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SAN FRANCISCO: The owner of a com-
pany that supplied foreign workers to
San Francisco Bay Area technology com-
panies is facing visa fraud charges after
filing fake documents to bring people to
the United States, the US Attorney’s
Office announced Friday. A federal grand
jury indicted Jayavel Murugan, CEO of
Dynasoft Synergy, Inc., and a second
man, Syed Nawaz, on Thursday on
charges including conspiracy to commit
visa fraud. 

The men obtained H-1B visas for more
than a dozen people by claiming the work-

ers had jobs at Stanford University, Cisco
Systems and Brocade Communications
Systems, according to the indictment. No
such jobs existed, but Dynasoft could use
the fraudulently obtained H1B visas to get
the workers to the US, where it could place
them with other companies and profit,
prosecutors said. Bala Murali, Dynasoft’s
chief operating officer, said Nawaz was not
available. Murugan said he did not know
about the indictment and was “shocked.”
He said he needed to consult with his
attorney and did not immediately have
additional comment.—AP
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BEIJING: A Beijing court has overturned
a ruling that Apple’s iPhone 6 violated a
Chinese manufacturer’s patent which saw
the US tech giant ordered to cease selling
the smartphone in China. In May last year
the Beijing intellectual property bureau
had ruled that Apple violated design
patents of Chinese maker Shenzhen Baili
with its iPhone6 and iPhone 6 Plus, and
would be barred from selling those mod-
els. Sales however were not suspended
while Apple appealed against the admin-
istrative order.

The Intellectual Property Court in
Beijing on Friday ruled in favor of the
California-based firm. The court “quashes
the decision of the bureau” and “recog-
nizes that Apple ... has not infringed the
design patent filed by the company
Shenzhen Baili”, according to the verdict
reported by the state judicial daily Renmin
Fayuan Ribao. The intellectual property
bureau, an administrative body of Beijing
municipality, had ruled that the two Apple
phones infringed a Baili design patent.

It had accused the US firm of having
“copied” the exterior design of Baili’s 100C
smartphone, which is characterized by a
curved edge and rounded corners. But the
Beijing court ruled that the iPhone 6 had
features that “completely change the
effect of the entire product ... and both

phones are easily distinguishable in the
eyes of consumers,” finding Baili’s claim
was without legal basis. When it took on
Apple in December 2014, Bail i  was a
promising electronics firm, backed by
internet giant Baidu and eager to tap the
telecoms boom.

But since then the company has col-
lapsed, hit by public criticism of its prod-
ucts seen as poor quality and more so by
China’s ultra-competitive smartphone
market which has seen many start-ups go
under.  Even Apple is under pressure.
While China,  along with Hong Kong,
Macau and Taiwan, remains its second
largest  market after  the US,  the
Cuper tino-based company saw its
turnover in this “Greater China” region fall
12 percent in the last quarter of 2016.

Apple’s market share has plummeted in
mainland China, falling behind local com-
petitors such as telecoms giant Huawei,
newcomers Oppo and Vivo, and “internet
of things” pioneer Xiaomi.  Apple has
already had intellectual property prob-
lems in China. In May 2016 a maker of
“iphone” branded leather goods won a
lawsuit filed by Apple as the court ruled
Xintong Tiandi had registered the word as
a trademark in 2007, while Apple smart-
phones did not officially go on sale in
China until 2009. —AFP
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HONG KONG: Renowned physicist
Stephen Hawking has spoken to a
Hong Kong audience by hologram,
showcasing the growing reach of a
technology which is making inroads
into politics, entertainment and busi-
ness. The British scientist appeared
Friday before an audience of hun-
dreds who cheered and snapped pic-
tures with their phones as he dis-
cussed his  career  and answered
questions about the possibility of life
on other planets, the use of technol-
ogy in education and the impact of
Brexit on Britain.

The 75-year-old said the election of
US President Donald Trump was one
in a string of “right-wing successes”
that would have grave implications for
the future of scientific innovation and
discovery. “With Brexit and Trump... we
are witnessing a global revolt against
experts,” he said, making his first
appearance in Hong Kong since 2006.
The swing to the right has come at a
time when the world is facing multi-
ple environmental crises, from global

warming to deforestation, he added.
“The answers to these problems

will come from science and technolo-
gy,” he said. Hawking suffers from
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), a
form of motor neuron disease that
attacks the nerves controlling volun-
tary movement, leaving him paralyzed
and able to communicate only via a
computer speech synthesizer.

The event was organized by
Chinese gaming company NetDragon
Websoft, in partnership with ARHT
Media, which creates digital human
holograms of celebrities including
spiritual guru Deepak Chopra, motiva-
tional speaker Tony Robbins and slain
rapper The Notorious B.I.G. The tech-
nology which allows a human being
to appear and interact with audiences
in multiple locations simultaneously is
gradually expanding its presence.
French far-left candidate Jean-Luc
Melenchon appeared to supporters by
hologram last month in a technologi-
cal first for a presidential campaign in
France. —AFP
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SAN FRANCISCO: An advertising
boycott of YouTube is broaden-
ing, a sign that big-spending
companies doubt Google’s abili-
ty to prevent marketing cam-
paigns from appearing alongside
repugnant videos. PepsiCo, Wal-
Mart Stores and Starbucks on
Friday confirmed that they have
also suspended their advertising
on YouTube after the Wall Street
Journal found Google’s automat-
ed programs placed their brands
on five videos containing racist
content. AT&T, Verizon, Johnson
and Johnson, Volkswagen and
several other companies pulled
ads earlier this week.

The defections are continuing
even after Google apologized for
tainting brands and outlined
steps to ensure ads don’t appear
alongside unsavory videos. It’s
not an easy problem to fix, even
for a company with the brain-
power that Google has drawn
upon to build a search engine
that billions trust to find the
information they want in a mat-
ter of seconds. Google depends
mostly on automated programs
to place ads in YouTube videos
because the job is too much for
humans to handle on their own.
About 400 hours of video is now
posted on YouTube each minute.

The company has pledged to
hire more people to review
videos and develop even more
sophisticated programs to teach
its computers to figure out
which clips would be considered
to be too despicable for advertis-
ing. Contacted Friday, Google
stood by its earlier promise, sig-
naling the company’s confidence
that it will be able to placate
advertisers. As part of that effort,

Google intends to block more
objectionable videos from ever
being posted on YouTube - an
effort that could spur complaints
about censorship.

Laser-focused 
Some outraged advertisers

are making it clear that they
won’t return to YouTube until
they are certain Google has the
situation under control. “ The
content with which we are being
associated is appalling and com-
pletely against our company val-
ues,” Wal-Mart said in a Friday
statement. Besides suspending
their spending on YouTube, Wal-
Mart, PepsiCo and several other
companies have said they will

stop buying ads that Google
places on more than two million
other thirdparty websites.

If Google can’t lure back adver-
tisers, it could result in a loss of
hundreds of millions of dollars in
revenue. Most analysts, though,
doubt the ad boycott will seriously
hurt Google’s corporate parent,
Alphabet Inc. Although they have
been growing rapidly, YouTube’s
ads still only represent a relatively
small financial piece of Alphabet,
whose revenue totaled $73.5 bil-
lion last year after subtracting
commissions paid to Google’s part-
ners. YouTube accounted for $5.6
billion, or nearly 8 percent, of that
total, based on estimates from the
research firm eMarketer Inc.

At most, RBC Capital Markets
analyst Mark Mahaney said he
expects the YouTube ad boycott
to trim Alphabet’s net revenue
by about 2 percent this year.
Moody’s Investor Service predict-
ed the backlash won’t last long
because Google is “laser-
focused” on cleaning things up
on YouTube. 

Alphabet’s stock price has fall-
en nearly 4 percent since the
boycott began last week after an
investigation by The Times in
London revealed the ads of
major brands were appearing in
YouTube videos delving into
contentious themes. The shares
fell $4.51 to close at $835.14
Friday.—AP
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LOS ANGELES: This file photo shows the YouTube website in Los Angeles. —AP

DUBAI: Cisco has won the ‘Unified
Communications Vendor of the Year’ award at
the 13th Network Middle East Innovation
Awards 2017, which was held recently in
Dubai. Cisco was recognized for its innova-
tion, key regional implementations and con-
tinued commitment to its customers and
partners in providing only the best-of-breed
Unified Communications (UC) and
Collaboration solutions, expertise, and cus-
tomer service and support.

Speaking on their win, Ahmad Zureiki,
Collaboration Lead, Cisco Middle East said,
“Today, technologies are improving so quickly
and in so many ways, that organizations have
an exceptional opportunity to build more effi-
cient processes, foster deeper collaboration
and transform the way they work overall. At
Cisco, we are focused on helping our cus-
tomers’ future-proof their business, so they
can take advantage of all that innovation. Our
latest Collaboration and UC solutions have
been designed specifically with the goal of
making it easier for our customers’ teams to
instantly connect communicate and collabo-
rate - so people can respond faster and make
decisions more quickly.”

“We are honored to be chosen as the
‘Unified Communications vendor of the year’
by Network Middle East magazine, which is
recognition of our best-of-breed UC and
Collaboration solutions portfolio and our
team’s hard work and dedication towards our
customers and partners in the region in pro-
viding the best service, expertise and support.
We would like to thank the panel of judges
and the editors of ITP Publishing for recogniz-
ing our efforts and our customers and part-

ners for placing their trust in us.” Cisco offers a
full suite of integrated on-premises and
cloud-based UC and collaboration applica-
tions and services. The solution is based on
Cisco Unified Communications Manager and
brings together voice, video, telepresence,
messaging, presence and conferencing. Cisco
UC is an attractive solution for midsize, large
and multinational corporations requiring

strong voice, video or conferencing capabili-
ties. It is also attractive to enterprises that
require full UC client support on leading
mobile platforms, including Apple, and those
that wish to leverage Cisco’s networking infra-
structure. Cisco also provides a full range of
endpoints, including phones, desktop collab-
oration endpoints, room systems and immer-

sive solutions, as well as Cisco Jabber, its
mobile and desktop client. 

“Cisco’s vision is to deliver a single seam-
less collaboration experience that spans all
communication modes from any device on
premises, from the cloud or hybrid by seam-
lessly connecting both cloud and premises
together. Our UC and collaboration solutions
include next-generation features and capabil-
ities that can significantly reduce an organiza-
tion’s total cost of ownership. We provide cus-
tomers with a sophisticated collaboration and
communication experience that corporate IT
and business expects, while also offering the
same intuitiveness and simplicity found in
easy-to-use software-based consumer com-
munication tools,” added Ahmad Zureiki.

Cisco has been positioned as a leader in
Gartner’s 2016 Magic Quadrants for Unified
Communications, contact center infrastruc-
ture, web conferencing and group video sys-
tems. This leadership placement confirms both
the strength of Cisco’s current portfolio, which
delivers the best collaboration products and
solutions on the market, as well as its vision to
bring all communication modes together for
amazing experiences on any device.

The Network Middle East Innovation
Awards 2017 celebrated the achievements of
networking professionals, service providers
and vendors who have worked on the most
challenging projects and implementations
in the region over the last  12 months.
Product innovation, quality service, cus-
tomer deployments and commitment to the
region were the criteria set for Cisco winning
the ‘Unified Communications Vendor of the
year’ award category. 
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HONG KONG: In this picture, renowned physicist Stephen Hawking, 75, speaks to an audience by hologram (L)
in Hong Kong, beamed live from his office in Cambridge, England. —AFP
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SCOTLAND: Ravinder Dahiya of the University of Glasgow’s School of
Engineering poses with the prosthetic hand developed by his team at
Glasgow University, Scotland, Britain. —Reuters

NEW YORK: Scientists have found a way to
power an experimental kind of electronic
skin using solar energy in a further step
towards the development of prosthetic
limbs or robots with a sense of touch. Teams
around the world are working to develop
flexible versions of synthetic skin that can
feel by mimicking the different kinds of sen-
sory receptors found in human skin.

Powering such systems is a challenge,
but now researchers at the University of
Glasgow’s School of Engineering have
developed a way to use graphene, an ultra-
thin form of carbon, to generate electricity
via solar power. Graphene, which is just one
atom thick, is strong, highly flexible, electri-
cally conductive and transparent, making it
ideal for gathering the sun’s energy to gen-
erate power, the scientists said on Thursday.

Smart prosthetic hands, in particular, can
already reproduce many mechanical prop-
erties of human limbs and giving them a
skin-like sense of touch would make them
even more useful for amputees. Touch-sen-
sitive electronic skin could also be used in
robots to enhance performance and help
the machines detect potential dangers
when interacting with humans.

Ravinder Dahiya and his team
described how they had integrated power-
generating photovoltaic cells into their
electronic skin in the journal Advanced
Functional Materials. 

The next goal is to use the same tech-
nology to power the motors need to drive a
prosthetic hand. “This could allow the cre-
ation of an entirely energy-autonomous
prosthetic limb,” Dahiya said.—Reuters
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