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A man applies for a visa at the Al-Qabas Assurex company.

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: As the peak summer travel season
approaches, Al-Qabas Assurex (QAVISA) and
the German Embassy in Kuwait held a press
conference on Thursday at the QAVISA office
to encourage travelers to Germany this sum-
mer to apply for their visa early to avoid
delays.

Al-Qabas Assurex has been the exclusive
visa application center for the German
embassy in Kuwait since 2011. “Those who
plan to travel to Germany this year should not
wait till the last minute to apply for a visa as
the procedure will take much longer. If they
apply today, it will be much quicker,” said
Manager Ameera Mohammed during the
press conference. 

There are advantages of getting the visa
issued at Al-Qabas Assurex. “The applicant will
save time and effort by using the services of
QAVISA, as we provide all services related to
the visa requirements including fingerprint-
ing, photos, insurance and other services here
at the center. A Schengen visa entitles the
holder to a stay not exceeding 90 days per six-
month period, even if the Schengen visa has
been issued with a validity of one year or
more,” she pointed out. 

QAVISA does not provide long-term visas.
“An expected duration of stay over 90 days is
considered long-term stay. Long-term visa
applications (eg for studying, work permits,
family reunification) cannot be processed
through Al-Qabas but have to be handed in
directly at the embassy,” explained
Mohammed.

12,000 visas
Last summer, the visa section of the German

Embassy processed almost 12,000 visas per
month and waiting times lengthened due to
the high number of short-notice applications.
“Therefore, the German Embassy would like to
call upon all travelers to start filing their
Schengen visa applications for their annual
vacation in Germany from now and not wait
just a few days before their planned trip in
order to avoid any inconveniences. At the

moment, appointments at the application cen-
ter can be obtained within 1-2 days. During the
summer travel season, waiting times of one
week or more for an appointment may occur
due to high demand,” noted Consul Marisa
Kollenberg, head of the visa section at the
embassy.  The number of Kuwaitis travelling to
Germany has increased in the past few years.
“With almost 65,000 applications processed by
the end of 2016, the German Embassy in
Kuwait has recorded an impressive increase of
over 100 percent for Schengen visas within the
last four years,” she added.

According to her, more students from
Kuwait plan to study in Germany. “The majori-
ty of applicants consist of Kuwaiti citizens and
their families wishing to travel for holiday,
leisure and medical visits. Expatriates in
Kuwait also show growing interest in
Germany for holidays, trade fairs and business
visits thanks to the continuously expanding
business relationships between Kuwaiti and

German companies,” she added.

Popular destinations
“Cities like Munich, Berlin, Aachen and

Frankfurt number amongst the most popular
destinations. Many travelers, however, also like
discovering the different regions of the country
by car or train, where they can enjoy scenic land-
scapes, unique shopping experiences and pre-
mium healthcare facilities at the same time. Also,
more Kuwaitis have bought houses and proper-
ties in Germany,” stressed Kollenberg. Applicants
from any nationality can apply for a German visa
as long as they have valid passports. “After an
application for a Schengen visa has been submit-
ted, processing normally takes between 3-5
working days if the applicant is Kuwaiti national,
or up to 12 days if the applicant has a different
nationality. In individual cases, it can take up to
two weeks after all the required papers have
been submitted to receive the necessary clear-
ances,” concluded Kollenberg. 
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KUWAIT: Al-Qabas Assurex Manager Ameera Mohammed (left) and German Consul Marisa
Kollenberg attend the press conference. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: On the eve of launching the
first Kuwaiti Youth and Tourism Forum,
more officials have called for efforts to
make the event a real chance to launch a
new era of cooperation amongst all par-
ties concerned with tourism, develop-
ment, small and medium enterprises,
creating job opportunities, diversifying
national sources of income, the environ-
ment and national heritage.

The forum takes place on March 27th
and 28th at Kuwait Regency Hotel, under
the patronage of Minister of Cabinet
Affairs, Acting Minister of Information
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-
Sabah. It will be held in collaboration
between the information ministry ’s
tourism sector and Leaders Group, which
serves as the United Nations World Trade
Organization’s (UNWTO) representative in

Kuwait. Participants in the forum’s activi-
ties include UNWTO, the National Fund
for Small and Medium Enterprise (SME)
Development, the Ministry of Interior, the
Ministry of Youth Affairs, The Scientific
Center, Sabah Al-Ahmad Heritage Village,
Bayt Al-Othman Museum, the Manpower
and Government Restructuring Program,
The Kuwait Hotels Union and the Vintage
Vehicles Museum.

The forum also includes various work-
shops and lectures presented by suc-
cessful young Kuwaiti entrepreneurs
such as the founder of the first online
restaurant delivery website ‘Talabat’
Mohammed Jaafar, Saudi Arabia’s
Tourism Authority Consultant Monther
Al-Ansari, Planning Team Member at
Kuwait Municipality Phoebe Al-Salem
and many others.
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WASHINGTON: Kuwaiti playwright Sulayman
Al-Bassam will return to the Kennedy Center
stage in Washington for the world premiere of
the first work to his newest trilogy, “Petrol
Station.” The story takes place at a remote
petrol station on the border of an unnamed
country in the Gulf.

“It ’s a modern dystopian story which
addresses the problems of human identity,
borders, loyalty, betrayal, love, ambition and
the struggle for power in a civil war-torn
country where the currency of exchange is
smuggled petrol and fleeing refugees,”
Bassam said.

“Petrol Station is the tragic backdrop to a
familial standoff where the crimes and secrets
of one generation make violent claims on the
lives of the next,” he added.  The cast consists
of only American actors who portray widely
diverse characters ranging from migrant
workers to greedy warlords.

“With various travel bans being imposed
by the US I was faced with the fact that my
usual troupe of pan-Arab actors probably
couldn’t perform in the United States at this
time,” Bassam explained. “So we are using an
all-American cast to present a cross-cultural
drama.” Bassam’s time as an artist in residence
at New York University is what he says allowed
him to develop an “American voice to tell an
Arab story” in which he deliberately choose to
write the story in English. “Choices around
casting; African American and Spanish speak-
ers, and the way the story might carry echoes
of other stories and moments from American
or Western politics will resonate with US audi-
ences where it is no longer ‘happening some-

where else’ but on their own doorstep,” he
said. Bassam was inspired to write Petrol
Station after finding interest in the “periodic
violence of the human experience. “I first
started writing it in 2003 at the start of the
US-led invasion of Iraq where scenes remind-
ed me of the burning oil fields in Kuwait from
the withdrawing Iraqi army twelve years earli-
er,” he said. “Petrol Station is a shift in the form

of spatial and temporal space where events in
the play intersect with current and modern
day events.” Bassam’s previous work includes
his five part Arab Shakespeare Trilogy in
which the second work, Richard III: An Arab
Tragedy, was also presented at the Kennedy
Center. He said he hopes to offer performanc-
es of Petrol Station to Kuwaiti and Arab audi-
ences soon. —KUNA
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Secretary General of National Center for Culture, Arts and Letters Ali Al-Yoha

KUWAIT: Kuwait First Film Festival kicked
off Friday amid distinguished atmospheres
including shows of art and cinema. The
shows outline the leading cinema march of
the State of Kuwait that was launched in
the beginning of the last century.

Addressing the festival,  Secretary
General of National Center for Culture, Arts
and Letters (NCCAL) Ali Al-Yoha said in a
speech on behalf of Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-
Sabah that culture and arts are pillars of the
modern state.

Yoha added that art industry has
evolved in the State of Kuwait, and become
a mirror of progress and development,
referring to keenness of many countries on
organizing festivals to brief their nations on
latest development in cinema industry.
Kuwait has made great strides in cultural
fields, and been existing on area of cinema
for 40 years, he said.

Meanwhile, Shaker Abul, head of festi-

val, said the event would not be based only
in showcasing cinema works of directors
but it will help participants share expertise
and ideas. The festival will hold several lec-
tures, seminars and workshops which fea-
ture some experts in this industry, he not-
ed. It invited some guests from Egypt,
Jordan, Qatar, Lebanon, the United States,
the United Kingdom, Italy, France, Canada,
Germany, Malta and Czech Republic, he
revealed.  The event is held under the aus-
pices of Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah,
who is also Acting Information Minister and
Chairman of NCCAL.

The pioneers of filmmaking, who have
played outstanding roles on artistic arenas
in Kuwait and all over the world, were hon-
ored during inaugurating the event on
Dasma Theater. Directors Khaled Al-
Nasrallah, Hashem Mohammad, Abdullah
Al-Mekhyal and others were honored dur-
ing the event which runs until March 28 at
the National Library of Kuwait. — KUNA
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