
BARCELONA: La Liga champions Barcelona
will pay tribute to visionary midfielder
and coach Johan Cruyff by naming one
of their new stadiums after the late
Dutchman and his statue will also be
erected at the Nou Camp. The club are
planning to relocate their Mini Estadi,
the home of their B team and occasion-
al venue for their women’s team, to
their training ground and president
Josep Maria Bartomeu said the new
ground will be named the Estadi Johan
Cruyff. “Cruyff broke down barriers, he was
the man who made us lift our heads up and
see that nothing is impossible,” Bartomeu said at
a presentation on Saturday, a day after Cruyff’s first
death anniversary. “His death was a huge loss, not
just for everyone connected with Barcelona but
also for anyone who loves football.”  —Reuters
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LONDON: The governing body for women’s tennis (WTA)
is considering changing the rules to allow coaches to
instruct players from the stands, its chief executive Steve
Simon said. Under the existing rules, players are allowed
to take on-court coaching timeouts during WTA events,
but can be fined for attempting to communicate with
coaches while they are sitting in the stands. Coaches can
be ejected from court and players defaulted for persist-
ent violations of the rule. “The on-court coaching has
been positive. I want to look at it further,” Simon was
quoted as saying by the Times. “I don’t know where it will
go, but I am not understanding why we allow coaching
on court but not from the (players’) box.  There’s some
great personalities among the coaches that could be
good for our sport. “It’s something that I would actually
like to see expand.” Players on the WTA tour have been
allowed to take one coaching timeout per set since 2009,
but the rule does not apply at grand slams or on the
men’s tour. — Reuters
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SOFIA: Bulgarian weightlifting coach Ivan
Abadjiev died yesterday aged 85, the national
weightlifting federation said, leaving behind a
huge legacy of success tainted by scandal.  As

a coach he revolutionised training methods
and his charges won 12 Olympic titles, 57 world
titles and 64 European crowns.  But positive

doping tests by Bulgarian lifters at the 1988
Seoul Olympics and Sydney 2000 left his

teams discredited and his achieve-
ments tarnished. Appointed national
coach in 1969 Abadjiev was credited
with creating the intense training
methods of ‘maximal effort’ heavy lift-
ing over long hours that toppled
Soviet supremacy in the sport and
established a dynasty of Bulgarians in
its place. —AFP
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MELBOURNE: Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton (C), teammate Mercedes’ Finnish driver Valtteri Bottas (L) and Ferrari’s German driver
Sebastian Vettel (R) pose together after the qualifying session at the Formula One Australian Grand Prix in Melbourne yesterday. — AFP

MELBOURNE: Triple world champion Lewis
Hamilton fought off late bids from Sebastian
Vettel and team-mate Valtteri Bottas to seize
pole position in the season-opening Australian
Grand Prix yesterday.

Hamilton in a Mercedes clocked a record lap
of one minute 22.188 seconds to claim his 62nd
career pole and his sixth in Australia into today’s
race in Melbourne. Ferrari’s Vettel made a valiant
late bid to snatch pole off Hamilton but finished
just 0.268secs down, although fractionally quick-
er than Bottas.

Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen took fourth ahead of
Red Bull’s Max Verstappen, while Red Bull’s
Daniel Ricciardo crashed out in the final Q3 ses-
sion. It was dominant Hamilton’s fourth succes-
sive pole in Melbourne and his fifth in his last six
Australian GPs. “It’s been a fantastic weekend so
far. I’m incredibly proud of my team,” Hamilton
said. “Valtteri did a great job and it’s great for us
as Mercedes. I t ’s going to be a tight race.
“Tomorrow is about putting all the work togeth-
er and making sure I come back stronger than
ever.” Hamilton, who finished runner-up by just
five points in last season’s titanic world champi-
onship battle with now-retired team-mate Nico
Rosberg, will  be chasing his third win in
Melbourne. Vettel gave promise of fighting for
Ferrari ’s first win in Melbourne since Kimi
Raikkonen’s victory in 2007, with his bold show-
ing. “I lost a bit in turn one and in turn nine I
tried a bit too much, but I don’t think it would
have been enough,” said Vettel, who claimed
Ferrari’s first front row since Singapore in 2015.

“I wasn’t entirely happy with my lap but I
don’t think pole was up for grabs. “Tomorrow we
can do something in the race. I’m looking for-
ward to it. People are fired up and we’re motivat-
ed.” Hamilton’s pole time was 1.7 seconds quick-
er than his qualifying time last year. “Third posi-
tion is not ideal,” Bottas said.

“In general I’m not happy for the result. But
I’m proud of what the team has done. “I only saw
a very small part of the preparation and it’s nice
to see the work has pulled off and we’re fighting
at the front.”

RICCIARDO CRASH 
Australia’s big hope Ricciardo crashed his Red

Bull at turn 14 looking to post a good time in Q3
and will start 10th off the grid.

Ricciardo damaged the rear of his RB13 car
and was heard over the team radio as saying:
“I’m alright... sorry guys.”

The final session of qualifying was suspended
while Ricciardo’s car was removed from the grav-
el alongside the track. “I’m physically OK, but
emotionally it’s tough. At least (the crash) didn’t
happen in Q1,” Ricciardo told reporters.

“I would have loved to be (in the) top five
rather than 10th.” Sergio Perez, Nico Hulkenberg,
Fernando Alonso, Esteban Ocon and Marcus
Ericsson all failed to make it through the top 10
shootout. “After the difficulties we encountered
in winter testing, we came to Melbourne with-
out a clear idea of where we stood,” Alonso said
of his troubled McLaren Honda.

“But we’ve more or less run through all the
sessions without trouble-which is better than
we’d expected. “Tomorrow we’ll start 13th-in the
middle of the pack-which is definitely not our
target. Finishing the race is going to be tough.”

Red Bull’s Max Verstappen had a lock-up into
turn six on ultrasoft tyres before he posted a
time to stay alive into Q2. McLaren’s Stoffel
Vandoorne had a fuel-flow issue which sent the

Belgian to the pits and knocked out in Q1.
Vandoorne was joined by Antonio Giovinazzi,

Kevin Magnussen, Lance Stroll and Jolyon
Palmer to be eliminated in the first session of
qualifying. Giovinazzi is making his F1 debut
after replacing Williams team-mate Pascal
Wehrlein, who has not sufficiently recovered
from a back injury sustained in a pre-season
crash.—AFP
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DOHA: Maverick Vinales survived a high-
speed crash to maintain his iron-grip on
the Qatar MotoGP on Friday, finishing the
second day of practice comfortably the
fastest man on the track.  

The 22-year-old Spaniard, who had
already dominated under the Losail flood-
lights in Thursday ’s opening session,
clocked a best time of 1min 54.316sec on
his Yamaha to lead Suzuki’s Andrea
Iannone (0.532sec behind) and Honda’s
defending world champion Marc Marquez
(0.596).  Nine-time world champion
Valentino Rossi, the Yamaha teammate of
Vinales, struggled for a second day in suc-
cession, finishing 10th on the time charts at
1.098sec behind the flying Spaniard.

Former world champion Jorge Lorenzo,
who left Yamaha for Ducati at the end of
last season, suffered even more, ending in
12th place at 1.145sec off the blistering
pace set by Vinales.

Vinales, who moved from Suzuki in the
winter before going on to dominate all four
pre-season testing sessions, had escaped
unscathed from a crash earlier in the day.

The incident happened on Turn Four
after he had slipped by Rossi.  Sparks flew
from beneath his bike as it careered across
the track but Vinales was soon able to
resume his evening’s work on his back-up
machine.  “The crash was a big mistake on
my part. I was pushing and I was going

wide,” explained Vinales.
“I was at that point where you have to

decide-to go wide or try and make the cor-
ner. I tried to make the corner and I lost the
front. My mistake and I was angry with
myself because I shouldn’t make those mis-
takes.  “But I’m happy because we had
good pace today even though the condi-
tions weren’t as good as yesterday. It was
slippier, I don’t know why but we did 1:56s
consistently. 

“The bike is working well but we just
need to improve the grip a bit. Maybe it
was the conditions today after it rained and
it was a bit dusty, so let’s check tomorrow.
I’m happy overall but the crash was a big
mistake. I know when I concentrate 100
percent I  don’t make those mistakes.”
Rossi’s struggles earlier Friday led to 1993
world champion Kevin Schwantz suggest-
ing that the great Italian, now 38 years old,
may even retire at the end of the season
should he be outpaced and outshone by
Vinales in the championship.  “Do I think
he’ll retire at the end of the year if Maverick
hands him his ass weekend in, weekend
out? He possibly could,” Schwantz told
motorsport.com.  Sunday’s night-time race
in Qatar is the first of 17 rounds in the 2017
championship.

However, Rossi can at least boast
impressive form at the desert circuit, hav-
ing won there on four occasions. —AFP
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KAMPALA: Kenya and their east African
middle and long-distance running rivals,
Ethiopia, will come face-to-face again at
the 42nd World Cross Country
Championships in the Ugandan capital
Kampala today.

The two countries who have dominated
the global event more than any other
nation, have strong teams at this year’s
event which is held at the picturesque
Kololo Independence Ground.

Kenya’s world champion , leads a strong
team in the 10km senior men’s race, but
many believe Ethiopia, led by national
champion, Getaneh Molla, should chal-
lenge. A total of 557 athletes from 59 coun-
tries will face a testing course which has
been fitted with a water jump and a hill to
challenge the runners endurance.  “The
quality of performances you will see tomor-
row absolutely and quintessentially exem-
plifies the fact that this is a truly global
sport,” Sebastian Coe, IAAF President, told
reporters. “There’s no greater heartland for
that talent and that passion than Africa for
these cross country championships. This is
a country, and this is a continent that takes
cross country very seriously.”

Despite finishing third at the Kenyan tri-
als last month, Kamworor-World Half
Marathon champion in Cardiff last year —
and Leonard Barsoton, who won the

Kenyan trials, are favourites in the senior
men’s race. Stern competition is expected
from Molla and Ethiopian team mates
Muktar Edris,  Abadi Hadis-a national
10,000m champion — Mohos Tuemay and
Ibrahim Jeilan.

Ugandan hopes rest on national cham-
pion Joshua Cheptegei, African cross coun-
try silver medalist Phillip Kipyeko and
Timothy Toroitich. “We have the experience
and the best athletes. We have trained well
and I have no doubt that we will triumph,”
Kenya’s Leonard Komon told Reuters at the
Kololo Independence Ground yesterday.

Olympic 1,500m champion, Faith
Kipyegon and three-time winner over the
same distance, Asbel Kiprop, will lead
Kenya in a new event-the mixed relay.

However, much is expected of USA led
by Kenyan-born Paul Chelimo and Ethiopia
led by Genzebe Dibaba.

Kenyan Agnes Tirop, women’s 8km sen-
ior defending champion, will lead a team
including African champion Alice Aprot
and Kipyegon in a race expected to be
dominated by Kenya and Ethiopia. World
Cross Country silver medalist Senbere
Teferi, who also won silver in 5,000m at the
World Championships in Beijing, Belaynesh
Oljira, Dera Dida and Sentayehu Lewetegn
will lead the Ethiopian challenge against
Kenya.—Reuters
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MELBOURNE: Daniel Ricciardo was left apol-
ogising to the Red Bull garage after his hopes
of becoming the Australian Grand Prix’s first
home winner spun out during qualifying yes-
terday. The affable 27-year-old will start 10th
on the grid after he skidded at turn 14, ended
up in the gravel and hit a barrier before his
car was towed from the track. Mercedes’
Lewis Hamilton took pole ahead of Ferrari’s
second-placed Sebastian Vettel.

Australia has waited in vain for a local
champion but it would require a good dose
of luck and something truly special from
Ricciardo for the drought to end today.

“That was a tough one today. I don’t crash
into the barriers often and the last place I
want to do that is at home,” he said. “But I feel
I crashed for the right reason, as I was basical-
ly pushing and trying to find the limit and
these things happen.

“So let’s say I’m not disappointed by the
approach, it was just more of a frustrating
outcome, starting 10th instead of being
under the top five.

“I feel for the mechanics, because they’ve
had a long week and now they’ve got a long
night ahead of them.” Ricciardo’s teenage
team mate Max Verstappen qualified fifth but
was scarcely more pleased, with his fastest
lap more than a second slower than pole-sit-
ter Hamilton’s.

Neither of the Red Bull drivers were enam-
oured with the performance of their cars dur-
ing Friday practice and Verstappen com-
plained his was still far from optimal after
qualifying.

“It’s been a bit of a tough weekend in gen-
eral, I haven’t done as much running as I
would have liked,” he said. “The car is better
balanced now but it is clear to see we still
have to gain a bit. “It’s not just in power; we
built a car that is efficient on the straights but
it means we lose a bit of grip in cornering. “I
am not disappointed as I think this is about
where we expected to be at race one.

“Tomorrow it is important for me to have a
quick and clean start and let the guys in front
battle it out.” — Reuters
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MELBOURNE: Red Bull Racing driver Daniel Ricciardo of Australia, left, waves as he walks
down pit lane after crashing out of the qualifying session for the Australian Formula One
Grand Prix in Melbourne, yesterday. — AP


