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and activities for children. Government-owned
Emirates, which operates 18 direct flights to the US daily,
also began a service to enable passengers to use their
electronic devices after check-in and until boarding.

Samuel Porter, who was travelling out of Dubai with
his family, nonetheless decided to “avoid delays” at the
airport by putting his laptop in the hold. “The only issue
is the kids. I have two kids and the iPad is always in their
hands. Maybe they will watch a documentary and learn
something useful this time”, he told AFP.

The United States last week announced a ban on all
electronics larger than a standard smartphone on board
direct flights out of eight countries across the Middle
East. US officials would not specify how long the ban
will last, but Emirates told AFP that it had been instruct-
ed to enforce the measures until at least Oct 14. The ban
covers electronics sold at Dubai Duty Free, Dubai
Airports CEO Paul Griffiths said earlier this week. 

Adding to the disruption yesterday, a number of
flights out of Dubai and Abu Dhabi airports were
delayed due to thunderstorms, including an Emirates
flight to Houston. Travellers using 10 airports across the
Middle East and North Africa are subject to the ban.
Britain has also announced a parallel electronics ban,
effective yesterday, targeting all flights out of Egypt,
Turkey, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia and Lebanon.

Passengers readying to fly to the UK out of Tunisia
yesterday were skeptical, but compliant. “I think it’s
bizarre. I don’t get it,” said Paul, a British tourist on his
way home. “I’m also concerned about the security of my
own computer...but what can you do.” “You do what
they tell you to do and keep quiet,” said Khairi, a British-
Libyan dual citizen flying out of Tunis. 

Royal Jordanian, which operates direct flights to
London, New York, Detroit and Chicago, poked fun at
the ban on its social media accounts. The airline sug-
gested alternative in-flight activities, including doing
“what we Jordanians do best... stare at each other!” 

The restrictions have come under criticism for target-
ing majority-Muslim countries. The US ban in particular
has raised eyebrows for covering airports from which
American airlines do not operate direct flights. But the
United States and Britain have cited intelligence indicat-
ing passenger jets could be targeted with explosives
planted in such devices. Turkish airports began enforc-
ing the ban yesterday, with national carrier Turkish
Airlines offering a similar laptop stowage service to
Emirates. Abu Dhabi, home of UAE national carrier
Etihad Airways, is one of the few international airports
with a US Customs and Border Protection Facility,
which processes immigration and customs inspections
before departure. But those flying to the US from Abu
Dhabi will still need to check in their electronics,
Etihad said. — AFP 
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Trump had thrown his full political weight behind the
measure, spending days arm-twisting recalcitrant
Republicans, and he declared himself “disappointed” and a
“little surprised” by the defeat.

The battle was an eye-opening experience for Trump, a
billionaire real estate tycoon who entered the White House
with no experience in politics or government, including
the delicate navigations of Congress. The bill’s defeat
marked a second major policy setback for the new presi-
dent, who has seen his attempt to curb travel from
Muslim-majority countries twice frozen by the courts.

Instead of projecting humility, Trump went on the
offensive Friday, branding Democrats as the real “losers” of
the failed repeal bid because “now they own Obamacare.
They own it, 100 percent.” The president met with House
Speaker Paul Ryan earlier in the day, then spoke with him
by telephone when it was clear the party did not have the
votes to get its plan across the finish line. “I told him that
the best thing I think to do is to pull this bill and he agreed
with that decision,” Ryan said. But while Trump was quick
to blame Democrats for not giving “a single vote” for his
plan, Ryan owned up to the failures. “I will not sugarcoat
this. This is a disappointing day for us,” said the top
Republican in Congress.

The Trump-backed plan, intended to expand free-mar-
ket competition in the insurance industry and lower the
cost of premiums for most Americans, would also have
slashed public assistance to people who have no health
coverage through their employer. Some 14 million people
stood to lose their coverage starting next year, according
to congressional forecasts. Basic benefits covered under
Obamacare - such as maternity care and emergency room
visits - would no longer have been considered essential

and required for insurers to provide. The bill now appears
dead, with Republican lawmakers urging a return to the
drawing board. “Clearly, the votes weren’t there,” said
Congressman Charlie Dent, one of several moderate
House Republicans who expressed concerns over the bill’s
impact on poor and elderly Americans. “So I think it’s
important now that we start over, and we do a durable,
sustainable health care reform and it be done in a biparti-
san way,” he added.

By pulling the bill, Ryan flew in the face of a White
House that had declared negotiations over and demanded
a vote on Friday. Trump had put his reputation as a deal-
maker on the line with the high-risk vote. Congressman
Mo Brooks, a member of the ultra-conservative House
Freedom Caucus that largely opposed the measure on
grounds it was too similar to Obamacare, said he was
“pleased as could be that the legislation has failed”, argu-
ing it would have been bad for Americans. But he refused
to place blame on the president. “I don’t think this reflects
on the president in any way, shape or form,” Brooks said. 

But some conservative centrists expressed frustration
with recalcitrant hardliners. “The House Freedom Caucus
just single-handedly saved #Obamacare,” Republican
Congressman Adam Kinzinger charged on Twitter. It was
not clear when Congress would return to health care, as
Trump said he would shift quickly toward tax reform,
another longstanding goal of Republicans. “Obamacare is
the law of the land. It’s going to remain the law of the land
until it’s replaced.”

Democrats said they were open to cooperation - pro-
vided Republicans wanted to help fix the existing law.
“We’re ready to work with the president,” Senate Minority
Leader Chuck Schumer said on CNN. “Take repeal off the
table,” and “we’ll work with them on improving
Obamacare.” — AFP 
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of history and public affairs at Princeton University, on
CNN.com. “In this case, he was the loser.” 

That leaves Trump, after just two months in office, fac-
ing a dilemma that may define the rest of his presidency:
Can he continue with the bareknuckle, alpha male
approach that brought him to the summit of global poli-
tics. His erratic tweets have already called his credibility
into doubt, most seriously when he accused his predeces-
sor Obama - without proof - of wiretapping his phones.
His approach to policymaking - all about speed, with little
consultation - has also shown its limits as his order to curb
immigration from some Muslim-majority nations was
twice frozen by the courts.

Some lessons from the healthcare debate offer omi-
nous signs. Amid threats of retribution and orders to
“march or die”, more than two dozen Republicans still
refused to back what Trump touted as the “greatest”
healthcare plan. “Donald Trump played a game of chick-
en with House Republicans. Then he blinked. Bigly,”
headlined the Washington Post’s editorial on the health
care debacle.

Trump’s bluff can be called, after all, and many
Republicans who supported him only reluctantly, may
now smell blood. Not to mention foreign leaders like
those in North Korea, China, Russia or Iran, who owe him
no allegiance and are playing a higher stakes geopoliti-

cal game. And Trump is unlikely to get any relief from
Democrats, loath to back a president mired in scandal
over his team’s links to Russia, even if they backed his
proposals.

It is unclear whether the septuagenarian could change
if he wanted to. Domestic allies and friendly diplomats
report that in private Trump shows little mastery of the
details needed to push policy forward. In one recent dis-
cussion, an ally painstakingly outlined an urgent problem
item-by-item, only for Trump to promptly change the sub-
ject. Even aides admit Trump showed more interest in
making the healthcare sale than in what he was selling.

When it comes to substance, the ill-fated health care
bill put contradictions between free market Republicans
and the economic populism embodied by Trump’s chief
strategist Steve Bannon into sharp relief. The bill, if suc-
cessful, would have left millions of the Americans who
voted for Trump without coverage, leaving some inside
the White House to wish it dead.

The ideological gap within the Republican party,
masked by years united in opposition, was just too big to
span. And bridging that divide will prove just as difficult
when it comes to choosing between paying for programs
for the poor and tax cuts for companies and the wealthy.
After just over 60 days in office, Trump is in many ways still
learning on the job. He could yet steady the ship: George
H W Bush and Bill Clinton saw similar turbulent starts
before shuffling staff and buckling down. —AFP
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change is happening, so it’s good to see the city
grouping together to support Earth Hour.”

From Australia, it moved westward through Asia,
with many of the skyscrapers ringing Hong Kong’s
Victoria Harbour going dark in solidarity while at
Myanmar’s most sacred pagoda, the Shwedagon,
10,000 oil lamps were lit to shine a light on climate
action. In Singapore, some 200 organizations, including
buildings along the city-state’s iconic skyline, went dark
to mark the occasion. Organizers said about 35,000 peo-
ple watched performances and participated in a “car-
bon-neutral run” which saw some runners in panda and
tiger costumes to raise awareness of wildlife protection.

And in Japan, Tokyo’s famed Sony Building in Ginza
extinguished its bright lights to honor the occasion. The
event was also marked throughout Africa, Europe and
the Americas. Monuments including the Empire State
Building, the Kremlin, Big Ben, the Leaning Tower of

Pisa, the Eiffel Tower and Egypt’s pyramids were sched-
uled to switch off. Lisbon hosted a concert by candle-
light, Singapore a “carbon-neutral run”, and Tanzania
organized a tree-planting ceremony.

Homes and businesses were also asked to join in,
and individuals could commit to the cause on
Facebook. WWF said teams around the world would use
Earth Hour this year to highlight climate issues most rel-
evant to individual countries. In South Africa, the focus
would be on renewable energy while in China, WWF
said it was working with businesses to encourage a shift
towards more sustainable lifestyles.

Last year, scientists recorded the Earth’s hottest tem-
peratures in modern times for the third year in a row.
Nations agreed in Paris in 2015 to limit average global
warming to two degrees Celsius over pre-industrial tem-
peratures. That is the level at which many scientists say
humankind can still avoid worst-case climate outcomes
in terms of rising sea levels, worsening droughts and
floods, and increasingly violent superstorms. — AFP

World’s cities, monuments switch off for


