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ROME: European leaders pose for a family photo during a special summit of EU leaders to mark the 60th anniversary of the bloc’s founding Treaty of Rome yesterday at Rome’s Piazza del Campidoglio (Capitoline Hill). Against a back-
drop of crises and in the absence of the departing Britain, the leaders signed a new Rome declaration, six decades after the six founding members signed the Treaty of Rome and gave birth to the European Economic Community.— AFP 

ROME: Europeans must contain their squab-
bling and carping about the EU if the Union is
to survive, leaders warned yesterday as they
marked the 60th anniversary of its founding in
Rome by signing a formal declaration of unity.
Four days before Prime Minister Theresa May,
absent from the ceremony in the Italian capi-
tal, delivers an unprecedented blow to the
bloc’s growth by filing Britain’s formal exit
papers, her fellow leaders hailed 60 years of
peace and prosperity and pledged to deepen
a unity frayed by regional and global crises.

But days of wrangling about the wording of
a 1,000-word Rome Declaration, May ’s
impending Brexit confirmation and tens of
thousands of protesters gathering beyond the
tight police cordon around the Campidoglio
palace offered a more sober reminder of the
challenges of holding the 27 nations to a com-
mon course. “We have stopped in our tracks
and this has caused a crisis of rejection by

public opinion,” said their host, Italian Prime
Minister Paolo Gentiloni, noting Britons’ repu-
diation of the EU.

He said the failure to push the project for-
ward during a decade of economic slump had
fueled a re-emergence of “blinkered national-
ism”. Rome offered a fresh start: “The Union is
starting up again ... and has a vision for the
next 10 years,” he said. Others, however, are
wary of such enthusiasm for giving up more
national sovereignty-and also of others in the
Union moving faster with integration. Poland’s
nationalist government has led protests
against a “multispeed Europe”, which it fears
would consign the poor ex-communist east to
second-class status.

Leaders hailed the visionary “war genera-
tion” of leaders from old foes France and
Germany who signed the Treaty of Rome in
the same room on March 25, 1957, along with
Italy, Belgium, Luxembourg and the

Netherlands; some offered personal memories
of their own generation’s debts to the expand-
ing European Union. Jean-Claude Juncker, the
EU chief executive, recalled how his father in
Luxembourg was forced into the German army
in World War Two; Donald Tusk, the summit
chair born in Gdansk a month after the Treaty
was signed, remembered growing up in the
ruins of war and yearning for freedom behind
the Iron Curtain. “That really was a two-speed
Europe,” he said in a pointed dig at his domes-
tic foes now ruling in Warsaw, who have tried
to block a push by the western powers to
deepen their integration. German Chancellor
Angela Merkel, the bloc’s dominant leader
who faces a re-election test in September,
stressed the Union must also address the com-
plaints of generations for whom war is fading
into history. “We will in the future have to con-
cern ourselves above all with the issue of jobs,”
she told reporters.

‘United, or not at all’
Fearing that the departure of its second-

biggest economy and major global power
could prompt the unraveling of the bloc, many
leaders argue that only forward motion can
revive popular support for the EU by generat-
ing economic and security benefits. “Today we
renew our vows and reaffirm our commitment
to an undivided and indivisible Union,”
Juncker told them, urging the bloc not to get
bogged down in details that alienated voters.
Tusk, too, warned against the impression the
EU was about petty regulations: “Why should
we lose our trust in the purpose of unity
today? Is it only because it has become our
reality? Or because we have become bored or
tired of it?” he asked.

Merkel said leaders wanted to respond to
people’s concerns, about the economy, wel-
fare, migration and defense with “a protective
Europe” that offered assurances on their well-

being. All 27 national leaders, along with the
heads of Brussels institutions, signed a decla-
ration which concluded: “We have united for
the better. Europe is our common future.” They
promised to listen to citizens. But locked away
behind rings of armed police, the leaders may
hear little of what thousands of protesters
have to say on Saturday.

Addressing right-wing supporters of the
Fratelli d’Italia movement, its leader Giorgia
Meloni denounced a “great EU deception”.
“The real enemies of Europe,” she said, “Are the
bankers, usurers and technocrats.” The Union,
she added, must be replaced by a new alliance
of “free and sovereign countries”. But for
Maximilien De-Wyse, 26, from the northern
French city of Lille, that was the wrong answer.
Taking part in a pro-EU march in Rome, he
recalled his Polish immigrant grandparents
and said: “It is only united that we can save
peace.”—Reuters

EU leaders renew fraying Union’s vows
Summit marks 60th birthday of founding Rome Treaty

ABU DHABI: The United Arab Emirates,
one of the world’s top aviation hubs, has
said it was surprised by the ban on lap-
tops in plane cabins bound for the
United States because UAE security was
already tight, but it pledged to cooperate
with US authorities. Washington
announced the new measure on Tuesday,
prohibiting electronic devices larger than
smart phones in cabins on flights from 10
airports in countries including the UAE,
Qatar and Turkey. That will hit Gulf carri-
ers Emirates, Etihad and Qatar Airways
but not US airlines, none of which fly to
those airports. 

In the UAE’s first official response to
the ban, Sultan bin Saeed Al-Mansouri,
Minister of Economy and chairman of the
General Civil Aviation Authority, said it
was surprising because the UAE aviation
sector and airports had proven them-
selves safe. “The UAE is the number one
ranked country worldwide by the
International Civil Aviation Organization
regarding the UAE’s compliance with
international security and safety stan-
dards,” he said in a statement late on
Thursday. Mansouri also noted differ-
ences between the US ban and a similar
step by Britain. The British restrictions do
not include the UAE or Qatar, but will
affect other carriers including Turkish
Airlines.

However, the UAE’s statement said its
aviation authority and airlines would con-
tinue cooperating with authorities in the
United States and around the world to
ensure safety. The restrictions has

prompted speculations that the move,
enacted by President Donald Trump’s
administration, is to protect US airlines by
stifling the growth of the Gulf carriers and
Turkish Airlines, a theory dismissed by US
officials and many experts. The Gulf air-
lines have been battling a lobbying cam-
paign in Washington by US carriers that
accuse them of receiving unfair subsidies,
charges that the Gulf carriers deny.

But Ian Bremmer, the president of
political risk consultancy Eurasia Group,
doubts these claims. He believes the
decision behind the laptop ban lies with
the Trump administration’s policy on bat-
tling jihadist groups. “This is not being
driven by an effort to gain competitive
economic advantage. I would be very
surprised if that was what drove the poli-
cy,” he said. “I think that overwhelmingly,
this is an administration and a president
that is focused on radical Islamic terror.
And they want to show that they are tak-
ing action,” he told state-linked Abu
Dhabi English-language newspaper The
National.

UAE carriers Emirates and Etihad are
bracing themselves with the new meas-
ures set to come into effect yesterday
during the traditionally busy spring
break travel period. Etihad is encourag-
ing passengers to pack their electronics
in with their check in luggage, however,
will allow devices to be handed over at
boarding in a similar move announced
by Emirates earlier this week, an airline
spokesman told Reuters in an emailed
statement on Thursday. —Reuters

UAE surprised 
by laptop banMILAN: Pope Francis arrived in Milan yesterday

to meet families on a working class housing
estate, nap in a prison and hold a mass for hun-
dreds of thousands of believers in nearby
Monza. Bells in church towers across over 1,000
diocese rang out as Francis landed at Milan-
Linate airport outside the northern city. The
Argentine made his first stop at the Case
Bianche (White Houses), a run-down collection
of concrete tower blocks from the 1970s on the
edge of a wealthy city better known for its foot-
ball clubs and fashion weeks. “It is a symbolic
choice. The pope wanted to arrive at the heart of
Milan by passing first through the outskirts,”
parish priest Augusto Bonora said, saying the
parishioners were “wildly excited” when they
heard Francis was dropping by.

Around 10,000 residents and people from
neighboring districts turned out to see the head
of the Roman Catholic Church, whose schedule
included visiting a Muslim family. “The Case
Bianche is a suburb like many others, with all the
associated problems, from security to small-time
trafficking,” Bonora said. With its dirty stairwells,
broken mailboxes and defective lifts, the neigh-
borhood has become “a little ghettoised”, said
Mirella, 68, whose son lives on the estate in one
of the forgotten corners of the country’s eco-
nomic capital. Bonora said that “like all suburbs,
it ’s been somewhat forgotten by those in
charge,” but insisted there were social programs
to help the young and care for the elderly.

Jailbird nap   
After visiting the families, the pontiff per-

formed a blessing near a small Virgin of Lourdes
sanctuary. “The Church does not stay in the cen-
tre waiting, it goes out to meet all, on the out-
skirts. It also reaches out to non-Christians and
also non-believers,” said the pope. He thanked
the crowds for gifts including a photo of the
local Virgin of Lourdes statue, which was recent-
ly restored. “As your Madonna was restored, so

the Church always needs to be restored,” added
the Holy Father. Francis’s visit is “a unique occa-
sion. Many people, non-Christians included,
came to ask for passes (to attend the blessing),”
said Cesare Nera, who lives in a nearby neigh-
borhood and has taken part in the preparations.

After a meeting with religious leaders, Francis
pronounced the Angelus prayer in front of the
Gothic Cathedral in Milan’s historic centre,
before heading to the 19th century San Vittore
prison. There he will sit down with 100 inmates
and staff for a lunch of risotto, escalope Milanese
and panna cotta prepared by the prisoners.
“Sometimes, a certain hypocrisy leads to people
considering you only as wrongdoers, for whom

prison is the sole answer,” he told inmates in
November at a special audience for prisoners at
Saint Peter’s Basilica. “We don’t think about the
possibility that people can change their lives.
We put little trust in rehabilitation ... into society.
But in this way we forget that we are all sinners
and often, without being aware of it, we too are
prisoners,” he added. The 80-year-old will take a
short break in the packed program after lunch,
with a likely siesta in the prison chaplain’s quar-
ters. Refreshed, he will then head to Monza,
north of Milan, where he will celebrate mass in a
giant park before an expected crowd of 700,000
people to the strains of over 9,000 hymn-singing
choristers.—AFP 

Pope in Milan hinterland

MILAN: Pope Francis attends a meeting with members of the Catholic Church, inside Milan’s
Duomo Cathedral as part of his one-day pastoral visit to Monza and Milan yesterday. — AP 


