Dustin
Johnson and five-time major winner Phil
Mickelson advanced to the knockout
rounds of the World Golf Championships
Match Play Championship with impressive
triumphs Friday.

Johnson, the reigning US Open champi-
on, won six of the first seven holes and
completed an unbeaten run through the
group stage by downing fellow American
Jimmy Walker 5 and 3 at Austin Country
Club. Johnson had two birdies and an eagle
on his way to leading 6-up after seven
holes and even a birdie-eagle run by
Walker to win 11 and 12 only delayed the
end, which came when Johnson parred 15
to close out the triumph.

“I like match play. It’s fun and it’s exciting
to watch,” Johnson said. “I feel like I’ve got a
little bit of an advantage just because I’m
playing really well.”

In yesterday’s round of 16, Johnson
faces compatriot Zach Johnson, who
edged American Brendan Steele 1 up in the
day’s final match to advance.

Steele, who only needed to halve to go
through, birdied the par-5 16th and par-3
17th to square his match but Johnson
pitched his third shot three feet from the
cup and parred at 18 while Steele missed a
12-footer for par to fall.

Mickelson finished group play unbeaten
after a 6-and-5 rout of fellow American J.B.
Holmes. It’s the first time since 2004 that
the 46-year-old US left-hander Mickelson
advanced past the third round of the event.

Mickelson dominated from the outset,
opening with back-to-back birdies before
going 3-up after three holes. He won the
eighth with a birdie before taking the 10th
and 11th and then closing out the win with
a halve at 13.

“To win the first three matches is a great
start,” said Mickelson. “This weekend will be
difficult. I’m looking forward to it. I haven’t
been to the weekend in match play in a
long time.”

UNBEATEN CASEY SEEKS THIRD FINAL 
England’s Paul Casey downed South

Africa’s Charl Schwartzel 4 and 3 in the only
matchup of 2-0 players while Jon Rahm
downed fellow Spaniard Sergio Garcia 6
and 4. “I didn’t take the chances I had,”
Garcia said. “I made a couple stupid mis-
takes and got too far behind and Jon is not
the kind of player that is going to give away
holes.” Schwartzel birdied the first hole to
seize the lead over Casey, but the
Englishman squared the match with a par
at the fourth and never trailed again.

“We’re only three victories from getting
into a final. I’ve been there a couple of
times before. I would dearly love to win this
thing,” said Casey, who lost the 2009 final to
Aussie Geoff Ogilvy and the 2010 final to
England’s Ian Poulter.

In the round of 16, Mickelson will face
Australia’s Marc Leishman while Casey
meets Japan’s Hideto Tanihara and Rahm
plays American Charles Howell, who sur-
vived a three-man playoff to advance.

Several sudden-death playoffs were
needed to decide who advanced after
deadlocks in group play.

American Kevin Na birdied the first play-
off hole to down England’s Matthew
Fitzpatrick and book a last-16 date with
compatriot Bill Haas, who birdied the sixth
playoff hole to defeat South Korea’s K.T.
Kim. Leishman, last week’s Arnold Palmer
Invitational winner, birdied the second
playoff hole to advance over England’s Lee
Westwood and American Pat Perez.—AFP

Mickelson, Johnson reach 

last 16 at WGC Match Play

AUSTIN: Phil Mickelson tees off on the
3rd hole of his match during round four
of the World Golf Championships-Dell
Technologies Match Play at the Austin
Countr y Club yesterday in  Austin,
Texas. —AFP
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MIAMI: Russia’s Elena Vesnina, last
week’s winner at Indian Wells, crashed
out of the WTA Miami Open in the sec-
ond round on Friday at the hands of
Croatian qualifier Ajla Tomljanovic.  But
top seed Angelique Kerber of Germany
advanced with a 7-6 (7/3), 6-2 win over
China’s Duan Ying-Ying despite having
to wait over six hours to play due to a
schedule back-up caused by rain delays.

Vesnina, seeded 13th, faced the rain
delays and wind during her closely

fought contest but ended up losing 3-6,
6-4, 7-5 to 594th-ranked Tomljanovic,
who will face Czech Lucie Safarova in
the third round.  Kerber’s game was
scheduled for late afternoon on center
court but the world number one had to
wait until around 11:30 p.m. for a match
moved to one of the outside courts.

“It was tough because it was really
windy, the conditions are really tough
when you play so late, I was really try-
ing to stay positive and not think too

much of the conditions,” Kerber told
AFP, adding that she was unhappy with
the decision to move her off center
court.

“I don’t think it was fair but what can
I do? It was not my decision but I think
it is not really fair to me,” she said.

While Kerber was bumped off the
main stadium, a men’s contest between
ninth-seeded Bulgarian Grigor Dimitrov
and lowly ranked Argentine Guido Pella
took place on the prime court before

local favorite Venus Williams followed.
Williams had little trouble defeating
Brazilian wildcard Beatriz Haddad Maia
6-4 6-3.

Williams, whose sister Serena is miss-
ing the tournament through injury, will
face Romanian Patricia Maria Tig in the
next round.  American qualifier Taylor
Townsend upset I tal ian 25th seed
Roberta Vinci 6-3, 6-2.

The 20-year-old left-hander’s victory
over the 2015 US Open runner-up was

among her top career triumphs and
sets up a meeting with seventh seed
Svetlana Kuznetsova of Russia, who
downed Mandy Minella of Luxembourg
6-2, 6-2.  “I played really well and I am
happy with that result,” Townsend said
of her victory over Vinci. “I’ve had some
tough matches here. I think I was a lot
more solid than I have been in the last
couple of days. “All  the things that
didn’t really work... it came together
today.”— AFP

Indian Wells champ Vesnina crashes out in Miami

KEY BISCAYNE: Rafael Nadal of Spain celebrates his win over Dudi Sela of Israel during the Miami Open at the Crandon Park Tennis Center on
Friday in Key Biscayne, Florida. —AFP

Nadal sweeps past Sela in 
Miami, Dimitrov toppled

MIAMI: Rafael Nadal cruised past Israeli Dudi
Sela in the second round of the Miami Open on
Friday while Kei Nishikori and Milos Raonic also
enjoyed comfortable victories as the top seeds
got underway.  But there was an upset for ninth-
seeded Bulgarian Grigor Dimitrov, who was beat-
en by 158th ranked Argentine Guido Pella, and
for France’s 11th seeded Lucas Pouille who was
defeated by American Donald Young, ranked
51st in the world. With plenty of backing from
the South Florida crowd, Nadal never looked in
trouble against the 83rd ranked Sela as he ran
out 6-3, 6-4 winner in one hour and 20 minutes.

Rain delays earlier in the day pushed back
Nadal’s appearance on court and gusty condi-
tions also made it tricky for the former world
number one.  “It has been very tough and long
day for everyone I think. Rain delay a couple of
times and then the wind was very, very high,” he
said. “So it was difficult to find the right feelings
but on these kind of days what you have to do is
try to win. That’s what I did, and I am very happy
with that.” The Spaniard is looking to win his first
Miami title after losing in the final four times in
his career. “I was close enough four times in my
career. I am going to try to give myself more
chances during this year and during the next
couple years. But this tournament is a tough
tournament and anything can happen,” he
added.  Japanese second seed Nishikori beat
big-serving South African Kevin Anderson 6-4, 6-
3 on center court and will  face Fernando
Verdasco of Spain.

NISHIKORI EYES BREAKTHROUGH 
Nishikori, beaten by Novak Djokovic in last

year’s Miami final, didn’t face a break point in the
contest and won 88 per cent of his first-serve
points.  The 27-year-old said he was looking to
make a breakthrough in one of the slams this
year and believes a win in Miami could give him
the boost in belief that he needs.

“I think if I can win big tournaments like this or
some Masters, that’s going to give me a lot of
confidence for sure. That’s my next goal, to win
the big tournaments,” he said.

“But I think I’m on the right track. I think last
year was very solid year.  I fought through the
whole year without too much injury ... I learned
many things from last year,” Nishikori added.

Canada’s Raonic was returning from almost a
month on the sidelines due to a right leg injury
and enjoyed a 6-3, 7-5 victory over Serbia’s Viktor
Troicki.  The Canadian was in charge of the open-
ing set and at 3-1 up in the second, it looked all
over but Troicki forced things back to level at 5-5
before Raonic got the crucial break.

Intermittent rain and high winds made it
tough at times for both players but Raonic said
he was glad to get back on court.  “Conditions
obviously weren’t ideal but I have to be very hap-
py with just the outcome,” he said adding he was
still not in the best shape physically.  “But I’ve put
in the work that I can, I have prepared the best I
can for this tournament and while I’m not neces-
sarily in the best position right now, fortunately it
is a long tournament,” he said.

Dimitrov made 38 unforced errors in his loss
to Pella, who showed some great flair from the
baseline. Although the Argentine wobbled with
a double fault on his first match point up 6-3 in
the second-set tie-break, Dimitrov’s backhand
on the next point was wide and handed the 26-
year-old the win. Young continued his excellent
form with a 6-2, 6-4 win over Pouille. The
American, who reached the round of 16 at
Indian Wells, where he also beat the Frenchman,
is now  12-5 in 2017. He’ll  play another
Frenchman, Benoit Paire, who beat 21st seed
Pablo Cuevas, in the next round. —AFP

CANBERRA: The Otago Highlanders stayed
patient against a fired-up ACT Brumbies side
before scoring a late try and staving off a fero-
cious assault on their line to eke out an 18-13
Super Rugby win in Canberra on Saturday.
Trailing for most of a match that made up for a
lack of quality with plenty of commitment,
replacement Highlanders prop Aki Seiuli bar-
relled over under the posts in the 73rd minute
for a converted try that proved to be the differ-
ence. The Brumbies then set about utilising their
favourite attacking ploy, the driving maul off a
lineout, in a frantic finale but the visitors held
firm on three occasions to either draw a penalty
or force a turnover to keep their lead intact.

SUNWOLVES 31 STORMERS 44
The Stormers made an astute tactical

change midway through the first half to rally
from a 14-point deficit and maintain their
unbeaten start to the season with a 44-31 vic-
tory over the winless Sunwolves in Singapore
yesterday. The Sunwolves ran in four tries with
some exhilarating expansive rugby but the
Cape Town-based side countered with a pick-
and-go approach to utilise their forward
strength and went ahead for good on the hour
when Dewaldt Duvenage touched down. EW
Viljoen, Rynhardt Elstadt, Wilco Louw,
Mbongeni Mbonambi and Bjorn Basson also
scored tries for the Stormers, while Robert du
Preez kicked two penalties and four conver-
sions in the fourth straight win of the season
for the visitors. Derek Carpenter scored twice
for the Japan-based Sunwolves, with addition-
al tries coming from Shota Emi and Liaki Moli.
Jumpei Ogura kicked four conversions and
one penalty as his side lost for the fifth consec-
utive time.

BLUES 38 BULLS 14
The Auckland Blues put on a clinical second-

half display to run away with a 38-14 victory

over the Bulls, the home side running in five
tries after the break to turn a tight contest into
a rout. The Bulls did well to keep the score
down to 7-7 at halftime but Matt Duffie
touched down twice early after the break,
before replacements Ihaiha West and Matt
Moulds added tries, and Melani Nanai rounded
off a sweeping move to blow away the visitors.
The bonus-point victory ended a run of three
losses in a row for the Blues, while the Pretoria-
based Bulls, who managed a late consolation
try through Rudy Paige after the final hooter,
slumped to their fourth loss in five matches. 

REBELS 25 WARATAHS 32
Centre David Horwitz weaved through the

Rebels defence for a dramatic winning try in
the final seconds as the Waratahs overturned a
19-point deficit in the second half to snap a
three-game losing streak.  Two tries, two
penalties and two conversions from centre
Reece Hodge and another five-pointer from
winger Tom English had given the home side a
25-6 lead at the break. Flanker Ned Hanigan,
winger Reece Robinson and replacement
loose forward Michael Wells all crossed for the
2014 champions in the second half to bring
the scores level with two minutes remaining
and set up a thrilling finish.

CRUSADERS 45 FORCE 17
Scott Barrett underlined his versatility that

should make All Blacks coach Steve Hansen take
notice as he produced a tireless effort at blindside
flanker in the Crusaders’ win over the Force in
Christchurch. Digby Ioane, Matt Todd, Luke
Romano, Codie Taylor, David Havili and Ben
Funnell also crossed for the home side with fly-
half Mitch Hunt slotting four conversions, while
replacement Marty McKenzie added another.
Wingers Alex Newsome and Chance Peni crossed
for the Force with flyhalf Jonno Lance converting
both tries and adding a penalty. —Reuters

Highlanders rally to eke 
out win over Brumbies

Booker makes history with 
70 pts in loss to Celtics

BOSTON: The Phoenix Suns’ Devin Booker
scored 70 points, becoming the sixth differ-
ent player in NBA history to reach that
total, but the Boston Celtics got 34 points
from Isaiah Thomas and outlasted the visi-
tors 130-120 on Friday night. Booker joined
Wilt Chamberlain, Kobe Bryant, David
Thompson, David Robinson and Elgin
Baylor as the NBA’s 70-point scorers. Baylor
also held the previous record against the
Celtics with 64 points in Minneapolis for
the Lakers on Nov. 8, 1959. The win was
Boston’s third straight, and avenged its
buzzer-beater loss in Phoenix earlier this
month. The rematch was dominated early
by the Celtics as they hit eight 3-pointers
during a 37-point second quarter to grow
their lead as high as 26 points.

CAVALIERS 112, HORNETS 105
LeBron James had 32 points, 11 assists

and nine rebounds, and Cleveland
bounced back from its worst defensive out-
ing of the season with a win over Charlotte.
Kyrie Irving added 26 points and Kevin
Love had 15 points and 12 rebounds as the
Cavaliers snapped Charlotte’s three-game
winning streak and clinched the Central
Division. Charlotte was led by Kemba
Walker, who had 28 points on five 3-point-
ers. Cody Zeller added 15 points and 11
rebounds.

ROCKETS 117, PELICANS 107
James Harden scored 38 points, includ-

ing eight down the stretch, and tied a
career high with 17 assists to help Houston
pull away from New Orleans. The Pelicans
had scored seven points in a row, capped
by a 3-pointer from DeMarcus Cousins, to
cut the lead to two with about two minutes
left. Harden scored Houston’s first points in
almost 2 1/2 minutes after that on a driving
layup to extend the lead. And after a buck-
et by Cousins on the other end, Harden
made three free throws to leave the
Rockets up 110-105 with about 90 seconds
left. A 3-pointer by Harden soon after that
put it out of reach, and gave the MVP can-
didate a standing ovation from the home
crowd. Anthony Davis had 33 points and 16
rebounds and Cousins added 29 points for
the Pelicans, whose three-game winning
streak was snapped.

BUCKS 100, HAWKS 97
Greek star Giannis Antetokounmpo

picked up his second straight double-dou-
ble with 34 points and 13 rebounds as
Milwaukee held on to beat Atlanta. The
Bucks, who have won 11 of 13 games,
moved into a tie with Atlanta for fifth
place in the Eastern Conference. The
Hawks have lost six straight. Atlanta had
one last chance to t ie before Ersan
Ilyasova missed a contested 3 from the
right wing with 0.2 seconds left with fans
at the Bradley Center screaming “Fear the
Deer!” Bucks fans are hoping their team
can return to the playoffs after missing the
postseason last year. Dennis Schroder had
28 points for the Hawks.

WARRIORS 114, KINGS 100
Stephen Curry had 27 points, seven

rebounds and a season-high 12 assists to
help Golden State beat Sacramento.
Draymond Green added a season-best 23
points with eight assists, while Ian Clark
scored 10 points to help the Warriors
improve to an NBA-best 58-14. Golden
State has won six straight since its season-
high three-game losing streak. Both teams
struggled offensively most of the game
until the Warriors hit stride and pulled
away in the second half. Curry and Klay
Thompson were a combined 12 of 32 from
the floor. Curry missed six of his first eight
shots beyond the arc before making three
in the final period. Buddy Hield scored a
career-high 22 points with eight rebounds
and seven assists, while Ty Lawson scored
20 for Sacramento. The Kings have lost
four straight.

WIZARDS 129, NETS 108
John Wall scored 22 points despite deal-

ing with migraine headache symptoms ear-
lier in the day, Bradley Beal added 19 points
and Washington cruised past Brooklyn to
clinch a playoff spot. Brandon Jennings had
18 points, one of three bench players to
score in double-figures as the third-place
Wizards moved a game ahead of idle
Toronto in the Eastern Conference. Wall and
Jennings each had nine assists as
Washington won its second straight before
embarking on a five-game road trip. Justin
Hamilton scored 20 points off the bench to
lead the Nets a day after Brooklyn beat
Phoenix 126-98 for its second-largest win
of the season.

NUGGETS 125, PACERS 117
Nikola Jokic had 31 points, 17 rebounds

and a big 3-pointer to turn back a late
Indiana rally as Denver beat the Pacers.
Wilson Chandler scored 12 of his 24 points
in the opening quarter, and Danilo Gallinari
added 21 points and 11 rebounds for the
Nuggets. Jokic had 21 points and 12
rebounds by halftime, helping Denver
open an 11-point lead, but Indiana staged
a furious rally in the final minutes to trim a
23-point deficit to five before Jokic’s 3-
pointer with 1:28 remaining. All-Star for-
ward Paul George scored 27 points for
Indiana, while Jeff Teague had 21 and
Myles Turner added 20. Denver made 40-
of-43 free throws compared to Indiana’s
eight of 11.

MAGIC 115, PISTONS 87
Elfrid Payton had 14 points, 11 rebounds

and 10 assists in his fourth triple-double of
the season while Terrence Ross scored 18
points as Orlando routed slumping Detroit.
It was another costly defeat for the Pistons,
who entered the night just one game out
of eighth place in the Eastern Conference
and lost for the third straight time and the
sixth in their last seven games. All five
Magic starters were in double figures to
back Payton’s seventh career triple-double.
Nikola Vucevic and Aaron Gordon each
scored 16 points and Evan Fournier had 15
in one of Orlando’s most complete per-
formances of the season. Ross, who played
with four fouls much of the second half,
was 5 for 6 from 3-point range in a game
Orlando led by as many as 33 points in the
second half.

76ERS 117, BULLS 107
Rookies Dario Saric and Shawn Long had

career highs in scoring, leading Philadelphia
over desperate Chicago. Saric scored 32
points, extending his double-digit points
streak to 22 games, the longest by a rookie
this season. He added 10 rebounds. Shawn
Long, playing in his ninth career game, had
18 points and seven rebounds. The 76ers
were playing without injured post players
Jahlil Okafor and Joel Embiid, two of their
recent high draft picks. Embiid had knee
surgery on Friday and is out for the season,
while Okafor (knee soreness) is question-
able for Sunday at Indiana. The Bulls
remained even with Detroit, which lost at
Orlando, for ninth place in the Eastern
Conference. Jimmy Butler led the Bulls with
36 points, 11 assists and seven rebounds.

LAKERS 130, TIMBERWOLVES 119, OT
Jordan Clarkson had career highs of 35

points and eight 3-pointers as Los Angeles
rallied to beat Minnesota to snap a six-
game skid. Julius Randle added 23 points
and 12 rebounds for the Lakers,  who
earned just their second victory since the
All-Star break. They had lost 15 of 16 com-
ing into the matchup of last-place teams in
their respective divisions. Andrew Wiggins
scored 36 points before fouling out with
1:17 left in OT and Karl-Anthony Towns
added 25 points and 13 rebounds for
Minnesota, which dropped its fifth in a
row. The Wolves blew a 15-point lead in
the third. —AP

BOSTON: Phoenix Suns guard Devin Booker (1) shoots against the Boston Celtics
during the first quarter of an NBA basketball game, Friday, in Boston. Booker scored
70 points, but the Celtics won 130-120. Booker is just the sixth player in NBA history
to score 70 or more points in a game. —AP

RUGBY

SINGAPORE: Japan’s Williem Britz of the Sunwolves, right, is tackled by South Africa’s
Siyamthanda Kolisi of the Stormers during their Super Rugby match yesterday, in
Singapore. — AP
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GUANGZHOU: World Cup-winning
manager Luiz Felipe Scolari has denied
reports in his native Brazil that he will
retire from coaching at the end of the
current Chinese Super League season.

Scolari, who signed a new contract
with Guangzhou Evergrande at the end
of last year, called the reports “fake
news” and said he hoped to remain in
China beyond his existing deal.

“It is completely untrue,” he told
Chinese media. “I don’t know what the
intention was behind this fake news. I
have to repeat that my contract with

Evergrande is due until the end of this
year and I have the option of a one-year
extension.

“I love my job in Guangzhou, and I
love my players. My family in Brazil don’t
need me to quit my work here to take
care of them at home. 

“It is normal that I take some holidays
back in Brazil, and I haven’t seen my wife
for four or five months. I went back and
brought them to Guangzhou, that’s it. I
believe I will spend more time here.”

Scolari took over as head coach at
Guangzhou Evergrande in June 2015

and has since led the club to the Asian
Champions League title and two
Chinese Super League crowns.

He has followed in the footsteps of
fellow World Cup winner Marcello Lippi
in leading the club to domestic and con-
tinental success.

Scolari praised the Italian’s impact on
the China national team after Lippi guid-
ed them to victory over South Korea in
World Cup qualifying on Thursday
evening. “I always tell my players to be at
their best for the national team,” said
Scolari, who saw five of his players start

for China in the 1-0 win. 
“Lippi is my good friend. We’ve chat-

ted a few times. I’m happy to see what
he has done to the national team. I
watched the whole 90 minutes and I like
the way it went.”

The Brazilian also praised Paulinho,
who scored a hat trick in Brazil’s 4-1 win
in Uruguay in World Cup qualifying. The
midfielder forced his way back into the
national team after impressing for
Guangzhou during the season.

“There are two reasons why I’m hap-
py tonight,” said Scolari.  “One is that

China won the match against South
Korea and the other is that Paulinho
scored a hat-trick for the Brazil national
team. “Paulinho was not in the national
team list, but he fought his way back.
That is why I am very proud of the
Chinese Super League. You see Paulinho,
Renato Augusto and Gil have all gone
back to the national team. “So it is wrong
to say that the CSL is for players who
have come to the end of their career. The
CSL has showed it is competitive and it
is able to give players the chance to play
for their country again.” — Reuters

Satisfied Scolari has no plans to quit Guangzhou Evergrande

GIJON: Spain’s forward Vitolo (L) vies with Israel’s defender Rami Gershon during the WC 2018 group G football qualifing match Spain vs Israel
at El Molinon stadium in Gijon on Friday. — AFP

Buffon reaches 1,000 as 
Italy and Spain cruise

PARIS:  Italy kept pace with Spain in European
World Cup qualifying as goalkeeper Gianluigi
Buffon played his 1,000th professional match in
a 2-0 victory over Albania on Friday.  A first-half
Daniele De Rossi penalty and late second from
Ciro Immobile was enough to earn the Azzurri
three points but they remain behind Spain on
goal difference at the top of Group G after La
Rioja downed Israel 4-1.  Manchester City for-
ward David Silva and Chelsea’s Diego Costa were
on the scoresheet alongside Vitolo and Isco,
while Lior Refaelov netted Israel’s consolation.

In Palermo it was a day for Buffon to savour as
he won a European record 168th cap and helped
Italy extend their unbeaten run in qualifiers to
55 matches (41 wins, 14 draws).

De Rossi converted the spot-kick on 12 min-
utes after Migjen Basha, one of six Albanians ply-
ing his club trade in Italy, brought down Andrea
Belotti.  Albanian fans threw flares onto the pitch
in disgust and when they did so again just
before the hour mark, the game was suspended
for five minutes.  Immobile made the game safe
10 minutes from time by heading home a
Davide Zappacosta cross. “At the start, there was
too much tension, we tried to do too much and
missed some fluidity,” said Italy coach Giampiero
Ventura. “But we were never in danger.”

Spain had their game wrapped up by half-
time in Gijon as Silva drove home a pass from
Jordi Alba before Vitolo’s shot in first half injury
time squirmed under Israel goalkeeper Ofir
Marciano. Diego Costa headed home a Thiago
Alcantara corner on 51 minutes.  Refaelov gave
the visitors something to cheer with a left-foot
effort on 76 minutes, just moments after Rami
Gershon had struck the post with a header.  But
Iago Aspas teed up Isco to put the gloss on a
comfortable win two minutes from time.

Defeat saw Israel slip four points behind the
two Group G heavyweights with five games left
to play and only the pool winners guaranteed a
place at Russia 2018.

“I am very happy with my goal, but the victo-
ry is the most important thing,” said Silva. “We
needed to win to stay ahead of the rest.” In the
other group game, Macedonia got their first
points of the qualifying campaign with a 3-0 win
at Liechtenstein, who remain pointless.

HORRIFIC INJURY 
Captain Seamus Coleman suffered a broken

leg as the Republic of Ireland and Wales drew 0-
0 in Dublin in Group D.

Neil Taylor was shown a straight red card for
the scything challenge that left Irish defender
Coleman clutching his shattered lower leg and
screaming in pain as Shane Long tried to com-
fort him. “It’s been confirmed by our doctor that
he’s broken his leg,” said Ireland boss Martin
O’Neill. “It’s a big, big loss.”

It was a costly game for Wales who saw their
captain Gareth Bale booked for a high boot on
John O’Shea meaning he, like Taylor, will miss
the next qualifier away to Serbia in June.

Serbia moved top of the group after coming
from behind to win 3-1 in Georgia. Nika

Kacharava gave the hosts a fifth minute lead but
Dusan Tadic equalised from the penalty spot on
the stroke of half-time.  Aleksandar Mitrovic
gave Serbia the lead before Mijat Gacinovic
sealed the victory late on.

Serbia now lead the Republic on goal differ-
ence with Wales and Austria, 2-0 winners over
Moldova, four points behind. Croatia went three
points clear at the top of Group I with a 1-0 victo-
ry over Ukraine courtesy of Nikola Kalinic’s goal
seven minutes from half-time.  Iceland moved up
to second with a 2-1 win at Kosovo, whose wait

for a first competitive victory goes on.
Bjorn Sigurdarson gave the visitors a 25th

minute lead before Gylfi Sigurdsson doubled
the advantage from the spot 10 minutes later
after Benjamin Kololli had brought down Birkir
Saevarsson. But seven minutes into the sec-
ond period Atdhe Nuhiu headed home a
Herolind Shala corner to give Kosovo a lifeline-
although it wasn’t enough. A brace from Cenk
Tosun kept Turkey’s qualifying hopes alive as
they beat Finland 2-0 to stay four th,  f ive
points off Croatia. — AFP

LONDON:  England’s Euro 2016 humiliation
by Iceland means they will never again
underestimate teams like today’s oppo-
nents Lithuania, according to Tottenham
Hotspur midfielder Eric Dier.  Dier was a
member of the team stunned 2-1 by
Iceland in Nice last year as England crashed
to their most embarrassing defeat since a
1-0 loss to the part-timers of the United
States at the 1950 World Cup.  Gareth
Southgate’s men will  start as strong
favourites at Wembley, as they look to
defend their place at the Group F summit,
but Dier says thoughts of Iceland will not
be far away.

“Whenever you’re in an England squad,
you’re going to think about it. It’s a painful
reminder and it’s a good lesson for the
future,” he told reporters on Friday.

“We can look back on that game and
what we didn’t do and in games like the
one on Sunday try to do what we didn’t.”

He added: “We have to be confident
going into it, try to play quick, attacking
football and hopefully they won’t be able
to handle that.” Having tested a 3-4-2-1 sys-
tem in Wednesday’s 1-0 loss to Germany,
Southgate may decide to revert to the back
four he used in the three qualifiers he over-
saw at the end of last year.

With Chelsea’s Gary Cahill suspended
and Manchester United pair Chris Smalling
and Phil Jones having withdrawn due to
injury, John Stones will expect to regain his
place at centre-back.

The Manchester City defender started
on the bench in Dortmund, where
Burnley’s Michael Keane made an accom-
plished debut.  Uncapped Middlesbrough
defender Ben Gibson has been drafted into
the squad to provide cover at centre-back.

Manchester United’s Marcus Rashford is
also pushing for a starting berth, while
Jermain Defoe will hope to feature after
returning to the squad following an

absence of nearly four years.

TERROR TRIBUTES 
Lithuania made a steady start to qualify-

ing, drawing with Slovenia and Scotland
before beating Malta 2-0, but were then
given a rude awakening by a 4-0 defeat in
Slovakia. Edgaras Jankauskas’s side, who
are without an away win in six competitive
games, sit fourth in the group, five points
below England and three points off the
play-off place.

The Lithuania manager, whose side
were beaten 3-0 by the Czech Republic in a
friendly on Wednesday, says his team will
draw encouragement from England’s
defeat by Iceland. “World-class players
should not be affected by pressure,”
Jankauskas told The Times newspaper.

“When you are privileged to play every
week in great stadiums and the best league
in the world, then you should get used to
the pressure and you have to cope with the
pressure. “It is your job week in, week out. In
the Euros we saw that on the day England
were not ready. I have total faith in my play-
ers.” Following Wednesday’s terror attack in
London, which left four people dead and
over 50 injured, British police have pledged
to boost security for Sunday’s game.

“In collaboration with the local authori-
ties and Met Police there will  be an
enhanced security operation for England v
Lithuania today, to ensure a safe and secure
environment,” said a Football Association
spokesperson.  “Supporters are encouraged
to arrive as early as possible to avoid any
delays in entering the stadium.” There will
be armed patrols around the stadium,
while England’s players will wear black
armbands and there will be a minute’s
silence prior to kick-off. The match pro-
grammes will also contain a tribute to for-
mer England manager Graham Taylor, who
died in January at the age of 72. — AFP

England’s Dier wary 
of Lithuania threat

DUBLIN: Wales manager Chris Coleman
spoke out in defence of his players after
Republic of Ireland captain Seamus Coleman
sustained a horrendous broken leg during
their World Cup qualifying match.

Seamus Coleman was stretchered off in
the 71st minute of Friday ’s 0-0 draw in
Dublin after his right foot was left dangling
sickeningly after an ugly foul by Neil Taylor,
who was sent off. Wales forward Gareth Bale
was booked for a late challenge on John
O’Shea, ruling him out of June’s trip to
Serbia, but his manager felt Ireland’s players
had been no angels themselves.

Asked by an Irish journalist if Bale had
been lucky to avoid a second booking for a
high foot on James McClean, Chris Coleman
said: “Do you think one or two of yours were
lucky to stay on the pitch?

“Because it was a little bit of both. Your
boys were not coming off there with halos
on their head. It was going on all through
the game. “It was a typical British game of
football. There were one or two complaints
from our boys, that your boys were a little
bit late here and there.

“And some of our boys were as well. I’m
not complaining. That’s football.” Coleman
may have been aggrieved that Glenn
Whelan escaped sanction after leading with
his forearm in a challenge on Joe Allen late
in the first half. He also said Aaron Ramsey
was nursing a “bruise down the side of his
neck”. Ireland manager Martin O’Neill said
O’Shea had been left with “stud marks on his
ankle” after Bale caught him as he slid in to
attack Chris Gunter ’s  cross in the 68th
minute. “From where I was sitting, he had to
go for the ball,” Coleman said. “It’s a cross,
he’s sprinting into the box, he’s got to try
and attack the ball.  Is it  (the question)
because it’s Gareth Bale or was it a genuine-
ly bad challenge? “If I see it again, I’ll apolo-
gise and say he’s got it wrong. There’s no

hint of that in my dressing room. There’s no
Bale saying, ‘I got that one wrong.’ He wants
to appeal the yellow card.”

MCCLEAN PRAISE 
Coleman defended Taylor, saying he had

been left “devastated” by Seamus Coleman’s
injury and was “not that type of player”, but
also expressed sympathy for the Everton
player. O’Neill confirmed Seamus Coleman
had been taken straight to hospital with a
broken leg. “Obviously it’s a real blow to
him,” O’Neill said. “He’s having the season of
a lifetime at club level. He’s a big player for
us, a great captain and a great character.

“It’s a big, big loss, to Everton and to us.
But he’ll fight back, I hope. It puts thing in
perspective I suppose.” In better news for
O’Neil l ,  the point earned at the Aviva
Stadium kept Ireland four points clear of
Wales and level on points with new group
leaders Serbia, who beat Georgia 3-1.

Wales looked to be growing into the
game in the second half, Bale drilling wide
from distance, but Taylor’s dismissal tipped
the momentum Ireland’s way and the hosts
threatened to snatch it.

“It’s five games gone, it’s exactly halfway
(in the qualifying campaign),” O’Neill said.

“If you’d said to me two games at home,
three away, we would have 11 points on the
board, I would have taken that.

“But Serbia won tonight. Austria won
(against Moldova), they’re not out of it. And
you wouldn’t call Wales out of it either.”

O’Neill also paid tribute to West Bromwich
Albion winger McClean, who was named
man of the match five days on from the
shock death of his close friend Ryan McBride,
the Derry City captain, at the age of 27. “He
played very, very strongly,” O’Neill said. “He
played with his heart, as he always does. He
played with not only great commitment, but
also a great measure of discipline.” —AFP

Wales boss Coleman defends 
Bale after Ireland battle

LONDON: England’s defender Luke Shaw (2R) takes part in a training session at
Tottenham Hotspur’s training complex in Enfield, north London, yesterday ahead of
England’s FIFA World Cup 2018 qualifier football match against Lithuania. — AFP 

ZAGREB:  Croatia took control of Group I in
the 2018 World Cup qualifying with a 1-0
victory over Ukraine as their fans had a first
chance to celebrate a victory at the
Maksimir Stadium.  It was the first home
match Croatia was allowed to play in front
of their fans in the campaign. FIFA had
ordered the stadium in the capital to be
closed to fans when Croatia hosted Turkey
and Iceland last year as punishment for
previous incidents of racism and disorder.

Croatia opened a three-point lead, mid-
way through the qualifying, with 13 points
from five games and four straight wins.
Croatia didn’t concede a single goal in
those victories as a team known for its cre-
ative power also developed a reliable
defense.Nikola Kalinic scored the only goal
of the match in the 38th minute, firing high
into the net after a good move from mid-
fielders Luka Modric and Ivan Rakitic.

Croatia and Juventus forward Mario
Mandzukic hit the post in the first half.
After what was the first defeat for coach
Andriy Shevchenko, Ukraine was on eight
points together with Turkey, two behind
Iceland in second.

Also in Group I:
TURKEY 2, FINLAND 0

Forward Cenk Tosun struck twice in four
minutes to keep Turkey in contention to
reach the 2018 World Cup. Tosun needed
just nine minutes to find the back of the
net with his first from close range and
headed in the second just four minutes lat-

er. The forward, who has scored 20 for
Besiktas this season, has a total of five goals
for Turkey. Perparim Hetemaj hit the post
late in the first half in Finland’s best chance.

KOSOVO 1, ICELAND 2
Kosovo’s misery in its first major qualify-

ing competition continued with a fourth
straight defeat.  The match was played in
Albania’s Shkoder as Kosovo does not have
a FIFA-certified stadium. Kosovo looked
determined to record its first win in the
opening stages and showed some decent
attacking effort, with Valon Berisha’s shot
bouncing off the bar. But the visitors began
to expose Kosovo’s weakness in defense,
something they did to their opponents at
last year ’s European Championship in
France. Iceland took the lead in the 25th.
Kosovo goalkeeper Samir Ujkani parried
Gylfi  Sigurdsson’s attempt but only
suceeeded in deflecting the ball to the
feet of Bjorn Sigurdarson, who tapped in
from six yards for his first international
goal. Sigurdsson doubled the lead 10 min-
utes later from the penalty spot.  Kosovo
didn’t give in. It had a goal disallowed ear-
ly in the second half before Atdhe Nuhiu
headed in in the 52nd in his first interna-
tional game to please the roaring fans.  It
was only Kosovo’s second goal in the qual-
ifying.  Berisha had scored its f irst  at
Finland from the spot. Kosovo pressured
till the end but Iceland held firm. Kosovo
and Finland have a point each at the bot-
tom of the table. —AP

Croatia tops table with win 
over Ukraine, Iceland second
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DUBAI: Overwhelming favorite Arrogate won the $10
million Dubai World Cup yesterday, overcoming a
poor start to become the sport’s biggest earning
horse with $17 million to its name. The Bob Baffert
trained colt with 51-year-old jockey Mike Smith in the
saddle came home ahead of Gun Runner in second
and Neolithic who took third place. Four-year-old
Arrogate went into the race as the odds-on favorite

after an impressive win in the Breeders’ Cup Classic
but after a slow start out of the stalls, Smith had to
weave his way through the field.

Gun Runner was ahead at the turn but Smith and
Arrogate stepped up their  f inal  push down the
straight at Meydan as Baffert claimed a third win in
the race. Baffert admitted that he feared the worst
for his horse after the sloppy start. “That was ‘Plan

F’!,” said Baffert. “But that’s the best I’ve ever seen in
my life, it’s unbelievable. I guess he knew where he
was but it just goes to show you how great this
horse is, he’s just a great horse. Mike did a great job,
he didn’t panic.”

Gun Runner battled hard to keep out Neolithic at
the head of the chasing pack but the night belonged
to Arrogate who now has seven wins from eight

starts. Smith admitted he had been caught by surprise
at the start. “I missed the break completely because
he’s used to having a man in the gate with him, but
things happen for a reason,” he told reporters. “This
horse can do anything, he can win in the lead, he can
come from dead last, he hasn’t even taken a breath. “I
get a lot of the glory, but there’s a big team who
deserve a lot of credit.” — AFP 

DUBAI: Jockey Mike Smith (center right) rides Arrogate to win the Dubai World Cup race in the Meydan Racecourse yesterday. (Inset) UAE Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum (center
right) celebrates with Jockey William Buick (center left) and horse Jach Hobbs after they won the Longines Dubai Sheema Classic at the Dubai World Cup. — AFP 

Arrogate wins Dubai World Cup thriller
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KUWAIT: An artist’s rendering of the new Kuwait airport terminal currently being under construction.

By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: Kuwait has embarked on a new
direction by realigning its vision on growth
and development, especially in the aviation
sector, which will pay dividends for the coun-
try, said a top Boeing official on the sidelines of
a defense conference.

In an exclusive interview with Kuwait
Times, Bernard J Dunn, President of Boeing,
Middle East, Africa and Turkey (MENAT), said:
“ The plan to build a new airport and its
expansion along with the rebranding of
Kuwait Airways speak for the future. These
moves will really do a lot for the aviation sec-
tor and bring in a lot of traffic to Kuwait that
has not been there thus far. Boeing is happy
to be part of these developments.”  

Dunn will deliver a speech and moderate a
panel discussion at the first Kuwait Air Power
and Air Defense Symposium (KIAPADS), which
is being held today and tomorrow at the
Regency Hotel. KIAPADS is a groundbreaking
conference and it is for the first time that a
focused air power and air defense event of this
profile is being held in Kuwait. The forum will
bring together senior air force personnel from
all over the region who will review the ‘air pow-
er and air defense since the Liberation of
Kuwait’ in the context of today’s threat dynam-
ics and their emerging impact. 

Game-changer
“In terms of positioning, the purchase of

Boeing 777-300ERs is really a game-changer
for Kuwait Airways. The purchase reflects a
vision that is really going to take Kuwait and
the airline into the future, because with these
airplanes, you can operate non-stop flights and
connect Kuwait to the entire world. It is an
extremely successful aircraft which is being
used by our customers all over the world,”
Dunn pointed out. 

Kuwait Airways has purchased 10 777-
300ER airplanes, of which five were delivered

last year. The other five will be delivered this
summer. Countries all over the world including
Middle East states have realized that an invest-
ment in aerospace industry is one of the most
lucrative investments one can make for the
economy. “The payback factor in the industry is
extremely high,” Dunn said.

Market outlook
“Our current market outlook in the Middle

East projects that the region needs 3,310 com-
mercial jets valued at $770 billion over the next
20 years. This generates a requirement for
58,000 new pilots, about 66,000 new techni-
cians, and about 92,000 cabin crew, while
2,380 new airplanes are to be delivered to the
region by 2035 valued at $110 billion,” he said.

“In fact, we have to look beyond these num-
bers. In the aerospace industry alone in the
region, we will get to see highly qualified, well-
trained and well-educated people who will
demand good schools for their kids, good
houses to live in, nice restaurants to dine in
and spend their money. This will help develop
a good ecosystem in the economy delivering
high quality and standards to the country and
to the population. The more you expand your
aerospace sector, the more you are investing in
yourself and in your country,” the Boeing offi-
cial elaborated. 

According to Dunn, Kuwait has begun to
understand the value of an important invest-
ment in its economy. The purchase of 777-
300ERs reflects Kuwait’s growing understand-
ing of a serious investment in the aerospace
sector. The second and third tier effects of that
investment are huge. Kuwait will be part of
that huge number,” Dunn said.

Regional presence
Boeing celebrated its centennial last sum-

mer. “We arrived at the 100-year anniversary
last July as a company crossing a significant
milestone. Our involvement in the Middle East
began way back in 1945 when we delivered a

DC3 airplane to King Abdulaziz of Saudi Arabia.
That was our first major engagement in the
Middle East and we have been active in the
region ever since,” he said.

Boeing’s engagement with Kuwait goes
back about 50 years to the late 1950s when the
company delivered three Boeing 707 jets to
Kuwait Airways. “Ever since, KAC has been a
very good customer of Boeing. They have
operated nearly every type of commercial air-
plane we made in the last 50 years, culminat-
ing in the recent purchase of 10 777-300ERs,”
he pointed out. 

Market share
The Middle East is a key market for Boeing

and the region has one of the world’s fastest
growing commercial aviation sectors. “We have
a robust order book for the Middle East with a

backlog of over 550 aircraft. Thirty percent of
the company’s wide-body backlog is account-
ed for by Emirates, Qatar Airways and Etihad
alone,” he said. 

Despite being a tough market in the face of
competition, Boeing has performed well over
the years. “We have dominance, especially in
the wide-body market. The next major step for
Boeing in the wide-body sector is our 777X.
This is an airplane we are developing at the
specific request of the three big Gulf carriers in
the region - Emirates, Etihad and Qatar
Airways. The temperature and the environ-
ment in the region make it difficult for airlines
to take off on certain days. To compensate for
that, we are completely redesigning the 777X
to add composites and a whole new wing. The
aircraft can carry more people and is more
cost-effective and efficient. Delivery of the air-

craft will start in 2020,” he said. Talking about
787 Dreamliners, he said both airlines and pas-
sengers are happy with the airplane. “We have
delivered hundreds of Dreamliners already. The
aircraft continues to enjoy good market includ-
ing in the Middle East.

Defense market
“Kuwait is an important defense market for

Boeing and we have been involved in Kuwait
since 1974 with Kuwait’s purchase of a num-
ber of small Skyhawk fighter jets from Boeing.
Since then, the country has made purchases
like Apache helicopters, C17 travel jets and
F/A-18 fighters. Currently, we are actively
involved in Kuwait’s defense sector,” he said
without divulging details of the ongoing dis-
cussions. “Kuwait, more than any other coun-
try in the region, definitely understands the
need for a strong defense. And we are very
happy to support their desires to have a fully
modern and cutting-edge defense force,”
Dunn added. Dunn was on the ground with
American forces during ‘Operation Desert
Storm’ to liberate Kuwait.

“We are doing a number of community
activities in Kuwait in partnership with INJAZ
to empower entrepreneurship and startup pro-
grams among the youth in a sustainable envi-
ronment. Over the last four years, we have sup-
ported around 1,500 students from secondary
levels through INJAZ in building greater stan-
dards of curriculum. We are providing a grant
to Kuwait University for students of its aero-
nautic division. Similarly, we are also support-
ing the aeronautic division at the Australian
University of Kuwait,” Dunn said. 

Boeing is expected to open its own office
in Kuwait by the end of this year after regis-
tration with Kuwait Direct Investment
Promotion Authority (KDIPA) as a proper enti-
ty.  “We are quite bullish about the Kuwait
market and as a leading aerospace company,
we are looking forward to a long-term pres-
ence in the country,” Dunn said. 

Bernard J. Dunn, Boeing’s President for MENAT, speaks during the interview. — Photo by
Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Boursa Kuwait has signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) with the Middle East Investor
Relation Association on Thursday at Boursa Kuwait head-
quarters. Khaled Al-Khaled, Boursa Kuwait Vice Chairman
and CEO, and Alex MacDonald-Vitale, MEIRA Chairman,
signed the agreement to mark the start of this partner-
ship. MEIRA is a non-profit organization that aims to pro-
mote investor relations best practice throughout the
Middle East. Through this partnership, Boursa Kuwait will
be playing a leading role in the support of the ‘MEIRA
Kuwait Chapter’ in an effort to raise the standards of the
Investor Relations role by rolling out specialized aware-
ness and training programs.

Commenting on this agreement, Khaled Al-Khaled
said: “Developing the exchange scene in Kuwait requires
extensive work on many different levels. One primary lev-
el is engaging with our stakeholders with the persistent
and consistent transparent approach, which we have
adopted since the start.”

He also added, “This has allowed us to establish posi-
tive relations with them that in turn has and will continue
to support the evolvement of Boursa Kuwait into the
leading exchange we seek to create.”

“Boursa Kuwait aims to partner with organizations and
entities that share the same interests and objectives, in
order to ensure a valuable outcome and a mutually bene-

ficial partnership. In line with this agreement, Boursa
Kuwait aims to further establish and deploy best prac-
tices with regards to the existing investor relations activi-
ties and framework, and indeed leverage the knowhow
and competence of market experts, such as MEIRA,” Al-
Khaled added. 

The objectives of MEIRA are to foster a culture of effec-
tive communication between listed companies,
exchanges, regulators, advisers and the buy and sell side
communities in the Middle East, and to promote trans-
parency in the market. It also plays an essential role in the
governance framework which must be adhered to in
terms of listed companies and licensed individuals. 

Commenting on its role in reinforcing effective
investor relations, MacDonald-Vitale at MEIRA said:  “We
are delighted to embark on this strategic partnership
with Boursa Kuwait. This Memorandum of Understanding
further strengthens the existing platform of collaboration
between MEIRA and Boursa Kuwait, at a time when con-
tinued improvement in standards of best practice is of
critical importance to the market’s development.” 

He also added “At MEIRA, we look forward to support-
ing Boursa Kuwait’s efforts to develop the Kuwait finan-
cial market”.  Following the signature of the MOU, MEIRA
plans to host a training session on Investor Relations on
29 - 30 April in Kuwait which is open to public.

Boursa Kuwait signs MOU with MEIRA

KUWAIT: Khaled Al-Khaled and Alex MacDonald-Vitale sign the MoU.

777-300ERs a game-changer for KAC
Kuwait’s new vision on aviation industry will pay dividends: Boeing official
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EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.737
Indian Rupees 4.664
Pakistani Rupees 2.914
Srilankan Rupees 2.012
Nepali Rupees 2.920
Singapore Dollar 218.960
Hongkong Dollar 39.327
Bangladesh Taka 3.805
Philippine Peso 6.082
Thai Baht 8.822

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.508
Qatari Riyal 83.949
Omani Riyal 793.789
Bahraini Dinar 811.610
UAE Dirham 83.218

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 19.300
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 16.812
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.227
Tunisian Dinar 133.510
Jordanian Dinar 430.300
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.036
Syrian Lira 2.178
Morocco Dirham 31.073

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 305.450
Euro 331.730
Sterling Pound 382.730
Canadian dollar 229.400
Turkish lira 84.440

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

Swiss Franc 309.160
Australian Dollar 235.500
US Dollar Buying 304.250

GOLD
20 Gram 254.450
10 Gram 130.140
5 Gram 65.920

Rate for Transfr Selling Rate

US Dollar 305.100
Canadian Dolla 229.351
Sterling Pound 382.235
Euro 331.399
Swiss Frank 306.419
Bahrain Dinar 808.794
UAE Dirhams 83.461
Qatari Riyals 84.678
Saudi Riyals 82.264
Jordanian Dinar 430.767
Egyptian Pound 16.948
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.014
Indian Rupees 4.671
Pakistani Rupees 2.909
Bangladesh Taka 3.827
Philippines Pesso 6.072
Cyprus pound 167.551
Japanese Yen 3.745
Syrian Pound 2.424
Nepalese Rupees 3.912
Malaysian Ringgit 69.627

CURRENCY BUY SELL

Europe

British Pound 0.374998 0.384998
Czech Korune 0.004204 0.016204
Danish Krone 0.040330 0.045330
Euro 0. 324983 0.333983
Norwegian Krone 0.032003 0.037203
Romanian Leu 0.084653 0.084653
Slovakia 0.009148 0.019148
Swedish Krona 0.030664 0.035664
Swiss Franc 0.302140 0.313140
Turkish Lira 0.079326 0.088626

Australasia

Australian Dollar 0.224981 0.236981
New Zealand Dollar 0.209001 0.218501

America

Canadian Dollar 0.223106 0.232106
Georgina Lari 0.137958 0.137958
US Dollars 0.301350 0.305760
US Dollars Mint 0.301850 0.305750

Asia

Bangladesh Taka 0.003462 0.004046
Chinese Yuan 0.042880 0.046360
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037297 0.040047
Indian Rupee 0.004095 0.004783

Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002675 0.002855
Kenyan Shilling 0.003053 0.003053
Korean Won 0.000263 0.000278
Malaysian Ringgit 0.065261 0.071261
Nepalese Rupee 0.002957 0.003127
Pakistan Rupee 0.002665 0.002955
Philippine Peso 0.005979 0.006279
Sierra Leone 0.000068 0.000074
Singapore Dollar 0.213443 0.223443
South African Rand 0.018593 0.027093
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001639 0.002219
Taiwan 0.009778 0.009958
Thai Baht 0.008491 0.000041

Arab

Bahraini Dinar 0.803641 0.812141
Egyptian Pound 0.014981 0.020889
Iranian Riyal 0.000085 0.000086
Iraqi Dinar 0.000197 0.000257
Jordanian Dinar 0.425155 0.434155
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000157 0.000257
Moroccan Dirhams 0.020079 0.044079
Nigerian Naira 0.001265 0.001900
Omani Riyal 0.786958 0.792636
Qatar Riyal 0.083088 0.084538
Saudi Riyal 0.080367 0.081667
Syrian Pound 0.001295 0.001515
Tunisian Dinar 0.131506 0.139508
Turkish Lira 0.079326 0.089626
UAE Dirhams 0.081738 0.083438
Yemeni Riyal 0.000993 0.001073

Chinese Yuan Renminbi 44.597
Thai Bhat 9.789
Turkish Lira 84.672

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait opened its
new branch in People’s Republic of China, hold-
ing a ceremony at Shangri-La Hotel in Shanghai
attended by the Kuwaiti Ambassador Samih
Jawhar Hayat and the bank’s top executives, led
by Isam Jasem Al-Sager, NBK Group Chief
Executive Officer and Shaikha Khaled Al-Bahar,
NBK Deputy Group Chief Executive Officer.

NBK has previously set up a representative
office in Shanghai in 2005. The bank’s activities
were limited to non-operational activities such
as client referral, information gathering, and
market research. Since then, NBK decided to
expand its presence in China through transform-
ing its representative office into a branch,
becoming the first GCC bank to launch a fully-
fledged branch in China. This step positions NBK
to seize expansion opportunities and to rein-
force mutual investment cooperation between
the MENA region and China.

The Kuwaiti Ambassador Samih Jawhar Hayat
highlighted the importance of Kuwait-China
long-standing diplomatic relationship since the
70s, the importance of encouraging private sec-
tor investments and trade between the 2 coun-
tries, and the support and excitement on “the
one belt one road” vision of China. 

He also mentioned that Kuwait Investment
Authority (KIA) has a significant presence in
China, and that Shanghai is the main hub for
business in Asia. The Kuwaiti Ambassador
appraised the strength and history of NBK, and
the importance of the opening of a branch in
China, He thanked also the Chinese and
Shanghai authorities.  He ended his speech by
wishing good luck and expressing his full sup-
port and help for the Bank.

Expansion
Isam Jasem Al-Sager, NBK Group Chief

Executive Officer said: “NBK carries on its regional
and international expansion policy, aiming to
strengthen its position in the local and interna-
tional banking arena. Moreover, opening a branch
for NBK in China adds a new milestone in the
bank’s series of expansions”. He also noted that
NBK will continue during the upcoming period to
focus on strengthening its position in the GCC
markets, as well as Egypt, due to the promising
growth opportunities that those markets reflect. 

Al-Sager pointed out that NBK has become a
leading regional group, with over $79 billion in
assets. Launching a new branch in China estab-
lishes NBK’s presence in the Chinese banking
market, in which the bank has been present
through its representative office since 2005, thus
becoming the first GCC bank to open a fully-
fledged branch in China. NBK’s presence in
China aims to fulfill the needs of a growing cus-
tomers’ base, reflecting NBK’s prestigious posi-
tion and the strength of its brand name which
represents quality, trust, and safety.

Al-Sager highlighted that China is the largest
trading partner of the MENA region among the
Asian countries at present. As business ties
between China and the MENA countries are
expanding, trade and commercial activities
between China and MENA are growing in tan-
dem, making China a strategic market for NBK to

set up a branch presence.  Shaikha Khaled Al-
Bahar, NBK Deputy Group Chief Executive Officer
Said” Today marks a milestone for NBK. The vision
that we had is being realized in a country that
embodies culture, civilization, dignity, might, per-
severance, knowledge and technology in a histo-
ry that traces back to thousands of years.”

Al-Bahar Added, “opportunities in China are
boundless, and we are confident of our ability to
handle all financial and banking requirements of
our customers in Kuwait and China.  Around 20
Chinese construction companies operate in
Kuwait.  Our own new headquarters is being
constructed by a Chinese company.  The growth
in business volumes necessitates full-fledged
operation than just a representative office.  Our
solid banking and financial dealings combined
with an impeccable reputation and track record
landed us in China, where the highest standards
of professionalism are required.” 

NBK has a wide local and international net-

work of branches across 4 continents, with its
international presence extending to cover many
of the world’s leading financial centers including,
New York, London, Paris,  Singapore and
Shanghai. NBK also has a wide regional network
covering Saudi Arabia, UAE, Bahrain, Iraq,
Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey.

On the credit rating front, NBK continues to
maintain the highest ratings amongst its peers
in the Middle East, unanimously by the top
credit ratings agencies; namely Moody’s, Fitch
and S&P. NBK ratings are supported by its strong
capitalization, prudent lending policies and its
disciplined approach to risk management and
sound credit risk policies, in addition to the
expertize and stability of its management team.
Moreover, NBK maintained its listing in The
World’s 50 Safest Banks list for the 11th consec-
utive time and was awarded as the “Best Bank”
in Kuwait in 2016 by the Banker, Euro-money
and Global Finance.

NBK, the first GCC bank 
to open branch in China  
NBK carries on its international expansion policy:  Al-Sagar

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank announced yesterday
that there are 4 days left until Al-Danah’s
first quarterly draw for KD200,000 which
will be held on Thursday, 30 March 2017
and will be aired live on the Al-Dewaniya
program on Marina FM 90.4, from 1 pm
until 2 pm.  The draw event will take place
in the presence of a representative from
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

Gulf Bank invites its customers to tune
in to Marina FM 90.4, Al-Dewaniya program
to find out who is the lucky winner of the
Al-Danah KD200,00 prize. In addition, Gulf
Bank will be announcing the 3 monthly
winners of the red account draw for an
iPhone7 Plus, iPad Pro and Apple Watch.

Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah 2017 draw lineup
includes daily draws (two winners per work-
ing day and each receive KD1000), Al-Danah’s
second quarterly draw for the prize of
KD250,000, which will be held on 29 June
and the third Quarterly Draw for the prize of
KD500,000 will be held on  28 September.
The final Al-Danah draw for KD1 million will
be held on 11 January 2018, whereby the Al
Danah millionaire will be announced. Five
reasons why the Al Danah account is the Best:
1 Kuwait’s single largest yearly cash prize of
KD 1 million in the world, according to
Guinness  World Records 

2 Kuwait’s biggest quarterly cash prizes, up
to KD 500,000 
3 Two winners of KD 1,000 every working day
4 Offers the most opportunities to win
5 Only account that transfers your chances
to win from the previous year onto the fol-
lowing year.

Only Al-Danah makes millionaires. 
Al-Danah also offers a number of unique

services including: the Al-Danah Deposit
Only ATM card which helps account hold-
ers deposit their money at their conven-
ience; as well as the Al Danah calculator to
help customers calculate their chances of
becoming an Al-Danah winner. 

Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah account is open to
Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti residents of
Kuwait. Customers who open an account
and/ or deposit more will enter the draw
within two days. 

To take par t in the Al-Danah 2017
upcoming quarterly and yearly draws,
customers must have an Al-Danah
account containing at least KD 200; cus-
tomers can visit one of Gulf Bank’s 56
branches, transfer on line, or call  the
Customer Contact Center on 1805805 for
assistance and guidance. 

KUWAIT: In a move that demonstrates
its dedication to customer safety and
peace of mind, Yusuf A. Alghanim &
Sons Automotive, the exclusive distribu-
tor of Cadillac vehicles in Kuwait, is
excited to offer its loyal customers a fan-
tastic promotion at its Cadillac Service
Center. Starting from March until end of
April of 2017, Cadillac owners of 2014
and older models have the opportunity
to benefit from Cadillac’s springtime
ser vice center offer that comprises
many money-saving features.  

The offer includes 30 percent discount
on genuine Cadillac parts, 10 percent dis-
count on labor, free nitrogen refill, 21-
points check plus a free car wash. In addi-
tion to these great savings, customers
can also expect to have all their mainte-
nance needs fulfilled in a timely and pro-
fessional manner by one of the most
expertly trained service team and techni-
cians in the country.

Valid until April of this year, Yusuf A.
Alghanim & Sons Automotive has provid-
ed all Cadillac owners a substantial win-
dow of opportunity that reflects
Alghanim Automotive’s commitment to
customer support, cementing the com-
pany’s reputation as Kuwait’s chief cus-
tomer-centric automotive company. With
great savings on maintenance cost and
professional service, customers are guar-
anteed to enjoy a peace of mind and
avoid potential malfunctions and risks
that often occur during the upcoming
summer weather.

Yusuf A. Alghanim & Sons Automotive’s
vision has driven the center to excellence
in performance as each and every cus-
tomer who enters the service center is
greeted warmly before the center’s mem-
bers speaks to the customer about his/her
car and its needs. The cornerstone of the
company’s work is focusing on providing
unparalleled service and the utmost to its
customers so as to provide them with
what they need, want and expect. After a

customer’s car has been serviced, a service
program is custom-made according to the
customer’s needs. 

The service program is developed by
the center’s highly skilled team of profes-
sionals and experienced technicians who
provide high standard and quality results
with one main thing in mind: satisfying
customer needs and wants that make a
Cadillac experience better, safer and more
luxurious than ever. 

It is worth mentioning that Yusuf
Ahmed Alghanim & Sons Automotive is
committed to a professional work and
ethic standard under the slogan “I Care”
that aims to lead a culture of care
through four main pillars that are proac-
tive communication, answering every
question a customer has, representing
the Cadillac brand as a symbol of quality
and going beyond customer expecta-
tions by providing superior quality. The
pillars have been applied to all service
center staff members, from employees at
the welcome desk to service managers
and technicians.  

The Yusuf A. Alghanim & Sons Service
Center in Shuwaikh is the biggest and
most advanced automotive service cen-
ter in the world, with 73,000 square
meter of built-up area, servicing 1,000
vehicles every day. Throughout the facili-
ty, advanced technology is used to pro-
vide customers with high-quality and
efficient service, including a team of
technicians highly trained in modern
technology who provide necessary
advice and support as well as reliable
and cost-effective operation of cus-
tomers’ vehicles. In addition, the service
center hosts spacious and comfortable
lounges for customers whose cars are
being professionally attended and serv-
iced. With a variety of TV channels, ready-
to-use Internet stations and free wireless
access, customers can relax and enjoy a
sip of coffee from the cafÈ as they utilize
their time more effectively.

Four days left until Al-Danah’s 
KD200,000 first quarterly draw

Drive safely and save 
more with Cadillac’s 

new service promotion
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KUWAIT: The KSE Indices witnessed a
positive week as indices increased this
week. The KSE price index closed at
7,043.46 an increase of 3.42 percent up
232.75 points compared to the previous
week.  As the MUDX witnessed an
increase this week of 0.82 percent to
close at 671.04  for the week. Moreover,
the market blue-chip index the KSX15
closed on an increase of 6.03 points up
0.63 percent during the week to close
at 963.15

The reported weekly volumes were
1,877.69 million shares compared to
1,946.78 million shares in previous.
Among the major contributors, the
Financial Services Sector (contributing
34.56 percent) witnessed  648.14 million
shares of trading compared to 645.49
million shares in the previous week,

while Real Estate Sector (contributing
44.32 percent) witnessed 831.13 million
shares of trading compared to 673.49
million shares in the previous week.

The overall Market Cap witnessed an
increase this week as it stood at KD 29.11
billion up 0.6 percent on weekly basis.
As for the blue chips,  National Bank of
Kuwait - NBK (Mcap - KD 4.14 billion)
saw its market cap decrease by 2 per-
cent  during the week. However, Mobile
Telecommunication Co. - Zain (Mcap -
KD 1.98 bill ion) saw its market cap
increased by 5.75 percent during the
week. Ahli United Bank - AUB (Mcap - KD
1.704 bill ion) saw its market cap
unchanged during the week On the
total market breadth, Of the 56 Islamic
Companies,27  advanced while 17
declined during the week. 

The Islamic universe market cap wit-
nessed its market cap an increase of 0.96
percent to close at KD 8.25 billion. The
universe heavyweights  Kuwait Finance

House - KFH (Mcap - KD 3.24 billion)  saw
its market cap stable during the week
.Boubyan Bank (Mcap - KD 944.01 mil-
lion) saw its market cap increase by 2.53

percent this week. Furthermore, Kuwait
Telecommunication Co. - VIVA (Mcap- KD
424.49 million) saw its market increase
by 3.66 percent  during the week. 

A positive week for Boursa Kuwait

WASHINGTON: Now that the effort to overhaul
the nation’s healthcare system has collapsed,
the Trump administration is turning its atten-
tion to tax reform. President Donald Trump and
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said Friday
that the administration will now focus on gain-
ing congressional approval for a sweeping tax
overhaul plan.

Trump’s comments came after Republicans
were forced to cancel a House vote on their bill
to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act
because they could not get the support needed
for passage. After Republicans pulled the health
measure, Trump told reporters at the White
House, “I would say that we will probably start
going very, very strongly for the big tax cuts
and tax reform. That will be next.”

While the GOP decision to pull the health-
care proposal could be an ominous sign for tax
cuts and the rest of Trump’s legislative agenda,
Trump was more optimistic, saying, “now we’re
going to go for tax reform, which I’ve always
liked.” Earlier in the day, Mnuchin, the presi-
dent’s chief economic spokesman, suggested
that tax reform might be easier to sell  in
Congress.

“Health care is a very complicated issue,”
Mnuchin said. “In a way, tax reform is a lot sim-
pler.” During a morning interview, Mnuchin
said he had been overseeing work on the
administration’s bill over the past two months
and it would be introduced soon. He said it
would be one proposal that would cover both
cutting individual and corporate taxes in the
same legislation.

“We are not cutting this up and doing little
pieces at a time,” Mnuchin said. He said the
goal was still to win congressional approval of
the tax measure by August. But if the timeline
is delayed, he said he expected the proposal to
pass by the fall. At the White House, press sec-
retary Sean Spicer acknowledged the August
deadline is an “ambitious one” for such a com-
prehensive and complicated project, but he
said it’s a goal the administration “is going to
try to stick to.”

“Tax reform is something the president is
very committed to,” Spicer told reporters.
Mnuchin had lunch at the White House Friday
with Trump and House Speaker Paul Ryan. In his
earlier appearance, Mnuchin did not reveal
whether the administration will include a con-
tentious border adjustment tax that is in a
House tax proposal. The measure, which would
impose a 20 percent tax on imports, has posi-
tive and negative features, Mnuchin said. He
also would not reveal exactly what corporate

tax rate the administration would propose, oth-
er than it will be “a lot lower” than the current
35 percent rate.

In a wide-ranging public interview event
with the news site Axios, Mnuchin also said
Trump’s proposal to boost infrastructure spend-
ing would probably include $100 billion to $200
billion in federal money and depend on public-
private partnerships to boost the total to $1 tril-
lion over the next decade.

Mnuchin was asked whether the administra-
tion’s tax plan would lower rates at all levels but
not include an absolute tax cut for high income
individuals because the lower rates for the
wealthy would be offset by increases in other
areas such as reduced deductions. Sen. Ron
Wyden, D-Oregon, dubbed this goal the
“Mnuchin rule” during his confirmation hearing.
Mnuchin did not commit specifically on the goal
but said, “The president’s objective is a middle
income tax cut. ... Our primary focus in a tax cut
for the middle income (earners) and not the top.”

While Wall Street has staged a huge rally
since Trump’s surprising election victory,
Mnuchin said he believed the market could

move still higher as the administration succeeds
in implementing its economic program to cut
taxes and eliminate burdensome regulations.

He predicted Trump’s plan would achieve
economic growth of 3 percent to 3.5 percent, up
significantly from anemic growth around 2 per-
cent seen in the current recovery, the weakest in
the post-World War II period. He said “this is defi-
nitely not all baked in” to market expectations.

The Treasury secretary, who participated in
his first meeting of Group of 20 finance minis-
ters last weekend in Baden-Baden, Germany,
called the meeting a success. He said while
news coverage focused on the administration’s
successful push to drop a pledge to oppose
trade protectionism, that took only a small por-
tion of the discussion time. “On trade, the point
I made was that the president wants to have
free trade ... but he wants to renegotiate deals”
that are not favorable for American workers,
Mnuchin said. In addition to renegotiating the
North American Free Trade Agreement with
Mexico and Canada, Mnuchin said the adminis-
tration was also planning to focus on stronger
enforcement of other trade agreements. — AP

Trump, Mnuchin say focus 

will turn to tax reform 
Proposal to boost infrastructure may include $200bn

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank announced yes-
terday that its Annual General Assembly
meeting of shareholders will be held on
Wednesday, 29 March 2017 at 12 pm at
the KIPCO Tower - 56th floor. 

As part of its corporate philosophy of
advocating transparency with its
investors, Burgan Bank will hold its annu-
al Shafafiyah forum following the AGM.
The forum will allow the Bank to present
a business review for 2016 and earnings
forecasts for 2017 to shareholders, part-
ners, institutional investors and other
members of the financial community.

The Shafafiya Forum is an annual
event that is held amongst Kuwait
Projects Company’s (KIPCO) subsidiaries,
and reflects a strong corporate gover-
nance practice, which promotes corpo-
rate fairness, transparency and accounta-
bility. The forum provides an ideal plat-
form to discuss financial reports and out-
look as well as market predictions openly
with shareholders.

Established in 1977, Burgan Bank is
the youngest commercial Bank and sec-
ond largest by assets in Kuwait, with a
significant focus on the corporate and
financial institutions sectors, as well as
having a growing retail, and private bank
customer base. Burgan Bank has majority

owned subsidiaries in the MENAT region
supported by one of the largest regional
branch networks.

The Bank has continuously improved
its performance over the years through
an expanded revenue structure, diversi-
fied funding sources, and a strong capital
base. The adoption of state-of-the-art
services and technology has positioned
it as a trendsetter in the domestic market
and within the MENA region. Burgan
Bank’s brand has been created on a foun-
dation of real values - of trust, commit-
ment, excellence and progression, to
remind us of the high standards to which
we aspire. ‘People come first’ is the foun-
dation on which its products and servic-
es are developed.

The bank was re-certified with the
prestigious ISO 9001:2008, making it the
first bank in the GCC, and the only bank
in Kuwait to receive such accreditation
for the third consecutive year. The Bank
also has to its credit the distinction of
being the only Bank in Kuwait to have
won the JP Morgan Chase Quality
Recognition Award for twelve consecu-
tive years.  Burgan Bank, a subsidiary of
KIPCO (Kuwait Projects Company), is a
strongly positioned regional Bank in the
MENA region. 

Burgan Bank to hold AGM and 

Shafafiyah forum on 29 March

KFH WEEKLY MARKET REPORT

WASHINGTON: Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin speaks to the media during the daily brief-
ing in the Brady Press Briefing Room of the White House in Washington. — AP

DALLAS: US President Donald Trump is call-
ing his administration’s approval of the
Keystone XL pipeline a new era for American
energy policy. As expected, the State
Department reversed a decision by the
Obama administration and favored energy
development over environmentalists’ objec-
tions to the pipeline, which will carry thick
Canadian crude oil to Nebraska, where it can
flow on to refineries along the Gulf Coast.

Trump on Friday called it “a great day for
American jobs.” The costs and benefits of the
pipeline have been hotly debated, however,
and many experts believe it will have only a
small impact on the U.S. economy.

JOBS
The company proposing the pipeline,

Calgary-based TransCanada Corp., estimates
the project could create up to 6,500 con-
struction jobs for two years. In a 2014 report,
the State Department projected the pipeline
would support 3,900 in construction jobs.

Including work indirectly related to the
construction, the number of jobs balloons to
42,100, the State Department estimated. But
once the pipeline is finished, it will create just
35 permanent jobs, according to the report.

ECONOMIC IMPACT
The State Department estimated that

construction of Keystone XL would con-
tribute $3.4 billion to the nation’s output.
That’s about 0.02 percent of the $18 trillion
US economy.

TAXES
The State Department estimated that

Keystone XL would generate $70 million in
new state and local taxes along the route
during construction and $55.6 million in
property taxes once oil starts flowing.

COSTS
Environmental groups say TransCanada

overstates the economic benefits of the
pipeline and lowballs the impact of using
tar-sands oil. They say it generates more car-
bon emissions to refine the heavy, thick
crude than to process other oil types. A civil
engineer at the University of Nebraska said
that TransCanada also significantly underes-
timated the chance of a major oil spill from
the 36-inch-diameter pipeline.

THE OIL
Keystone XL would carry up to 830,000

barrels a day from Alberta to Nebraska,
where it would connect with the existing
Keystone pipeline that flows to Gulf Coast
refineries. During an Oval Office ceremony
Friday, TransCanada CEO Russell Girling
thanked Trump for pushing the pipeline, and
he called it “a very, very important day” for
the company.

In a video on the company website,
Girling said the pipeline is needed because
North America needs oil so badly that it will
continue to import crude “for years to come.”
But in January he had leavened his optimism
with some doubts because of uncertainty
about demand from oil producers. Canada is
the largest exporter of oil to the US, at about

3.3 million barrels a day in 2016. Running at
capacity, Keystone XL would equal about
one-fourth of the current flow. US oil pro-
duction is around 9 million barrels per day.
Two other planned pipelines would carry
Alberta oil to export markets, creating com-
petition with Keystone XL for commitments
from oil producers. Some analysts think only
two of the three pipelines will get built.

THE COMPANIES
By providing a route to the Gulf Coast,

Keystone XL could raise the price of tar sands
oil. Among the oil companies that could
benefit: Canada’s Suncor Energy Inc. and
Canadian Natural Resources Ltd. and Texas-
based Exxon Mobil Corp., whose former CEO,
Rex Tillerson, is now the secretary of state.
Tillerson recused himself from the pipeline
decision. A pipeline to Gulf refineries will
make drilling in Alberta more attractive. The
2014 drop in oil prices hurt because produc-
tion and processing are more expensive in
the oil sands than in many other places. Last
year Exxon wrote down the value of its
Canadian reserves.

GASOLINE PRICES
The pipeline likely will not be completed

for several years, so there will be no immedi-
ate effect on prices at the pump. It’s not clear
that Keystone XL will eventually lead to low-
er prices - it could have the reverse effect.
Patrick DeHaan, an analyst for the price-
tracking service GasBuddy.com, said the
pipeline could lead to higher prices for
Canadian crude oil, which has long sold at a
discount.

AMERICAN STEEL
Trump said in January, while announc-

ing his support for Keystone XL and Dakota
Access, that he would require pipelines to
be made with American steel, but there is
no such requirement for Keystone XL. A
White House spokeswoman said this
month that Trump’s directive applied only
to new pipelines, and since TransCanada
had already stockpiled pipe, “the steel is
already literally sitting there. It would be
hard to go back.” About half of the pipe is
from the US and the rest comes from
Canada, Italy and India. — AP

Debate renewed over economic 

benefits of Keystone pipeline 

NEW YORK: Stocks in smaller companies
trounced the broader market last year,
especially in the weeks after the presiden-
tial election. So far this year, though, it’s
been a different story.

The Russell 2000 index of small-compa-
ny stocks is at about breakeven for this year
after vaulting 19.5 percent in 2016. By com-
parison, the Standard & Poor’s 500 index is
up 5 percent. Other major stock indexes
have also notched gains this year.

Investors bid up small-company stocks
on the belief that the companies would
benefit more from an improving U.S.
economy and promises of tax cuts, dereg-
ulation and other policies championed by
the incoming Donald Trump administra-
tion. Lately, though, doubts over when
key aspects of Trump’s agenda will be
enacted have begun to weigh on small-
company stocks.

Ralph Bassett, portfolio manager of
Aberdeen Asset Management’s Aberdeen
US Small Cap Fund (GSXAX), makes the case
for why small-company stocks remain fairly
valued. But he also favors a wait-and-see
approach until there’s more clarity out of
Washington. The fund is down about 4 per-
cent this year, but up 15.8 percent from a
year ago, according to Morningstar.

Answers have been edited for length
and clarity: 

Q: Why are smaller company stocks
lagging the rest of the market this year?

A: Part of the reason we’ve seen maybe a
bit of underperformance more recently has
been the fact that the market ran up quite
strongly last year, particularly in the third
quarter and then ultimately postelection.
We think that on a relative basis we’ve just
seen some underperformance after that
outperformance. Also, there might be less
optimism around some of the pro-growth

proposals being enacted this year. To see
further propulsion in the market we’re
going to need to see some of those (policy)
issues come into play.

Q: What is your fund’s biggest hold-
ing?

A: As of December, our largest over-
weight to the index was in industrials. Our
largest holding was Beacon Roofing Supply.

Q: Investors’ expectations of business-
friendly policies from Washington
helped boost small-cap stocks. Are there
any policy proposals that could be a neg-
ative on smaller companies?

A: Trade would be one thing. Even
though they’re pretty domestic, small-cap
companies do source a lot of materials
externally, especially parts they would use
for assembly. A lot of our companies use
Mexico, China, common places that have
been voiced as concerns in terms of how
they’re viewed as trading partners with the
US. So that would be certainly a risk, if there
were to be some sort of border tax system.

The other thing is interest tax deductibil-
ity. A lot of smaller companies are in the
consolidation phase and they do often
times use leverage to fund that. If compa-
nies were to, on a go-forward basis, not be
able to deduct that interest, it would cause
some concern for businesses that are fund-
ing acquisitions at the moment.

Q: Is now a good time to buy small-
cap stocks?

A: We think it’s a good time to start look-
ing. We are never great timers of asset class-
es, and I’m saying that as a manager. It’s
very hard with any precision, but anyone
with a longer term investment horizon
should certainly start looking now - espe-
cially from where we came from, postelec-
tion at the end of the year - at valuations of
small versus large. — AP

Spotlight on investing in small-cap funds 
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KUWAIT: Boursa Kuwait ended last week in the green
zone. The Price Index closed at 7,043.46 points, up by 3.42
percent from the week before closing, the Weighted Index
increased by 0.54 percent after closing at 424.56 points,
whereas the KSX-15 Index closed at 963.15 points up by
0.63 percent. Furthermore, the week’s average daily
turnover decreased by 2.95 percent, compared to the pre-
ceding week, reaching KD 32.41 million, whereas trading
volume average was 378.70 million shares, recording a
decrease of 3.13 percent.

The three indices of Boursa Kuwait ended last week’s
trading in the green zone supported by the random pur-
chasing operations that targeted some leading stocks, in
addition to the speculative operations that concentrated
on some small-cap stocks and some idle stocks, especially
of market value less than its book value, amid optimism to
the annual financial results of such companies, which posi-
tively reflected on the Price Index performance in particu-
lar, and enabled it during the last week from breaking the
7,000 point level up to reach its highest levels since 2014.  

The Boursa witnessed such performance in light of a
declined trading indicators during the week, where the total
value dropped from KD 166.96 million to reach KD 162.04
million, while the traded volume declined to reach 1.89 bil-
lion stock down from 1.95 billion stock in a week earlier.

As per the daily trading activity, the Boursa Kuwait initi-
ated its first session of the last week with mixed gains for
the three indices, amid a noticeable increase in the trading
activity especially the cash liquidity which recorded a
growth of 67.48 percent to reach around KD 42 million by
the end of the session, where such came by the support of
the purchasing activity that was present during the session
and the quick speculative operations executed on some
small-cap stocks, in addition to the purchasing operations
executed on some heavy stocks.  On the next session, the
Boursa was able to continue its upward direction, and the
three indices were able to end the session in the green
zone, supported by the continued quick speculative opera-
tions on the small-cap stocks, amid fluctuation in the trad-
ing activity, where the traded volume increased by 2.43 per-
cent however the trading value dropped by 15.62 percent.

The Boursa continued its renaissance in the mid-week
session and was able to realize gains for the three indices
amid a continued purchasing operations that included
many listed stocks of different sectors, especially the
Technology and Consumer Goods, the most growing sec-
tors by the end of the session.  However on Wednesday’s
session, the three Boursa indices fluctuated and closed
mixed, where the Price Index was able to close in the green
zone solely, with noticeable gains by the end of the session
that exceeded 2 percent, to close above 7,000 point level

for the first time since more than two years, supported by
the continued speculative operations on the small-cap and
idle stocks, while the Weighted and KSX-15 indices
declined by the end of the session affected by the profit
collection operations executed on some leading and heavy
stocks.  On the end of week session, the three Boursa
indices met in the green zone closing area, supported by
the speculative operations, however at lower pace than the
previous session, executed on some leading and heavy
stocks of different sectors, especially of the Industrial and
Banks sectors, to end the session with limited gains.

For the annual performance, the Price Index ended last
week recording 22.54 percent annual gain compared to its
closing in 2016, while the Weighted Index increased by 11.70
percent, and the KSX-15 recorded 8.83 percent growth.

Sectors’ Indices
Nine of Boursa Kuwait’s sectors ended last week in the

green zone, while the other three recorded declines. Last
week’s highest gainer was the Industrial sector, achieving
11.17 percent growth rate as its index closed at 1,669.86
points. Whereas, in the second place, the Health Care sector’s
index closed at 1,481.14 points recording 5.98 percent
increase. The Consumer Services sector came in third as its
index achieved 3.75 percent growth, ending the week at
962.97points. The Real Estate sector was the least growing as
its index closed at 1,103.51 points with a 0.58 percent increase.

On the other hand, the Technology sector headed the
losers list as its index declined by 2.11 percent to end the
week’s activity at 812.55 points. The Consumer Goods sec-
tor was second on the losers’ list, which index declined by
2.04 percent, closing at 1,156.90 points, followed by the
Banks sector, as its index closed at 967.57 points at a week-
ly loss of 0.02 percent.

Sectors’ Activity
The Real Estate sector dominated a total trade volume

of around 831.14 million shares changing hands during last
week, representing 43.89 percent of the total market trad-
ing volume. The Financial Services sector was second in
terms of trading volume as the sector’s traded shares were
35.06 percent of last week’s total trading volume, with a
total of around 663.95 million shares. 

On the other hand, the Banks sector’s stocks were the
highest traded in terms of value; with a turnover of around
KD 44.02 million or 27.17 percent of last week’s total mar-
ket trading value. The Financial Services sector took the
second place as the sector’s last week turnover was approx.
KD 42.41 million representing 26.17 percent of the total
market trading value.  — Prepared by the Studies & Research
Department, Bayan Investment Co.   

NEW YORK: US stocks flirted with sharp losses
but managed a mixed finish after Republicans
canceled a vote on their health care bill
because it became clear the bill would fail.
Hospital stocks soared in response, while com-
panies that stand to benefit from other Trump
proposals faltered.

For the second day in a row, stocks started
higher and wilted as it became clear the
health care bill was in trouble. The Dow Jones
industrial average plunged as much as 126
points in afternoon trading on reports of the
bill’s impending failure, although Wall Street
cut its losses after the vote was canceled.
Consumer-focused companies like Nike,
Starbucks and clothing company PVH rose.

The health care act became something of
a proxy for the rest of the Trump agenda and it
dominated the market for most of this week. It
was the worst week for stocks since the week
before the presidential election. Banks and
small-company stocks, which made huge
gains after Trump was elected, both suffered
their biggest losses in more than a year.
President Trump and other Republican leaders
said they were moving on from health care,
and Michael Scanlon, a portfolio manager for
Manulife Asset Management, said investors
will be glad if that happens.

“You’re going to see a very quick pivot to
corporate tax reform,” he said. A corporate tax
cut could give stocks a large boost by increas-

ing profits, and it might also raise tax revenue.
After the close of trading, House Speaker Paul
Ryan said Republicans will proceed with tax
reform proposals, but acknowledged the
health care debacle will make that task more
difficult.

The Standard & Poor’s 500 index finished
down 1.98 points, or 0.1 percent, at 2,343.98.
The Dow lost 59.86 points, or 0.3 percent, to
20,596.72 as Goldman Sachs and Boeing sank.
Technology companies inched higher and the
Nasdaq composite rose 11.04 points, or 0.2
percent, to 5,828.74. The Russell 2000 index of
smaller-company stocks added 1.22 points, or
0.1 percent, to 1,354.64.

Trading was relatively light as investors
waited for answers about the state of
President Donald Trump’s business-friendly
agenda. That may have contributed to the big
fluctuations. Hospitals and insurers that do a
lot of business with Medicaid celebrated the
demise of the bill. HCA Holdings, the largest
US hospital company, climbed $2.87, or 3.5
percent, to $86.04 and Community Health
Systems jumped 84 cents, or 9.7 percent, to
$9.54. Among Medicaid-focused companies,
Centene and Molina Healthcare each gained
about 5 percent.

The American Health Care Act would likely
have left more Americans uninsured and
would make big changes to Medicaid, a joint
federal-state health program for low-income

Americans. Those stocks fell when the bill was
introduced because investors were concerned
hospitals would have to take in more patients
who lack insurance and that insurers would
get less money from Medicaid.

Insurance companies slumped. Cigna fell
$3.36, or 2.3 percent, to $142.82 and Anthem
shed $2.63, or 1.6 percent, to $126.77.

With Trump and majority Republicans
unable to pass the first big item on their agen-
da, there were some signs of concern that his
proposals of tax cuts, infrastructure spending,
and regulatory cuts will take longer. Those are
aspects of Trump’s proposed agenda Wall
Street is excited about.

Vulcan Materials, a construction materials
maker, sank $2.65, or 2.3 percent, to $112.74.
Steel maker Nucor declined $1.50, or 2.4 per-
cent, to $59.76. Construction and machinery
companies also stumbled. Engine maker
Cummins shed $1.45, or 1 percent, to $150.77
and Boeing sank $1.44 to $175.82.

Scanlon, of Manulife, said investors want
Trump and Congress to come up with a real
proposal that changes corporate taxes.
“Something needs to be done with a perma-
nent solution, not just one of these holiday
things,” he said, because “the goal is to be a
stimulus for domestic investment.”

Bond prices rose slightly. The yield on the
10-year Treasury note fell to 2.41 percent from
2.42 percent. — AP

US stocks wobble, finish mixed as GOP pulls plug on health bill

NEW YORK: A board above the trading floor of the New York Stock Exchange shows the
Dow Jones industrial average above 21,000. Stocks opened strongly higher on Wall Street,
led by big gains in banks as investors expected interest rates to rise. — AP

Boursa Kuwait equities move forward

WALL STREET WEEKLY MARKET REPORT
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KUWAIT: According to the latest population
and labor force statistics issued by the Public
Authority for Civi l  Information (PACI) ,
Kuwait’s total population has scored approxi-
mately 4.411 million in the end of 2016. This
means the population increased in the end of
2016 by 4.1 percent from its total in the end
of 2015, this increase represents the highest
growth rate since 2008. The total population
increased by 3.6 percent in 2015 versus 3.2
percent, 3.7 percent, and 3.4 percent in the
years 2014, 2013, and 2012 respectively. The
absolute increase of population during 2016
scored 172.1 thousand of which 30.1 thou-

sand increase went for Kuwaitis, with average
yearly growth about 2.3 percent, bringing
their total to 1.338 million. As such, Kuwaitis
percentage out of the total  population
dropped from 30.8 percent in the end of
2015 to about 30.3 percent. Kuwaiti females
which total 681.6 thousand outnumbered
that of 656.1 thousand males. The number of
non-Kuwaitis increased by about 142 thou-
sand, or a growth rate of almost 4.8 percent
up from the growth rate in 2015, amounting
about 4.1 percent and scored about 3.073
million, with a compound  annual growth
rate during the years 2007-2016, amounted
about 3.1 percent. 

Total number of workers in Kuwait scored
approximately 2.706 million workers, or about
61.3 percent of the total population. While for
Kuwaitis this percentage formed 33.4 percent
of the total Kuwaiti population and it is noted
that the proportion of non-Kuwaiti workers’ of
the total non-Kuwaiti population increased
from 72.9 percent to about 73.5 percent in
2016. The Kuwaiti labor force percentage, out
of total number of workers in Kuwait,
dropped from 16.9 percent in 2015 to 16.5
percent in 2016. Proportion of female workers
in the total Kuwaiti work force rose to approx-
imately 48.3 percent (47.5 percent in the end
of 2015). While this percentage formed 25.9
percent out of the total labor force in Kuwait.
Number of Kuwaiti workers rose by 11.2 thou-
sand workers to reach 447.1 thousand work-
ers.  About 343.3 thousand of them are
employed in the government, representing
76.8 percent of the total Kuwaiti labor, up
from 331.6 thousand at the end of 2015. As
has been terminated about 3493 jobs for
Kuwaitis outside the government sector, and
a decline rate of -3.8 percent, result of a
decrease in the amount of some unreal labor
force with fake contracts in the private sector. 

Local real estate market 
The latest released data by the Ministry of

Justice -Real Estate Registration and
Authentications Department- indicate drop in
the real estate market liquidity in February
2017 in comparison with January 2017 liquidi-
ty. Total value of contracts and agencies trad-
ing during February 2017 scored KD 164.9
million, which is less by 11 percent than
January 2017 which scored KD 185.4 million.
It also dropped by -38.9 percent compared
with February 2016 liquidity. 

Trading in February 2017 was distributed
between KD 155 million in contracts and
about KD 9.9 million in agencies. Number of
real estate deals in this month scored 378
deals (after excluding the crafts activity and
the coastal strip system) and were distributed
as follows: 353 contracts and 25 agencies.
Hawalli Governorate got the highest by 97
deals representing about 25.6 percent of the
total number of real estate deals. Ahmadi

Governorate came second by 86 deals repre-
senting about 22.7 percent. While, the lowest
share went to Jahra governorate by 31 deals
representing about 8.2 percent of the total. 

Value of private residential trading scored
KD 85.9 million, up by about 3 percent com-
pared with KD 83.4 million in January 2017,
increased its contributing by 52.1 percent of
total real estate trading vis-a-vis 45 percent in
January 2017. The monthly average value for
private residence trading during the last 12
months scored about KD 84.6 million. 

This means that trading value in February
2017 was higher by 1.6 percent compared

with the average. While, the number of deals
also dropped to 251 deals versus 257 deals in
January 2017. Therefore, the average value per
deal of private residence activity scored about
KD 342.3 thousand (KD 324.5 thousand in
January 2017) increased by about 5.5 percent. 

Value of investment residence activity

scored about KD 56 million a drop by, 17.2
percent, compared with the previous month
(January 2017), which scored KD 67.7 million.
Its percentage out of total liquidity declined
to about 33.9 percent (36.5 percent in January
2017). Monthly trading average value of
investment residence during 12 months
scored KD 65.9 million. This means that trad-
ing value in February was less by -15 percent
than the 12 months’ average. 

While, the number of its deals scored 120
(116 deals in January 2017). Therefore, the per
deal average value for investment residence
scored KD 466.6 thousand (KD 583.3 thou-
sand in January 2017), a -20 percent decline. 

Likewise, commercial activity trading value
dropped to about KD 23 million, a drop by -
32.8 percent compared with January 2017
when it scored KD 34.3 million. Its percentage
out of total real estate trading value dropped
to 14 percent compared with 18.5 percent in
January 2017. Average value of commercial
activity trading during 12 months scored KD
45 million, which is less by -48.8 percent than
the last 12 months’ average. Its deals scored 7
deals compared with 13 deals in January, the
average value per deal for the commercial
activity during February 2017 scored about
KD 3.3 million (KD 2.6 million for January
2017), with a rise of 24.8 percent. 

When we compare total  t rading of
February 2017 with the same month of last
year (February 2016), we notice a drop in
the real estate market liquidity from about
KD 270 million to KD 164.9 million, i.e. -38.9

percent as we mentioned. The drop involved
the investment residence activity by -39.7
percent, the private residence by -0.1 per-
cent and the commercial activity liquidity by
-74.4 percent. 

Boubyan Bank financial results 
Boubyan Bank announced results of its

operations for the year ending December 31,
2016 which indicate that the bank’s profits -
after tax deductions- scored about KD 41.3
million, a rise by KD 6.1 million, or by 17.4 per-
cent, compared with KD 35.2 million for 2015.
This rise is attributed to the rise in total oper-
ating incomes by a higher value than the rise
in total expenses. Therefore, the bank’s opera-
tion profits before deducting total provision
for impairment rose to KD 7.7 million, or by
14.8 percent. The following graph displays the
development in the bank shareholders’ profits
during (2008-2016). 

In details, total operating incomes of the
bank increased by about KD 12 million, or by
13.1 percent, and scored about KD 103.3 mil-
lion vis-a-vis KD 91.4 million for 2015.  

This resulted from the rise in most items of
operational incomes. Net financing incomes
rose by about KD 9.2 million to KD 88.5 mil-
lion versus about KD 79.3 million. Likewise,
item of net income from investment incomes
rose by about KD 2.2 million to about KD 4.4
million versus KD 2.2 million. While item of
share in the results of associates dropped by
KD 2 million, scored loss about KD 1.7 million
versus profit KD 313 thousand in 2015. 

All items of operating expenses rose by
less value than the rise in total operating
incomes, i.e. by about KD 4.2 million, to KD
43.4 million versus KD 39.2 million for 2015, or
rose by 10.7 percent. Percentage of total

operational expenses to total operational
incomes scored 42 percent versus 42.9 per-
cent. Total provision for impairment increased
by KD 1.3 million to KD 16.4 million versus KD
15.1 million, or rose by 8.6 percent. This out-
come explains the rise in the net profit margin
to 40 percent versus 38.5 percent in 2015. 

The bank’s financial statements indicate
that total assets increased by about KD 348.9
million, or by 11.1 percent, and scored KD
3.482 billion versus KD 3.133 billion in the end
of 2015. Item of Islamic financing to cus-
tomers increased by KD 345 million, or by

15.9 percent, to KD 2.517 billion (72.3 percent
of total assets), compared with about KD
2.172 billion (69.3 percent of total assets) in
the end of 2015. Percentage of Islamic financ-
ing of customers divided by total deposits
scored 83.3 percent versus 78.1 percent. Item
of available for sale investments increased by
KD 34 million, or by 26.9 percent, and scored
KD 160.3 million (4.6 percent of total assets)
versus KD 126.3 million (4 percent of total
assets) in the end of 2015. While item of

deposits with other banks dropped by KD
186.2 million to KD 329 million compared
with KD 515.2 million. 

Figures indicate that the Bank’s liabilities
(without calculating total equity) increased by
KD 246.6 million and scored about KD 3.059
billion versus KD 2.812 billion in the end of
2015. Percentage of total liabilities to total
assets scored about 87.8 percent versus 89.8
percent in 2015. Results of analyzing the
financial statements indicate that all the
bank’s profitability indexes rose compared
with the end of 2015. The return on average
equities relevant to the bank shareholders
(ROE) increased to 12.4 percent versus 11.5
percent. Likewise, the return on average capi-
tal (ROC) increased to 19.5 percent versus
17.5 percent. 

The return on average assets (ROA) rose
slightly to 1.25 percent versus 1.22 percent.
(EPS) scored 17.8 fils versus 16.3 fils. (P/E)
scored 22.2 times, improved, compared with 27
times, as a result of earning per share increased
by about 9.3 percent above its level in 2015
against a drop in the share price by 10.2 per-
cent below its price on December 31, 2015.
(P/B) scored 2 times versus 2.8 times. The bank
announced intentions to distribute 6 percent
cash dividends, ie 6 fils per share, and 5 percent
as share dividends. This means the share has
achieved cash yield by 1.5 percent on the clos-
ing price recorded in the end of 2016 in the
amount of 395 fils per share. It is worth men-
tioning that cash distributions were 5 percent
and 5 percent share dividends in 2015. 

Warba Bank financial results
Warba Bank announced results of its oper-

ations for the year ending December 31, 2016
which indicate that the Bank’s profits -after
tax deduction- scored about KD 2.6 million,
compared with KD 1 million for 2015. The rise
in net profits is attributed to the increase in
total operating incomes by a higher value
than the increase in total operational expens-
es. The operational profits prior to deducting
total provision for impairment rose about KD
3.7 million, or by 90.3 percent. The following
graph displays development in the bank prof-
its during the period. 

In details, total operating incomes of the
bank increased by about KD 4.7 million and
scored KD 22.8 million versus KD 18.1 million

for 2015. This resulted from the rise in net
financing incomes by KD 4.4 million to KD 16.4
million versus KD 12 million. Likewise, item of
net investments incomes rose by KD 656 thou-
sand and scored KD 4.3 million versus KD 3.7
million. While the item of incomes from net fees
and commissions decreased by KD 537 thou-
sand to KD 1.6 million versus KD 2.1 million. 

Total operating expenses increased by less
value than the rise in total operating incomes
and scored about KD 1 million to KD 15 mil-

lion versus KD 14 million. As all operational
expenses items increased. Percentage of total
operational expenses to total operational
incomes scored 65.8 percent versus 77.4 per-
cent in 2015. Total provisions for impairment
increased by KD 2.1 million, or by 68.5 per-
cent, to KD 5.1 million versus KD 3 million in
2015. This explains the rise in the net profit
margin to 11.3 percent versus 5.5 percent in
2015. The bank’s financial statements indicate
that total assets increased by about KD 350.9
million, or by 45.2 percent, and scored KD
1.127 billion compared with KD 776.1 million
in the end of 2015. Item of financing receiv-
ables increased by KD 284.1 million, or by 52.2
percent, to KD 827.9 million (73.5 percent of
total assets) vis-‡-vis KD 543.8 million (70.1
percent of total assets) in the end of 2015.
Percentage of financing receivables to total
deposits scored 80.8 percent versus 80.2 per-
cent. Item of deposits at banks increased by
KD 33.6 million, or by 25.2 percent, to KD
166.9 million (14.8 percent of total assets) vis-
‡-vis KD 133.4 million (17.2 percent of total
assets in 2015).  

Figures indicate that the Bank’s liabilities
(without calculating total equities) increased
by KD 348.4 million, or by 50.9 percent, to
about KD 1.032 billion compared with KD
683.8 million in the end of 2015. Percentage
of total liabilities to total assets scored about
91.6 percent versus 88.1 percent in 2015.
Results of analyzing financial statements indi-
cate that all the bank’s profitability indexes
rose in the end of 2016. The return on average
equity (ROE) increased to 2.8 percent versus
1.1 percent. Return on average capital (ROC)
increased to 2.6 percent versus 1 percent.
Likewise, the return on average. 

Weekly performance of Boursa Kuwait 
The performance of Boursa Kuwait for last

week was mixed compared to the previous
one, where the traded value index, the traded
volume index, and the number of transac-
tions index, showed a decrease, while the
general index showed an increase, AlShall
Index (value weighted) closed at 402.9 points
at the closing of last Thursday, showing an
increase of about 1.7 points or about 0.4 per-
cent compared with its level last week and it
increased by 39.9 points or about 11 percent
compared with the end of 2016. 

Kuwait population hits 4.411 million in 2016
Al-SHALL WEEKLY MARKET REPORT



KUWAIT: Malabar Gold & Diamonds, one
of the BIG 5 jewellery retailers globally
receives ‘Best Jewellery Brand Award’
from India Bullion and Jewellers
Association Ltd. (IBJA). Abdul Majeed,
Group Executive Director, Malabar Gold
& Diamonds received the award from
Mukesh Mehta, President - National,
India Bullion and Jewellers Association
in the presence of Shiras T.M, Head -
Supply Chain, MH, Rajesh Khosla,
Managing Director, MMTC Bank,
Chethan Thadeshwar, President, IBJA -
Mumbai,  Anil Kataria, President, IBJA -
Madhya Pradesh during India
International Bullion Summit (IIBS-4)
held in Mumbai recently. 

India Bullion and Jewellers Association
Ltd. (IBJA) was established in 1919, as a
result of the prevailing circumstances in
the market that warranted an association
with multi-faceted approach to the prob-
lems and challenges faced by the bullion
traders in a newly liberated India. IBJA
helps its members and the community at

large for the promotion & regulation of
Bullion trade, address disputes and arbi-
trations between dealers, provide a neu-
tral & correct platform for weighing pre-
cious metals acceptable to the trading
community, interact with different execu-

tive agencies, provide reliable & correct
reports of assaying of precious metals
acceptable to the parties involved

Malabar Gold & Diamonds is among
the few companies which are vertically
integrated comprising of bullion desk,

design centers, manufacturing, distribu-
tion, retail and after sale services. This
enables the retailer to offer its customers
products and services that unique and
offer unmatched value and quality. It
caters to a global audience supported by
a team consisting of 16 nationalities that
are proficient in 50+ different languages.
Malabar Gold & Diamonds successfully
manages multiple retail formats with
presence in high streets, reputed malls,
department stores and travel retail. 

Corporate Social Responsibility has
been the primary commitment of the
group since its inception and it still con-
tinues with a strong corporate social
responsibility scheme embedded in its
system, committed to make a difference
in human lives by focusing on 5 key areas
comprising of health, education, hous-
ing, environment and women empower-
ment. Over the years the initiatives has
helped to provide lifesaving drugs for
over 600,000 patients and over 10,000
homeless benefited from it till date. 

b u s i n e s s
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KUWAIT: The all-new 2017 Chevrolet Malibu
has remained an enduring classic among its
peers since it was introduced more than 50
years ago. Now, its 9th generation, the 2017
Malibu,  offers customers two power options -
a 2.5L and now and all-new 2.0L turbocharged
engine that is now available in Kuwait at any
of Chevrolet Alghanim Showrooms. The 2.0L
turbocharged engine delivers 250 tur-
bocharged horsepower (186 kW) and leads its
segment in fuel efficiency with 14.2 km/L. 

Stronger and lighter, the new Malibu deliv-
ers a more dynamically optimized ride and han-
dling, two aspects that are complemented by
the power and performance of the 250hp capa-
ble 2.0L turbo 4 cylinder engine. Acceleration
from standstill and while underway happen
effortlessly thanks to the 350Nm of torque,
majority of which are available early on in the
acceleration phase thanks to the powertrain’s
advanced turbo technology.

The Malibu 2.0T delivers this broad power

band for its drivers thanks to the power-dense
turbocharged four-cylinder engine. The twin-
scroll design of the turbo unit helps optimize
the usable power from the engine at low revo-
lutions and virtually eliminates any turbo lag.

The Malibu’s stylish exterior stands out with
details that subtly invoke its unexpected per-
formance, such as dual exhaust chrome tips,
as well as standard auto diming mirrors. The
turbocharged engine will be available in LT
and LTZ trim with 10 spoke alloy wheels in 17
and 18 inch rims.

Inside the 2017 Malibu, driver and passen-
gers are cosseted with comfortable cloth or
leather seating and segment leading cargo
space, cooled front seats as well as dual zone
climate control. Infotainment is also best in
class thanks to standard phone integration*
on the 8 inch screen available on the LT and
LTZ respectively. Additionally, Drivers can
spend more time with eyes on the road and
hands on the wheel thanks to Chevrolet’s

MyLink infotainment system which gives own-
ers a simple and intuitive interface to control
various elements including but not limited to
audio, navigation (if equipped), comfort set-
tings and more most of which are accessible
from the steering mounted buttons or voice
command. 

Malibu’s MyLink infotainment system gives
owners a smart and simple way to access
Apple CarPlay. Apple CarPlay takes the iPhone
features customers want to access while driv-
ing and puts them on the vehicle’s display in a
smart, simple manner. That allows drivers to
make calls, send and receive messages and lis-
ten to music right from the touchscreen or by
voice via Siri. Apple CarPlay supported apps
include Phone, Messages, Maps, Music and
compatible third-party apps. 

The Malibu 2.0T protects its passengers
thanks to a suite of available advanced active
and passive safety features at the heart of
which is a high-strength steel safety cage. The

2017 Malibu features a list of available preven-
tive safety features which include:

•  Front Pedestrian Alert that uses a for-
ward-looking camera to help avoid or reduce
the harm caused by crashes with pedestrians
ahead of the vehicle. The system can apply
automatic last-second braking

•  Lane Keep Assist with Lane Departure
Warning

•  Side Blind Zone Alert with Lane Change
Alert

•  New Forward Collision Alert with
Following Distance Indicator

•  Rear Cross Traffic Alert
•  Front and Rear Park Assist
•  Intellibeam, which automatically switches

the headlamps to high beam for better road
illumination and improved visibility

•  Adaptive Cruise Control with Front
Automatic Braking

•  Automatic Parking Assist
•  Speed limit readout on dashboard

Chevrolet customers will receive Chevrolet
Complete Care as standard. The comprehensive
aftersales package promises additional value
with competitive and transparent maintenance
pricing; one-hour servicing; two days advanced
booking; a regional three-year/100,000-km
warranty; and four years of regional 24x7 road-
side assistance. 

Chevrolet Care
All Chevrolet Alghanim customers will

receive the benefits of the Chevrolet Care
Program, which entails new levels of post-
sale support and trust. The Chevrolet Care is
an exceptional customer service that is based
on four main pillars: competitive and trans-
parent service costs (especially for four-wheel
drive vehicles), scheduled service appoint-
ment booking with same day delivery, quality
ser vice by cer tif ied technicians and
3yr/100,000km warranty with 24x7 roadside
assistance for 4 years.

Malibu delivers unexpected performance with 250hp

ABU DHABI: Linda Celestino, Etihad Airways’ Vice President Guest Experience (left), and Claire Burgess, Head of
Research, Consultancy and Training at Norland (right), surrounded by the latest group of graduating Flying
Nannies at the Etihad Airways Innovation Training Academy in Abu Dhabi.

KUWAIT: Etihad Airways has celebrat-
ed the graduation of its 2000th Flying
Nanny, continuing its relationship with
Norland, the respected UK-based
higher education college which spe-
cialises in ‘early years’ education. 

This Norland approved training
ensures that Etihad Airways’ highly
trained cabin crew members who
transfer to become Flying Nannies,
can combine their service and hospi-
tality expertise with an appreciation of
the childcare skills required to ensure
outstanding service and inflight care

for the airline’s younger guests. The
bespoke training program, devised by
Norland specifically for the Etihad
Airways Training Academy, provides
cabin crew with the skills to support
families on longhaul flights. 

Linda Celestino, Etihad Airways’
Vice President Guest Experience, said:
“Flying with a young family can be
daunting, even for our most experi-
enced guests, and the Flying Nanny
role demonstrates our understanding
of their needs and our unwavering
commitment to making the journey as

relaxing, entertaining and comfortable
as possible - for both parent and child.”

Flying Nannies were introduced by
Etihad Airways in September 2013,
and are onboard to provide an extra
pair of hands and to allow parents
more personal time while they enter-
tain the children. 

Claire Burgess, Head of Research,
Consultancy and Training at Norland,
who has been delivering the training
at Etihad Airways’ headquarters since
the Flying Nanny initiative began,
commented: “This milestone reflects
how successful the Flying Nanny pro-
gram has been for Etihad Airways, and
it proves that Norland’s expertise con-
tinues to make a positive impact on
the passenger experience.”

In September 2016, the airline intro-
duced a new Flying Nanny Kit as part of
a new range of ‘Etihad Explorers’ chil-
dren’s activity packs, to keep its
younger guests occupied while
onboard. The kit promotes greater
interaction between nanny and child
and contains an extensive range of fun
items including Origami, games, pom-
poms, flight certificates, tools for magic
tricks and face-painting, and a ‘Flying
Nanny stamp of approval’ which the
nanny can use to reward children dur-
ing their in-flight activities.

Etihad Airways, Norland celebrate 
graduation of 2000th Flying Nanny

KUWAIT: Yusuf A Alghanim & Sons Automotive (Chevrolet
Alghanim), the exclusive distributor of Chevrolet vehicles
in Kuwait, launched new exclusive and limited offers on its
power vehicles, the 2017 model year Tahoe and Silverado,
giving customers the opportunity to own any of them at
an attractive and valuable offer..

With less than a week until the offer ends, new Tahoe
owners will receive a free one-year comprehensive insur-
ance as well as KD1,000 to be redeemed in accessories, a
service package for up to five years, or an additional
amount on the trade-in value for their used cars. 

New owners of a Silverado 2017 will receive an amaz-
ing accessories package that includes  an Android 10.1”
screen, front and back bumper paint, sidesteps, window
film, and bed liner coating. 

The limited offer enables customers to take advantage
of the solid performance of the Tahoe and Silverado, giv-
ing them worth their money and much more, durability,
efficiency and comfort. 

The Chevrolet Tahoe is known to empower drivers with
an exhilarating performance, thanks to its V8 5.3L engine
with 355 horsepower (one of the most powerful engine in
its segment) but also with an exceptional sense of comfort
and the liberty that reflect its unique lifestyle with cus-
tomizable accessories. The Tahoe boasts a better fuel
economy than any full-size SUV in the industry and incor-
porates new safety technologies that contribute to a 360-
degree of occupant protection and comfort. With its sleek
exterior lines that combines its sheer power with elegant
presence, the interior and performance aspects accom-
plish the same harmony in parallel. The Tahoe is also
equipped with the award-winning MyLink Infotainment

system that includes voice and radio controls, which are
fully integrated and operable from the 8-inch full-color
touchscreen on the center console.

As for truck fans, meanwhile, can conquer the harshest
terrains using the unbelievable capabilities of the new
2017 Silverado, which elevates its lineup legacy through a
bolder, more sculpted look that reflects its strength and
dependability. The front end is engineered to improve air-
flow for more efficient engine cooling, while the roof and
tailgate spoiler were shaped to smooth airflow over the
truck for reduced drag. Coupled with available features
such LED foglamps and 17-inch aluminum wheels. A true
icon of desert domination, it also boasts technological
breakthroughs push the limits on what a truck should be
by offering 8-inch Chevrolet MyLink touchscreen display
and rear view camera.

Chevrolet Care
All customers who purchase a Chevrolet from Yusuf A.

Alghanim & Sons will receive the benefits of the Chevrolet
Care Program, which entails new levels of post-sale sup-
port and trust. The Chevrolet Care is an exceptional cus-
tomer service that is based on four main pillars: competi-
tive and transparent service costs (especially for four-
wheel drive vehicles), scheduled service appointment
booking with same day delivery, quality service by certi-
fied technicians and 3yr/100,000km warranty with 24x7
roadside assistance for 4 years. Customers can take advan-
tage of the limited offer to own the car of their dreams by
visiting any of Chevrolet Alghanim showrooms at the fol-
lowing locations: Shuwaikh, Al-Rai (Safat Alghanim),
Sharq, Fahaheel and Ahmadi.

Chevrolet Alghanim launches limited time
offers on Tahoe and Silverado until Mar 31

ABU DHABI: Linda Celestino, Etihad Airways’ Vice President Guest Experience
(right), presents the airline’s 2000th graduating Flying Nanny, Isabel Moya
Guzman from Spain (left), with a certificate marking the occasion.

ABK announces winners of 46th
‘Double Your Salary’ draws

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) held its 46th ‘Double Your
Salary’ weekly draw on 13th March, 2017 at the Bank’s Head
Office in the presence of a representative from the Ministry of
Commerce, announcing the names of the winners for this week.
The promotion includes weekly draws, with two winners per
draw. The campaign will run until 27th June, 2017.

The winners this week are:
• Nmair Kadhem Al-
Quraini, Jabriya Branch
• Meshal Hakam Jamaan,
Galleria Complex Branch

New customers who
transfer their salary to
ABK receive KD 100 and
will  automatically be
entered into the weekly
draws to double their
salaries. Existing cus-
tomers who are already
transferring their salary
to ABK are entered into a
separate draw. 

Malabar Gold & Diamonds gets ‘Best Jewellery Brand Award’ 



t e c h n o l o g y
SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2017

SAN FRANCISCO: The owner of a com-
pany that supplied foreign workers to
San Francisco Bay Area technology com-
panies is facing visa fraud charges after
filing fake documents to bring people to
the United States, the US Attorney’s
Office announced Friday. A federal grand
jury indicted Jayavel Murugan, CEO of
Dynasoft Synergy, Inc., and a second
man, Syed Nawaz, on Thursday on
charges including conspiracy to commit
visa fraud. 

The men obtained H-1B visas for more
than a dozen people by claiming the work-

ers had jobs at Stanford University, Cisco
Systems and Brocade Communications
Systems, according to the indictment. No
such jobs existed, but Dynasoft could use
the fraudulently obtained H1B visas to get
the workers to the US, where it could place
them with other companies and profit,
prosecutors said. Bala Murali, Dynasoft’s
chief operating officer, said Nawaz was not
available. Murugan said he did not know
about the indictment and was “shocked.”
He said he needed to consult with his
attorney and did not immediately have
additional comment.—AP

Owner of Silicon Valley staffing 
firm charged in visa fraud

BEIJING: A Beijing court has overturned
a ruling that Apple’s iPhone 6 violated a
Chinese manufacturer’s patent which saw
the US tech giant ordered to cease selling
the smartphone in China. In May last year
the Beijing intellectual property bureau
had ruled that Apple violated design
patents of Chinese maker Shenzhen Baili
with its iPhone6 and iPhone 6 Plus, and
would be barred from selling those mod-
els. Sales however were not suspended
while Apple appealed against the admin-
istrative order.

The Intellectual Property Court in
Beijing on Friday ruled in favor of the
California-based firm. The court “quashes
the decision of the bureau” and “recog-
nizes that Apple ... has not infringed the
design patent filed by the company
Shenzhen Baili”, according to the verdict
reported by the state judicial daily Renmin
Fayuan Ribao. The intellectual property
bureau, an administrative body of Beijing
municipality, had ruled that the two Apple
phones infringed a Baili design patent.

It had accused the US firm of having
“copied” the exterior design of Baili’s 100C
smartphone, which is characterized by a
curved edge and rounded corners. But the
Beijing court ruled that the iPhone 6 had
features that “completely change the
effect of the entire product ... and both

phones are easily distinguishable in the
eyes of consumers,” finding Baili’s claim
was without legal basis. When it took on
Apple in December 2014, Bail i  was a
promising electronics firm, backed by
internet giant Baidu and eager to tap the
telecoms boom.

But since then the company has col-
lapsed, hit by public criticism of its prod-
ucts seen as poor quality and more so by
China’s ultra-competitive smartphone
market which has seen many start-ups go
under.  Even Apple is under pressure.
While China,  along with Hong Kong,
Macau and Taiwan, remains its second
largest  market after  the US,  the
Cuper tino-based company saw its
turnover in this “Greater China” region fall
12 percent in the last quarter of 2016.

Apple’s market share has plummeted in
mainland China, falling behind local com-
petitors such as telecoms giant Huawei,
newcomers Oppo and Vivo, and “internet
of things” pioneer Xiaomi.  Apple has
already had intellectual property prob-
lems in China. In May 2016 a maker of
“iphone” branded leather goods won a
lawsuit filed by Apple as the court ruled
Xintong Tiandi had registered the word as
a trademark in 2007, while Apple smart-
phones did not officially go on sale in
China until 2009. —AFP

China win for Apple as court 
overturns iPhone ruling

HONG KONG: Renowned physicist
Stephen Hawking has spoken to a
Hong Kong audience by hologram,
showcasing the growing reach of a
technology which is making inroads
into politics, entertainment and busi-
ness. The British scientist appeared
Friday before an audience of hun-
dreds who cheered and snapped pic-
tures with their phones as he dis-
cussed his  career  and answered
questions about the possibility of life
on other planets, the use of technol-
ogy in education and the impact of
Brexit on Britain.

The 75-year-old said the election of
US President Donald Trump was one
in a string of “right-wing successes”
that would have grave implications for
the future of scientific innovation and
discovery. “With Brexit and Trump... we
are witnessing a global revolt against
experts,” he said, making his first
appearance in Hong Kong since 2006.
The swing to the right has come at a
time when the world is facing multi-
ple environmental crises, from global

warming to deforestation, he added.
“The answers to these problems

will come from science and technolo-
gy,” he said. Hawking suffers from
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), a
form of motor neuron disease that
attacks the nerves controlling volun-
tary movement, leaving him paralyzed
and able to communicate only via a
computer speech synthesizer.

The event was organized by
Chinese gaming company NetDragon
Websoft, in partnership with ARHT
Media, which creates digital human
holograms of celebrities including
spiritual guru Deepak Chopra, motiva-
tional speaker Tony Robbins and slain
rapper The Notorious B.I.G. The tech-
nology which allows a human being
to appear and interact with audiences
in multiple locations simultaneously is
gradually expanding its presence.
French far-left candidate Jean-Luc
Melenchon appeared to supporters by
hologram last month in a technologi-
cal first for a presidential campaign in
France. —AFP

Stephen Hawking appears as hologram in Hong Kong

SAN FRANCISCO: An advertising
boycott of YouTube is broaden-
ing, a sign that big-spending
companies doubt Google’s abili-
ty to prevent marketing cam-
paigns from appearing alongside
repugnant videos. PepsiCo, Wal-
Mart Stores and Starbucks on
Friday confirmed that they have
also suspended their advertising
on YouTube after the Wall Street
Journal found Google’s automat-
ed programs placed their brands
on five videos containing racist
content. AT&T, Verizon, Johnson
and Johnson, Volkswagen and
several other companies pulled
ads earlier this week.

The defections are continuing
even after Google apologized for
tainting brands and outlined
steps to ensure ads don’t appear
alongside unsavory videos. It’s
not an easy problem to fix, even
for a company with the brain-
power that Google has drawn
upon to build a search engine
that billions trust to find the
information they want in a mat-
ter of seconds. Google depends
mostly on automated programs
to place ads in YouTube videos
because the job is too much for
humans to handle on their own.
About 400 hours of video is now
posted on YouTube each minute.

The company has pledged to
hire more people to review
videos and develop even more
sophisticated programs to teach
its computers to figure out
which clips would be considered
to be too despicable for advertis-
ing. Contacted Friday, Google
stood by its earlier promise, sig-
naling the company’s confidence
that it will be able to placate
advertisers. As part of that effort,

Google intends to block more
objectionable videos from ever
being posted on YouTube - an
effort that could spur complaints
about censorship.

Laser-focused 
Some outraged advertisers

are making it clear that they
won’t return to YouTube until
they are certain Google has the
situation under control. “ The
content with which we are being
associated is appalling and com-
pletely against our company val-
ues,” Wal-Mart said in a Friday
statement. Besides suspending
their spending on YouTube, Wal-
Mart, PepsiCo and several other
companies have said they will

stop buying ads that Google
places on more than two million
other thirdparty websites.

If Google can’t lure back adver-
tisers, it could result in a loss of
hundreds of millions of dollars in
revenue. Most analysts, though,
doubt the ad boycott will seriously
hurt Google’s corporate parent,
Alphabet Inc. Although they have
been growing rapidly, YouTube’s
ads still only represent a relatively
small financial piece of Alphabet,
whose revenue totaled $73.5 bil-
lion last year after subtracting
commissions paid to Google’s part-
ners. YouTube accounted for $5.6
billion, or nearly 8 percent, of that
total, based on estimates from the
research firm eMarketer Inc.

At most, RBC Capital Markets
analyst Mark Mahaney said he
expects the YouTube ad boycott
to trim Alphabet’s net revenue
by about 2 percent this year.
Moody’s Investor Service predict-
ed the backlash won’t last long
because Google is “laser-
focused” on cleaning things up
on YouTube. 

Alphabet’s stock price has fall-
en nearly 4 percent since the
boycott began last week after an
investigation by The Times in
London revealed the ads of
major brands were appearing in
YouTube videos delving into
contentious themes. The shares
fell $4.51 to close at $835.14
Friday.—AP

More big brands pull ads from 
YouTube in widening boycott
Google depends on automated programs to place ads

LOS ANGELES: This file photo shows the YouTube website in Los Angeles. —AP

DUBAI: Cisco has won the ‘Unified
Communications Vendor of the Year’ award at
the 13th Network Middle East Innovation
Awards 2017, which was held recently in
Dubai. Cisco was recognized for its innova-
tion, key regional implementations and con-
tinued commitment to its customers and
partners in providing only the best-of-breed
Unified Communications (UC) and
Collaboration solutions, expertise, and cus-
tomer service and support.

Speaking on their win, Ahmad Zureiki,
Collaboration Lead, Cisco Middle East said,
“Today, technologies are improving so quickly
and in so many ways, that organizations have
an exceptional opportunity to build more effi-
cient processes, foster deeper collaboration
and transform the way they work overall. At
Cisco, we are focused on helping our cus-
tomers’ future-proof their business, so they
can take advantage of all that innovation. Our
latest Collaboration and UC solutions have
been designed specifically with the goal of
making it easier for our customers’ teams to
instantly connect communicate and collabo-
rate - so people can respond faster and make
decisions more quickly.”

“We are honored to be chosen as the
‘Unified Communications vendor of the year’
by Network Middle East magazine, which is
recognition of our best-of-breed UC and
Collaboration solutions portfolio and our
team’s hard work and dedication towards our
customers and partners in the region in pro-
viding the best service, expertise and support.
We would like to thank the panel of judges
and the editors of ITP Publishing for recogniz-
ing our efforts and our customers and part-

ners for placing their trust in us.” Cisco offers a
full suite of integrated on-premises and
cloud-based UC and collaboration applica-
tions and services. The solution is based on
Cisco Unified Communications Manager and
brings together voice, video, telepresence,
messaging, presence and conferencing. Cisco
UC is an attractive solution for midsize, large
and multinational corporations requiring

strong voice, video or conferencing capabili-
ties. It is also attractive to enterprises that
require full UC client support on leading
mobile platforms, including Apple, and those
that wish to leverage Cisco’s networking infra-
structure. Cisco also provides a full range of
endpoints, including phones, desktop collab-
oration endpoints, room systems and immer-

sive solutions, as well as Cisco Jabber, its
mobile and desktop client. 

“Cisco’s vision is to deliver a single seam-
less collaboration experience that spans all
communication modes from any device on
premises, from the cloud or hybrid by seam-
lessly connecting both cloud and premises
together. Our UC and collaboration solutions
include next-generation features and capabil-
ities that can significantly reduce an organiza-
tion’s total cost of ownership. We provide cus-
tomers with a sophisticated collaboration and
communication experience that corporate IT
and business expects, while also offering the
same intuitiveness and simplicity found in
easy-to-use software-based consumer com-
munication tools,” added Ahmad Zureiki.

Cisco has been positioned as a leader in
Gartner’s 2016 Magic Quadrants for Unified
Communications, contact center infrastruc-
ture, web conferencing and group video sys-
tems. This leadership placement confirms both
the strength of Cisco’s current portfolio, which
delivers the best collaboration products and
solutions on the market, as well as its vision to
bring all communication modes together for
amazing experiences on any device.

The Network Middle East Innovation
Awards 2017 celebrated the achievements of
networking professionals, service providers
and vendors who have worked on the most
challenging projects and implementations
in the region over the last  12 months.
Product innovation, quality service, cus-
tomer deployments and commitment to the
region were the criteria set for Cisco winning
the ‘Unified Communications Vendor of the
year’ award category. 

Cisco Wins Unified Communications 
Vendor of the Year

HONG KONG: In this picture, renowned physicist Stephen Hawking, 75, speaks to an audience by hologram (L)
in Hong Kong, beamed live from his office in Cambridge, England. —AFP

Ahmad Zureiki, Cisco 
ME Collaboration Lead

SCOTLAND: Ravinder Dahiya of the University of Glasgow’s School of
Engineering poses with the prosthetic hand developed by his team at
Glasgow University, Scotland, Britain. —Reuters

NEW YORK: Scientists have found a way to
power an experimental kind of electronic
skin using solar energy in a further step
towards the development of prosthetic
limbs or robots with a sense of touch. Teams
around the world are working to develop
flexible versions of synthetic skin that can
feel by mimicking the different kinds of sen-
sory receptors found in human skin.

Powering such systems is a challenge,
but now researchers at the University of
Glasgow’s School of Engineering have
developed a way to use graphene, an ultra-
thin form of carbon, to generate electricity
via solar power. Graphene, which is just one
atom thick, is strong, highly flexible, electri-
cally conductive and transparent, making it
ideal for gathering the sun’s energy to gen-
erate power, the scientists said on Thursday.

Smart prosthetic hands, in particular, can
already reproduce many mechanical prop-
erties of human limbs and giving them a
skin-like sense of touch would make them
even more useful for amputees. Touch-sen-
sitive electronic skin could also be used in
robots to enhance performance and help
the machines detect potential dangers
when interacting with humans.

Ravinder Dahiya and his team
described how they had integrated power-
generating photovoltaic cells into their
electronic skin in the journal Advanced
Functional Materials. 

The next goal is to use the same tech-
nology to power the motors need to drive a
prosthetic hand. “This could allow the cre-
ation of an entirely energy-autonomous
prosthetic limb,” Dahiya said.—Reuters

Scientists use graphene to power 
electronic skin that can feel



HEALTH & SCIENCE
SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2017

CINCINNATI: In this, photo provided by the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical
Garden, Wendy Rice, the zoo’s head keeper of Africa, feeds a bottle to a baby
Nile hippopotamus born prematurely in January and named Fiona, in the
hippo’s enclosure at the zoo in Cincinnati. —AP

CINCINNATI: The Cincinnati Zoo says its
premature baby hippo, Fiona, is getting
more independent and now tops 100
pounds, meaning her days of napping
on her human caretakers’ laps are dwin-
dling. She was born at the zoo in
January and weighed just 29 pounds, far
below the typical weight. The zoo says
caretakers raising Fiona are beginning to
scale back their time with her, leaving

her alone for a few hours at night.  It’s
the beginning of a transition in how
much contact they have as they move
toward eventually integrating her into a
group of hippos with her parents. They
say hippos can grow to be 3,000 pounds
and are very dangerous, so at some
point caretakers will begin interacting
with her only from behind a protective
barrier.—AP

Zoo plan for baby hippo: More 

independence, nix lap naps

BEIJING: A Chinese real estate invest-
ment firm has announced it has become
the largest shareholder in SeaWorld and
intends to import the US company’s con-

troversial theme parks into China. The
Zhonghong Zhuoye group said in  a
statement released Friday night it will
buy a 21 per cent stake in SeaWorld

Entertainment, whose shows featuring
killer whales have been slammed by ani-
mal rights groups.

The Chinese firm bought its stake

from Blackstone at a price of $23 per
share, with the transaction expected to
be worth approximately $430 million.
The purchase, which is expected to be
finalised in the second quarter, will make
Zhonghong the largest shareholder in
SeaWorld, with the possibility of raising
its stake to 24.9 per cent.  The deal will
provide Zhonghong with exclusive rights
to develop theme parks in mainland
China, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao,
SeaWorld said in a separate statement. 

“ We are delighted to engage with
SeaWorld to bring this iconic, world-class
family entertainment brand to China,”
said Yoshikazu Maruyama, President of
US Operations at Zhonghong, said in the
statement. “Zhonghong Group is making
a significant, long-term investment in
SeaWorld, reflecting their appreciation of
the strength of our brand, our potential
to grow the company and a shared com-
mitment to protect wildlife and the envi-
ronment,” said SeaWorld CEO Joel Manby. 

Founded in 1959,  SeaWorld
Entertainment is the operator of twelve
parks across the United States, including
three amusement parks called SeaWorld
dedicated to marine attractions, with
killer whale and dolphin shows. But their
reputation has been tainted by several

scandals and by the fierce opposition of
environmental organizations. In 2010, a
k i l ler  whale grabbed the ponytail  of
Dawn Brancheau, a SeaWorld trainer, and
dragged her underwater to her death in
front of horrified onlookers at the end of
a show at SeaWorld Orlando.

The whale,  nicknamed “ Ti l ly,” was
involved in the death of a par t-t ime
trainer at the Sealand of the Pacific facili-
ty in Canada in 1991 and that of a man
who died in 1999 after he sneaked into
SeaWorld to swim with the mammals
after the park closed. CNN featured Tilly
in a 2013 documentary, “Blackfish”, that
covered those fatalities and also sought
to show the impact of captivity on these
giant sea creatures.

Animal  r ights groups charge that
killer whales were kept in tanks that are
too small, fed improper diets and forced
to perform tricks. The group prides itself
on having “saved more than 29,000 ani-
mals in distress over the last fifty years”
and having “sensitized” 400 million visi-
tors to killer whales. However, under
public pressure, SeaWorld last March
announced it would stop breeding killer
whales, and would no longer keep any of
them in captivity after its current genera-
tion dies.—AFP

SeaWorld to expand in China after investment deal

DOUMA, Syria: The wail sliced
through the stuffy underground
medical centre in a besieged town
near the Syrian capital. Dania, 14,
was writhing in pain ahead of her
first ever dialysis session. She was
one of dozens of patients being
treated for renal insufficiency inside
a basement-turned-clinic in
Douma, the largest town in the
Eastern Ghouta rebel bastion near

Damascus. “It’s a good thing she
came in today. I ’ve never seen
results this high in my life,” kidney
specialist Mohammad Sadeq told
Dania’s mother solemnly as she
wiped tears from her teenage
daughter’s face.

Renal insufficiency limits the
kidney’s ability to filter waste out of
the bloodstream or regulate hor-
mones, and is typically treated with
several dialysis sessions per week.
For residents of Douma, encircled
by government forces since 2012
and without humanitarian aid
deliveries since October, the condi-

tion is becoming increasingly dead-
ly. Last month in Douma, kidney
failure killed three people. The
same number lost their lives to the
condition in the whole of 2016.

“Because of the lack of supplies,
our patients have to have fewer ses-
sions,” said Sadeq, whose centre is
the only place offering dialysis in all
of Eastern Ghouta. “Each patient
used to have two to three sessions

per week. Then it became one a
week. And with the delay in receiv-
ing the necessary supplies, we were
forced to decrease it to one session
every 10 days,” he said. “We could
save lives if we just had the material.”

Tell me RIP   
The centre was founded in 2013

with seven dialysis machines, medi-
cine, and other equipment recov-
ered from previously state-run clin-
ics nearby. Each dialysis session
requires needles, membranes, and
special cleaning serum, but
patients also take vitamins, hor-

mones, and blood pressure medica-
tion between sessions. When the
Douma siege began in 2012, the
centre began relying exclusively on
equipment and medicine delivered
on a fairly regular basis by the
United Nations and the
International Committee for the
Red Cross.

But that all stopped in October
when government forces tight-

ened their encirclement. Since
then, only a single life-saving deliv-
ery of “250 dialysis sessions” from
the Red Crescent-enough to last
the centre for a month-made it
through on March 9. “If Dania had
come in three days earlier (before
the one-off delivery), I wouldn’t
have been able to do anything for
her,” Sadeq said. “ That delivery
saved that child’s life.” The benefits
of the new materials, however, will
be short-lived.

Khayriyah, 58, stared in disbelief
at Sadeq when he told her that he
could not accommodate her for

another dialysis session before next
week. “Next week? But I’m so tired,”
she told him. “This is all we can do.
The supplies that came in won’t last
us any more than that,” he respond-
ed. “Well, if you don’t see me then,
make sure to tell  me to ‘rest in
peace’,” she quipped.

The centre or the grave   
Mona, 30, has been a regular

patient at the centre since it
opened, and the shortages have hit
her hard. “If tomorrow there are no
more supplies, I don’t know what
I’ll do,” she said, brushing away a
tear without pausing. “The dose
we’re currently taking is so low
that I can’t even stand up on my
own two feet,” she said. Because of
the siege, the hormones and other
medication Mona is meant to take
between her sessions are nearly
impossible to find or too expen-
sive to afford.

Hundreds of thousands are liv-
ing under total siege across Syria,
with millions more trapped in what
the United Nations dubs “hard-to-
reach” areas. Most are encircled by
Syrian government troops and
allied militia, but rebels and the
Islamic State group also use the
brutal tactic. Mohammad, 47, has
been living with renal insufficiency
for 12 years, but the tightening
siege means he is now gripped
with anxiety over whether he will
have be able to access dialysis or
find the pills he needs.

“The supplies are our soul-with-
out this medicine, we can’t live,” said
the father of five. As their situation
becomes increasingly dire, Douma
residents with kidney conditions
say the centre is their only hope. 

Waleed al-Shammaa, 65, said
his kidney condition has wors-
ened because of rising blood pres-
sure-a direct consequence of the
stress of survival in Syria’s devas-
tating six-year war.  “Since the
Syrian uprising started, our lives
have been tied to this machine. If
the dialysis stops, so do our lives,”
Shammaa said, pointing to the
humming machine cleaning his
blood. “ This centre is  the only
thing we’ve got. It’s either the dial-
ysis centre or the grave.” —AFP

Dialysis supplies dwindle 

for besieged Syrians
‘Without this medicine, we can’t live’

SYRIA: Syrian medics tend to an injured man following a reported air strike in the northwestern
city of Idlib. —AFP

DUJIANGYAN, China: American-born giant panda Bao
Bao made her first appearance Friday before the public
in southwestern China following her move there from
Washington, DC. Bao Bao was born at the National Zoo
in Washington to pandas on loan from China. Under
the standard loan agreement, such panda cubs must
be returned to China before they are 4 years old, the
earliest age at which they might begin breeding.

The 3-year-old Bao Bao explored her spacious new
enclosure at the panda breeding base in the city of
Dujiangyan, which features both indoor and outdoor
play areas. Keepers have been helping her adapt to local
bamboo and Chinese steamed bread made from corn,
soybeans, rice and eggs. She is the 11th panda to be
born overseas and returned to China. Bao Bao, whose
name means “precious” or “treasure,” underwent a month
long quarantine at the Dujiangyan base, where keepers
monitored her activities and health by checking her
blood and feces.

Because she does not understand commands in
Chinese, she is being looked after for a time by an
English-speaking keeper. Giant pandas, China’s unofficial
national mascot, live mainly in the mountains of Sichuan,
with some also found in neighboring Gansu and Shaanxi
provinces. They have long been considered one of the
world’s most endangered animals, with an estimated
1,864 living in the wild and 200 in captivity.—AP

US-born panda Bao Bao makes 

first public appearance in China

CHILE: Handout picture released by the Chilean Army showing soldiers watching a 15-metre long dead whale
washed ashore in Pelluhue, Maule Region, Chile. —AFP

MEXICO CITY: Mexican poachers are
using go-fast boats, leading authorities
trying to protect an endangered por-
poise on 50-mile chases and parking
pickup trucks on beaches to load boats
and escape quickly. Mexico’s environ-
ment department revealed some of
the poachers’ risky tactics Thursday,
describing a chase earlier this week in
which authorities detected a boat
apparently fishing for Totoaba in an
area where gill net fishing is banned to
protect the vaquita marina porpoise.

However, the crew escaped after
leading a Navy boat on a 54-mile
chase. The truck they were planning to
use to haul their boat away got stuck in
the rising tide. The totoaba is prized in
China for its swim bladder, but by-
catch includes vaquitas, of which fewer
than 30 remain. The department said
that over the last two years, it had
seized 182 such open boats in the area,
as well as 15 small trawlers and 40
vehicles in raids against illegal fishing
in the upper Gulf.

It said that while small boats are
usually limited to using 100-horsepow-
er motors in the area, the poachers are
using motors of over 200 horsepower.
The totoaba trade is highly lucrative,

with thousands of dollars paid on the
black market for a couple of pounds
(kilogram) of bladders. The poachers’
dangerous tactics have been seen
before on videos filmed from shore but
whose authenticity could not be inde-
pendently verified.

One such video shows an escape like
the one described by authorities, in
which a patrol boat is seen chasing a
small fishing craft. The small boat literally
runs at full speed onto a boat trailer
attached to a pickup waiting in the surf,
and the pickup speeds off, up to its wheel
wells in water. The tactics illustrate the
difficulties authorities face in patrolling
the Gulf, also known as the Sea of Cortez,
the only place the vaquita lives.

Despite the ban, over 900 illegal
nets and lines have been found in the
area and removed over the last two
years, and 174 people have been
charged with illegal fishing. A force of
about 350 inspectors and military per-
sonal, 19 vessels, aircraft and a drone
system are being used to enforce the
fishing bans. But the effort is an uphill
battle. Authorities reported Monday
they found another dead vaquita in
the Gulf,  with wounds apparently
made by humans.—AP

Mexico poachers’ go-fast 

boats endangering porpoises

SICHUAN: Workers transfer the giant panda Bao Bao to its new home at the pan-
da research base in Dujiangyan in southwest China’s Sichuan province. —AP
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MUNICH: Two lions are pictured as they play at the zoo of Hellabrunn in Munich, southern Germany. —AFP

PARIS: Men unable to have an erection
after prostate surgery enjoyed normal
intercourse thanks to stem cell therapy,
scientists are to report yesterday at a
medical conference in London. In first-
phase clinical trials, eight out of 15 con-
tinent men suffering from erectile dys-
function had sex six months after the
one-time treatment, without recourse
to drugs or penile implants. The posi-
tive result showed no signs of flagging
during a subsequent year-long moni-
toring period.   

“As far as we know, this is the first
time that a human study with a 12-
month follow up shows that the treat-
ment is lasting and safe,” said Lars Lund,
a professor at Odense University
Hospital in Denmark who took part in
the trials. “That is much better than tak-
ing a pill every time you want to have
intercourse,” he said.

The results were promising enough
to convince Danish health authorities
to authorize so-called phase III “double-
blind” randomized trials in which one
group of men is given stem cell therapy

and another placebos. Only men recov-
ering from prostate cancer and able to
control their bladders will be enrolled
in the new experiments, Lund
explained by phone.

All-purpose stem cells    
To perform the procedure, doctors

remove fat cells from a patient’s
abdomen via liposuction. The cells
undergo a brief treatment and emerge
as all-purpose stem cells, meaning they
can mutate into almost any specialized
cell in the body. “We do not cultivate
the cells or change them in any way,”
said Lund’s colleague Martha Haahr,
head researcher and lead author of a
study detailing preliminary results,
published last year in EBioMedicine.
The stem cells are then injected with a
syringe into the penis, where they
spontaneously begin to change in to
nerve and muscle cells, as well as the
endothelial cells that line blood vessels.

Men are under general anaesthesia
while all of this happens, and are dis-
charged from hospital the same day.

Prostate surgery is responsible for
about 13 percent of erectile dysfunc-
tion cases. Up to 80 percent of men
experience difficulty having sex imme-
diately after an operation, previous
research has shown. Diabetes accounts
for 40 percent of erectile dysfunction
cases, and vascular disease another 30
percent. Men with diabetes would be
the next target group for clinical trials,
Lund said.

The results reported at the
European Association of Urology con-
ference could be an effective “thera-
peutic option for patients suffering
erectile dysfunction from other caus-
es,” Haahr said. It is estimated that
nearly half of men between the ages
of 40 and 70 experience erectile dys-
function to some degree. The global
market for drugs treating the disorder
is expected to top $3.4 billion (3.15 bil-
lion euros) by 2019. Failure to perform
sexually can also, in some men, result
from relationship problems, perform-
ance anxiety or repressed homosexu-
ality, Haahr said.—AFP

Stem cell therapy helps some 
men with erectile dysfunction

SEATTLE: When the mighty orca breaks
to the surface and exhales, the whale
sprays an array of bacteria and fungi in its
his breath, scientists said, some good,
and some bad such as salmonella. The
findings in a new study raises concerns
about the potential role of infectious dis-
eases as another major stress factor for
the struggling population of endangered
Puget Sound orcas. Those orcas’ breath
samples revealed microbes capable of
causing diseases. 

Some were resistant to multiple antibi-
otics frequently used by people and ani-
mals, suggesting human waste contami-
nating the marine environment, according
to a study published online Friday in the
journal Scientific Reports. Scientists fol-
lowed the whales as they swam in
Washington state waters and waited for
them to surface and exhale. The
researchers on boats would swing a 25-
foot long pole with several petri dishes
above an orca’s blowhole, capturing the
droplets that sprayed out.

Using those unique breath samples
captured over a four-year period, the study
identifies an array of bacteria and fungi
contained in the exhaled breath of the
small, distinct population of southern resi-
dent killer whales of the northeast Pacific
Ocean. The number of Puget Sound orcas
has fluctuated in recent decades as they
have faced threats from lack of prey, pollu-
tion and noise disturbance from vessels.
The orcas were listed as endangered in
2005, and now number 78.

Scientists also found healthy bacteria
in the breath samples but also worrisome
drug-resistant ones such as salmonella
and Staphylococcus aureus. The whales
swim through urbanized waterways and
encounter a number of environmental
stressors caused by humans, including
everything from what gets flushed down
toilets to agricultural runoff. “They’re
recruiting the bacteria in their habitats,”
said Stephen Raverty, the study’s lead
author who is a veterinary pathologist
with British Columbia Ministry of
Agriculture, Animal Health Centre in
Abbotsford.

Orcas with weak immune responses

can be more susceptible to bacteria result-
ing in respiratory disease. “These animals
are subject to many stressors, which
reduce the competence of their immune
systems,” said marine mammal veterinari-
an Pete Schroeder, co-author of the paper.
It’s the first such study to provide a snap-
shot of the pathogen burden of this
endangered population. It will also help
scientists develop a baseline to compare
changes to the whales’ respiratory condi-
tions over time.

Unique markings 
Scientists collected 26 breath samples

from whales around San Juan Island and
compared them to seawater samples col-
lected from the millimeter-thick layer on
the surface of Puget Sound. When the

whales break through the surface of the
water, they take in the contaminants and
other microorganisms in that sea layer.
Pathogens and antibiotic-resistant bacteri-
al strains were found in both the breath
samples and seawater.

Scientists don’t know enough to say
how harmful the microbes are to the
orcas. “Because you find a potential
pathogen, it doesn’t mean the animal is
necessarily sick. It might be something
normal,” said Linda Rhodes, supervisory
research microbiologist with the
Northwest Fisheries Science Center in
Seattle and co-author. Bacteria are there,
and if  for any reason the animals
become immune-suppressed, it could
provide an opening to make the orcas
sick, Raverty said. —AP

Bad breath: Study find array 
of bacteria when orcas exhale

PHNOM PENH: Eleven wild elephants,
including a baby, were rescued from a
mud-filled bomb crater in Cambodia
yesterday after languishing in the
swampy waters for four days, an envi-
ronmental official said. “They got in
there to drink water and could not get
out,” Keo Sopheak, the head of the
environmental office in eastern
Mondulkiri province, said. He said the
three-meter-deep mud pit, created by
a bomb during the country’s civil war,
was located in a protected forest area

and had been enlarged by local vil-
lagers to store water.

The elephants were discovered in
the crater on Friday, said Keo Sopheak,
with only their rounded backs and
heads poking out of the mud pool.
“We had to dig away the edge of the
crater by hand to make a path,” the
official said, adding that rescuers also
pumped water into the crater to thin
out the sludge and help the animals
climb out. The elephants lumbered
back into the jungle after their rescue.

“They could have died if they had not
been spotted,” added Keo Sopheak.

There are believed to only several hun-
dred of the endangered Asian elephants
in Cambodia, according to conservation
groups. Like other Asian elephant popula-
tions in the region, their livelihood has
been increasingly threatened by rapid
deforestation and poaching. Earlier this
week a male elephant died after leaning
against an electricity pole and causing it
to fall down in jungle near Cambodia’s
Cardamom Mountains.—AFP 

Wild elephants rescued from 
muddy bomb crater in Cambodia

Venezuela’s Maduro 
asks UN to help ease
medicine shortages 

CARACAS: Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro said on Friday he
has asked the United Nations to help the South American nation
alleviate medicine shortages, which have become increasingly
severe as the oil-producing nation’s economic crisis accelerates.
Triple digit inflation and a decaying socialist economic model have
left medications ranging from simple anti-inflammatory drugs to
chemotherapy medication out of reach for most Venezuelans.

Maduro did not specify the type of aid he requested, although he
stressed that the UN has knowledge of the pharmaceutical industry.
“I have asked them for support to continue making permanent
progress in the regularization of medicines for hospitals,” he said.
Maduro earlier on Friday met with Jessica Faieta, Assistant
Administrator and Director of the UN Development Program,
according to state television.

The Venezuelan Pharmaceuticals Federation estimates some 85
percent of drugs are unavailable to the country’s citizens. Maduro
often blames the deteriorating economy and widespread shortages
of goods on an “economic war” led by opposition politicians with the
help of the United States. Critics say the problems are the result of
dysfunctional price and currency controls that have decimated pri-
vate industry. —Reuters

Nevada officials
confirm first wolf
in state since 1922

RENO: The Nevada Department of Wildlife
has confirmed the first sighting of a wolf in
the state in nearly 100 years. Chief State
Game Warden Brian Wakeling said Friday the
wolf was spotted in northwest Nevada in
early November near Fox Mountain just west
of the Black Rock Desert and about 20 miles
from the California line. 

Wakeling says wildlife officials recovered
scat from the animal. A conservation lab at
the University of Idaho confirmed the drop-
pings were from a male offspring of a seven-
member pack of wolves known as the
“Shasta Pack” in Northern California.

Wakeling says the department occasion-
ally receives reports of wolf sightings, but
this is the first time one’s presence has been
verified since 1922. He says the observation
of a lone animal does not mean wolves have
established territories in Nevada.—AP

SEATTLE: In this file photo, a female orca leaps from the water while
breaching in Puget Sound west of Seattle, as seen from a federal
research vessel that has been tracking the whale. —AP
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Gulf University for Science and
Technology (GUST) announced this
week that the seventh Gulf

Programming Contest (GPC) took place on its
campus on March 22 and 23.  The competition
was under the patronage of the Private
Universities Council and was attended by
Professor Waleed Murad Al-Kandari,
Undersecretary General for Information and
Research.  It was organized by the Computer
Science Department at GUST, sponsored by
That Al-Salasil, and hosted 51 teams from
across the GCC.

PUC Undersecretary General for
Information and Research, Professor Waleed
Murad Al-Kandari, said, “The Private
Universities Council has always worked to
support all academic efforts for students in
private universities in all their specialties.
Our support for this event is aligned with
that goal. This competition instills many
qualities and values which we support for
our youth including increasing their knowl-
edge, pushing creative thinking, gaining
practical experience, increasing competitive-

ness, and stimulating performance.”
This year, the winning team was ‘Bug::Life’

from Gulf University for Science and
Technology in Kuwait.  In second place, was
‘JavaMatics’ from the Arab Open University in
Kuwait, and taking third place was ‘KFU_Male’
from King Faisal University in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. GUST’s winning team members
Karim K. Al-Maghraby, Meshel A. Al-Khrainej,
Amr E. Ahmed and their coach, FadiDeeb, also
won three other prestigious awards at the
contest including the Solid Programmers
Award for solving the maximum number of
questions from the first attempt, Stealthy
Programmers Award for being the first team to
solve a question in the blind hour, and the
Steadfast Guru Programmers Award for sub-
mitting the last correct solution to a problem.

The GPC also has an unofficial category in
which GUST’s ‘e-LEMON-ators’ team won top
position. The team includes students Ziad
Tariq Muhammad, Saoud Al-roomi, Ebraheem
Al-Muaili, and their coach, Fadi Deeb. The Gulf
Programming Contest provided an opportuni-
ty for university students from around the

region majoring in Computer Science,
Computer Engineering, Management
Information Systems, or any IT related subjects
to display their abilities in programming and
problem solving. 

The teams were given eight to ten pro-
gramming problems to be solved using one
PC only. Participating in this contest gives the
students the opportunity to prepare for the
Arab Collegiate Programming Contest (ACPC),
a qualifying round to the Association for
Computer Machinery - International Collegiate
Programming Contest (ACM ICPC) World
Finals. Many contestants who qualified to the
regional and world programming contests are
currently working in the most prestigious
workplaces such as Google, Facebook, Yahoo,
Amazon, and Booking.com

GUST Vice President of Academic Affairs, Dr.
Salah Al-Saharan, said, “We are proud to host
such a prestigious event, and hope to contin-
ue building GUST’s name as a frontrunner in
the field of technology while also equipping
our students with the right skills and knowl-
edge for success.” GPC is an extension of the

National Programming Contest that was first
initiated in the United Arab Emirates. 

In 2011, the decision was made to expand
the contest to include the universities in the
Gulf region. Kuwait was the first country to
participate from outside the UAE, and GUST
was the first university to represent Kuwait at
the competition and later the first to host it
outside the UAE. GUST Head of Computer
Science Department, Dr. Taher Ali, said “I am
extremely proud of the results our students
were able to achieve. This is a testament to the
robustness of our program and the drive they
have to succeed.”

This year, more teams and universities from
across the region participated in the contest,
which cements the position of Computer
Science as a field of growth and importance.
Some of the universities participating this year
were Qatar University and Carnegie Mellon
University in Qatar, King Fahd University of
Petroleum and Minerals, King Faisal University
and Princess Nourah Bint Abdulrahman
University from Saudi Arabia, Bits Pilani-Dubai,
Khalifa University, Zayed University and UAE

University from the Emirates, and Sultan
Qaboos University and College of Applied
Sciences-Sohar from Oman.  

The other institutions that participated
from Kuwait are Kuwait University, American
University of Kuwait, Arab Open University,
College of Business Studies at the Public
Authority for Applied Education and Training,
Kuwait Technical College, and Kuwait College
for Science and Technology.

The list of the top ten teams by rank at this
year’s GPC are:

Bug::Life: Gulf University for Science and
Technology-Kuwait

Javamatics: Arab Open University - Kuwait
KFU_Male: King Faisal University-KSA
CodeIT: Sultan Qaboos University-Oman
SwagOverFlow: Bits Pilani-Dubai Campus
2B||!2B: Carnegie Mellon University-Qatar
Actus: Carnegie Mellon University-Qatar
BroCod: Kuwait University-Kuwait
K-TECHERS: Kuwait Technical College-

Kuwait
LOLWUT: King Fahd University of Petroleum

and Minerals - KSA

GUST Wins First Place in the Gulf Programming Contest

(left to right) VP Academic Affairs Dr Salah Al-Sharhan, Dr Waleed Murad Al-Kandari
Undersecretary General for Information and Research PUC, GUST President Prof Donald Bates
and Assistant VP for Planning and Development Paul Zalloua

Dr Waleed Al-Kandari Undersecretary
General for Information and Research
at the Private Universities Council

First Place: Gulf University for Science and Technology Kuwait Second Place: Arab Open University Third Place: King Faisal University

The School of Engineering’s Center for
Project Based Learning (PBL) at the
Australian College of Kuwait (ACK) suc-

cessfully wrapped up its secondProject
Based Learning Symposium, under the
theme of “Reshaping the teaching and
learning experience”. The symposium
brought together industry employers, edu-
cators and students to share experiences
and insights related to PBL in engineering
education. 

Keynote speakers, Prof. Anette Kolmos,
Director of the Aalborg Centre for Problem
Based Learning in Engineering Science and
Sustainability, Aalborg University, Denmark,
and Dr. Ronald Ulseth, Director of
Academics and Research, Iron Range
Engineering / Minnesota State University,

USA, shared their wealth of international
experiences and knowledge in PBL, while
also highlighting PBLas a strategy to achieve
innovation in the field of engineering edu-
cation. They presented evidence for PBL
leading to higher academic performance
and higher overall quality of education.

From their end, Prof. Kolmos and Dr.
Ulseth stated: “PBL is widely regarded as a
highly effective model for students to
acquire both technical skill and the much
desired employability skills that companies
need. ACK has a dedicated staff providing
high quality PBL for their students.”

During his welcome speech, Dr. Martin
Jaeger, Manager of the PBL Center at ACK,
stated: “Through learning approaches such
as PBL, students take ownership of their

learning, they become managers of their
own learning, and develop skills and knowl-
edge within a constructive environment.
State-of-the-art laboratory facilities related
to Civil, Mechanical, Electrical and
Petroleum Engineering, tied together with
simulations of real world scenarios, all play
important roles in enhancing students’
learning process.”

He added:  “Students are being intro-
duced to the simulation of multidisciplinary
engineering design projects that requires
the collaboration of students from different
engineering disciplines. They work in teams,
solve real life engineering problems, devel-
op solution techniques, and develop critical
thinking that enhances learning and pre-
pares them for the workplace.”

Parents of Khaled
Ahmed Omeira
from Kuwait

Pakistan English
School, Salmiya con-
gratulate him on his
success.

Greetings The Australian Business Group in Kuwait organized a
networking event followed by a presentation for
architect Naser Khraibut, the Director of Planning at

the Public Authority of Housing and Welfare on “City hous-
ing projects and the future infrastructure development” in
the Australian Ambassador’s Residence.  Over 70 business
leaders from a host of companies in Kuwait attended and
engaged on key issues and business opportunities in the
Kuwaiti marketplace.

Mr. Khraibut explained the new vision of the Public
Authority of Housing and Welfare. He described the current
and future projects the authority is undertaking. He high-
lighted that what makes cities unique is their identities.
Therefore, he stressed on the significance of sustainable
environmental elements and aestheticsthat characterize
the new smart cities of Kuwait. These smart cities will have

world-class standards, and will offer great investment
opportunities for local and overseas business.  

The Australian Business Group was founded in 2009
with the support of the Australian Embassy in Kuwait and
its commercial arm, AusTrade. It aims at promoting trade
and other relationships between Australia and Kuwait
through providing a networking forum for members to
develop their business activities. Annually the group
hosts several business and social events, with an empha-
sis on fostering networking opportunities for business
leaders in the community, while embracing Australian
culture and lifestyle. 

The Ambassador’s residence currently plays host to a
series of monthly business networking dinners at which
leading local businesses deliver engaging presentations
on a number of topics from the economic outlook for

Kuwait to the latest market trends. Upcoming events for
the year include a joint event with our partners from oth-
er business groups in Kuwait for April, our general meet-
ing in May, and a number of networking events for the
rest of the year with guest speaker covering different sec-
tors of the local market.

The group is made up of any nationalities, the majority
of whom are either Australians working for Australian busi-
nesses here in the Gulf, or have a personal association with
Australia. Currently the group has more than seventy mem-
bers including ten corporate members, and thanks to the
support of our Australian Ambassador to Kuwait Warren
Hauckit will continue to grow. To become a member of the
Australian Business Group, please email our General
Secretary Mr. Bassem Al-Kassem on: ausbg-
ku@outlook.com 

Australian Business Group in Kuwait organizes networking event

Second Annual PBL Symposium at ACK
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LuLu Hypermarket, the largest retail chain in the
region, launched its much-anticipated LuLu Food
Expo 2017 with an inauguration ceremony on March

22 at its Al-Rai outlet. The 11-day festival, which is being
held simultaneously at all the hypermarket’s outlets in
Kuwait,was inaugurated by Indian celebrity chef and culi-
nary consultant Hari Nayak, in the presence of top LuLu
management, patrons and well-wishers.  

Several exciting competitions are being held to mark
the Food Expo 2017, including Cookery Contest, Live
Cookery Demo, Junior-Chef Contest, Wow the Master
Chef Contest, Taste & Win Contest, Make and Eat
Competition, Carving Competition, Pickles Contest and
Kitchen Queen Contests. 

Besides the cooking competitions, which began on
March 19, shoppers can enjoy a host of other cooking-
relatedevents during the festival period, including Chit
Chat with Master Chef, which features a question and
answer session with Chef Nayak, and a live demonstration
of Arabic-cooking by Chef Asmaa Al-Bahar, at LuLu
Hypermarket’s Al-Qurain outlet on March 25.

Similar to past festivals, LuLu Hypermarket’s Food Expo
2017 will feature several highlights, including the longest
pasta, the biggest pizza, the longest egg roll, the biggest
Spanish paella, the biggest Maashi, the longest Swiss roll,
the longest lava banquet, the biggest banana cake and
the longest fatayer.

The Food Expo 2017 is part of LuLu Hypermarket’s
commitment to create an engaging shopping experience
fortheir customers,while continuing to provideshopper-
swith the best products at the most competitive prices. 

April 2017 signifies a remarkable one
day conference hosting the manage-
ment guru and founder of the Kaizen

Institute - Masaaki Imai - for the first time in
Kuwait. Organized by the prominent Vigor
Events and Co-organized by Al-Gas Events
Company, the conference is set to focus on
Operational Excellence for leaders going
beyond the mere use of improvement tools
and building a culture that promotes excel-
lence in all kinds of operations within a fac-
tory, a telecom company, a hospital, a bank,
or a governmental institute.

During this conference, Masaaki Imai will
advocate his philosophies and Kaizen
Institute’s principles and methodologies to
achieve the ultimate Operational Excellence
within any organization. Masaaki Imai was
the first to write and speak about the
remarkable leadership principles known as
the Toyota Production System, what we call
“Lean” thinking today.  His contribution has
been one of integrating various kaizen

management practices, such as Just-in-
time, TQM, and TPM, into the cultural envi-
ronments of client companies.

Over the last three decades Masaaki Imai
has authored books and articles, held lec-
tures on kaizen, quality, leadership, Lean
and other related management subjects,
has consulted with global companies, intro-
duced kaizen as a commonsense continu-
ous improvement approach on every inhab-
ited continent. 

Masaaki Imai’s contribution has been
one of integrating various kaizen manage-
ment practices, such as Just-in-time, TQM,
and TPM, into the cultural environments of
client companies. 

He was also the first to organize study
missions to Japan to study kaizen and Lean
methods, a service that Kaizen Institute con-
tinues today, having led more than 200
groups and 4,000 people. During the confer-
ence, the Management guru will speak not
only to leadership issues but also to frontline

issues at the gemba or “the real place where
value is added”. He will elaborate on the
steps required to make a company world-
class and moving it from a result-oriented to
process-oriented company.

It is also worth noting that Masaaki Imai
has received International Awards and
Recognitions such as the Asia-Pacific
Human Resource Development Award, the
Shingo Research and Professional
Publication Prize for Gemba Kaizen, and the
First Honorary Fellow of Quality Control of
India (First Fellow ever). In two additional
sessions, senior consultants from Kaizen
Institute will also take part in the confer-
ence shedding a light on the practical appli-
cation of the Kaizen best practices &
methodologies. The conferenceis organized
in collaboration with Kaizen Institute and
with the media support from the
International Advertising Association -
Kuwait Chapter- on April 9th at Hilton
Resort Al-Mangaf from 9am to 3pm.

Statement of the President of the
Federative Republic of Brazil, Michel Teme,
regarding the investigation being held in

Brazil on export meat producers. “I have con-
vened a ministerial meeting over the weekend,
in order to assess the safety of national and
international consumers with regard to the
quality of the meat produced in the country.”
The Government has decided to speed up the
audit process in the 21 establishments cited in
the Federal Police investigation. 

Three of these establishments have already
been suspended and all 21 will be placed under
special inspection regime conducted by a spe-
cific task force of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Livestock and Food Supply (MAPA). The facts
are that among 11,000 employees, only 33 are
being investigated. Out of 4,837 establishments
subject to federal inspection, only 21 are
allegedly involved in irregularities. The objec-
tive of the investigation is not the agriculture
and livestock defense system in place, whose
rigor is widely recognized, but a few conduct
deviations.

Foreign embassies were assured that all

exporting plants remain open to inspections by
importing countries and to the monitoring of
activities under the national control system, one
of the most respected in the world. MAPA will
fully cooperate with the current investigations
in order to determine eventual misconduct
within the agriculture and livestock defense sys-
tem. The Federal Government manifests its con-
fidence in the quality of the national product,
which has been approved by consumers in
highly demanding markets around the world in
terms of inspection and defense systems. 

MAPA has a strict inspection service for prod-
ucts of animal origin. The high standard of
excellence opened the doors of Brazilian meat
to over 150 countries, with permanent auditing,
monitoring and risk assessment. In addition to
the national controls, products are also subject
to local inspection on reaching their destina-
tions. In 2016 alone, 853,000 items of products
of animal origin from Brazil were sent to foreign
markets and only 184 were considered, by
importers, out of compliance, often because of
non sanitary issues, such as labeling and com-
pletion of certificates.

Statement from the Embassy of 
Federative Republic of Brazil

Vigor events hosts Masaaki 
Imai in Kuwait for the first time

LuLu Hypermarket launches Food Expo 2017
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00:00   We Still Kill The Old Way   
02:00   Legendary: Tomb Of The Dragon   
03:45   Die Hard   
06:00   Kingsglaive: Final Fantasy XV   
08:15   Seventh Son   
10:15   Spooks: The Greater Good   
12:15   Hitting The Apex   
14:45   Six Days Seven Nights   
16:45   Batman: Bad Blood   
18:30   Lucy   
20:15   Hitman: Agent 47   
22:00   Troy   

00:50   Devoured: Man-Eating Super
Snake Returns   
01:45   Bondi Vet   
02:40   Restoration Wild   
03:35   Tanked   
04:25   Escape To Chimp Eden   
04:50   Stranger Among Bears   
05:15   Gator Boys   
06:02   Devoured: Man-Eating Super
Snake Returns   
06:49   Insane Pools: Off The Deep End   
07:36   Call Of The Wildman   
08:00   Call Of The Wildman   
08:25   Dogs/Cats/Pets 101   
09:15   Restoration Wild   
10:10   Escape To Chimp Eden   
10:35   Stranger Among Bears   
11:05   Tanked   
12:00   Dogs/Cats/Pets 101   
12:55   Bondi Vet   
13:50   Restoration Wild   
14:45   Gator Boys   
15:40   Escape To Chimp Eden   
16:05   Stranger Among Bears   
16:35   Tanked   
17:30   In Search Of The Giant Anaconda   
18:25   Gangland Killers   
19:20   Life At Vet University   
20:15   Tanked   
21:10   Stranger Among Bears   
22:05   Gangland Killers   
23:00   Life At Vet University   
23:55   Gator Boys   

00:05   Eastenders   
00:40   Poldark   
01:35   Last Tango In Halifax   

02:30   DCI Banks   
03:20   DCI Banks   
04:05   Doctors   
04:35   Eastenders   
05:05   New Tricks   
06:00   Doctors   
06:30   Eastenders   
07:00   Holby City   
07:55   Father Brown   
08:40   Doctor Who   
09:35   New Tricks   
10:30   Doctors   
11:00   Eastenders   
11:35   Father Brown   
12:25   Doctor Who   
13:20   New Tricks   
14:15   Doctors   
14:45   Eastenders   
15:20   Father Brown   
16:10   Doctor Who   
17:05   New Tricks   
18:00   Doctors   
18:30   Eastenders   
19:05   Father Brown   
20:00   Holby City   
21:00   Mum   
21:30   Uncle   
22:00   The Detectorists   
22:30   The Detectorists   
23:00   Stag   
23:55   Doctors   

00:00   My Ghost Story: Caught On
Camera   
01:00   My Haunted House   
02:00   Paranormal State   
02:30   Paranormal State   
03:00   My Crazy Ex   
04:00   My Ghost Story: Caught On
Camera   
05:00   My Haunted House   
06:00   Paranormal State   
07:00   Crime Stories   
09:00   Fred Dinenage: Murder Casebook   
10:00   Homicide Hunter   
11:00   Crime Stories     
16:00   Fred Dinenage: Murder Casebook   
17:00   Homicide Hunter   
18:00   Gangs Of Britain...   
19:00   It Takes A Killer   
19:30   It Takes A Killer   
20:00   The First 48   
21:00   Fred Dinenage: Murder Casebook   
22:00   Crime Stories   
23:00   Homicide Hunter     

00:30   Prototype This   
01:20   Zoltan The Wolfman   
02:10   Finding Bigfoot   
03:00   What Happened Next?   
03:25   What Happened Next?   
03:50   Ultimate Survival   
04:40   How It's Made   
05:05   How It's Made   
05:30   Dirty Jobs   
06:20   Mythbusters   

07:00   Dick 'n' Dom Go Wild   
07:25   Awesome Adventures   
07:50   Bondi Vet   
08:40   How It's Made   
09:05   How It's Made   
09:30   Prototype This   
10:20   Mythbusters   
11:10   Bondi Vet   
12:00   Ultimate Survival   
12:50   How It's Made   
13:15   How It's Made   
13:40   Dirty Jobs   
14:30   Dick 'n' Dom Go Wild   
14:55   Awesome Adventures   
15:20   Mythbusters   
16:10   Prototype This   
17:00   Strip The Cosmos   
17:50   NASA's Unexplained Files   
18:40   What Happened Next?   
19:05   What Happened Next?   
19:30   How It's Made   
19:55   How It's Made   
20:20   Mythbusters   
21:10   Strip The Cosmos   
22:00   NASA's Unexplained Files   
22:50   What Happened Next?   
23:15   What Happened Next?   
23:40   Ultimate Survival   

00:10   Hank Zipzer   
00:35   Binny And The Ghost   
01:00   Violetta   
01:45   The Hive   
01:50   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
02:15   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
02:40   Hank Zipzer   
03:05   Binny And The Ghost   
03:30   Violetta   
04:15   The Hive   
04:20   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
04:45   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
05:10   Hank Zipzer   
05:35   Binny And The Ghost   
06:00   Violetta   
06:45   The Hive   
06:50   The 7D   
07:00   Jessie   
07:25   Jessie   
07:50   Tsum Tsum Shorts   
07:55   The Zhuzhus   
08:20   Elena Of Avalor   
08:45   Bunk'd   
09:10   Stuck In The Middle   
09:35   Wizards Of Waverly Place   

10:00   Wizards Of Waverly Place   
10:25   A.N.T. Farm   
10:50   A.N.T. Farm   
11:15   Good Luck Charlie   
11:40   Good Luck Charlie   
12:05   Shake It Up   
12:30   Shake It Up   
12:55   Disney Mickey Mouse   
13:00   Welcome To The Ronks   
13:15   Gravity Falls   
13:40   Hank Zipzer   
14:05   Star Darlings   
14:10   Austin & Ally   
14:35   Jessie   
15:00   Bunk'd   
15:25   Kirby Buckets   
15:50   Sunny Bunnies   
15:55   The Zhuzhus   
16:20   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
16:45   Elena Of Avalor   
17:10   Stuck In The Middle   
17:35   Descendants Wicked World   
17:40   Girl Meets World   
18:05   Bizaardvark   
18:30   Bunk'd   
18:55   Best Friends Whenever   
19:20   Disney Mickey Mouse   
19:25   The Next Step   
19:50   Austin & Ally   
20:15   Star Darlings   
20:20   Shake It Up   
20:45   Backstage   
21:10   Liv And Maddie   
21:35   Cracke   
21:40   Dog With A Blog   
22:05   Best Friends Whenever   
22:30   Jessie   
22:55   Tsum Tsum Shorts   
23:00   Kirby Buckets   
23:25   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
23:50   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   

00:20   Henry Hugglemonster   
00:35   The Hive   
00:45   Loopdidoo   
01:00   Henry Hugglemonster   
01:15   Calimero   
01:30   Art Attack   
01:55   Zou   
02:05   Loopdidoo   
02:20   Henry Hugglemonster   
02:35   Calimero   
02:50   Zou   
03:05   Art Attack   
03:30   The Hive   
03:40   Loopdidoo   
03:55   Henry Hugglemonster   
04:10   Art Attack   
04:35   Loopdidoo   
04:50   Calimero   
05:05   Art Attack   
05:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
05:45   Zou   
06:00   Art Attack   
06:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
06:45   Loopdidoo   
07:00   Zou   

07:15   Calimero   
07:30   Loopdidoo   
07:45   Henry Hugglemonster   
08:00   Minnie's Bow-Toons   
08:05   Sheriff Callie's Wild West   
08:15   Jake And The Neverland Pirates   
08:30   Miles From Tomorrow   
08:45   Goldie & Bear   
08:55   The Lion Guard   
09:20   PJ Masks   
09:35   Jake And The Neverland Pirates   
09:50   Doc McStuffins   
10:00   Goldie & Bear   
10:15   PJ Masks   
10:30   Minnie's Bow-Toons   
10:35   The Lion Guard   
11:00   Sofia The First   
11:30   Doc McStuffins   
11:55   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
12:20   My Friends Tigger & Pooh   
12:50   Loopdidoo   
13:05   Sheriff Callie's Wild West   
13:30   Gummi Bears   
13:55   Zou   
14:10   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
14:35   PJ Masks   
15:00   My Friends Tigger & Pooh   
15:30   The Lion Guard   
15:55   Unbungalievable   
16:00   Sofia The First   
16:30   Doc McStuffins   
16:55   Goldie & Bear   
17:20   The Lion Guard   
17:50   PJ Masks   
18:15   Sofia The First   
18:40   Doc McStuffins   
19:05   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
19:30   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
20:00   Sofia The First   
20:30   Sofia The First   
21:00   Unbungalievable   
21:05   Goldie & Bear   
21:35   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
22:00   My Friends Tigger & Pooh   
22:25   Gummi Bears   
22:55   Minnie's Bow-Toons   
23:00   The Lion Guard   
23:30   The Lion Guard   
23:55   PJ Masks   

00:20   Street Outlaws   
01:10   Made By Destruction   
01:35   Made By Destruction   
02:00   You Have Been Warned   
02:50   Impossible Engineering   
03:40   Fast N' Loud   
04:30   Storage Hunters   
05:00   How Do They Do It?   

05:30   How Do They Do It?   
06:00   Outback Truckers   
06:50   Street Outlaws   
07:40   Fast N' Loud   
08:30   The Island With Bear Grylls: USA   
09:20   Storage Hunters   
09:45   How Do They Do It?   
10:10   How Do They Do It?   
10:35   Made By Destruction   
11:00   Made By Destruction   
11:25   You Have Been Warned   
12:15   Impossible Engineering   
13:05   How Do They Do It?   
13:30   Storage Hunters   
13:55   Storage Hunters   
14:20   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
15:10   The Island With Bear Grylls: USA   
16:00   Outback Truckers   
16:50   Fast N' Loud   
17:40   Street Outlaws   
18:30   How Do They Do It?   
18:55   How Do They Do It?   
19:20   The Island With Bear Grylls: USA   
20:10   Storage Hunters   
20:35   Storage Hunters   
21:00   What On Earth?   
21:50   Treasure Quest: Snake Island   
22:40   The Wheel: Survival Games   
23:30   Fast N' Loud   

06:00   Gravity Falls   
06:25   Counterfeit Cat   
06:50   Atomic Puppet   
07:15   Star vs The Forces Of Evil   
07:25   Danger Mouse   
07:40   Supa Strikas   
08:10   K.C. Undercover   
08:35   Star Wars Freemaker Adventures   
09:00   Lab Rats   
09:25   Lab Rats   
09:50   Danger Mouse   
10:20   Supa Strikas   
10:45   Supa Strikas   
11:10   Counterfeit Cat   
11:35   Pair Of Kings   
12:00   Pair Of Kings   
12:30   Future-Worm!   
12:55   Lab Rats: Bionic Island   
13:20   Lab Rats: Bionic Island   
13:45   Atomic Puppet   
14:10   Disney Mickey Mouse   
14:15   Counterfeit Cat   
14:40   Supa Strikas   
15:05   Lab Rats   
15:30   Gamer's Guide To Pretty Much
Everything   
15:55   Right Now Kapow   
16:25   K.C. Undercover   
16:50   Future-Worm!   
17:15   Gravity Falls   
17:40   Lab Rats: Bionic Island   
18:05   Disney Mickey Mouse   
18:10   Mighty Med   
18:35   Right Now Kapow   
19:00   Atomic Puppet   
19:25   Gamer's Guide To Pretty Much
Everything   
19:55   K.C. Undercover   
20:20   Kickin' It   
20:45   Mighty Med   

21:10   Danger Mouse   
21:40   Disney Mickey Mouse   
21:45   Marvel's Avengers Assemble   
22:10   Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man vs
The Sinister 6   
22:35   Boyster   
23:00   Programmes Start At 6:00am KSA   

00:05   Mariah's World   
00:55   Mariah's World   
01:50   E! News   
02:50   Hollywood & Football   
03:45   Hollywood & Football   
04:40   Hollywood & Football   
05:30   Celebrity Style Story   
06:00   LA Clippers Dance Squad   
06:55   E! News   
07:10   Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry   
08:10   E! News   
09:10   Rob & Chyna   
10:05   Rob & Chyna   
11:00   Rob & Chyna   
12:00   E! News   
12:15   Rob & Chyna   
13:10   Mariah's World   
14:05   Mariah's World   
15:00   E! News   
15:15   Mariah's World   
16:10   Mariah's World   
17:05   Mariah's World   
18:05   Celebrity Style Story   
18:30   Celebrity Style Story   
19:00   E! News   
20:00   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
21:00   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
22:00   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
23:00   E! News   
23:15   So Cosmo   

00:00   Food Network Star   
01:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
01:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
02:00   Man Fire Food   
02:30   Man Fire Food   
03:00   Chopped   
04:00   Guy's Grocery Games   
05:00   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
05:30   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
06:00   The Kitchen   
07:00   The Pioneer Woman   
07:30   The Pioneer Woman   
08:00   Siba's Table   
08:30   Siba's Table   
09:00   The Pioneer Woman   
09:30   The Pioneer Woman   
10:00   The Kitchen   
11:00   The Pioneer Woman   
11:30   The Pioneer Woman   
12:00   Siba's Table   
12:30   Siba's Table   
13:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
13:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
14:00   Chopped   
15:00   The Kitchen   
16:00   The Pioneer Woman   
16:30   The Pioneer Woman   
17:00   Chopped   
18:00   Iron Chef America   
19:00   Tia Mowry At Home   
19:30   Tia Mowry At Home   
20:00   Dinner At Tiffani's   
20:30   Dinner At Tiffani's   
21:00   Rev Run's Sunday Suppers   
21:30   Rev Run's Sunday Suppers   
22:00   Guy's Grocery Games   
23:00   Tia Mowry At Home   
23:30   Tia Mowry At Home   

00:10   The Chase   
01:00   Emmerdale   
01:30   Coronation Street   
02:00   Coronation Street   
02:30   The Jonathan Ross Show   
03:25   Paul O'Grady: The Sally Army And
Me   
03:55   Paul O'Grady: The Sally Army And
Me   
04:25   Paul O'grady's Favourite Fairy
Tales   
05:15   Home Fires   
06:10   The Chase   
07:05   The Jonathan Ross Show   
08:00   Paul O'Grady: The Sally Army And
Me   
08:30   Paul O'Grady: The Sally Army And
Me   
09:00   Paul O'grady's Favourite Fairy
Tales   
10:00   Home Fires   
10:55   The Chase   
11:50   The Jonathan Ross Show   
12:45   Emmerdale   
13:15   Coronation Street   
13:45   Coronation Street   
14:15   The Chase   
15:10   The Jonathan Ross Show   
16:00   Don't Tell The Bride   
17:00   5 Star Family Reunion   

17:50   Home Fires   
18:45   Emmerdale   
19:15   Coronation Street   
19:45   Coronation Street   
20:10   The Jonathan Ross Show   
21:00   Don't Tell The Bride   
22:00   5 Star Family Reunion   
22:50   Emmerdale   
23:15   Coronation Street   
23:40   Coronation Street   

00:00   The Universe   
01:00   WWII: Europe's Secret Army   
02:00   Cities Of The Underworld   
03:00   America's Book Of Secrets   
03:50   Ancient Aliens   
04:40   Ancient Top 10   
05:30   The Universe   
06:20   WWII: Europe's Secret Army   
07:10   The Universe   
08:00   Cities Of The Underworld   
09:00   America's Book Of Secrets   
10:00   Ancient Aliens   
11:00   Ancient Top 10   
12:00   The Universe   
13:00   WWII: Europe's Secret Army   
14:00   Cities Of The Underworld   
15:00   America's Book Of Secrets   
16:00   Ancient Aliens   
17:00   Ancient Top 10   
18:00   The Universe   
19:00   WWII: Europe's Secret Army   
20:00   Cities Of The Underworld   
21:00   America's Book Of Secrets   
22:00   Ancient Aliens   
23:00   Million Dollar Genius   

00:20   Britain's Bloodiest Dynasty   
01:10   Counting Cars   
01:35   Car Hunters   
02:00   Forged In Fire   
02:50   Storage Wars   
03:15   American Pickers   
04:05   Pawn Stars   
04:30   Pawn Stars   
05:00   Mountain Men   
06:00   American Restoration   
06:50   Shipping Wars   
07:15   Shipping Wars   
07:40   Counting Cars   
08:05   Car Hunters   
08:30   Pawn Stars   
08:55   Pawn Stars   
09:20   Storage Wars   
09:45   Storage Wars   
10:10   American Pickers   
11:00   Alone   
11:50   Time Team   
12:40   Swamp People   
13:30   Ax Men   
14:20   Mountain Men   
15:10   Shipping Wars   
15:35   Shipping Wars   
16:00   Counting Cars   
16:25   Counting Cars   
16:50   Pawn Stars   
17:15   Pawn Stars   
17:40   Forged In Fire   
18:30   Counting Cars   
18:55   Car Hunters   
19:20   Mountain Men   
20:10   American Pickers   
21:00   Outlaw Chronicles: Hells Angels   
21:50   Search For The Lost Giants   
22:40   Hunting Hitler   
23:30   American Pickers   

00:15   Bangkok Airport   
01:05   The Best Job In The World   
01:30   Dog Whisperer   
02:20   Cool Spaces   
03:10   Valentine Warner Eats Scandinavia   
03:35   Maximum Foodie   
04:00   Confucius Was A Foodie   
04:50   Wineroads   
05:20   Raw Travel   
05:45   Raw Travel   
06:15   Andy And Ben Eat The World   
06:40   Andy And Ben Eat The World   
07:10   The Best Job In The World   
07:35   Dog Whisperer   
08:30   Cool Spaces   
09:25   Valentine Warner Eats Scandinavia   
09:55   Maximum Foodie   
10:20   Confucius Was A Foodie   
11:15   Wineroads   
11:45   Raw Travel   
12:10   Raw Travel   
12:40   The Best Job In The World   
13:05   Dog Whisperer   
14:00   Cool Spaces   
14:55   Valentine Warner Eats Scandinavia   
15:25   Maximum Foodie   
15:50   Confucius Was A Foodie   
16:45   Top Chef Top Table: Seoul   
17:15   Raw Travel   
17:40   Raw Travel   
18:10   Restoration Man   

19:05   Valentine Warner Eats Scandinavia   
19:30   Maximum Foodie   
20:00   Confucius Was A Foodie   
20:55   Top Chef Top Table: Seoul   
21:20   Raw Travel   
21:45   Raw Travel   
22:10   Restoration Man   
23:00   The Best Job In The World   
23:25   Dog Whisperer   

00:10   Living Free With Kimi Werner   
01:00   Years Of Living Dangerously   
02:00   Mystery Of The Himilayan
Mummies   
02:55   Chilean Miners: Buried Alive   
03:50   Living Free With Kimi Werner   
04:45   Ancient X-Files   
05:40   Yukon Gold   
06:35   Science Of Stupid   
07:00   Science Of Stupid   
07:30   Ultimate Airport Dubai   
08:25   Mega Factories: Supercars   
09:20   Ancient X-Files   
10:15   Hitler's G.I. Death Camp   
11:10   Japan's Secret Weapon   
12:05   Locked Up Abroad   
13:00   Mega Factories: Supercars   
14:00   Ultimate Airport Dubai   
15:00   Science Of Stupid   
15:30   Science Of Stupid   
16:00   Apocalypse: The Rise Of Hitler   
17:00   Apocalypse: The Rise Of Hitler   
18:00   Locked Up Abroad   
19:00   Science Of Stupid   
19:30   Science Of Stupid   
20:00   Apocalypse: The Rise Of Hitler   
20:50   Apocalypse: The Rise Of Hitler   
21:40   Locked Up Abroad   
22:30   Science Of Stupid   
22:55   Science Of Stupid   
23:20   Yukon Gold   

00:20   Africa's Blood River   
01:10   Dangerous Encounters   
02:00   World's Deadliest Snakes   
02:50   Baby Animals In The Wild   
03:45   Zoo Confidential   
04:40   Unlikely Animal Friends   
05:35   World's Deadliest Snakes   
06:30   Baby Animals In The Wild   
07:25   Zoo Confidential   
08:20   Unlikely Animal Friends   
09:15   Safari Brothers   
10:10   Dr. K's Exotic Animal ER   
11:05   Wild Australia   
12:00   Alaska Fish Wars   
12:55   Amazonia's Giant Jaws   
13:50   World's Wildest Encounters   
14:45   Dr Oakley: Yukon Vet   
15:40   Unlikely Animal Friends   
16:35   Safari Brothers   
17:30   Dr. K's Exotic Animal ER   
18:25   World's Weirdest   
19:20   Dr Oakley: Yukon Vet   
20:10   Unlikely Animal Friends   
21:00   Safari Brothers   
21:50   Dr. K's Exotic Animal ER   
22:40   World's Weirdest   
23:30   Alaska Fish Wars   
01:00   Atlantis: The Lost Empire   

03:00   Get Santa   
05:00   The Unbeatables   
07:00   Mars Needs Moms   
09:00   Pooh's Heffalump Halloween
Movie   
10:15   Step Dogs   
11:45   The Unbeatables   
13:45   Pooh's Heffalump Halloween
Movie   
15:00   The Shaggy Dog   
17:00   The Muppets   
19:00   Atlantis: Milo's Return   
20:45   Return To Oz   
22:45   The Shaggy Dog   

00:00   The Out Of Towners   
02:00   Shanghai Noon   
04:00   All About Steve   
06:00   Pixels   
08:00   Shanghai Noon   
10:00   All About Steve   
12:00   Pixels   
14:00   Ana Maria In Novela Land   
16:00   Caveman   
18:00   Coneheads   
20:00   Cooties   
22:00   Tim And Eric's Billion Dollar Movie   

00:00   Heaven's Gate   
03:45   The Wave   

06:00   Trash   
08:00   We Are Many   
10:00   Still Alice   
12:00   Grand Central   
13:45   Ordinary People   
16:00   The Water Diviner   
18:00   A Little Chaos   
20:00   Serena   
22:00   Closer   
23:45   The Dark Half   

01:00   The Nutcracker Sweet   
02:45   Ploddy Police Car On The Case   
04:15   Marco Macaco   
06:00   The Olsen Gang In Deep Trouble   
07:30   Worms   
09:00   Barnyard   
10:45   The Nutcracker Sweet   
12:30   Ploddy Police Car On The Case   
14:00   Pet Pals In Windland   
16:00   Barnyard   
18:00   Alpha Dogz: Pups United   
20:00   True Story Of Puss'n Boots   
21:45   Pet Pals In Windland   
23:15   Worms   

00:00   Jessabelle   
01:30   Casino Royale   
04:00   The Chronicles Of Narnia: Voyage
Of The Dawn...   
06:00   The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge
Out Of Water   
08:00   Twister   
10:15   A Passage To India   
13:00   Casino Royale   
15:30   Invictus   
18:00   Quantum Of Solace   
20:00   American Sniper   
22:15   Duplicity     

00:40   Mythbusters   
01:30   How Do They Do It?   
01:55   Food Factory   
02:20   Strip The Cosmos   
03:10   Strangest Weather On Earth   
04:00   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   
04:48   Mythbusters   
05:36   How Do They Do It?   
06:00   Food Factory   
06:24   Strip The Cosmos   
07:12   Strangest Weather On Earth   
08:00   How Do They Do It?   
08:26   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   
09:14   Mythbusters   
10:02   Strangest Weather On Earth   
10:50   How Do They Do It?   
11:14   Food Factory   
11:38   Sport Science   
12:26   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   
13:14   Mythbusters   
14:02   How Do They Do It?   
14:26   Food Factory   
14:50   Strangest Weather On Earth   
15:38   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   
16:26   Strip The Cosmos   
17:14   Mythbusters   
18:02   Strangest Weather On Earth   
18:50   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   
19:40   Mythbusters   
20:30   Food Factory USA   
20:55   Food Factory USA   
21:20   How Do They Do It?   
21:45   Food Factory   
22:10   How The Earth Works   
23:00   Food Factory USA   
23:25   Food Factory USA   

23:50   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   
00:20   An Hour To Save Your Life   
01:10   Botched Up Bodies   
02:00   My Big Fat Fabulous Life   
02:25   Say Yes To The Dress:
Bridesmaids   
02:50   Love At First Swipe   
03:15   Cake Boss   
03:35   Oprah: Where Are They Now?   
04:20   Little People, Big World   
04:45   Little People, Big World   
05:10   Toddlers & Tiaras   
06:00   Dare To Wear   
06:50   Cake Boss   
07:15   Cake Boss   
07:40   Little Miss Atlanta   
08:30   Little People, Big World   
08:55   Little People, Big World   
09:20   Kate Plus 8   
10:10   Love At First Swipe   
10:35   Cake Boss   
11:00   My Big Fat Fabulous Life   
11:25   Say Yes To The Dress:
Bridesmaids   
11:50   Dare To Wear   
12:40   Oprah: Where Are They Now?   
13:30   Toddlers & Tiaras: Coach Wars   
14:20   Too Ugly For Love?   
15:10   Toddlers & Tiaras   
16:00   Little People, Big World   
16:25   Little People, Big World   COOTIES ON MOVIES COMEDY HD

JESSABELLE ON OSN MOVIES HD

LUCY ON OSN MOVIES ACTION
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SHARQIA-1
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              1:15 PM
BARBIE VIDEO GAME HERO                   1:30 PM
BARBIE VIDEO GAME HERO                   3:30 PM
BARBIE VIDEO GAME HERO                   5:15 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              7:15 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              9:45 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              12:05 AM

SHARQIA-2
COLLIDE                                                       11:30 AM
LIFE                                                                1:30 PM
LIFE                                                                3:45 PM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      2:00 PM
COLLIDE                                                       6:00 PM
COLLIDE                                                       8:00 PM
COLLIDE                                                       10:00 PM
COLLIDE                                                       12:05 AM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      10:00 PM
COLLIDE                                                       1:00 AM

SHARQIA-3
SLEEPLESS                                                   11:45 AM
POWER RANGERS                                     1:45 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     4:15 PM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      4:15 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     7:15 PM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      7:15 PM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      10:15 PM
LIFE                                                                10:15 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                   1:15 AM
LIFE                                                                12:30 AM

MUHALAB-1
SLEEPLESS                                                   11:30 AM
POWER RANGERS                                     1:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                              4:00 PM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      4:00 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     7:00 PM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      7:00 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     10:00 PM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      10:00 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                   1:00 AM

MUHALAB-2
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              12:30 PM
LIFE                                                                2:45 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              5:00 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              7:15 PM
LIFE                                                                9:45 PM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      9:45 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              12:30 AM

MUHALAB-3
COLLIDE                                                       11:45 AM
COLLIDE                                                       2:00 PM
BARBIE VIDEO GAME HERO                   4:00 PM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      1:45 PM
BARBIE VIDEO GAME HERO                   5:45 PM
COLLIDE                                                       7:30 PM
COLLIDE                                                       9:30 PM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      9:45 PM
COLLIDE                                                       12:30 AM

FANAR-1
POWER RANGERS                                     11:30 AM
POWER RANGERS                                     2:00 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     4:30 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     7:00 PM
LIFE                                                                9:30 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     11:45 PM

FANAR-2
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                              1:15 PM
BARBIE VIDEO GAME HERO                   1:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                              3:45 PM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      3:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                              6:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                              9:45 PM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      9:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                              12:45 AM

FANAR-3
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              11:45 AM
BARBIE VIDEO GAME HERO                   2:15 PM
BARBIE VIDEO GAME HERO                   4:00 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              5:45 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              8:15 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              10:30 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              12:45 AM

FANAR-4
COLLIDE                                                       11:30 AM
COLLIDE                                                       1:30 PM
COLLIDE                                                       3:45 PM
LIFE                                                                5:45 PM
COLLIDE                                                       8:00 PM
COLLIDE                                                       10:00 PM
COLLIDE                                                       12:15 AM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      10:00 PM
COLLIDE                                                       1:00 AM

FANAR-5
LIFE                                                                12:15 PM
LIFE                                                                2:30 PM

LIFE                                                                4:45 PM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    7:00 PM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    9:00 PM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    11:00 PM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    12:45 AM

MARINA-1
POWER RANGERS                                     12:00 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     2:30 PM
BARBIE VIDEO GAME HERO                   1:30 PM
BARBIE VIDEO GAME HERO                   3:15 PM
BARBIE VIDEO GAME HERO                   5:00 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     6:45 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     9:15 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     11:45 PM

MARINA-2
COLLIDE                                                       11:45 AM
COLLIDE                                                       1:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                              3:45 PM
COLLIDE                                                       6:15 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                              8:15 PM
COLLIDE                                                       10:45 PM
COLLIDE                                                       12:45 AM

MARINA-3
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              1:00 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              3:15 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              5:30 PM
LIFE                                                                7:45 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              10:00 PM
LIFE                                                                12:15 AM

AVENUES-1
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    1:00 PM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    3:00 PM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    5:00 PM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    7:00 PM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    9:00 PM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    11:00 PM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    1:00 AM

AVENUES-2
POWER RANGERS-2D-4DX                     12:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND -3D-4DX            2:30 PM
POWER RANGERS-2D-4DX                     5:00 PM
POWER RANGERS-2D-4DX                     7:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND -3D-4DX            10:00 PM
POWER RANGERS-2D-4DX                     12:30 AM

AVENUES-3
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                              1:30 PM

KONG: SKULL ISLAND                              4:00 PM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      4:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                              7:00 PM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      7:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                              10:00 PM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      10:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                              12:45 AM

360º- 1
POWER RANGERS                                     12:00 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     2:30 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     5:00 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     7:30 PM
Premier Show “Smurfs: The Lost Village”  7:30 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     10:00 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     12:30 AM

360º- 2
BARBIE VIDEO GAME HERO                   11:45 AM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              1:30 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              3:45 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              6:00 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              8:15 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              10:30 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              12:45 AM

360º- 3
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    11:30 AM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    1:30 PM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    3:30 PM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    5:30 PM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    7:30 PM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    9:30 PM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    11:30 PM
THE WINDMILL MASSACRE                    1:15 AM

AL-KOUT.1
POWER RANGERS                                     12:30 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     3:00 PM
POWER RANGERS                                     5:30 PM
COLLIDE                                                       8:00 PM
COLLIDE                                                       10:00 PM
COLLIDE                                                       12:05 AM
KATAMARAYUDU - Telugu                      10:00 PM
COLLIDE                                                       1:00 AM

AL-KOUT.2
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              12:15 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              2:30 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                   4:45 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              6:45 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic              9:00 PM

Arrival Flights on Sunday 26/3/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time

THY 772 Istanbul 00:10
KAC 776D Riyadh 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:35
JZR 539 Cairo 00:40
KAC 102 London 00:55
DLH 629 Doha 01:00
KAC 742D Dammam 01:00
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:15
UAE 853 Dubai 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
THY 764D Istanbul 01:50
KKK 6506 Istanbul 01:55
QTR 1086 Doha 02:05
KLM 446 Bahrain 02:05
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:05
JZR 553 Alexandria 02:10
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
MSC 405 Sohag 02:30
KAC 412 Bangkok 02:50
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
FDB 069 Dubai 03:15
KAC 358 Kochi 03:30
QTR 1076 Doha 03:40
CEB 0018 Manila 04:00
LMU 510 Cairo 04:00
THY 1405 Istanbul 04:00
PGT 4860 Istanbul 04:05
UAE 873 Dubai 04:15
KAC 418 Manila 04:25
KAC 514 Tehran 04:35
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
QTR 8511 Doha 05:20
KAC 354 BLR 05:20
BAW 157 London 06:05
KAC 384 Delhi 06:05
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:20
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 06:25
KAC 284 Dhaka 07:35
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 304 Mumbai 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 382 Delhi 08:45
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
KAC 362 Colombo 09:05
KAC 352 Kochi 09:10
IRC 528 Ahwaz 09:10
QTR 070 Doha 09:20
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:25
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00
MSC 415 Sohag 10:15
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
SAW 703 Damascus 10:45
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
SYR 341 Damascus 11:00
PAL 668 Manila 11:00
JZR 561 Sohag 11:10
MSC 403 Asyut 11:15
KAC 742 Dammam 11:45
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
SAW 701 Damascus 12:30
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45

KAC 774 Riyadh 12:45
THY 766 Istanbul 12:50
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:10
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 13:35
KAC 522 Al Najaf 13:40
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
KAC 618 Doha 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:45
KNE 529 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 788 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 692 Muscat 15:00
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:05
OMA 645 Muscat 15:10
KAC 502 Beirut 15:25
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
SAW 705 Damascus 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 16:00
FDB 051 Dubai 16:15
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:35
KAC 118 New York 17:00
KAC 542 Cairo 17:05
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:35
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
CLX 612 Luxembourg 18:00
QTR 1080 Doha 18:05
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:30
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
KAC 776 Riyadh 19:10
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
KAC 154 Istanbul 19:30
KAC 674 Dubai 19:40
KAC 616 Bahrain 19:40
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 104 London 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:05
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:15
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
KAC 166 Rome 20:55
KAC 564 Amman 21:00
KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:05
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:10
ALK 229 Colombo 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
KAC 676 Dubai 21:35
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1082 Doha 22:00
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
BBC 043 Dhaka 22:30
JZR 241 Amman 22:55
JZR 185 Dubai 22:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:00
THY 764 Istanbul 23:05
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
PIA 205 Lahore 23:40

Departure Flights on Sunday 26/3/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
THY XXXX Istanbul 00:00
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
KAC 513 Tehran 00:10
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:30
THY 773 Istanbul 01:40
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:00
KKK 6505 Istanbul 02:55
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
MSC 406 Sohag 03:30
UAE 854 Dubai 03:30
KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:30
PGT 859 Istanbul 03:35
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
QTR 1087 Doha 04:10
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
KAC 417 Manila 04:20
JZR 560 Sohag 04:45
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:55
KAC 103 London 05:00
LMU 511 Cairo 05:00
CEB 0019 Manila 05:30
QTR 1077 Doha 05:35
UAE 874 Dubai 06:15
RJA 643 Amman 06:25
THY 1406 Istanbul 06:50
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
QTR 8512 Doha 06:50
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
KAC 171 Frankfurt 07:50
KAC 501 Beirut 07:50
BAW 156 London 08:20
KAC 741 Dammam 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 773 Riyadh 08:35
KAC 117 New York 09:00
KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 09:00
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:15
KAC 165 Rome 09:20
KAC 691 Muscat 09:30
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:40
KAC 101 London 09:45
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
KAC 541 Cairo 10:00
KAC 521 Al Najaf 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
IRC 529 Ahwaz 10:10
KAC 617 Doha 10:15
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:25
KAC 153 Istanbul 10:30
QTR 1071 Doha 10:35
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
SVA 513 Riyadh 11:00
MSC 416 Sohag 11:15
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
SAW 704 Damascus 11:45
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
VIZ 205 Baghdad 12:00
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:00
SYR 342 Damascus 12:00
MSC 404 Asyut 12:15
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10

PAL 669 Manila 13:10
SAW 702 Damascus 13:30
THY 767 Istanbul 13:45
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
FDB 060 Dubai 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
QTR 1079 Doha 15:15
KAC 775 Riyadh 15:40
KAC 563 Amman 15:45
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
OMA 646 Muscat 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
KAC 615 Bahrain 16:30
SAW 706 Damascus 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
KAC 675 Dubai 17:00
FDB 052 Dubai 17:05
JZR 266 Beirut 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
JZR 240 Amman 17:30
KAC 363 Colombo 17:35
KAC 357 Kochi 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KAC 283 Dhaka 18:00
KAC 341 Chennai 18:00
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 538 Cairo 18:35
KAC 783 Jeddah 19:10
QTR 1081 Doha 19:15
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 19:20
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
CLX 612 Hong Kong 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
FDB 058 Dubai 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
KAC 331 Trivandrum 20:35
KAC 775 Riyadh 20:45
KAC 353 BLR 20:55
DLH 634 Doha 21:00
OMA 648 Muscat 21:05
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
KAC 1543 Cairo 21:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 21:40
QTR 1089 Doha 21:45
KAC 203 Lahore 21:45
KAC 205 Islamabad 21:55
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:00
KAC 155 Istanbul 22:15
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:35
KAC 383 Delhi 22:35
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 502 Luxor 23:05
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
KAC 785 Jeddah 23:40

PRAYER TIMINGS
Fajr: 04:26
Shorook: 05:46
Duhr: 11:54
Asr: 15:23
Maghrib: 18:03
Isha: 19:20

I, Shaik Mushtaaq s/o Shaik
Yousuf holder of Indian

CHANGE OF NAME

FOR SALE

BMW 2003 Model regis-
tered till March 2018, lady
driven excellent condition,
done 134,000 km, blue col-
or. Call: 66711141. (C 5288)
25-3-2017

Passport No. G3955355 Civil ID
No. 276030802124 has
changed my name to Shaik
Mukthar Ahmed herein after in
all my dealings and docu-
ments. (C 5289) 22-3-2017



SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2017

Today you may find yourself working for a half day or just long enough
to finish up a project in the workplace. Your logic is good and you have

built a reputation for thinking quickly, on your feet, so to speak. You can walk into
most any room and gain respect for obtaining whatever information is needed. A
profession as a spy, detective or researcher is quite possible for you. You are confident
in whatever position you hold. You are emotionally stable and other people sense this
about you. Create some goals now for an exciting birth year ahead. You will find your
circle of friends enlarging this year. Your part in this activity is to just sit back and enjoy
the parade. Friends want to show you a good time tonight. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Your ability to persuade others works to your benefit. Your resourceful
ideas and sharp intellect often work to your advantage. You intuitively seem to know
how to manage it so that you will be in the right place at the right time. This morning
you make a big sale or complete some project or get a special call. This may even mean
that you make a good profit from the sale of a valuable item or from property. You may
be enticed by someone out of the ordinary this afternoon or just feeling more experi-
mental. Be smart and look for ways in which to channel your intensity and passion. You
could benefit by closing your eyes for a bit this afternoon-listen to your favorite music-
let your mind flow. It is ok if you fall asleep a bit. Dinner is experimental and fun.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You intuitively know that things are looking upward! You are entering a
phase of emotional directness and focus-one marked by forceful and powerful feel-
ings. Do not spread yourself too thin or you will just slow yourself down-you are inde-
pendent. You are satisfied by meeting your obligations. Creative and pleasurable
interests are high. Get serious about travel plans and include your loved one in your
future plans. Spontaneity is the special word for you. These are great days for dou-
bling your money! Take a chance on a business venture-you are likely to find positive
results. Investment opportunities can be found in the fields of nursery care for chil-
dren, restaurants, home decorating and furnishings for vacation accommodations.

It could be important to do some serious thinking about your work or
career just now, particularly if you feel it is inadequate. Plan before you act and have
clearly defined objectives; you will find success. Find ways in which to merge your
spiritual life into every other aspect of your life. This will give you encouragement.
Turn your intuitive eye onto what is and what is not beneficial at this time. Take more
time to build stamina in your life; climb stairs. You are able to enjoy and value your
own life situation. A friend or loved one gets special attention from you this after-
noon. It is your turn to encourage this person and help with gaining a focus on his or
her future independence. An engagement or birth may soon be in the forecast.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Your attitude toward your health will make a big difference in how you
feel physically. A strong intention to change things may be met with opposition-do not
push, you will find a compromise. You are entering a phase of emotional directness
and impulsiveness-one that is marked by forceful and powerful feelings. However, you
have the energies working in your favor if you pace yourself and take plenty of time to
think through your argument or methods of persuasion. Your taste in art and apprecia-
tion in general are heightened. Perhaps this is a good time to select furnishings, colors,
etc. You may also prefer to just sit back and enjoy what you have-to live life. Young peo-
ple and a special loved one will be plotting to surprise you this evening.

As most of us, you can occasionally want to rest your energies-per-
haps in procrastination. However, putting your resources to work now will show suc-
cessful results. Act quickly. You and others will see your achievements today. You aim
to find the middle way and you strive for balance. Take time to enjoy the results of
your labor later this day when you really can step back and take a break. This after-
noon is an excellent time to solidify existing friendships while gaining the affections
of acquaintances. Seize the chance when it comes! Any domestic needs should be
carried out successfully as well. The need to have a support system is important this
evening. Careful, you must realize that friends will have opinions.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You have a clear understanding of your position in the world, as well as
the people you care about now. Life's problems seem manageable. This is a great
time, when good fortune and plain old luck surrounds you. It is easy for you to make
correct decisions, find the right path and move forward where career and success are
concerned. The support you need is available. You must realize that friends and rela-
tives rely on you as much as you depend on them. You may see a turning point in
your outlook on life and relationships now. Some sort of extra support or recognition
is given to you at this time. If you seek a contented home life, you will enjoy content-
ment. Take a trip this evening to a romantic setting-romance is in the air.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

An outgoing and very expressive time will begin for you soon. You could
miss out on some of the fun if you keep working overtime, so . . . Give yourself a break
from your usual hard work. A special project that is connected with your home may have
your attention. You may decide that working on the addition to your home or looking for
a new home may be where you are most interested. Make it a point to search your feel-
ings before making any major decisions concerning loved ones now. Harmony and
beauty are deeply satisfying and time alone with loved ones is beneficial. A love relation-
ship will become closer and more meaningful now. Perhaps a healing or an agreement
can be reached. This evening there is time to relax and refurbish your energies.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You are action oriented, creative, enthusiastic and ready to accomplish
what is set before you now. New projects move quickly and problems

have little staying power with you on board to do the problem solving. Work has been
steady but you may be tempted to take on a part-time job in order to have some extra
finances for an upcoming trip, special date, etc. Time away from your living surroundings
is a good thing this afternoon. Visitors to your household later today may consist of fami-
ly or old friends. Perhaps some tourist attraction that you and your family have always
wanted to see or experience is at the forefront of your mind. Plans are forming for some
great new adventure; write down your ideas and get feedback from the others.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

This is a good time to do research. Take your time and take clear notes. A
friend may try to sway you from your path today, but stay true to yourself by doing
what is necessary to move forward and complete your task. Stay focused but do not
be afraid to share your compassionate nature with others. If you ask your highest
most inner self those questions that boggle your mind, you will be able to find the
answers you need-especially when least expected. This brings you back time and time
again to discover the new and what seems impossible. This afternoon is a good time
for tennis, golf or bicycle riding with a friend. While you are out you may catch a

glimpse of some beautiful blossoms. A vase of flowers is a welcome sight on a table.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Your reckless side is showing. You may be tempted to abandon your
practical, businesslike persona for a chance at some off-the-wall activity.

Considering this may be a day off for you, you may gather your friends and entertain
each other. A little off-road ride or a good movie can be enjoyed by you and your
friends. A few new ideas are floating around for a new invention or adventure and
there is much talk about the times when you can gather once again. A freshly mowed
yard, a fresh bag of charcoal and some steaks thawing just for you to cook will be a little
difficult to ignore this evening. A summer vegetable garden is a good idea and worthy
of your planning talents. Take some time to enjoy your loved ones this evening. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

A naturally strong urge is present creating a powerful need to be in con-
trol and may cause you to draw on some extra energy and plan your future with more
determination. One does not have to be manipulative to be in control but one does
have to become aware and in tune with the possibilities so as to take charge of the
future, and in today's case, the future is yours. Take notes and dream big; adjustments
can be made as you move along life's highway. A business relationship is on solid
ground and expanding your business or interests may be something worth consider-
ing at this time. Appreciation to others should come easily at this time and can do
positive things for your disposition. This evening, fate shines on you-love is in the air!

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1559

ACROSS
1. A watery solution of sugars, salts, and miner-

als that circulates through the vascular
system of a plant.

4. Small sweet triangular nut of any of various
beech trees.

12. Automatic data processing by electronic
means without the use of tabulating cards
or punched tapes.

15. Title for a civil or military leader (especially
in Turkey).

16. United States prizefighter who won the
world heavyweight championship in 1952
(1924-1969).

17. The sound made by a pigeon v 1.
18. An imaginary elephant that appears in a

series of French books for children.
20. A fraudulent business scheme.
21. A town and port in northwestern Israel in

the eastern Mediterranean.
23. An Arabic speaking person who lives in

Arabia or North Africa.
24. A light strong brittle gray toxic bivalent

metallic element.
25. A native or resident of Wales.
27. The blood group whose red cells carry

both the A and B antigens.
30. A genus of Lamnidae.
33. A former Chinese custom of touching the

ground with the forehead as a sign of
respect or submission.

34. A federally chartered corporation that pur-
chases mortgages.

38. Surveying instrument consisting of the
upper movable part of a theodolite
including the telescope and its attach-
ments.

39. A midwestern state in north central United
States in the Great Lakes region.

41. A white powder with a pleasant taste and
odor.

45. Pan with a convex bottom.
46. Group of people related by blood or mar-

riage.
48. A child's room for a baby.
50. Belonging to or on behalf of a specified

person (especially yourself ).
52. Any of numerous soft-finned schooling

food fishes of shallow waters of northern
seas.

53. An intensely radioactive metallic element
that occurs in minute amounts in uranium
ores.

55. Tropical American tree with large peltate
leaves and hollow stems.

58. A soft silvery metallic element of the alkali
earth group.

59. A dissolute man in fashionable society.
63. (Hindu) A manner of sitting (as in the prac-

tice of Yoga).
66. Having accumulated or become more

intense.
69. An amino acid that is found in the central

nervous system.
72. Any loose flowing garment.
73. The activity of contributing to the fulfill-

ment of a need or furtherance of an effort
or purpose.

74. A ceremonial procession including people
marching.

75. (Islam) The man who leads prayers in a
mosque.

76. Widely cultivated in tropical and subtropi-
cal regions for its fragrant flowers and col-
orful fruits.

77. A French verse form of 10 or 13 lines run-
ning on two rhymes.

78. A small cake leavened with yeast.

DOWN
1. A island in the Netherlands Antilles that is

the top of an extinct volcano.
2. Any culture medium that uses agar as the

gelling agent.
3. A metabolic acid found in yeast and liver

cells.
4. The rate at which heat is produced by an

individual in a resting state.
5. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
6. Any of several related languages of the Celts

in Ireland and Scotland.
7. Being one hundred more than two hundred.
8. A native American chieftain who argued for

peace with the European settlers (16th
century).

9. One of the most important fungi cultivated
in Japan.

10. An organization of independent states to
promote international peace and security.

11. Slices of bread that have been toasted.
12. Electronic warfare undertaken to insure

effective friendly use of the electromag-
netic spectrum in spite of the enemy's use
of electronic warfare.

13. The capital and chief port of Qatar.
14. Wood of any poon tree.
19. The trait of lacking restraint or control.
22. Soreness and warmth caused by friction.
26. Less than normal in degree or intensity or

amount.
28. Any of numerous local fertility and nature

deities worshipped by ancient Semitic
peoples.

29. A jamb for a door.
31. Paralysis of the vocal cords resulting in an

inability to speak.
32. The capital of Lombardy in northern Italy.
35. 100 ngwee equal 1 kwacha.
36. The Oceanic language spoken by the Maori

people in New Zealand.
37. A resin used in adhesives and paints.
40. A low woody perennial plant usually hav-

ing several major branches.
42. Gully or streambed in North Africa and the

Middle East that remains dry except dur-
ing rainy season.

43. A ruler of the Inca Empire (or a member of
his family).

44. A member of a Dravidian people living on
the southwestern coast of India.

47. (astronomy) The angular distance of a
celestial point measured westward along
the celestial equator from the zenith
crossing.

49. A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat
trimmed off.

51. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake
Chad.

54. An appetizer consisting usually of a thin
slice of bread or toast spread with caviar
or cheese or other savory food.

56. Capital and largest city of Iraq.
57. A telegram sent abroad.
60. Any property detected by the olfactory sys-

tem.
61. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a

skewer usually with vegetables.
62. Swelling from excessive accumulation of

serous fluid in tissue.
64. A branch of the Tai languages.
65. The United Nations agency concerned with

civil aviation.
67. An officer who acts as military assistant to a

more senior officer.
68. A unit of weight used in east Asia approxi-

mately equal to 1.3 ounces.
70. The month following March and preceding

May.
71. Bulky grayish-brown eagle with a short

wedge-shaped white tail.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists

Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444

Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222

Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171

Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999

Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700

Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223

Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)

Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510

Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660

Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478

Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996

Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988

Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166

Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners

Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123

Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312

Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920

Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465

Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528

Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781

Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists

Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534

Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955

Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660

Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120

Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC

     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS
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Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Azerbaijan 00994

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lesotho 00266

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tome 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Togo 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263
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The 'Mamma Mia' star and her husband Thomas
Sadoski have welcomed a baby girl into the world,
a spokesperson for the couple has confirmed. No

other details about the birth have yet to be released but
it comes only a few weeks after Thomas revealed he and
Amanda had married in secret after getting engaged in
September last year. He said: "We eloped ... we just took
off into the country with an officiant and just the two of
us, and we did our thing. We had a great day. It was per-
fect. "Listen, she's the person I love, admire, respect
most in the world. I know that you guys are close
friends, and I know that she would want you to know, so
don't tell anyone." And the blonde beauty is no doubt

thrilled that her little one is here as she previously con-
fessed she is so "ready" to meet her baby. Asked how
her pregnancy is going, Amanda shared: "It's good [but]
I'm ready ... I'm ready ... I'm ready to meet the kid." And
Thomas added: "It's the best thing I've ever done in my
life. She's extraordinary. She's incredible. I'm terrified, to
steal a line from 'Ghostbusters,' 'I'm terrified beyond
capacity for rational thought,' but I couldn't be more
excited. She's already an extraordinary mom and I'm so
proud of her. Her voice, my God I know, already this kid
is lucky. She gets the singing. I clean up the poop."

Amanda Seyfried has 
given birth to her first child

The 24-year-old model-and-actress would have
taken her life in a very different direction if she
hadn't found success on the catwalk at a young

age. She said: "If I hadn't gone into modeling or acting,
I would have loved to be an astronaut or a spy." The
'Paper Towns' actress is known for her bushy brows,
and though she didn' t  l ike them when she was
younger, she's learned to "embrace" them and is
thankful she followed the advice of her mother not to
pluck them. She said: "The best beauty advice I've
been given is from my mother, who told me not to
pluck my eyebrows... "All the women in my family have
really big brows. As a child, I didn't care for mine, but
I've since learned to embrace them, as you should.
Now, I keep them in check." When she is acting, Cara
relies on make-up to help her get into character. She
explained: "Make-up really helps me get into character
for my acting roles. "It's like putting on another skin,
another armor, which helps me transform into any
character." But if she has a day off, Cara prefers to go
bare-faced. She told Britain's ELLE magazine: "On my
days off, I like to keep things simple and let my skin
breathe, so I'll go make-up free. "I always keep a mas-
cara in my bag for when I need to quickly turn things
around from day to night. "Rimmel Scandaleyes
Reloaded Mascara is my trusted favorite." The blonde
beauty isn't a fan of working out regularly but does try
to stay active. She said: "My approach to working out is
sporadic. But I like going to boxing and dancing class-
es. It's good to keep moving any time you can."

Delevingne wants

to be an 'astronaut

or a spy'

The 26-year-old actress has enjoyed an on/off rela-
tionship with her fiance Evan Peters since they
began dating in 2012 after meeting on the set of

'Adult World', but Emma says having her love life on
public display can be difficult, especially because of
"social media". Speaking to People magazine about
maintaining privacy in her public relationship, Emma
said: "I mean, I think it's all about just really knowing
who you are yourself. And staying grounded with your
family and with your friends. "I think it's easy to get so
caught up in it because now with social media, there is
no stepping away, really, because even when you do it's
still all on your phone. So I think [it's about] figuring out

how to really step away and kind of turn it off and make
time for yourself and your real life." Meanwhile, Emma
and 30-year-old Evan - who star together in 'American
Horror Story' - put their engagement back on in
November last year after having called it off in May. A
source said at the time: "Emma and Evan are engaged
again. She's been wearing her ring on set. Everyone on
set knows." The pair first got engaged over Christmas in
2013 but called off their marriage plans in June 2015.
Evan and Emma later reconciled in August of the same
year before splitting in May. 

The 'Captain America: Civil War' would love to be a
dad in the future but is enjoying being an uncle at
the moment. He said: "I have a big family, a lot of lit-

tle nieces and nephews, and cousins, and a lot of people
in my life that I care about ... Chris does want to be a dad-
dy someday." And the 35-year-old actor really bonded
with his 10-year-old co-star in 'Gifted', who plays his six-
year-old niece and math prodigy. Speaking about his 10-
year-old co-star, he added to E! News: "Crying on cue is a
tough thing to do, but I tell you what there is no better
catalyst than this little nugget over here. She is so good
and so honest. Those tears start rolling, you would have
to be pretty heartless to not get emotional." Meanwhile,
Chris is not long out of a relationship, having split from
actress Jenny Slate earlier in the year. Opening up about
relationships recently, he shared: "There's a certain shared
life experience that is tough for someone else who's not
in this industry to kind of wrap their head around. Letting
someone go to work with someone for three months and
they won't see them. It really, it certainly puts the rela-
tionship to the test."

Chris Evans
wants to become a

father someday

Idris Elba thinks
diversity has become

a ‘corny’ word

The 'Jungle Book' star believes people are get-
ting tired of hearing the term thrown about
in relation to the movie and television indus-

try in the UK and across the pond in the US. He
said: "It's become a bit of a corny word. People are
just like, 'Oh, stop talking about it.'" And Idris was
unimpressed when Labour politician Oona King
called him to do a "boring" speech at the Houses of
Parliament last year. He shared: "Oona certainly
pulled me by the scruff of the neck and was like,
'Get up there and say it!' She pushed me to go
even further and, y'know, Oona is one of the most
powerful people I know, and very persuasive. Very
persuasive." And King added: "He said, 'No, I don't
want to just give a speech about black people.' He
didn't want to be further labeled because when
you're labeled your whole life you get sick of it. But
I reminded him he has an extraordinary power to
make people listen. To start doing night shifts in a
car factory in Dagenham and end up a global
Hollywood A-lister is almost impossible. It's to defy
every label." Meanwhile, Idris also admitted he was
left feeling "panicked" when he found himself
without a job after his character - Stringer Bell in
the TV show 'The Wire' - was killed off after only
three seasons. He told The Guardian newspaper:
"Yeah, I was definitely panicked at losing my job. I
wasn't a household name, I was part of a very suc-
cessful show and then I was off that successful
show. But, y'know, from the day I decided I wanted
to be an actor, which was probably [when I was]
13-and-a-half years old in a drama class, I've never,
ever worried about if I'm going to get there - I've
just got there."

The 'Modern Family' star - who hails from Colombia - is
currently stuck in a court battle with Nick Loeb over the
pair's frozen embryos and in a new letter submitted to

the court, Nick slams the actress for speaking in her native lan-
guage. In the letter, he wrote: "I like spending time with you
out at night much more than any of my friends. What I do not
like and what I will not put up with anymore is the Spanish,
and no I do not like hanging out with you when you speak in
Spanish, with others at the table or out with us. "I may as well
be alone and for someone who cares so much for what other
people think, I am surprised that you think its ok. Not only is it
rude and disrespectful, it is classless. And for you to then
berate, embarrass, and humiliate me in front of others when I
ask you to stop is not happening anymore. "You tell me, I need
to remind you, and then I do and you make fun of the situa-

tion. I should never of let this get this far, but I have some
boundaries that I have let you cross, and this is one of them.
It's not ok, you will not do this anymore, or I will just get up,
leave and go. (sic)" Meanwhile, Sofia previously insisted she
isn't worried if she portrays a stereotype in her acting career
as she knows it is important to have representation for all
races on screen. She shared: "What's wrong with being a
stereotype? Gloria's character is inspired by my mom and my
aunt. They are both Latin women who grew up in Colombia,
like me. They love colour, prints and shoes ... "It upsets me
when Latinos complain about Gloria. I am grateful for the
opportunity because the gringos have let me in with this
strong accent I have. Eight years ago nobody had an accent
like this on television."

Emma Roberts shares the 
key of a 'public' relationship 

Vergara's ex called her 
'classless' for speaking Spanish
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The 18-year-old aspiring photogra-
pher - who is the son of former soc-
cer star David Beckham and fashion

designer Victoria Beckham - was originally
supposed to release his photography book
'What I  See' on May 4, but has now
announced it  won't hit shelves until
almost two months later on June 29, as he
wants to get his school exams out the way
first. Taking to Instagram on Friday to share
the news, Brooklyn wrote: "Happy to say
my book's now out on 29th June after
exams are done! Excited to meet as many
of you as I can at signings, dates and loca-
tions coming soon. 3 month countdown
#whatisee - link for signed copies in bio!
(sic)" 'What I See' is set to feature 300 pic-

tures taken by the teenager and include
some previously unseen snaps of him.
Publishers Penguin Random House said
the book "offer his followers a rare glimpse
at the world through his eyes". As well as
the photos, Brooklyn has also written the
foreword and penned all the captions.
Francesca Dow, managing director of
Penguin Random House Children's, said:
"Brooklyn Beckham's images inspire a gen-
eration across the globe, and this book will
give his fans a broader insight into the
world seen through his unique and cre-
ative perspective."

Brooklyn Beckham has
pushed back his book

Ford called himself

a 'schmuck' after

crashing plane

The 47-year-old actor was flying his private plane into
John Wayne Airport near Orange County in early
February when he reportedly flew close to a taxiing

American Airlines flight, which was carrying 110 passen-
gers, as he came into land.  In new audio footage obtained
by TMZ.com, the 'Star Wars: The Force Awakens' actor can
be heard telling the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
the reason behind his close call. He said in the clip: "[I'm]
the schmuck that landed on the taxiway. I was distracted
by the airliner which was in movement when I turned to
the runway and also the big turbulence from the landing."
At the time of the incident, the FAA released a statement
saying Harrison had been cleared to land on "Runway 20L",
but had instead attempted to land on the taxiway "that
runs parallel" to his approved landing strip. The statement
read: "Air traffic controllers cleared the pilot of a single-
engine Aviat Husky to land on Runway 20L at John Wayne
Airport Monday afternoon. "The pilot correctly read back
the clearance. The pilot then landed on a taxiway that runs
parallel to the runway, overflying a Boeing 737 that was
holding short of the runway." No one was injured in the
close call but the FAA are currently investigating this inci-
dent. It is not the first plane incident the 'Blade Runner'
actor - who has many years of flying experience - has been
involved in as of late. In March 2015, Harrison was flying his
two-seater vintage World War II training plane when he
was forced to land it on Penmar Golf Course in Venice, Los
Angeles after the plane suffered engine failure. At the time,
it was revealed Harrison performed a "textbook emer-
gency landing", which saved his life.

The former Spice Girl bid her final
farewell to her father Martin
Brown on Friday in a "low-key

affair" which saw Mel's Spice Girls band
mate Emma Bunton and Atomic Kitten
member Kerry Katona amongst the
guests. Mel, 41, was spotted arriving at
Los Angeles International airport on
Thursday with her three daughters -
Phoenix, 18, whom she has with ex-hus-
band Jimmy Gulzar, Angel, nine, from
her fling with Eddie Murphy, and
Madison, five, whose father in Mel's
estranged husband Stephen Belafonte -
as they prepared to fly back to the UK
for the funeral, which took place in
Mel's home city of Leeds. A source told
The Sun newspaper about the funeral:
"The funeral was planned to be a low
key affair, but with the family all back
on good terms it looked like things
would be very peaceful and sensitively
done.  "It's obviously been a very tough
time after Martin's passing - but they're

so pleased to be back together as a
family." For Mel, the funeral comes just
days after it was revealed she has filed
for divorce from her husband and film
producer Stephen, after citing "irrecon-
cilable differences". It was reported the
pair - along with Mel's three daughters -
had attended family therapy session in
order to "make sure their kids are OK" in
the wake of the split. The pair were said
to have travelled in separate cars to the
session which took place in Mulholland
Estates in Beverly Hills, at the home of
Mel's long time psychiatrist Doctor
Charles Sophy. And all three children
travelled in a third car with their nanny.
The reported family therapy session is
believed to be the first session of this
kind that the pair have attended,
though it was previously reported they
had tried couples therapy before their
split to no avail.

Mel B has attended

the funeral for her

late father

Shailene Woodley
guilty in Dakota

Access Pipeline trial 

The 'Divergent' star was among around 100 protest-
ers - 26 of whom were later arrested - who turned up
to the construction site in October last year to air

their views against the proposed pipeline plans, which
aims to transport crude oil from the North Dakota Bakken
region through South Dakota and Iowa into Illinois, cross-
ing the Missouri River. At the time, Shailene, 25, was
arrested one count of misdemeanor criminal trespassing
and one count of misdemeanor engaging in a riot. Now, in
legal documents obtained by TMZ.com, the 'Snowdon'
actress has taken a plea deal which saw her plead guilty to
one count of disorderly conduct, for which she will face
one year of unsupervised probation. After Shailene's
actions, the Department of Justice halted the pipeline
project and ordered the development company to sus-
pend all construction work. The 'Snowden' actress previ-
ously said: "That is beautiful, but that is not a win. A win is
when they say 'We are not moving this pipeline to some
other location, to affect clean water, but we are going to
stop it and nix it.'" Meanwhile the 'Descendants' actress -
who streamed the protest and her subsequent arrest on a
Facebook Live chat - originally claimed she was being
arrested because of her fame. She said in the video: "I'm
being arrested! I was down there with everybody else! I
don't know what's going on, as soon as they came I left.
It's because I'm well known, it's because I have 40,000
people watching."

John Legend
suitcase was
stolen at JFK 

The 38-year-old musician was almost left without
his luggage - which is reported to have includ-
ed a pair of $30,000 Cartier Panther jewel-stud-

ded cuff links and a $500 pair of sunglasses, as well as
designer clothes - when it was left unattended by his
greeter and an opportunistic thief tried to grab it.
Luckily for the 'All of Me' hitmaker, airport police saw
the events unfold on the CCTV cameras around the
area, and managed to catch the culprit before he
made off with John's possessions. Taking to Twitter
on Friday, John quoted a tweet from one fan asking
whether the thief had approached him and said: "This
story is untrue. We use a trusted car service and they
did not rob me. Our Delta greeter made a mistake
and left a bag on the cart (sic)" He then tweeted: "The
bag was taken because it was left unattended. The
airport police caught the person who took it (on
video) and retrieved my bag. "Thanks to the airport
police/security. One could say it's been "handled".
(sic)" It is not known whether John was travelling
alone at the time, or if his wife Chrissy Teigen and
their 11-month-old daughter Luna were with him.
Meanwhile, the 'Love Me Now' recently said he cred-
its Chrissy with helping him "grow" as a person. He
said: "We were always different. I was always a little
bit more buttoned up, and she was always more
brash and free. "I would get a little nervous at first
with some of the things she would say because I did-
n't know how people would react. I usually played it
more safely. "[But now] I think she's brought me out
of my shell a bit, and made me enjoy life a little bit
more. It's been fun to grow together in that."

Kim Kardashian West, 36, was robbed at gunpoint in
Paris, France, in October last year and sources have
now reported that since the ordeal the whole family

- which includes Kim's mother Kris, sisters Khloe and
Kourtney, brother Rob, and half-sisters Kendall and Kylie -
have been given a new security team which follows them
"most of the time". A source said: "Security and privacy
issues have changed not only for her but for the whole
family. They have security guards most of the time when
they go out." But the insider insisted the call for a new
team wasn't to do with their former bodyguard Pascal
Duvier - who was let go from his position after the robbery
- but because the 'Keeping Up with the Kardashians' stars

wanted a "larger" team with "fresh eyes". They added to
People magazine: "It wasn't to do with issues with Pascal -
they parted on good terms - but they just needed a fresh
team with fresh eyes. This team is a lot larger and with
them 24/7." The news comes just days after it was reported
that Kim's half sister Kendall, 21, had $200,000 worth of
jewelry stolen from her house in the Hollywood Hills last
week. It is thought the burglars entered Kendall's house
sometime between her leaving at lunchtime and returning
home at 8pm. Kendall didn't raise the alarm at first as she
didn't realise things had gone missing until she went to
her bedroom just after one in the morning. 

Kardashian family has security 'with them 24/7'

The 36-year-old actress stars as Karen Baker in the
upcoming action comedy movie - which is based on
the 1970s TV show of the same name - and has said

she had trouble being "mean" to the 42-year-old actor,
who plays her on-screen husband Officer Jon Baker,
because she "likes him so much". Kristen - who has two
daughters Lincoln, three, and Delta, two, with Dax - said: "It
was hard to be mean to him because my character is his

estranged, trophy wife... and it was difficult because I do
really ... he's so endearing, and I like him so much." And
Kristen says she did her best to learn to dislike her spouse -
whom she tied the knot within 2013 - during filming, and
drew on the experiences of all the little arguments they've
had throughout their romance, which has spanned a
decade. She added during an appearance on 'Good
Morning America' on Friday: "From an actor's perspective I
was like, 'Hmm, I'll take the 15 times he's really annoyed
me in our last 10 years [together] and I'll put those all into
a Coke bottle, pop a Mentos in there, shake it up and then
that will be Karen.'" Meanwhile, Dax - who also took on
directorial duties for the movie - recently revealed he
directed the feature in the nude, and said although he ini-
tially concealed his modesty when having to step behind
the camera, he eventually shed his inhibitions as well as his
clothes. He said: "I think in the morning I started off put-
ting my robe on in between every take when I would go
over and talk to the camera department. "But, as less and
less time was available to us, I found that I was not putting
my robe on between takes and I'd be like, 'Wow, I haven't
put on any clothes on in three or four hours and everyone
seems to be fine with it.' — Bangshowbiz 

Kristen Bell found it hard to star alongside her husband 
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Ahug. A wink. A dance. A non-answer. These are
the so-called gay moments in a handful of
recent high-profile studio movies that have

sparked both rapturous celebration and startling back-
lash. From Sulu in "Star Trek Beyond" to LeFou in
"Beauty and the Beast" and now Trini in "Power
Rangers," the latest Hollywood fascination is the subtle
nod that a once straight or undefined character is now
or has always been gay.

But it's often so subtle that if it wasn't first dis-
cussed by filmmakers or actors, it's a wonder whether
anyone would notice at all. Sulu can be seen hugging
a man. LeFou winks at Gaston and later dances with a
man. And Trini fails to answer a flirty question about
whether she's having "boyfriend problems"... or "girl-

friend problems?" What are we to make of these "blink
and you'll miss them" moments in a year when
"Moonlight," with its explicit exploration of gay
themes, can rise to become the best picture winner at
the Academy Awards? Is this progress? For some, it is.
For others, it's too much acclaim for too little action.

'Outsized credit' 
Buzzfeed film critic Alison Willmore wrote an article

on Wednesday exploring the "outsized credit" that
Hollywood is getting for the recent "seriously small
moments of LGBT inclusivity." "While, to be sure, even
incremental progress should be celebrated - any for-
ward movement is better than none - this is an incredi-
bly unsatisfactory beat to go on to be widely dissemi-
nated as a breakthrough for inclusivity," Willmore

wrote of the ambiguous "Power Rangers" moment.
Not so ambiguous is how the film industry is lag-

ging in LGBT representation, especially compared with
strides that have been made in television. A 2016
report by the University of Southern California found
that 82 of the 100 top movies of 2015 did not depict
one LGBT speaking or named character. In a study by
the gay advocacy group GLAAD of major studio releas-
es in 2015, 17.5 percent contained characters identi-
fied as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender - a per-
centage that was unchanged from 2014.

But even "Beauty and the Beast" director Bill
Condon and many of his cast quickly retreated from
previous comments about the film's "gay moment,"
saying the response had been "overblown."
Hollywood might not be to blame for the dozens of
articles that help to amplify small moments that are
also socially significant firsts ("first gay superhero"
and "first gay Disney character").  They're eminently
clickable and part of the modern business model of
internet news, especially as the public, actors and
filmmakers weigh in.

For GLAAD President and CEO Sarah Kate Ellis,
however, the minor moments are "incredibly impor-
tant," especially in major studio films with significant
youth audiences. A film like "Moonlight," she noted, is
an adult film that came out from an independent dis-
tributor and producer. "LGBT youth have a right to see
their happily ever after, too," Ellis said. A recent exhaus-
tive GLAAD study found that 20 percent of millennials
identify as LGBT - a statistic she thinks might have con-
tributed to social media movements like the
#GiveElsaaGirlfriend and #GiveCaptainAmericaa
Boyfriend campaigns.

Ellis knows the "moments" are just a first step - she
would like to eventually see LGBT protagonists in all-
ages films - but for her, it shows that major studios,
often too risk averse to change, are making an effort to
test the waters. For years, writers, fans and LGBT schol-
ars have enjoyed speculating about which Disney
characters were secretly gay - from "The Lion King's"
isolated bachelor Scar to the marriage-averse Merida
from "Brave." But none have ever been outwardly con-
firmed as such.

Unsung history 
It's also noteworthy that all three recent gay-

moment examples can be justified as tributes to the
unsung gay history behind many of these stories. LGBT
activist George Takei originated the character of Sulu.
The late lyricist Howard Ashman wrote much of
"Beauty and the Beast" while dying of AIDS and passed

away before the film even came out. And, in the case
of "Power Rangers," the original Blue Ranger David
Yost left the series after being harassed for his sexual
orientation.

"There have been in the past these coded
moments threaded through stories that we've seen
on the big screen, but no studio has been big
enough or bold enough to own those moments," Ellis
said. "If you were part of the LGBT community or
ultra-observant, you might pick up on it. But having
the studio own it and not back down from it was a
big move forward for us."

From a business perspective, there was specula-
tion that perhaps there could be a downside when
reports emerged that a theater in Alabama was not
going to show "Beauty and the Beast," and a few pre-
dominantly Muslim countries had pulled the film for
review because of the gay moment. Then the film

opened to a whopping $357.1 million globally. "I
don't think it impacted Disney's bottom line one bit,"
said Paul Dergarabedian, a senior media analyst for
comScore.  In fact, he said the spotlight on LeFou
likely benefited the movie in the end, creating buzz,
awareness and a conversation.

Ellis has observed that in just a few weeks, the
tides have turned significantly.  She saw some
extremist anti-LGBT sentiments being thrown at
"Beauty and the Beast,"  but now, with "Power
Rangers," she's had trouble finding any backlash. It's
the perfect scenario to prove their point that "inclu-
sive content wins across the board." Ellis just hopes
that studios are taking notice. — AP 

Are 'gay moments' in 'Beauty' and 'Power Rangers' progress?

In this image released by Lionsgate, Becky G por-
trays Trini, the Yellow Ranger, in a scene from
"Power Rangers." — AP photos This image released by

Disney, Josh Gad, left, and
Luke Evans appear in a

scene from, "Beauty and
the Beast."

Public memorial

service to honor

Fisher and Reynolds

Stars and fans will gather for a public memorial to
honor late actresses Debbie Reynolds and Carrie
Fisher nearly three months after their deaths. The

ceremony honoring the lives of the mother-daughter
duo will be held at Forest Lawn-Hollywood Hills, the
storied cemetery that is their final resting place. People
will be granted attendance at the event on a first-come,
first-served basis, and it will be live-streamed on
www.debbiereynolds.com beginning at 1 pm Pacific.
The ceremony is slated to feature music by James Blunt
and "Star Wars" composer John Williams and display
Hollywood memorabilia that Reynolds collected
throughout her life.

Fisher, 60, an actress and writer who starred as
Princess Leia in the original "Star Wars" trilogy, died Dec.
27 after suffering a medical emergency days earlier
aboard a flight from London. Reynolds, 84, an Oscar-
nominated actress who shot to fame after starring in
"Singin' in the Rain" at age 19, died the following day
after being briefly hospitalized. "She said, 'I want to be
with Carrie,'" Reynolds' son, Todd Fisher, told The
Associated Press after his mother's death. "And then she
was gone."

The back-to-back deaths of two prominent actresses
were stunning, but they were made even more poignant
by the women's complex history. Fisher and Reynolds
had a strained relationship that Fisher explored in her
writing, but they later reconciled and became trusted
confidantes brought closer by painful events in their
lives. Reynolds lost one husband to Elizabeth Taylor, and
two other husbands plundered her for millions. Fisher
struggled with addiction and mental illness, which she
candidly described in books and interviews.

Fisher died after finishing work on "The Last Jedi," the
eighth film in the core "Star Wars" saga. Disney CEO Bob
Iger said this week that Fisher appears throughout the
film, and her performance will not be changed. Reynolds
earned an Oscar nomination for her starring role in "The
Unsinkable Molly Brown." The actresses participated in
an HBO documentary on their lives called "Bright Lights,"
which aired in January. Todd Fisher organized the
memorial to give fans an opportunity to honor his
mother and sister. Fisher's daughter, actress Billie Lourd,
is expected to attend. Stars including Meryl Streep,
Tracey Ullman and Stephen Fry mourned the actresses
at a private memorial in January. — AP 

Nick is usually known as a lawyer in Detroit but when he
travels the world's electronic music festivals he takes
on a new persona-he shaves tribal figures into his hair

and sprinkles glitter over his biceps. His latest occasion to live
out his alternative life is taking place this weekend in Miami at
the Ultra Music Festival, where dance music megastars includ-
ing Tiesto, David Guetta, Steve Aoki, Martin Garrix and Major
Lazer are spinning. "You work hard and you play hard," said
the 27-year-old lawyer, who shied away from using his last
name for professional reasons.

Chatting in between a hawker selling plastic penises and a
group of young Spaniards decked out in Spider-Man cos-
tumes, Nick explained how he has explored the world's elec-
tronic festivals and discovered "the coolest time you can pos-
sibly have." "It's crazy," he said. "Everybody is having a good
time and welcoming you like a family. It doesn't compare to a
rock concert. Best energy possible!"

The Ultra Music Festival is one of the world's premier
events for the booming scene of electronic dance music, or
EDM, along with Tomorrowland in Belgium and the Electric
Daisy Carnival, which takes place in Las Vegas with editions
around the world. Some 165,000 revelers descended on
Miami for the Ultra Music Festival-some from as far away as
Europe, South America and Japan. Many adorned their heads
with flowers, horns or rabbit ears. Young women sported biki-
nis with fishnet stockings and Converse sneakers, while other
fans dressed up as superheroes or even as human bananas.

With the exception of some neighbors who will struggle to
share space with the three-day party, virtually everyone
appeared in upbeat spirits. "Everybody is kind. It's a place
where everybody gets together and there's no hate, there's no
differences, there's no race, nothing matters anymore," said
James Tirado, a 21-year-old American student. "Everybody is
going to have a good time Everybody is loving each other," he
said. Scalpers outside offered tickets for $600, as inside the
choreographed LED lights and the intense mixes whipped the
crowd into a sweaty, jumping, skin-exposed mass.

Will the EDM bubble burst? 
Of all the world-famous DJs who were spinning, Tiesto has

been among the most loyal performers at the Ultra Music
Festival. He has performed all but one year at the festival since
its inaugural edition in 1999, when trance music dominated
EDM. The 48-year-old Dutch DJ was one of the biggest figures
in trance in the 1990s. Then a subculture at do-it-yourself
raves, EDM has grown into a massive phenomenon that draws
youth-and is also frequently associated with synthetic drugs
such as MDMA. "It's amazing what they have achieved. Now
they have a bigger production and they do it all over the
world. It's impressive," Tiesto told AFP, referring to Ultra's glob-
al editions that started in Brazil and have spread widely.

While most festival-goers were aware that the EDM boom
was recent, many did not realize that the music was gaining
an audience in the 1990s-when some in attendance at Ultra

had just been born. In a paper presented last year to an annu-
al International Music Summit in Ibiza, Spain, analyst Kevin
Watson estimated that electronic music was a $7.1 billion
global industry, soaring by 60 percent since 2012.

After sweeping North America and Europe, Watson point-
ed to strong growth for EDM in emerging markets such as
China and South America. One key factor, he wrote, is the
rapid growth of streaming which has made EDM increasingly
accessible to fans who are not discovering the beats on the
dance floor. But EDM has plenty of high-profile detractors.
Jane's Addiction frontman Perry Farrell, who founded the
alternative rock extravaganza Lollapalooza that takes place
in Chicago, last year regretted EDM's prominence at festivals
and said the music had lost the meditative quality of early
house music.

"I hate EDM. I want to vomit it out of my nostrils," he told
the Chicago Tribune last year. Pitchfork, the influential music
site that avidly chronicles the indie scene, ran a piece last year
that forecast a bursting bubble for EDM. It dated the start of
EDM's downfall to the 2013 viral craze of the producer
Baauer's song "Harlem Shake," saying it marked electronic
music's continued "transformation from subculture into mass-
media meme." — AFP 

Kendrick Lamar, one of the most praised voices in hip-
hop, took on both US President Donald Trump and
rivals in the rap world in a surprise new song. The

California rapper ended the track by throwing out the date
April 7 -- leading fans to expect more music, and perhaps
even his next album, on that date. Lamar late Thursday
dropped "The Heart Part 4," a nearly five-minute track of
rapid-fire rhyme that, in contrast to his often eclectic musi-
cal influences, is led by an unadorned bass line.

The Grammy-winning artist-whose 2015 album "To
Pimp a Butterfly" was quickly hailed as a classic-paints a
bleak picture on his latest track, rapping: "The whole world
goin' mad." "Donald Trump is a chump / Know how we feel,
punk / Tell 'em that God comin' / And Russia need a replay
button, y'all up to something," he raps, referring to the
Trump presidential campaign's alleged ties with Russia.
Lamar also points to Trump's failure to win the popular
vote in last year's election, rapping: "America's truth ain't
ignoring the votes."

Lamar has been an active social commentator. His

"Alright" became an unofficial anthem of the Black Lives
Matter movement, while another "To Pimp a Butterfly"
track-"How Much a Dollar Cost," about an encounter with a
beggar in South Africa-was hailed by then-president
Barack Obama as his favorite song of 2015. More unusually
for the 29-year-old Lamar, much of "The Heart Part 4" is
about boasting of his own status in hip-hop.

"30 millions later, my future favors / The legendary sta-
tus of a hip-hop rhyme savior," he raps, exalting both his
earnings and his skill. In several cryptic verses in the song,
Lamar appears to take shots at other rappers-especially
Drake, the Toronto superstar, whom he suggests is overrat-
ed. "The Heart Part 4" is loosely inspired by funk legend
James Brown's "Don't Tell a Lie About Me and I Won't Tell
the Truth On You," off his 1974 double-album "Hell." If
Lamar releases new music on April 7, it would come little
more than a week before he is one of the headliners of
Coachella, the premier music festival in California. — AFP 

In this Jan 25, 2015 file photo, Debbie Reynolds,
winner of the Screen Actors Guild lifetime award,
left, and Carrie Fisher pose in the press room at
the 21st annual Screen Actors Guild Awards in Los
Angeles. —  AP 

Finding the 'best energy' through EDM at Ultra Festival 
Festival goers rave in front of the stage of DJ Robin Schultz in the Ultra Music Festival in Miami on March 24, 2017.

Kendrick Lamar takes on Trump in new song

This file photo taken on November 19, 2016 shows rapper
Kendrick Lamar onstage during the 2016 American Music
Awards at Microsoft Theater in Los Angeles. — AFP 
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If gender bending fashion is suddenly all the
rage in the West, think Pharrell Williams promot-
ing Chanel's new unisex handbag, then

nowhere has the look excelled more than in Tokyo.
Japan, for decades a pioneer of the androgynous
look in the style of Comme des Garcons, Yohji
Yamamoto and Kenzo, is spawning young design-
ers blurring the lines expertly between masculine
and feminine.

Genderless-looking boys are gaining traction in
fashion circles and on the streets of Tokyo-gay but
mostly straight men who dye their hair and wear
make-up-not in an effort to pass themselves off as
women but to create a new standard of beauty.

"Our big theme has always been 'unisex'," says
Takeshi Kitazawa, one half of the design duo
behind trendy label DRESSEDUNDRESSED, sold by
dozens of stockists in Japan and abroad.
"'Genderless' is now really common," he explains
after his show at Tokyo Fashion Week, a parade of
eight male and four female models each wearing
interchangeable clothes.

Staying true to its brand name, it was a half-
dressed, half-undressed look of coats and trousers
slashed at the side with deep splits and men-rather
than women-parading down the catwalk in bare
legs.  The only snatches of femininity were small
red handbags dangled from the hand or strapped
across the chest, on men as well as women, or deli-
cate lace hems and high-heeled court shoes for
women.

'Scary before' 
"Isolation" and "control" were written upside

down on caps, oversized 1970s-style glasses par-
tially obscured the faces. It was not always possible
to tell if it was a man or a woman-and that was the
point.  "Japanese men especially are really flexible.
They wear women's brands and Japanese women
are the same as well. Perhaps Japanese culture
really is 'genderless'," said Kitazawa.

With most Japanese designers ambitious to
move into markets overseas, there is no trendier

time for androgynous fashion than now.  Twenty
percent of US millennials identify as something
other than strictly cisgender and straight, com-
pared to just seven percent of baby boomers, a sur-
vey by LGBTQ advocacy group GLAAD shows.

Transgender issues are back in the political
spotlight thanks to Donald Trump's widely criti-
cized decision to rescind US federal protections for
school students to use the bathroom of their
choice. Former gold medal-winning male

Olympian turned woman reality star, Caitlyn
Jenner, is a household name. American actress
Kristen Stewart and British model Cara Delevingne
are poster children for bisexuality.  "Now it's
acceptable to discuss it. It's acceptable to come out
now. It was so scary before," pop star Miley Cyrus
told Time magazine for a cover story last week on
young people redefining the meaning of gender.

No boundaries 
Rei Kawakubo of Comme des Garcons fame, a

pioneer of fashion androgyny, will be this spring's
subject of the Metropolitan Museum of Art's first
monographic show on a living designer since Yves
Saint Laurent, the legend who put women in
trousers and tuxedo jackets, in 1983.  Currently on
show at the Japan Society in New York is the exhi-
bition "A Third Gender: Beautiful Youths in
Japanese Prints" seeking to shed light on the com-
plex rules that governed gender in early modern
Japan.  It focuses on wakashu-male adolescents
who were objects of sexual desire for both men
and women and who appear to have constituted a
distinct third gender in the Edo period.

Skirts in the form of shirt dresses, such as a tar-
tan dressing-gown inspired number, each worn
over trousers are clearly an autumn/winter 2017
Japanese trend for men as seen on the runway at
Name.'s show.  ACUOD by CHANU is the brainchild
of a Korean designer repelled by suits as appropri-
ate dress for the 21st century man. He also sent
down the catwalk shirt dresses, even quilted ver-
sions, worn over tight trousers.  "I want to get rid of
any boundary among gender," explains designer
Chanwoo Lee.  "The mask is (part of that) as well,"
he added of black leather surgical masks covered in
grinning zip metallic zips in which he dressed all
his models, obscuring much of their faces. — AFP 

Gender-bending fashion on 
Tokyo runway bang on trend

DRESSEDUNDRESSED by Japanese designers Takeshi Kitazawa and Emiko Sato.

Tokyo
Fashion Week

Chika Kisada from "Chika Kisada" brand. Creations from TAAKK by Japanese designer Takuya Morikawa.  — AFP photos 
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Are 'gay moments' in 'Beauty'
and 'Power Rangers' progress?

A model parades a creation during the "Hempel Award" for the 25th China International Young Fashion Designers Contest after the opening ceremony of China Fashion Week in Beijing yesterday. — AFP 

For the last decade, American photographer James
Balog has been on a mission to document climate
change through his camera lens. His effort has taken

him to the farthest reaches of the world, from Antarctica
to the northern ends of Greenland, where he has cap-
tured the movements and melts of immense glaciers.

The results of his work were on display at Chicago's
Museum of Science and Industry, which on Thursday
opened the exhibit "Extreme Ice."  "I want people to
understand the ice," Balog told AFP in an interview at the
show opening. "Ice is the manifestation of climate change
in action." That change, often imperceptibly slow, is invisi-
ble to the eye. But, through time lapse photography,
Balog reveals how 24 glaciers around the world are evolv-
ing-showing giant bodies of ice moving in currents, and
crystal blue or green water pooling as melting accelerates.
A scientist by training, Balog's work has already garnered

attention and been the subject of two documentaries. 
This latest exhibit in Chicago, which juxtaposes photo-

graphs of glaciers taken years apart to show their rapid
decline, offers updated images and new locations, such as
Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania.  "(The images) make this
subject alive and resonant in people's hearts and minds,

in a way that just pure art or pure science wouldn't do
alone," Balog said. 

'Climate change is happening' 
More than 90 percent of the world's glaciers are melt-

ing, with 75 billion tons of ice lost in Alaska alone every
year. The scale of the problem can be hard to compre-
hend, but Balog's photographs make it more under-
standable.  Two juxtaposed images of the Bridge Glacier
in Canada-a thick sheet of ice covering a vast valley-
show its substantial retreat over a period of just three

years.  A section of the Trift Glacier in Switzerland, the
height of a mid-rise building with beautiful white, blue
and brown hues, appears shriveled to almost nothing
over a nine-year period.

"People (who) don't believe in global warming and cli-
mate change, they need to see this exhibit. Because it's
real," said Sharonya Simon, who appeared stunned while
viewing the photographs.  Simon, a teacher, brought her
elementary school class to the museum on a field trip. The
children were enthralled by the photos and the giant wall
of man-made ice which they could touch.  

"These photographs, these films, these interactives,
these are bringing people closer to the science," said
Patricia Ward, director of science and technology at the
museum.  "It's about making people more aware. People
understand that climate change is happening, but it may
not always be front and center in their mind," she said. 

'Suddenly you're stunned' 
Balog's images surprised even him back in 2007, when

he first started placing specially outfitted time-lapse cam-
eras in remote parts of the world.  "When you stand out
there, you don't see any of these changes," Balog said. 

"When you string together a whole set of those
images, suddenly you're stunned." In the works for more
than two years, the exhibit comes as President Donald
Trump's administration moves to roll back US regulations
aimed at curbing climate change. Trump has threatened
to pull the US out of the Paris accord on global warming,
and proposed funding cuts to climate change research at
home. The White House's budget director Mick Mulvaney
has called such funding "a waste of money."

Through the exhibit, Balog and the museum in the
United States' de facto Midwest capital, are putting a
stake in the ground on the side of climate science.  "I see
this as being a broad, broad issue that applies to everyone
regardless of their partisan political interest. So, I find this
intense politicization of the issue right now, in the current
administration, to be a real problem," Balog said. He is
now embarking on his second decade of gathering
images of the world's glaciers. —AFP 

Photographer captures climate change over a decade

US photographer James Balog speaks about his images at the "Extreme
Ice" exhibit at the Museum of Science and Industry March 23, 2017 in
Chicago, Illinois. — AFP photos 

A woman looks at one of the  images.

A boy touches one of the photos displayed during the "Extreme Ice"
exhibit.

People attend the "Extreme Ice" exhibit as they walk past a photo displayed on
a digital monitor.

People at the exhibit. Students on a field trip place their hands on a ice glacier replica.
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