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Nationality law

More than 50 years after the promulgation
of the Kuwaiti constitution and despite us
being a modern state, I fully believe there

are three fundamental issues that are still contro-
versial in Kuwait until now - the Kuwaiti nationality
law, the election law and women’s rights.

Some people may think that this is only an
objectionable opinion that lacks support by materi-
al evidence, because the nationality law is clear. As
is the election law for those who reach the age of
21. We also have a female MP in the National
Assembly and a minister in the government, so the
three elements have been achieved. 

I don’t think this is totally accurate. If this is true,
the controversy would not have continued over 50
years, until last week. The election law and
women’s right are not the aim of this article today,
but the possible changes in the nationality law has
sparked a heated debate in the society. The Kuwaiti
political scene these days seems a little complicat-
ed due to the desire of some MPs in the current
parliament to propose a law to amend some provi-
sions of Amiri decree no. 15 of 1959 of the Kuwaiti
nationality law.

Naturally, there is great sensitivity over these
issues in the Kuwaiti society, which suffers from a
large imbalance in the composition of the popula-
tion, and therefore each category has a personal
perspective of their own interests more than the
interests of the state, and this is very unfortunate,
because we are an urban and civil state. The indi-
vidual is expected to integrate in the state and not
vice versa, and disputes over such issues often raise
suspicion, especially at this time and over the cir-
cumstances experienced by the Gulf region.

The new parliamentary proposal includes the
following: Dual nationality is prohibited and the
interior ministry must notify such a person that one
of these should be relinquished within a period not
exceeding two years from the date of notification.
If the time limit ends without the announcement of
the choice of one of the two nationalities, an Amiri
decree must be issued on the proposal of the inte-
rior minister to withdraw the Kuwaiti nationality.

The proposal also includes a request to amend
some articles related to the revocation of nationali-
ty of those who gained nationality by fraud. The
proposal includes the clause that Kuwaiti nationali-
ty should be revoked for anyone in the following
cases (after it has been confirmed by a final judicial
ruling and based on a declaration submitted by the
interior minister):

Firstly, if the person enters military service of a
foreign country and remains there despite an order
issued by the government of Kuwait to leave it.
Secondly, if the person works for the benefit of a
foreign state which is at a state of war with Kuwait.
And finally, if the person joins a body or a group

that undermines the regime in Kuwait. According
to these incidences, the Kuwaiti nationality should
be revoked from the suspect alone. 

According to the proposal, the courts have the
right to examine decisions issued to withdraw and
revoke Kuwaiti nationality. Perhaps the most
important point here is that it clearly targets
restricting the authority of the cabinet minister in
withdrawing and revoking nationalities, and sub-
jects it fully to the judicial authority. But as a Kuwait
citizen, I have my concerns. According to some
press reports, the government has reservations
regarding the proposal of the role of the judicial
power on this.

Such action will lead to the inability of the exec-
utive authority to remove the person from the
place where he works, and they can continue to
harm the country’s interests. Also, this may involve
depletion of government funds unlawfully and liti-
gation may take years in courts, as well as the pos-
sibility of the expiration of the case or the death of
the perpetrator. These are eligible concerns.

The government is concerned over notifying
every Kuwaiti citizen who has acquired another
nationality by declaring the lawsuit in the newspa-
pers, specifying the time and waiting for the expiry
of the period stipulated in the declaration, then the
publication in the official gazette, and then issuing
an Amiri order for losing the Kuwaiti nationality,
because the proposal puts many burdens on the
ministry of interior and encourages people to
acquire a new nationality in the hope that it will
not be discovered. This is true, so the issue of lying
and cheating will not be resolved.

I agree that everyone has to respect the verdicts
of the judiciary, but I am in favor of the state opin-
ion that the issue of nationality is a sovereign right
of the country. It should not be left to any party in
granting or withdrawing it. After all, let’s not ignore
that the procedures of litigation in courts are slow
and this may threaten or harm the society and peo-
ple’s interests. The case may last years in court.

I believe the decision to grant or revoke nation-
ality is a state authority, so we need to be careful.
There seems to be a lot of anxiety and fear of allow-
ing such amendments in a vital case affecting the
future of Kuwait. I support the government’s reser-
vations, and the law of nationality should be han-
dled with extra care.

Local spotlight

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Recent statistics released by the Manpower and
Government Restructuring Program (MGRP) show that 81.1
percent of citizens registered for recruitment had filed to
get private sector jobs. Statistics also showed that the total
number of citizens registered for employment since the
beginning of January is 1,010, including 820 applying for
private sector jobs and 190 for public sector ones. MGRP is
a state department primarily concerned with helping
national manpower find jobs in the private sector.

SME fund
The parliamentary budgets and final statements com-

mittee met to discuss the budget of the national fund for
small and medium enterprises development (SME fund)
for the new fiscal year 2017-2018 and its final statement
for the fiscal year 2015-2016, in addition to the related

remarks of the State Audit Bureau (SAB). Committee
Chairman Adnan Abdulsamad said the meeting was held
in the presence of Minister of Commerce and Industry
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan.
Abdulsamad added that SAB was about to withdraw its
inspection teams for the second time because the SME
fund did not show any cooperation. He also urged the
minister to take serious measures to avoid the violations
detected by SAB, especially since the SME fund’s capital
was KD two billion, which could be jeopardized unless
regular bookkeeping is followed.  

Road projects
The Ministr y of Public Works’ (MPW ) Assistant

Undersecretary for Roads Engineering Affairs Ahmad Al-
Hassan said a total of KD 311,674,482 of the 2016-2017
budget allocated for the road sector projects (KD 373,
720,000) has been spent so far. Hassan explained that KD

70,274,949 was spent on various road projects during the
first three months of the fiscal year - April, May and June.
He added that KD 45,829,659 out of the total of KD
106,936,968 was spent during the final quarter of the
2016-2017 fiscal year. 

Expat teachers
The Ministry of Education’s (MoE) administrative sec-

tor starts receiving applications to update the informa-
tion of married expatriate female teachers this week to
make sure none of them receive rent allowance while
their husbands already receive it from another govern-
ment body. MoE stressed that all concerned teachers
would have to check with the ministry by the beginning
of April so that the rent allowances could be resumed for
them. Notably, the KD 60 rent allowance was suspended
for expat female teachers in February and March pend-
ing updating their information.

More citizens target
private sector jobs

Municipality law
needs amendments:

Councilor
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Chairman of the struc-
tural plan committee at the
Municipal Council Ali Al-Moussa
called for re-studying the new
municipality law 33/2016
because it includes many loop-
holes. Moussa added that prac-
tice showed that many of the
law’s articles need amendment.
For example, he noted that the
Municipal Council is currently
incapable of holding ordinary
meetings because of clause num-
ber 2 of article 13 of the law
which states that “a municipal
council member is deemed resigned from office if he files
to run for parliamentary elections.” Several Municipal
Council sessions were called off due to lack of quorum
since a number of members resigned to contest in National
Assembly elections that took place late last year.

Ali Al-Moussa

Speaker wraps up
3-day visit to Sweden

KUWAIT: National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem,
along with his entourage, con-
cluded yesterday a three-day
official visit to Sweden. 

Speaker Ghanem and his
associates were seen off at the
airport in Sweden by the State of
Kuwait Ambassador to the
nation, Nabil Al-Dekheel.

The delegation, comprising a
number of MPs, was in Rabat,
Morocco, on Saturday, where the
legislators took part in the Arab
Inter-Parliamentary Union conference, before they proceeded
to Sweden on Tuesday for meetings with the nation’s officials
and counterparts. —KUNA

Marzouq Al-Ghanem

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW) person-
nel apprehended a number of people on charges of steal-
ing power cables in Jahra. The detainees were taken to the
proper authorities for further legal procedures. MEW has
last year established a division where personnel are given
legal authority to investigate cases pertaining with power

cable thefts and arrest suspects involved in such cases. The
cables are stolen for the copper they contain which thieves
sell as junk metal. The division was established in response
to the growing number of such thefts which has resulted in
power cuts at various locations around the country. In oth-
er news, traffic police statistics about accidents over the
weekend showed that over 10 people were injured in 23
different traffic accidents.

Power cable thieves arrested in Jahra

RIYADH: Kuwait’s Ministry of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs has devised a
strategy to stifle the rise of violent
extremism and promote temperate-
ness in the Gulf region, a Kuwaiti offi-
cial said yesterday. Speaking after the
third meeting of Assistant Ministers
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs in the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC),
Undersecretary of Kuwait’s Ministry
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Fareed

Amadi said that the meeting “tackled
a number of pivotal issues to set the
stage for the meeting of GCC
Ministers of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs
slated for April 19-20 in Bahrain.”

He also spoke of plans to open
training centers that cater to the
growing demand for increased dia-
logue among Islamic scholars, part
of efforts to showcase the genuine
image of Islam, one that has been

sullied by extremism and terrorism.
Moreover, Amadi noted that plans
are in the works to open an obser-
vator y in  the Gulf  region that
would keep track of all anti-Islamic
propaganda.  

The meeting brought together del-
egations from across the Gulf region,
as the Kuwaiti contingent comprised
officials from Kuwait’s Ministry of
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs. —KUNA

GCC concocts plan to fight extremism: Official

BEIRUT: The Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development (KFAED) has
offered Lebanon a loan at a cost of KD 11.2
million ($36.9 million) to provide the coun-
try with a steady supply of water used for
consumption and irrigation.  The agree-
ment was co-signed yesterday by KFAED’s
Director General Abdulwahab Al-Bader
and the President of the Lebanese Council
for Development and Reconstruction
Nabil Al-Jassar.

Speaking after the deal was sealed,
Bader said that the loan will fund efforts to
deliver an adequate supply of water to the
Lebanese town of Bsharri, where residents
have long suffered from a dearth of fresh
water. Moreover, he noted that the water
will be instrumental in boosting local agri-
cultural production, which in turn, will help
buoy the Lebanese economy.  The KFAED
Director General added that the loan will
also fund a project to build 11 tube wells
with a production capacity of 10,000 cubic
meters per day, to ensure a sufficient sup-
ply of water.

On the loan, he said that it will be paid
over a 25-year timeframe with yearly

installments to cover the expenses of the
projects. Copious amounts of Kuwaiti
financial aid have trickled into Lebanon
over the years to finance development
projects in the country.

On Friday, Bader vowed to pursue sup-
port to development projects in Lebanon.
Speaking following a meeting with
Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Al-Hariri, Al-
Bader said he had discussed with Al-Hariri
KFAED-funded development projects, pri-
marily a sewage project in south Lebanon.

KFAED is also set to sign an agreement
with the Lebanese government over a
water and irrigation project in north
Lebanon, he added. He reiterated KFAED’s
interest in aiding projects that could bring
development and welfare to Lebanon.

The KFAED chief also met with Lebanese
Deputy Prime Minister and Health Minister
Ghassan Hasbani and discussed with him
health projects bankrolled by KFAED in
Lebanon. During the meeting, they also
addressed KFAED’s $86 million’s worth of
aid to Syrian refugees, $18.3 million of
which goes to the country’s health sector,
he said. —KUNA

KFAED, Lebanon sign $36.9 million loan deal
Director General of KFAED Abdulwahab Al-Bader meets with Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Al-Hariri.

BEIRUT: KFAED’s Director General Abdulwahab Al-Bader (left) and President
of the Lebanese Council for Development and Reconstruction Nabil Al-
Jassar shakes hands after signing the agreement. —KUNA

I don’t think this is totally
accurate. If this is true, the

controversy would not have
continued over 50 years,

until last week. 


