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KINGSTON UPON HULL: Nicol David
raised hopes of challenging for her first
World Series title in 15 months when a
relaxed and mobile performance carried
her into the semi-finals of the British
Open on Friday.

The record-breaking former world
number one from Malaysia achieved this
with a convincing 11-6, 11-6, 11-8 win
over the second-seeded Camille Serme,
who became the first Frenchwoman to
win the world’s oldest title two years
ago. David’s movement seemed as good
as ever at the age of 33, her driving was
accurate, and her volleying offered a
continual threat which denied her oppo-
nent time, except for a brief spell in the

third game. Then Serme erased a four-
point deficit and reached 8-8 only for
David to close the match out with four
well-constructed points and happily cel-
ebrate her first win over a world top
three player since December 2015.

“I have had time to reflect and I
appreciate still having the opportunity
to compete in a tournament like this,”
David said.  “I want to make the most of
it and enjoy it. My body feels as if it’s at a
top level.” David’s chances of making the
final look good, for she will play Sarah-
Jane Perry, the seventh-seeded
Englishwoman who came through in the
quarter which lost Nouran Gohar, last
year’s finalist, on the first day.

Perry downed Australia’s Donna
Urquhart 11-4, 7-11, 13-11, 6-11, 11-4. “I
am very pleased with my performance
and that will give me a lot of confidence,”
said David. “And tomorrow I will play
without pressure.” The other semi-final
will be between the top-seeded title-
holder, Nour El Sherbini, and Laura
Massaro, the 2013 champion from
England, who produced a clever tactical
performance to win in four games
against Raneem El Welily, the third-seed-
ed former world number one from Egypt.

Earlier another Egyptian, Mohamed
Elshorbagy made a remarkable double
recovery, reviving hopes of keeping both
the world number one ranking and the

British Open title when he came back
from a worrying deficit. The top-seeded
titleholder from Alexandria was within
two points of defeat against Ali Farag,
one of his fiercest compatriot rivals, at 5-
9 down in the fourth game of a con-
tentious encounter.

CONTENTIOUS ENCOUNTER 
But even though he suffered a cut

eye, a bout of rage, and a stern warning
from the referee, Elshorbagy struggled
his way to a 11-8, 9-11, 8-11, 12-10, 11-5
win. Farag, who had beaten Elshorbagy
in an another contentious encounter, in
front of the Giza pyramids six months
ago, again moved brilliantly, dropped

the ball in short with great accuracy, and
used his tactical subtlety to deny his for-
midable opponent chances to attack.

But the last two points kept receding
from him.  “At 5-9 I thought I was going
down and I looked at my mother,” said
Elshorbagy. “And when I saw her it was
like ‘don’t go down like this.’ And I just
fought.” His reward is a semi-final with
the fourth-seeded Nick Matthew, the 36-
year-old three-time former British Open
champion from England who appeared
in danger against the speedy Tarek
Momen, only for the eight-seeded
Egyptian to deteriorate into a rush of
errors and subside to a 11-9, 10-12, 11-6,
7-11, 11-6 defeat.—AFP

Evergreen David, bloodied Elshorbagy into semis
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DETROIT: Tampa Bay Lightning left wing Ondrej Palat (18) celebrates his goal against the Detroit Red Wings in the third period of an NHL hock-
ey game Friday, in Detroit. — AP

PITTSBURGH: John Tavares and Anthony
Beauvillier scored in the shootout to lead the
New York Islanders over the Pittsburgh Penguins
4-3 in the NHL on Friday night. Beauvillier
opened the shootout with a goal, and Tavares
snapped a wrist shot past Marc-Andre Fleury in
the next round. Sidney Crosby scored in the
shootout for Pittsburgh, but Jaroslav Halak, mak-
ing his first start since Dec. 29, stopped Phil
Kessel and Nick Bonino. Anders Lee scored his
28th goal of the season, while Brock Nelson got
his 17th and Casey Cizikas his eighth for the
Islanders, who moved into the second wild-card
spot in the Eastern Conference. New York is tied
with Boston at 82 points, but the Islanders have a
game in hand on the Bruins. The Islanders have
18 wins in 31 games since Doug Weight was
named interim coach on Jan.  17, replacing Jack
Capuano. Halak, a former All-Star, made 37 saves.

LIGHTNING 2, RED WINGS 1, OT
Nikita Kucherov scored 3:28 into overtime to lift

Tampa Bay over Detroit. Situated on the edge of
the crease, Kucherov redirected a hard pass from
Brayden Point into the net. The Lightning are one
point behind the Boston Bruins and New York
Islanders for the final Eastern Conference wild card.

STARS 6, SHARKS 1
Adam Cracknell scored his first hat trick in

seven NHL seasons and Dallas handed San Jose
its fifth straight loss. Cracknell opened the scor-
ing in the first period, capped a three-goal flurry
in the second and beat goalie Aaron Dell on a
short-handed breakaway in the third for his
career-high 10th goal of the season. The Sharks
entered two points ahead of Anaheim and
Edmonton in the Pacific Division despite their
longest losing streak of the season. San Jose has
been outscored 16-5 during the stretch. Brett
Ritchie, Jamie Benn and John Klingberg also
scored for the Stars. Joe Thornton scored for San
Jose on the power play in the second period.
Dell had 23 saves. Dallas’ Kari Lehtonen made 20
saves four nights after shutting out San Jose.

Anaheim 3, Winnipeg 1
Andrew Cogliano scored late in the second

period and Jonathan Bernier made 17 saves as
Anaheim beat Winnipeg. Corey Perry and Jakob
Silvferberg also scored for Anaheim, which is
now tied with San Jose for the lead in the Pacific
Division with eight games remaining for both
teams. The Sharks lost 6-1 to Dallas, giving the
Ducks renewed hope of winning the division
title for the fifth season in a row. Bernier’s out-
standing play in relief of John Gibson has been a
big reason why the Ducks are in contention for
another division banner, improving to 7-0-1 in
his last eight games. They’ve won three straight
overall. Josh Morrissey scored a power-play goal
and Michael Hutchinson made 32 saves for the
Jets, who did not pick up a point in eight games
this season against Anaheim, San Jose and
Edmonton, the top three teams in the Pacific
Division.— AP

Tavares helps Islanders

get past Pens in shootout

Spain’s Fernandez targets 

Orser’s golden hat-trick

CLEARWATER: Get ‘em on, move ‘em over,
drive ‘em in. That old-school philosophy does-
n’t play in the major leagues anymore. Teams
rely more on the long ball than small ball. As a
result, the sacrifice bunt is a dying art.

There were only 1,025 sacrifices in the
majors last season, down from 1,667 in 2011.
The average of .21 sacrifices per game in 2016
was the lowest in baseball history, according
to Baseball Reference. The influence of saber-
metrics is a major reason why sac bunts are
down - batters just don’t try to get ‘em down
anymore. “A lot of managers don’t like to
waste outs and they consider a bunt a wasted
out,” said Philadelphia Phillies first base coach
Mickey Morandini, who had 61 sacrifices in an
11-year career.

Sabermetricians have argued for years that
teams have a better chance of scoring a run-
ner from first base with no outs than scoring a
runner from second base with one out. They
have data to prove it and more teams are
using detailed statistical analysis.

“I do think if you run some of the numbers,
big numbers like every game for 70 years,
there’s probably, you can say if you swing
away in bunt situations, whatever you would
call a bunt situation, your odds of scoring are
greater,” Rockies manager Bud Black said.

Fewer managers are inclined to let a non-
pitcher bunt unless it’s a one-run game or tie
game in the late innings. American League
teams bunt far less because they use a desig-

nated hitter. The Boston Red Sox had eight sac-
rifices last year. But they had seven players hit
double-digit home runs, including five with
more than 20. Manager John Farrell said in
spring training he wants players to consider
bunting for hits to counter defensive shifts.
Drag bunts aren’t sacrifices, so don’t expect the
Red Sox to give up many outs to move a run-
ner. Toronto Blue Jays center fielder Kevin Pillar
recently spent a day switching from a Triple-A
exhibition game to a Double-A contest on
adjacent fields, attempting to reach on bunt
singles in all seven at-bats. He went 0 for 7.

“It’s something that I want to have as a tool,
something in my back pocket,” Pillar said.
There’s another reason why sacrifice bunts are
down. It comes down to practice and execu-
tion. “Guys don’t want to work at it and they
can’t bunt,” Phillies bench coach Larry Bowa
said.  “They don’t know how to bunt. To me, if
you practice bunting, it’s the easiest thing in
the world. If you don’t practice, it’s the hardest
thing in the world.”

Technique is a problem. Some players still
square around in the batter ’s box when
they’re trying to bunt. That decreases their
ability to put it down successfully, according
to Bowa and Morandini. Both former major
leaguers explained the proper way to bunt is
to pivot in the batter’s box.  When a batter
spins his feet while staying in place, he main-
tains better bat control and can get out of the
way of an errant pitch.—AP

BASEBALL

Sacrifice bunts are a 

dying art in baseball

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Chicago 48 20 6 225 185 102
Minnesota 44 23 6 236 183 94
St. Louis 40 28 5 205 196 85
Nashville 37 25 11 215 203 85
Winnipeg 33 35 7 223 240 73
Dallas 30 33 11 204 237 71
Colorado 20 50 3 144 245 43

Pacific Division
San Jose 42 25 7 199 175 91
Anaheim 40 23 11 193 182 91
Edmonton 40 25 9 219 194 89
Calgary 41 29 4 204 200 86
Los Angeles 35 31 7 180 183 77
Vancouver 29 35 9 167 215 67
Arizona 27 38 9 179 236 63

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 41 24 9 201 186 91

Ottawa 41 24 8 193 188 90
Toronto 35 23 15 225 214 85
Boston 38 30 6 212 201 82
Tampa Bay 36 29 9 205 206 81
Florida 32 30 11 186 209 75
Buffalo 30 32 12 183 214 72
Detroit 29 32 12 181 215 70

Metropolitan Division
Washington 48 17 8 234 162 104
Pittsburgh 46 17 11 256 205 103
Columbus 47 19 7 231 171 101
NY Rangers 45 25 4 235 195 94
NY Islanders 35 26 12 217 223 82
Carolina 32 27 13 190 207 77
Philadelphia 34 31 8 191 217 76
New Jersey 27 34 12 169 215 66
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the
standings and are not included in the loss column (L) 

NHL results/standings
Anaheim 3, Winnipeg 1; Dallas 6, San Jose 1; Tampa Bay 2, Detroit 1 (OT); NY Islanders 4, Pittsburgh 3 (SO).

LONDON: As far as Spain’s Javier
Fernandez is concerned, his coach Brian
Orser is more than just a mentor with the
Midas touch. Since Orser jumped for joy
when his baby-faced Japanese charge
Yuzuru Hanyu struck gold at the 2014 Sochi
Olympics, the Canadian has turned into a

figure skating juggernaut.
Thanks to Hanyu and Fernandez, Orser’s

coaching credentials are soaring higher
than any quadruple jump either of his star
pupils can pull off. And the 55-year-old will
be out to preserve the 100 percent success
rate he has enjoyed at the world champi-
onships in the current Olympic cycle in
Helsinki next week. 

“To me he’s the best coach in the world.
He’s proved himself with all the skaters he
has taken to the top,” double world champi-
on Fernandez told Reuters in a telephone
interview from Toronto.

“The best thing about him is the energy

he brings to the people around him. Even
when we are tired, he always manages to
lift us. He creates a really good environ-
ment around us every day.” That source of
boundless energy has served Orser, and his
pupils, well over the years. He missed out
on the ultimate Olympic prize himself,
coming off second best to Scott Hamilton
at the 1984 Sarajevo Games and again
when losing the ‘Battle of the Brians’ in
1988 when he was pipped by another
American, Brian Boitano, in Calgary.

RIP-ROARING SUCCESS
As a coach, however, the 1987 world

champion has enjoyed rip-roaring success
with South Korea’s Kim Yuna at the 2010
Olympics followed by Hanyu four years lat-
er. Hanyu’s unexpected triumph in Sochi
saw Orser embark on a golden trail with his
celebrated students having also won every
men’s world title since. Hanyu’s skate to the
top of the podium in 2014 was followed by
Fernandez in 2015 and 2016.

In fact Orser’s two proteges have been
untouchable at the world championships
for the last two years, when the rest of the
men’s field were left chasing the bronze.

With the 2018 Winter Games less than
11 months away, Fernandez would like
nothing better than to make it a golden
hat-trick for Orser in Pyeongchang.

“It will be amazing if I can give him the
hat-trick and I am going to try my hardest
and my best to give him that,” said the 25-
year-old Fernandez, who also owns five
European championship golds.

“I hope I can get it. It will be amazing for
Brian to have three skaters to have won the
Olympics.” For Fernandez, however, glory
for Orser is not the only milestone at stake.
Hailing from a country bursting with sport-
ing success, Fernandez would likely run out
of puff if he was asked to reel off the num-
ber of soccer, tennis, motor racing and
cycling titles Spanish athletes have won
over the years.—Reuters

Javier Fernandez

LOS ANGELES: World number one Dustin
Johnson and five-time major winner Phil
Mickelson advanced to the knockout
rounds of the World Golf Championships
Match Play Championship with impressive
triumphs Friday.

Johnson, the reigning US Open champi-
on, won six of the first seven holes and
completed an unbeaten run through the
group stage by downing fellow American
Jimmy Walker 5 and 3 at Austin Country
Club. Johnson had two birdies and an eagle
on his way to leading 6-up after seven
holes and even a birdie-eagle run by
Walker to win 11 and 12 only delayed the
end, which came when Johnson parred 15
to close out the triumph.

“I like match play. It’s fun and it’s exciting
to watch,” Johnson said. “I feel like I’ve got a
little bit of an advantage just because I’m
playing really well.”

In yesterday’s round of 16, Johnson
faces compatriot Zach Johnson, who
edged American Brendan Steele 1 up in the
day’s final match to advance.

Steele, who only needed to halve to go
through, birdied the par-5 16th and par-3
17th to square his match but Johnson
pitched his third shot three feet from the
cup and parred at 18 while Steele missed a
12-footer for par to fall.

Mickelson finished group play unbeaten
after a 6-and-5 rout of fellow American J.B.
Holmes. It’s the first time since 2004 that
the 46-year-old US left-hander Mickelson
advanced past the third round of the event.

Mickelson dominated from the outset,
opening with back-to-back birdies before
going 3-up after three holes. He won the
eighth with a birdie before taking the 10th
and 11th and then closing out the win with
a halve at 13.

“To win the first three matches is a great
start,” said Mickelson. “This weekend will be
difficult. I’m looking forward to it. I haven’t
been to the weekend in match play in a
long time.”

UNBEATEN CASEY SEEKS THIRD FINAL 
England’s Paul Casey downed South

Africa’s Charl Schwartzel 4 and 3 in the only
matchup of 2-0 players while Jon Rahm
downed fellow Spaniard Sergio Garcia 6
and 4. “I didn’t take the chances I had,”
Garcia said. “I made a couple stupid mis-
takes and got too far behind and Jon is not
the kind of player that is going to give away
holes.” Schwartzel birdied the first hole to
seize the lead over Casey, but the
Englishman squared the match with a par
at the fourth and never trailed again.

“We’re only three victories from getting
into a final. I’ve been there a couple of
times before. I would dearly love to win this
thing,” said Casey, who lost the 2009 final to
Aussie Geoff Ogilvy and the 2010 final to
England’s Ian Poulter.

In the round of 16, Mickelson will face
Australia’s Marc Leishman while Casey
meets Japan’s Hideto Tanihara and Rahm
plays American Charles Howell, who sur-
vived a three-man playoff to advance.

Several sudden-death playoffs were
needed to decide who advanced after
deadlocks in group play.

American Kevin Na birdied the first play-
off hole to down England’s Matthew
Fitzpatrick and book a last-16 date with
compatriot Bill Haas, who birdied the sixth
playoff hole to defeat South Korea’s K.T.
Kim. Leishman, last week’s Arnold Palmer
Invitational winner, birdied the second
playoff hole to advance over England’s Lee
Westwood and American Pat Perez.—AFP

Mickelson, Johnson reach 

last 16 at WGC Match Play

AUSTIN: Phil Mickelson tees off on the
3rd hole of his match during round four
of the World Golf Championships-Dell
Technologies Match Play at the Austin
Countr y Club yesterday in  Austin,
Texas. —AFP


